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• Shift of mood gives Government best figures for four years as Blair’s personal rating falls 

Middle Britain 
is hit hardest 
by changes in 
the tax system 

By Alasdair Murray and Jill Sherman 


Labour poll 
lead slashed 
by the Tories 


THE general election came 
alive for the first time last 
night as an opinion poll for 
77ie Times showed that the 
Conservatives have started to 
make big inroads into 
Labour's commanding lead. 

The MORI poll, taken on 
Tuesday, puts the Tories on 34 
per cent, up six points since 
last week, while Labour is 
down by a similar amount to 
49 per cent. The Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrats are up a point at 12 per 
A cent. Tony Blair's rating as the 
•* most capable Prime Minister 
has also dropped sharply over 
the past week. 

The real significance of 
these figures is less the sharp • 
fluctuations in the figures over 
the past week, or the narrow¬ 
ing in the Labour lead from 27 
to 15 points, than the evidence 
that the Tory rating is at last 
climbing out of the narrow 
band where it has been for IS 
months. 

The Tories have been stuck 
around 30 per cent, plus or 
minus a couple of points, and 
34 per cent is the party’s 
highest figure in a MORI poll 
for more than four years. 
Labour is stilt only at the 
lower end of its recent poll 
ratings and remains strong 
favourite to win a clear Com¬ 
mons majority. 

♦ AIT the parties have been 
waiting — whether eagerly or 
nervously — for some sign of a 
real shift in the polls to change 
the mood after the apparent 
stalemate of the first three 
w eeks of the campaign. Until 
now, only one pollster has 
shown any real movement. 

If the Tory advance is sus¬ 
tained over the next few days, 
there will be pressure on 
Labour to modify its safety- 
first style of campaigning and 
take more risks. By contrast 
Tory morale will be boosted 
after all the distractions 
caused by the recurrent stories 
about “sleaze" and the Neil 
Hamilton affair. The latest 
poll was taken after Martin 
Bell made his dramatic en¬ 
trance into the Tatton contest 
as an anti-corruption 
candidate. 

Nevertheless, Labour is still 


Canvassing MP 
is attacked 

A man approached Jerry 
Hayes. 43, the Tory MP. who 
was canvassing in his Har- 
low, Essex, constituency, 
swore at him and punched 
him on the jaw before run¬ 
ning off. Mr Hayes, who was 
sent home after hospital treat¬ 
ment. said: “This has never 
happened to me before in 
Harlow." 


The Times on the Internet 

http: / / www.thc-times.co.uk 
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By Peter Riddell 


H How do you intend 
to vote in the genera] 
election on May 1? 

Conservative Labour 

34% ___ 49% 
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in a much stronger position 
with a bigger lead than during 
any recent general election 
campaign. There __ is no 
precedent for the Tories to 
reverse the huge gap that still 
exists between them and Lab¬ 
our before polling day. 

The poll, however, suggests 
that Labour's shifts and al¬ 
leged U-turns in the presenta¬ 
tion of privatisation and union 
policy over the past few days 
have had an impact — as have 
the stepped-up attacks by John 
Major and Michael Heseltine. 

They have not only helped to 


C The Saatchis will 
have to try harder 
if they want to 
frighten voters 
without reminding 
them of the record 
of Tory years 3 

Anatole Kaletsky. page 9 
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raise the Tory rating, but also 
made some people less sure of 
how they intend to vote. The 
proportion of people saying 
that they may change their 
minds has risen from 25 to 28 
per cent over the past week, 
which is higher than during 
past campaigns. But the 
number certain to vote is 
lower than at the same stage of 
past campaigns. 

The number of people who 
think Mr Blair would be the 
most capable Prime Minister 
has fallen bum 46 to 35 per 
cent—with his appeal declin¬ 
ing most among men and 
among 18 to 34-year-olds. This 
has only partly benefited John 
Major, now regarded as most 
capable to be Prime Minister 
by 27 per cent, compared with 
22 per cent a week ago. As 
significant has been a rise in 
don't knows from IS to 24 per 
cent. Nevertheless, a majority 
of die public still believes that 
Labour is ready to form the 
next government and that Mr 
Blair is ready to be Prime 
Minister. 

The Tory upturn is con¬ 
firmed by other questions 
asking which party is best on 
the issues which people regard 
as the most important in 
deciding their votes. While 
Labour is well ahead on the 
issues of most concern — 
health, education and unem¬ 
ployment — the Tories have 
improved their position on 
management of the economy 
and taxation. 

While Labour has been 
emphasising broken promises 
over tax made at the last 
election, the Tories have been 
concentrating on more recent 
tax cuts and improvements in 
living standards. Senior min¬ 
isters will this morning seek to 
highlight the latest unemploy¬ 
ment figures. 

MORI interviewed I.H4 
adults at S3 sampling points 
across Britain on Tuesday. 
April S. Voting inrenrion fig- 
ures exclude those who say 
they would not vote (S per 
cent), those who say they are 
undecided {12 per cent) and 
those who refuse to say (4 per 
cent). 


Golfer repeats the 
hole-in-one magic 


By Adam Fresco 


TWO women golfers who 
scored a hole in one at the 
same hole within seconds of 
each other were celebrating 
another success last night. 

Suzi Toft, of Trentham. near 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, 
and Jill Dyke defied odds of 
100 million to one with their 
shots last week. Television 
crews turned up at Trentham 
golf course yesterday to watch 
the pair play and were as¬ 
tounded when one of them 
scored a hole in one again on 
the same hole. 

Standing on the 116-yard 
par three fourth hole, with 
1TN cameras whirring, Mrs 
Toft. 72, look a five wood, hit 
the ball onto the green and 
watched in amazement as it 
dropped into the hole. 

Mrs Toft said: “It really is 
absolutely out of this world." 
Mrs Dyke, 60. then sent her 
tee shot to within a foot of the 
.hole. She said: “It was wonder¬ 
ful, we were euphoric." Paul 
Austin, director of sports for 


City Index, said: “For two of 
them to get a hole in one we 
would give odds of half a 
million to one. For one of them 
then to do the same thing a few 
days later raises the odds to 15 
million to one." 

Bookmakers Ladbrokes 
have quoted odds of more than 
100 million to one on such a 
repeat. 
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Toft: said the shot was 
totally out of this world 
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Melissa Belt the devoted press agent, yesterday. “Dad would make a great MP" 

New rival for Hamilton 


By Russell Jenkins and Carol Midgley 


A SENIOR Tartan Conserva¬ 
tive is on the verge of standing 
as an independent Tory 
against Neil Hamilton. Derek 
Squirrel, deputy mayor of 
Knutsford. is said to be consid¬ 
ering his position and an 
announcement is possible on 
Saturday. 

The move came as the anti¬ 
sleaze candidate Martin Bell, 
revealed his secret weapon: 
his 21-year-old daughter. Me¬ 
lissa. who is acting as his 
press officer. Miss Bell, the el¬ 
der of two daughters, is articu¬ 
late. bilingual, and utterly 
photogenic. She is also de¬ 
voted \o her father, who would 


National 
Trust to ban 
deer hunts 

By Michael Hornsby 

COUNTRYSIDE 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE National Trust is set to 
ban deer hunting on its land 
today in a move that will end 
a tradition going back more 
than half a century after a 
damning scientific report con¬ 
cluded that the sport is 
unacceptably cruel. 

A recommendation that 
deer-hunting licences should 
not be renewed on expiring at 
the end of this month, when 
the current season finishes, is 
considered almost certain to 
be endorsed at a meeting of 
the trust’s 52-member govern¬ 
ing counciL 

The two-year study com¬ 
piled by Patrick Bateson. 
Professor of Ethology at Cam¬ 
bridge University, found that 
hunted deer experienced ex¬ 
treme physical stress similar 
to that suffered by animals 
severely injured in accidents. 

Cruelty report page b 


make a "great MP — not 
beholden to some party whip". 

Mr Squirrel, a local busi¬ 
nessman who has been a 
member of the Tarron Conser¬ 
vative Association for eight 
years, is understood to be 
under pressure from friends to 
enter the lists. Asked whether 
he intended to stand, he 
replied: “The dust has not 
settled yet. I have had a lot of 
telephone calls." 

Other rebels want a high- 
profile Conservative — per¬ 
haps a seatless former MP — 
to come forward. That, they 
believe, might prompt Mr 
Hamilton to stand down. 
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“J don't believe It. One 
day a chicken and 
now this." 


Germans welcome 
fans with beer 


By Adrian Lee 


MANCHESTER UNITED 
fans, who converged on Dort¬ 
mund for their team’s Cham¬ 
pions League semi-final last 
night, enjoyed a six-hour 
"festival" in the sun. as part of 
a massive, but low key sec¬ 
urity operation by German 
police. Some officers wore 
United scarves. 

In the city's central Alter- 
Markt, some 3.000 supporters 
were able to drink freely 
before the game. The match 
was shown live on a giant 
video screen for those unable 
to get tickets. 

Rival fans mingled good 
humouredly and there was 
little trouble from the British 
supporters. 

One United fan was taken to 
hospital after he was appar¬ 
ently struck an the head with a 
bottle and there were minor 
skirmishes before the game. 
There was no sign of the 300 
German troublemakers that 
police had predicted might cry 
to ambush the English sup¬ 


porters, though 25 German 
fans were arrested before the 
game for fighting among 
themselves. 

Police handed out leaflets in 
English welcoming the United 
fans to Dortmund. Organisers 
said the festival ensured most 
of the supporters were in one 
area of Dortmund before the 
game and they defended the 
ready availability of strong 
lager, at E2 a pint, which left 
many fans clearly the worse 
for wear well before kick-off. 

“If we don't serve beer, fans 
will just buy it from the 
shops." said Gerd Kolbe. a 
council spokesman. Police 
said they expected up to 1,000 
ticketless United fans, but 
were confident there would be 
no repeat of the violence which 
marred the team’s visit to 
Portugal in the previous 
round. 

Last night's match was a 
48,000 sell-out, with 3,800 
United fans having bought 
tickets officially. 
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TAX changes since 1092 are 
costing the average household 
£7 a week, an independent 
study concluded yesterday. 

The Institute for Fiscal Stud¬ 
ies, the economic research 
group, said those earning 
between £15.000 and £20.000 
a year and the “traditional” 
single-earning family had 
been among the biggest losers 
from the tax rises. 

Low income families have 
also suffered heavily from the 
increases, which include the 
rise in National Insurance 
contributions, the introduc¬ 
tion of VAT on fuel and cuts in 
mortgage interest rate relief. 

The IFS said taxes have 
increased by a total of £11.5 
billion since the last election 
with the tax burden rising 
from 34.5 per cent of national 
income to 36.25 per cent — 
although taxes remain lower 
than in most European coun¬ 
tries. 

The data is based on a 
comparison of the tax system 
operating in 1992 with the new 
tax regime introduced this 
month, disregarding rises in 
income. The IFS has calculat¬ 
ed how much people are 
paying in tax now against how 
much they would be paying if 
the Chancellor had made no 
tax changes, except to take 
account of Inflation, in every 
Budget since 1992. 

The report added intensity 
to exchanges between Labour 
and the Tories over tax on the 
anniversary of the last general 
election. Gordon Brown, the 
Shadow Chancellor, said Mr 
Major had been telling "a lie” 
when he claimed the tax 
burden was unchanged. 
“From the party that claims to 
stand up for the family, fam¬ 
ilies with children have been 


hardest hit by the changes in 
taxation." he said. 

Kenneth Clarke said the IFS 
report confirmed “the sub¬ 
stantial rise in living stan¬ 
dards" under the Government 
since the last election. “It 
argues that Labour's planned 
windfall tax—the key point in 
their July Budget — would be 
unfair to consumers." the 
Chancellor said. 

The report found that 
couples on one salary with 
children are E12.70 a week 
worse off — paying around 3.7 
per cent extra of their total 
income in taxes. 

A couple with two children 
earning between £15,028 and 
£17363 a year are £630 a week 
worse off now than in 1992. a 
loss of around 3.1 per cent of 
their total income. Couples 
earning less than E9.516 have 
also been hit hand, paying 33 
per cent — or £2.80 a week — 
more of their income as tax 
now than in 1992. 

Middle Britain has suffered 
because of changes to married 
couples’ allowances and mort¬ 
gage interest relief, whilst the 
lowest income groups have 
been hit by VAT on fuel and 
tobacco. 

Pensioners have suffered 
least as they have not been hit 
by increases in National In¬ 
surance contributions or cuts 
in mortgage interest relief. 
Single pensioners are paying 
80p more in tax a week, whilst 
couples are paying E2.40 more 
now than in J992 — around J.J 
per cent of their total income. 

But the IFS added that 
incomes have risen since the 
last election — although not at 
levels seen in the 1980s. 

The average income for a 
married couple with two child 

Continued on page 2. col 1 
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Stoppard trial blunder starts fingerprint inquiry 


By Richard Ford 

HOME CORRESPONDENT 


A MISTAKE in the identification of 
a fingerprint caused the collapse of 
the trial yesterday of a man 
accused of burglary at the home of 
the medical broadcaster Miriam 
Stoppard. An investigation will 
now check ali other cases which 
involved the same fingerprint 
expert 

The accused man, Andrew 
Chiori. 21, a student had served 
two months on remand awaiting 
trial for allegedly stealing E41.00Q 


in 1995 from the Mayfair home of 
Mrs Stoppard, who is also an 
author and agony aunt. Simon 
Harris, a fingerprint expert with 
the Metropolitan Police, had said 
that he was “in no doubt" that 
Chiori was responsible for the 
break-in, after examining a print 
found on a wall. 

However, other experts hired by 
Chiori's lawyers found that the 
conclusion’s were “fatally flawed", 
and The Metropolitan Police have 
now called in officers from South 
Yorkshire to carry out an inquiry 
into how the error was made. 


Other evidence presented by Mr 
Harris will be checked in the 
inquiry headed by Chief Superin¬ 
tendent David Foss, of South 
Yorkshire Police. 

Last night the Metropolitan 
Police referred all inquiries in the 
case to the South Yorkshire forts, 
which said that it could not give a 
detailed comment as Mr Foss was 
not avaialable. 

Mr Chiori from Woolwich, 
southeast London, was formally 
acquitted at Southwark CrOwn 
Court yesterday after Peter 
Grieves-Smith, for the prosecution. 


said that Mr Harris had made an 
error of judgement. 

Mr Chiori. who pleaded, not 
guilty, was not in court for the 
acquittal, which took place before 
his trial opened. 

Mr Grieves-Smith said that Mr 
Harris had made an error of 
judgment. He told Judge Gerald 
Butler, QC: “It was an error of 
judgement by Mr Harris to come to 
the conclusion that he did. 1 am 
asked to apologise for the errror 
that he made. 

“The work he has done in die 
past is being double-checked, but 


we do not anticipate any further 
problems." 

The court was told that finger¬ 
print experts present their reports 
on a sliding scale of reliability, 
using the categories "in no doubt", 
“highly probable”, “probable" and 
“possible". 

Mr Harris had put the Chiori 
identification in the top category. 
The judge said that he rarely saw 
the words “in no doubt", and 
added: “There is a public interest a 
proper public interest in this 
particular case as Chiori spent 
some time in prison awaiting trial.” 


Frank Kearney, solicitor for 
Chiori. said last night that he had 
challenged the fingerprint evidence 
of Mr Harris in February and had 
demanded a review. He said that 
the print was not his client’s, and 
there was no other evidence against 
him. 

The Crown Prosecution Service 
wrote to him last month to say that 
they would be offering no evidence 
against Mr Chiori. Mr Kearney 
said: “I requested a foil explanation 
and I am still awaiting one." 

He said that yesterday’s move 
highlighted the need for all forensic 


evidence to be challenged. He 
would be advising Mr Chiori to 
take dvil action to claim damage 
for the two months he spent m 
prison on remand. 

Fingerprints have been viewed 
as a reliable way of proving guilt 
Sixteen different characteristics per 
print have been required as proof, 
but police are now suggesting that 
that number need not always be 
obtained. 

The Association of Chief Police 
Officers is suggesting that the 
opinion of a fingerprint expert 
should be sufficient. 


US legal 
firms snap 
up City 
offices 


By Frances Gibb, legal 

CORRESPONDENT 


AMERICAN law firms are 
buying huge chunks of the 
City in a new competition 
drive with the big London law 
firms. A survey by Chester¬ 
ton, the property consultants, 
has found that American law¬ 
yers have taken or are looking 
far an extra 137,000 sq ft — 
three acres — of office space in 
the City. American law firms 
now occupy 180.000 sq fL 

The expansion is likely to 
create a fresh boost to City 
lawyers’ salaries as recruit¬ 
ment competition hots up. 
Judged against the yardstick 
that American law firms re¬ 
quire 300 to 400 sq ft per 
lawyer, the survey suggests 
that US law firms are prepar¬ 
ing to recruit more than 340 
lawyers to fill their new office 
blocks. Some will come from 
tiie firms’ headquarters in the 
States. But many will be 
poached from City law firms. 

Mark Bourne, of Chester¬ 
ton, said: “UK lawyers will 
need to look to their laurels. 
Our research proves that the 
threat to their business from 
across the Atlantic is both real 
and growing." He said Ameri¬ 
can law firms have changed 
their business strategy. “No 
longer are they content just to 
service US corporations in the 
UK — they are now recruiting 
British lawyers and seeking to 
compete aggressively with UK 
firms for a wide range of legal 
business." 

US law firms are already 
creating a superleague of 
highly-paid lawyers. Last 
year one US law firm adver¬ 
tised a salary package of 
between £200,000 to £700,000 
a year for three partners. 



THIS rare sphere, represent¬ 
ing the Earth as the centre of 
the universe, was sold in 
London yesterday for 
£771300, three times more 
than expected (Tim Jones 
writes). Victoria Lynne, a 
Christie's expert, took the op¬ 
portunity of a further look 
before it returned' to private 
hands. 

Although its astronomical 
functions have long been dis¬ 
credited, the 16th-century 
sphere was regarded as the 
ultimate scientific acquisition, 
the supercomputer of its day. 


Old view of the universe sells 
Tor anastrom 


At auction, it Hftik just four 
minutes to change hands be- 

tweetB^lpnsWBJbS". EflMjSSa 

collectors in telephone bid¬ 
ding. The previously unrec¬ 
orded piece, 'made for Sultan 
Murad III of Turkey in 1579, 
was expected to fetch between 
£200.000 and £300.000. 

The multi-banded represen- 


: tationjof jh'e motions of celes- 
V, jial Earth 

ptf&clufflx ft Band fouhs-astro¬ 
logical 12 Houses of Heaven, 
with a description of the good 
or bad fortune to be expected 
under each house. Just 16ins 
high, it is the only such sphere 
known to have been in private 
hands. Jeremy Collins, 





another Christie’s specialist 
said:. “Quite simply.'.this is 
probably th&tadstf 
practical instrument of its day. 
It represents the highest form 
of art in the late Renaissance 
period." 

The gilt-brass Ptolemaic ar¬ 
millary sphere was probably 
made by craftsmen from Flan¬ 


ders. Mr Collins said: “In the 
late 16th centuiy. the very best 
instrument makers were the 
highest paid artisans in the 
world, and the things they 
made were the u Inmate in the 
high technology of the age. 
The instruments indicated the 
status of the owner as some¬ 
one who understood modem 
science." 

Ptolemy, the astronomer 
and geographer Calaudius 
Ptolemaeus, was at Alexan¬ 
dria between AD 127 and 151. 
He said the Earth was the 
fixed centre of the universe. 


Middle earners are hit 
hardest by tax changes 


Continued from page 1 
ren and a single earner has 
risen by £765 this Parliament 
compared with £2035 in the 
period 1987 to 1992 

But Chris Giles of the IFS, 
said: “Income gains over the 
last 15 years have been 
skewed towards people with 
high income." 

Incomes for the richest 10 
per cent of households are 59 
per cent higher than in 1979, 
whilst incomes for the poorest 
10 per cent of society have 
risen by only 6 per cent 
compared with IS years ago. 

The IFS said that neither of 
the main parties' manifesto 
plans to reduce tax are likely 
to improve this position. The 
Conservatives say they will 
reduce the basic rate of tax to 
20 per cent, which the IFS 
said would cost around £6 
trillion a year in lost tax 
revenue. 


Labour, meanwhile, has 
said it will aim to introduce a 
10 per cent starting rate "in 
the long term", which the IFS 
says will cost £93 billion if the 
10 per cent rate replaced the 
existing 20 per cent band. 

Liberal Democrat plans to 
increase allowances, raise the 
basic rate by I per cent and 
impose a new 50 per cent rate 
on taxable incomes of more 
than £100,000 would raise £2 
billion, the IFS said. People 
with an annual income below 
£13,000 would be better oft, 
while those on higher in¬ 
comes would lose out. The 
140,000 people who earn more 
than £100.000 would be 
worse off? 

The IFS also issued a stem 
warning to both major parties 
that they are unlikely to meet 
their public spending targets 
during the next few years. 

“The latest spending plans 


are lower than at any time 
over the past three decades," 
the IFS said. 

"None of the major parties 
seems to have a satisfactory 
response to the large gap 
between spending plans and 
public expectations." 

Public spending is forecast 
to rise by an average of just 
0.4 per cent over the next three 
years compared with an aver¬ 
age of 1.9 per cent since 1979. 

The 1F5 is particularly criti¬ 
cal of tiie target set for health 
service spending which is 
forecast to rise by an average 
of 0.6 per cent a year over the 
next three years, compared 
with an average increase of 3.1 
per cent since the Conserva¬ 
tives came to power. It also 
warned that that the govern¬ 
ment reserve is also predicted 
to fall leaving only limited 
flexibility within future 
spending plans. 


Carey wants 
schools to 
teach morals 


By Ruth G led hill 


THE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury, Dr George Carey, will 
emphasise today the impor¬ 
tance of teaching moral values 
to children in school. 

In an article in The Times, 
prior to an address to a 
conference at the Institute of 
Education at London Univer¬ 
sity on values and the curricu¬ 
lum. Dr Care)’ says: “We want 
people who leave school to be 
good citizens and good neigh¬ 
bours. not just stuffed heads 
and effective contributors to 
the economy.” 

Dr Carey, referring to de¬ 
bate over marriage in the 
School Curriculum and As¬ 
sessment Authority report, 
says that he would want to 
add stronger points about 
marriage and family life. 


Teaching morality, page 20 


Catholic escapes 
death as gun jams 


By Nicholas Watt, chief Ireland correspondent 


A ROMAN Catholic man 
escaped being shot dead yes¬ 
terday when a gun jammed as 
a suspected loyalist terrorist 
attempted to shoot him a 
second time. 

Kieran Delaney. 23. was 
ambushed at 730am in the 
Newtownabbey area of north 
Belfast as he waited for a lift to 
work. The gunman, disguised 
as a postman, pulled a gun 
from his post bag and shot Mr 
Delaney in the neck. As he 
tried to fire again, his pistol 
jammed. He was then picked 
up by a car which was later 
found burnt out on the 
Rathcoole estate in the north 
of the city. 

John Delaney said that his 
son had no political connec¬ 
tions. “He did get a threaten¬ 
ing letter about a year ago 
which said we are watching 


you. 1 don’t know why they 
picked Kieran out because he 
is not involved in anything. All 
he does is go to his work." 

Mark Langhammer, an in¬ 
dependent Labour councillor 
in Newtownabbey, said that 
the shooting bore the hall¬ 
marks of a loyalist attack. He 
said: “The route appeared to 
be planned, the getaway route 
was planned, the clothing 
disguise in place, and the lad 
had been targeted some rime 
before. It seems to be a 
planned loyalist attack." 

Mr Langhammer said that 
the shooting would raise ques¬ 
tions about the loyalist 
ceasefire. “It does appear that 
that ceasefire is in something 
of a mess. My sources of 
information tell me that this 
man was wholly unconnected 
with any political party." 


Five held in Dublin 
over Guerin murder 


Irish police arrested five people yesterday in connection with 
the murder of the crime journalist Veronica Guerin, who 
was shot dead in a Dublin street last June. One of those 
Horainpd was Patrick Holland, who was arrested with a 
female companion at Dun Laoghaire as they left the ferry 
from Holyhead at 6am. 

Mr Holland, 58, who moved to England in the autumn, 
has pubJjdy denied killin g Ms Guerin, 36, who won 
numerous awards for her investigations into Dublin’s drug 
barons. Mr Holland was detained under the Irish 
Republic’s Offences Against the State Act, which allows 
police to hold him for 48 hours for questioning. He was 
taken to Lucan police station in Dublin, which is the 
headquarters of the investigation into the murder of Ms 
Guerin. Three other men were arrested in the Irish capital. 


M5 work for two years 


The AA is predicting long delays this summer at the 
Avonmouth Bridge on the M5 near Bristol after contractors 
said it would take until at least February 1999 for roadworks 
to be completed. Numerous hidden problems were found at. 
the bridge, which is being strengthened to take heavier 
lorries tha t will be allowed on roads from January 1999. The 
work could double the original £50 milli on estimated cost 
and in peak summer lead to repeats of the 31-mile traffic 
jams which dogged the approach to the bridge on Easter 
Monday. Work had been sdieduled to finish in May 1998. 


New Aids treatment 


A new approach to treating Aids is showing considerable 
promise, scientists at Glaxo-Welloome have announced. In 
laboratory tests they have been able to prevent the entry of 
tiie HIV virus into cells. Studies have shown that HIV 
infects immune system cells which have molecules called 
CD4 on their surface. But recently scientists identified two 
further “co-factors" that are also necessary for infection. 
These materials are called chemokines, and operate by 
locking on to receptors — hooks—on the surface of the killer 
cells. The new method, published in Science, uses a 
modified form of a natural chernokine to block these 
receptors. 


Soldier’s death payout 


The widow and four children of a soldier who died when an 
armoured reconnaissance vehide overturned while on 
exercise in the former West Germany have agreed to accept 
£260,000 compensation, the High Court was told. Paxil 
Flemming, 30, a lance corporal in the First King’s Unit was 
in command of the Fox vehide when it went out of control rai 
July 13. 1989. Glenis Flemming sued the Ministry of 
Defence, daiming that Fox vehicles had been in 189 
aeddents between 1979 and 1989. with ll fatalities, and 
should have been withdrawn. The MoD admitted liability. 


Marchioness damages 


A saxophonist has accepted 
High Court damages of 
£150.000 after her career 
was wrecked by the Mar¬ 
chioness disaster in August 
1989. Jo Wells, 38, right, was 
aboard the pleasure cruiser 
when it collided with the 
sand dredger Bowbelle. Fif¬ 
ty-one people were killed. 
Ms Wells, who had toured 
with the band Tears for 
Fears, has been unable to 
work since because of severe 
depression. 



Billie-Jo inquest opens 


Billie-Jo Jenkins died from severe head injuries caused by 
numerous skull fractures, an inquest was told. The gut 13. 
was killed in February at home in Hastings. Detective 
Superintendent Jeremy Paine, head of the murder inquiry, 
told the inquest that she had been struck repeatedly with a 
heavy LnstramenL The girl's legal guardian, Sion Jenkins, 
39, has been charged with her murder and released on 
£250,000 bail. Her natural mother, Debbie Woods, travelled 
from her home in Essex to attend the ten- min ute bearing in 
Hastings yesterday. The inquest was adjourned.. 
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• MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND PLUS ACS90 SPEAKERS 

• WINDOWS 95 S. MICROSOFT OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 
lEXCEL WORD, POWERPOINT. ACCESS) 


EK»LL 



El,199 (£1,438.20) 

in«I. delivery & VAT) ’ 



You want a PC that works hard for your business? For only £1.199 I £1.438.20 tnc del. 6VAT), were 
offering a Dell Dimension' XPS Mi66s with a Pentium* Processor with MMX’ technology. So it can ran 
between 10X and 20% faster under todays normal business applicanons. Ir also includes a powerful 
12 Speed CD-ROM Drive and a 2Gb Hard Drive. And were giving you additional upgrades at 
pentilim* ^tending pnees (see below to upgrade 
this system further). But you must huny. 

Call the world’s leading direct PC manufacturer* today on 
01344 724643 and employ a faster PC at a better price 
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Absent fathers too busy to notice children growing up without them 


By Lin Jenkins 

MODERN fathers are neglecting 
children by failing to share 
eyen the simplest domestic chores 
or help with homework. 

^ published todav savs 

that a fifth of children SoS 
could not recall sharing an activity 
with their fathers during tte 
previous week. Yet four fifths 
wanted to spend more time with 
itiem. compared with only 2 per 
cent who wanted more time with 
their mothers. 

The MORI survey of 1.000 
~““ren aged 8 to 15 contradicts 
me stereotype of “new man" taking 


■ A fifth of children cannot recall doing anything 
with their father last week, says a MORI survey 
which contradicts (he popular image of “new man” 


an equal role in bringing up 
children. However, most children 
still lived in a traditional family 
with two parents and retained 
strong links with their extended 

family. 

Children wanted parents to exer¬ 
cise authority, give moral leader¬ 
ship and set boundaries on 
behaviour, such as imposing a 
time to come home, insisting 


homework schedules were met 
and setting rules on smoking and 
drinking. Jim Harking, director 
and chief executive of the National 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Childen, said most 
children eqjoyed dose and loving 
relationships with both parents. 

“But even in the 1990s, some 
fathers appear to be remote fig¬ 
ures. We cannot say whether this is 


a result of heavy workloads or 
other factors. But what is dear 
from the survey is that most of the 
children did want their dads to 
spend time with them.” 

Four out of ten children reported 
some form of social outing outside 
the home with fathers at least once 
a week, but all said they spent less 
time doing things with their 
fathers than with their mothers. 

They were also less inclined to 
turn to their fathers with problems. 
Of those under 11. almost all would 
discuss personal matters with their 
mothers while just over half fell 
able to approach their fathers. Of 
those aged 11 to IS, only a third 


would discuss a particular prob¬ 
lem with their father while four out 
of five said they would consult 
tiserr mothers. 

Most thought good fathers 
should make them laugh, make 
and mend things around the house 
and not necessarily undertake the 
shopping and cooking. Good 
mothers, on the other hand, were 
required to be able to cook. 

Many famous fathers were away 
from home yesterday — but main¬ 
ly because they were spending the 
last remaining days of the school 
holidays with their children. Des¬ 
mond Wilcox, the televirion pro¬ 
ducer and reporter whose career 


has taken him away from his three 
children for long stretches of time, 
had just spent ten days with Emily. 
19. Rebecca. 17. and Joshua. 15. He 
said the trick was to juggle work 
and family life: “I get such plea¬ 
sure from them that 1 make them a 
priority, equal to and beyond 
work. When you are pressured, in 
whatever career field, you will 

wind up with a rather sterile sense 

of victory if you have lost touch 
with your children." 

Gaiy Lineker. I he footballer 
turned television pundit whose 
son George. 5. is recovering from 
leukaemia, was una vailab le yes¬ 
terday as he was taking him and 


ft 


Teenagers raped 
tourist and threw 
her into canal 


AN AUSTRIAN tourist on 
holiday in London was raped 
violently and repeatedly by 
eight teenage boys and then 
thrown naked into a canal, an 
t Old Bailey jury was told 
S yesterday. 

The 32-year-old woman, a 
mofher of two, swam for her 
life after the racially motivated 
attack only hours after she 
arrived in London last Sep¬ 
tember. She survived only 
because "she separated her 
mind from her body as much 
as she could", the court heard. 

The woman, from Vienna, 
went for a midnight walk near 
her hotel in King's Cross, but 
got lost. She met the eight 
youths, aged 14 to 17. who 
invited her to a party. She told 
them in halting English that it 
was not a good idea but 
walked with them towards the 
1 canaL She was unconcerned, 
because they were so young. 

John Bevan, for the prosecu¬ 
tion. said that when she 
reached Regent’s Canal off 
York Way she was dragged 
200 yards along (he (owpath 
and raped for 45 minutes. He 
said the attack had almost all 
the “worst features of multiple 
rape' by multiple rapists." She. 
was kicked, punched and sub¬ 
jected to a series of sexual 
indignity -. - .. - 

Seven rf the -teenagers 
admitted the rape but another, 
now aged 15, denies three 
charges of rape, indecent 


Net saves 
disabled 
* Scrabble 
player 

By Tim Jones 

A DISABLED man triggered 
an international rescue yes¬ 
terday after collapsing while 
playing Scrabble on the , 
Internet As he lay on the floor 1 
of his home in Didcot, Oxford¬ 
shire, John Elliott, 24, man¬ 
aged to tap out a message; “1 
have fallen and can't move. 
Please get help for me." 

Before he was found five 
hours later, the hum had in¬ 
volved Interpol and several 
police forces. But it was a free¬ 
lance journalist John Hawk¬ 
ins. who found M r Elliott after 
°etting his number from 
directory inquiries. 

Mr Elliott, who has cerebral 
V palsy, thought that he had 
been playing Scrabble with a 
woman in Canada when he 
collapsed, but it had _ been 
with a woman in Chicago. 
She read his message and sent 
out a group call to _ other 
Internet users, asking if they 
knew his name and address. 

While police in America 
and Canada foxed Interpol, 
the woman called Gloucester¬ 
shire police. They contacted 
Mr Elliorfs Internet provider 
in die Isle of Man who gave 
them the addresses of John 
Elliotts in the area. As officers 
■ visited them. Mr Hawkins, 
with one call, found his man. 


By Richard Ford 

assault and robbing the 
woman of a jacket and a belt. 
The youth cannot be named 
for legal reasons. At the time 
of the attack the oldest was 17, 
four were 16 and the others 14. 

Mr Bevan said: “ft may be 
she was naive, maybe she 
simply thought London was a 
safe place for a woman abroad 
at night. She was sadly 
mistaken.” 

He added: "She was ap¬ 
proached and. as she thought, 
idly chatted to by a group of 
eight people she regarded as 
children." He told the court 
that during the attack she 
repeatedly heard the words 
“white bitch". The 14-year-old 
ringleader, who yesterday 
admitted rape, said to her: 
“Now. the party's going to 
begin." 

Many, if not all, of the gang 
raped her more than once and 
the attack continued after she 
was held against a wall near 
the canal. Mr Bevan said the 
ordeal ended when she was 
asked whether she wanted to 
go for a swim. She said no. 

“She was thrown into the 
canal. She survived. Perhaps 
it is a tribute to her toughness 
and good sense that, she did, 
once she realised that resis¬ 
tance was hopeless and indeed 
dangerous.” 

She swam to safety cm the 
other side of the canal and was 
able to attract the attention of 
a security guard, who tele¬ 


phoned the police. Speaking 
through an interpreter, the 
woman told the court that 
after a day of shopping, sight¬ 
seeing and having dinner with 
friends she decided to go for a 
walk at abour midnight to 
stretch her legs. 

She had not been frightened 
when first approached by the 
youths becuase they were 
"friendly and nice" towards 
her. She said that as they 
dragged her along the canal 
bank she thought they were 
going to rob her. “Then they 
picked me up off the ground. 
Two picked me up by the arms 
and two by the legs. Four were 
holding me up and another 
group were teanng my clothes 
off me." 

She said she was very 
frightened and realised what 
was going to happen. “1 kept 
trying to think if there was any 
way I could get away, bur 
there was no hope." 

The woman told the jury 
that she was raped by each 
boy “several times", one after 1 
the other, and forced into 
other sexual acts while die 
others held her down. 

She said she was asked if 
she could swim and said she 
could not, in the hope dm they 
would throw her in the water. 
“They raped me a little more 
and they were pushing me 
towards the water at" this 
point They pushed me in." 

The case continues. 


Dutch halt £100m 
drugs-ring trial of 
millionaire Briton 

From Mark Fuller in the hague 


THE trial of a 33-year-old 
Briton, alleged to have master¬ 
minded one of Europe's big¬ 
gest drugs rings, was 
adjourned by a Dutch court 
yesterday after it was claimed 
that evidence had been ob¬ 
tained illegally. 

A court in The Hague 
referred the case against the 
Liverpool millionaire busi¬ 
nessman Curtis Warren back 
to the examining magistrate to 
darify defence counsel claims 
that evidence had been collect¬ 
ed and processed illegally in a 
joint operation by British and 
Dutch customs and police. 

The six-month operation, 
codenamed Crayfish, resulted 
in the arrest in The 
Netherlands last October of 
Mr Warren, six other Britans 
and one Columbian, and the 
seizure of huge quantities of 
cocaine, heroin, ecstasy and 
hashish with a street value of 
about E1Q0 million. 

In a bizarre exposure of the 
lack of integrated European 
legislation on criminal intelli¬ 
gence activities, the defence 
claimed that raids carried out 
in The Netherlands were 
based on information gath¬ 
ered in Britain through illegal 
telephone-tapping. The court 
was told that British customs 
and police officers had denied 


that the information came 
from an informant, electronic 
bugging or from a telephone 
company. But they have re¬ 
fused to identify the source, 
claiming public immunity. 
Dutch law. however, requires 
that the source of the informa¬ 
tion used in evidence be 
disclosed. 

Irene de Vries, the presiding 
judge, said irwas•vital that the 
examining magistrate inter¬ 
view senior Dutch and British 
customs officials, otherwise 
the defence case would be 
seriously damaged. The cases 
against one other Briton. John 
Farrell. 34. from Manchester, 
and a Columbian were also 
adjourned. In a fourth case 
heard yesterday, the prosecu¬ 
tion demanded a five-year 
prison sentence for William 
Fitzgerald. 55. from Liverpool. 
Mr Fitzgerald allegedly acted 
as the gang's security guard 
and was arrested in posses¬ 
sion of weapons and drugs. 

The eight defendants, four 
of whose cases will be heard 
today, have all been charged 
with being members of a 
criminal organisation in¬ 
volved in drug trafficking. Mr 
Warren has also been charged 
with leading a criminal organ¬ 
isation that imported 317 kg of 
cocaine from Venezuela. 




A woven cap and multi-coloured sweater epitomised the Todd Oldham collection 


Wife ‘took 
poisoned 
tea to help 
research’ 

By Dak eh Gregorian 

A MAN accused of frying to 
poison his wife with rat-killer 
was actually carrying out ex¬ 
periments on preventing 
strokes and acting with her 
consent, a court was told 
yesterday. 

William Down was said to 
have become obsessed about 
his health and to have em¬ 
barked on amateur research 
into the anticoagulant drug 
warfarin, found in rat poison. 

His wife Linda. 50. has told 
Northampton Crown Court 
that she became suspicious 
after finding "green bits" in 
her early morning tea. which 
tasted odd. 

Stephen Crouch, for the 
defence, said Mrs Down had 
been given a safe dose of the 
poison with her knowledge. 
The drug tunned the tea blue- 
green, MrCrauch said, and "it 
is impossible to think anybody 
would be fooled. Tea is not by 
its nature blue.” 

He suggested that Mrs 
Down may have accused her 
husband of trying to poison 
her to force him into a better 
divorce settlemenL 
Mr Down, of Burton Lati¬ 
mer. Northamptonshire, de¬ 
nies attempting unlawfully to 
administer a poison. The case 
continues. 


A Lauren evening gown 

Oldham livens 
up New York 

From Heath Brown 

IN NEW YORK 

NEW YORK fashion week is 
renowned for practical, pared- 
down dothes. So it was a 
relief to come across a catwalk 
collection that crossed all the 
boundaries of good taste. 

Todd Oldham banished 
grey and black in favour of 
colour that hit between the 
eyes. Leopard print dashed 
with Indian motifs fake fur 
mixed with indigo denim and 
swirling sequins. 

What a contrast with Ralph 
Lauren, whose smooth, sharp 
ready-to-wear collection at his 
Madison Avenue headquar¬ 
ters was inspired by New 
York’s Art Deco architecture. 


his brothers Harry, 3, and Tobias. 
1, to the cinema. His wife is 
expecting their fourth child in 
August “He is very committed to 
his family and makes time for 
them," said his agent Jon Holmes. 

Michael Parkinson, the broad¬ 
caster and journalist, who has 
three sons, said: “I think the fact 
that my wife and I have stayed 
together is the single most impor¬ 
tant factor in our children's happi¬ 
ness, more than anything else. I 
never thought about spending 
time with my sons. 

“If you stop to think about it. it 
becomes a task and parenting is 
not a task, it's a joy." 

Man jailed 
for hammer 
attack on 
family 

By a Staff Reporter 


A MAN was jailed for life 
yesterday for a hammer 
attack in which a woman died 
and three children were seri¬ 
ously injured. 

Dale Mandley. 33. killed 
Phyllis Minney before setting 
on her daughter. Phyllis. 13. 
son Paul. 12, and their friend. 
Victoria Hatfield, 13. who was 
staying the night She will 
never folly recover. Reading 
Crown Court was told. 

The court was told that 
Mandley had driven to 
Wokingham. Berkshire, last 
July after his girlfriend Mi¬ 
chelle, Mrs Minney’s daugh¬ 
ter. ended their relation ship. 
After cutting the telephone 
wires to the house. Mandley 
went inside and chatted to 
Mrs Minney. 

The children were reas¬ 
sured by their mother that 
Mandley had arrived at the 
house fora char. Mrs Minney, 
48. then went downstairs and 
was struck at least 17 times 
with the hammer. 

Susan Reed, for the prosecu¬ 
tion, said Mandley then 
turned his attention to the 
children. Victoria was struck 
repeatedly about the head. 
Miss Reed said: “Phyllis ju¬ 
nior} ran to the bathroom and 
then her brother Paid came 
into the room. Mandley bit 
Paul an the head with the 
hammer." 

Mandley admitted murder¬ 
ing Mrs Minney and three 
counts of grievous bodily 
harm with intent on the three 
children. Mr Justice Alliott 
. told him h was unlikely thar 
he would ever be released. 


Maths solves great caravan riddle 


MRS WMXEKS 
PARKING PROBLEM 


By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 
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MATHEMATICS has come 
to the aid of a woman 
stumped by a perennial prob¬ 
lem for caravan-owners; how 
big a caravan can I fit in my 

parking space? 

The worried owner, a Mrs 
K, Walker, already had a 
caravan 16ft Sin long, but 
fancied a bigger one. To 
reach the parking space be¬ 
hind her home the caravan 
had to be pushed up a drive 
by hand, around a comer past 
her house and around a 
second corner past the garage. 
How large could her new 
mobile home be, she asked 
Practical Caravan. 

The magazine approached 


Mensa without success, then 
turned to Napier University 
in Edinburgh. The letter land¬ 
ed on the desk of Judy Gold¬ 
finch. senior lecturer in 
mathematics. “It was a chall¬ 
enge" she said. “I know 
nothing about caravans, but I 
had to give it a try." 

In Mathematics Today she 
produces her solution, and 
urges other mathematicians 
to tackle the problem. Treat¬ 
ing the caravan as a rectangu¬ 
lar box with two wheels and 
an A-frame ai the front bear¬ 
ing a third small wheel. Dr 
Goldfinch worked out the 
equations governing the 
movement of the caravan 


when it was given a small 
push at a given angle on the 
end of the A-frame. 

She then used a spread¬ 
sheet on her computer, show¬ 
ing the positions of points 
around the perimeter of the 
caravan, to calculate the pos¬ 
ition after each push of one 
inch. 

Dr Goldfinch proved what 
Mrs Walker already knew. 
that a !6ft 8m caravan could 
be manoeuvred into the space. 
But would a bigger one fit? 
The computer suggested that 
IS ft was the longest (ha! could 
be parked there, assuming 
that it could be pushed 
accurately. 
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133MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 12Gb harddisk. 
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Logitech PageScan Colour ADF. 

M page feed 24-bit colour scanner. 
Scans in at up to 400 DPL Indudes 
full suite of document management 
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Sculptor arrested after visitor to exhibition recognised relative’s remains as part of a sculpture 

Doctors fear that 


‘body art’ case 
will deter donors 


CH&HLES OMMANNEY 
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DOCTORS voiced fears last 
nighr that the arrest of a 
sculptor suspected of stealing 
human remains would deter 
patients from donating their 
bodies for medical r esear ch. 

Anthony-Noel Kelly, -41, of 
Clapham. southwest London, 
a nephew of the Duke of 
Norfolk and part-time tutor at 
the Prince of Wales’s Institute 
of Architecture, was ques¬ 
tioned by detectives from the 
Organised Crime Group. 
They had been alerted by Dr 
Laurence Martin. Her Majes¬ 
ty’s Inspector of Anatomy. 

Scotland Yard confirmed 
yesterday: “The investigation 
is into allegations of theft and 
the burying of bodies without 
consent A search was carried 
out at an address in southwest 
London and at a venue in Kent 
where a number of body parts 
were found." 

Paul O'Higgins, of the De¬ 
partment of Anatomy and 
"i Developmental Biology at 
University College London 
Medical School, said the pro¬ 
fession was shocked at the 
prospect of bodies being used 
for purposes other than in¬ 
tended. “There has to be 
concern that people will be less 
likely to donate bodies for 
medical research. The future 
of healthcare in this country is 
in some degree dependent on 
the adequate provision of 


these parts. We are concerned 
to reassure the public how 
carefully we monitor things." 

Controversy surrounding 
Mr Kelly, a former butcher 
and abattoir worker, began in 
January with his exhibit at the 
Contemporary Art Fair in 
Islington, north London: a 
silver-coated head and shoul¬ 
ders of an did man with part of 
the brain cur away, and a gold 
triptych of three sections of 
another elderly person. A rela¬ 
tive is said to have recognised 
remains used in a sculpture. 

Detectives searched Mr 
Kelly’s home on April 2. The 
artist, who has not been 
charged, was released on bail 
until April 17. Yesterday he 
said: "At the moment 1 am just 
helping police with their in¬ 
quiries, that is all I can say. I 
am not saying anything until 1 
fed it is me right time to give 
my version.” 

Under the Anatomy Act 
1984 it is a criminal offence to 
use body parts for any pur¬ 
pose other than medical re¬ 
search. Sentencing is at 
judges* discretion. Remains 
can be kept for up to three 
years, after which they must 
be given a proper burial or 
cremation. 

Bodies can be left to art* the 
Department of Health said 
bodies may be bequeathed for 
artistic and other non-medical 
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Burke; left, and Hare: legislation was tightened 
in the wake of their body-snatching in Edinburgh 


purposes, but they had to be 
registered under the Anatomy 
Act at a medical school, as 
with other cadavers. Experts 
said they had never encoun¬ 
tered such a donation. 

The 1984 Act tightened up 
procedures under the 1832 
Anatomy Act, which was 
passed three years after Burke 
and Hare murdered at least 15 
people in Edinburgh and sold 
the bodies for dissection. 

In January, in an interview 
with the Independent on Sun¬ 
day, Mr Kelly admitted using 
human body parts acquired 
from medical schools and 
casting them in rubber and 
glass fibre to create the piaster 
heads. "To get them was a 
sweat, under cover of dark¬ 
ness. 1 had the police on me 
once because someone had 
tipped them off. I still had 
some body pieces l hadn't yet 
used and I had to destroy 
them," he said. 

He also claimed to be re¬ 
spectful of his subject matter. 
"I am in awe of life and death. 
1 have a tremendous respect 
for the human body." His 
studio, kept at low tempera¬ 
tures. is adorned with piaster 
"torsos” of elderly people 
hanging alongside gilded hu¬ 
man “hams". 

Anatomists last night said 
they were mystified as to how- 
anyone could obtain remains 
under the strict procedures 
that are observed. Michael 
Hobbs, secretary of the 
London Anatomy Trust, said 
all donated bodies were allo¬ 
cated identification numbers. 
More than 250 are donated to 
London hospitals each year. 
They are released only to 
Home Office-licensed teachers 
of anatomy at licensed dissect¬ 
ing rooms and are kept in 
permanently manned prem¬ 
ises with 2+hour closed circuit 
cameras, double-locked doors 
with electronic card entry to 
which only permined staff and 
students carrying proof of 
identity are admitted. Medical 
artists studying human anat¬ 
omy are granted access in 
some conditions. 



Anthony-Noel Kelly has previously admitted using human body parts in his work: “To get them was a sweat, under cover of darkness" 

Fatal attraction of artists through the ages 


Bv Alan Hamilton 

ARTISTS through the ages 
have gone to the cadaver for 
inspiration and instruction. 
Still death rather than still 
life, drawn from the dissect¬ 
ing table rather than the 
dining table; has charac¬ 
terised the work of great 
painters since the days of the 
Renaissance. 

Leonardo da Vinci studied 
the remains of paupers for his 
anatomical drawings, stun¬ 
ning in their graphic acc¬ 
uracy. Caravaggio, one of the 
early realists in the first years 
of the I7th century, was ac¬ 
cused by his rivals, and by the 
church authorities, of using 
the body of a dead prostitute 
as a model for his Death Of 
The Virgin. That he might 
have used the corpse of a 
common whore to study the 
precise shade of deathly pal¬ 
lor required for his painting 
of the mother of Christ was 
not the most appealing of 
concepts at the time. 

But even before him. artists 
were studying the dead in the 
interests of accuracy. In the 



The Anatomy Lesson, a Rembrandt masterpiece 


I6th century, both Holbein 
and Mantegna tackled the 
subject of the death of Christ 
laid out as a corpse after being 
taken down from the cross, by 
referring to real cadavers. 

The tradition is. in fact far 
older. The British Museum is 
currently exhibiting mummy 
paintings from the Roman 
occupation of Egypt around 
the first century AD. in which 
representations of the de¬ 


ceased, as though still living, 
decorate the coffin. There is 
some academic dispute as to 
whether the paintings were 
commissioned while their 
subjects were still alive, or 
whether an artist was hastily 
summoned to paint the newly 
departed before the embalm- 
ers got to work. 

Rembrandt’S- masterpiece 
The Anatomy Lesson is really 
a group portrait of a famous 


physician of the day and his 
pupils, but there is a body on 
the table in front of them. The 
Dutchman would undoubted¬ 
ly have studied the dead to get 
die detail right: anatomical 
study, usually of paupers or 
convicted criminals, was stan¬ 
dard art training for 
centuries. 

One of the outstanding 
pictures of death is Gericaulfs 
The Raft Of The Medusa. 
hanging in the Louvre and so 
fragile that it cannot be 
moved. The portrayal of sur¬ 
vivors of the wreck of a 
French frigate clinging to a 
raft, some already dead and 
others dying, is one of the 
most powerful images of early 
19th-century European art 
especially in the huge, gro¬ 
tesque hands. 

Gericault made many visits 
to French hospitals to study 
lifeless limbs, and was so 
taken with their shapes that 
he executed a whole series of 
drawings of dead hands and 
feet 

Nigel Llewellyn, senior lec¬ 
turer in art history at the 
University of Sussex, who 


masterminded the exhibition 
The Art of Death at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
three years ago, said yester¬ 
day: “Anthony-Noel Kelly is 
following in a long tradition 
of artists who have had to find 
their anatomical models by 
skullduggery and the back 
door. 

“The Renaissance artists 
got away with it as long as 
they stuck to paupers and 
prostitutes. Some, such as 
Leonardo, were interested in 
what went on under the skin. 
Others, such as Mantegna, 
wanted to know what dead 
skin itself looked like." 

Dr Uewellyn said that it 
had been a long time since art 
students had to study rotting 
corpses. There had been a 
long tradition of art acade¬ 
mies using an ecorcht, a 
plaster cast of a cadaver, to 
teach anatomy. 

But the tradition of reality 
lives on among war artists, 
who are still confronted with 
the gruesome reality in the 
field. They are not however, 
in the habit of taking bits 
home. 


Rail staff urged to tackle suicides 





RAIL workers are being taught how lo 
spot potential suicides in an attempt to 
reduce the number of people who take 
\ their own lives on the railway (Kathryn 
Knight writes). 

Leaflets helping to identify those at risk 
and giving ways of helping them are 
being distributed ro all Great North 
Eastern Railway staff on the East Coast 
main line as part of a pilot scheme run by 


Rail track and the Samaritans, which it is 
hoped will be extended nationally. About 
J70 people a year commit suicide on the 
railway. Staff will also be given a free 
chargecard to give to distressed people to 
telephone the Samaritans. 

Yesterday the actor Michael Angelis 
helped to launch an awareness campaign 
by naming a GNER train The Samari¬ 
tans at King’s Cross in London. Posters 


showing a telephone and the words: 
"There is a Samaritan at this station 24 
hours a day” are being displayed at 
stations on the GNER route. 

Simon Armson. chief executive of the 
Samaritans, said the scheme may be 
extended to the London Underground if 
successful- "It's important to reach out to 
people rather than to wait for the 
telephone to ring." 
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Children 
at risk 
from poor 
car safety 

By Jeremy Laurance 

BADLY designed child car 
seats, and belts which are 
wrongly used, are putting 
children’s lives ai risk, accord¬ 
ing to a study. A survey of 180 
cars found that in more than 
half at least one passenger 
was restrained by an flf-fitting 
or poorly secured device. 

Of the 600 passengers in the 
survey, including 269 child¬ 
ren, 80 per cent were using a 
belt or restraint of some kind. 
More than 40 per cent of rear- 
facing, and 60 per cent of two- 
way. child seats were being 
incorrectly used. 

Dr Harry Campbell and 
colleagues of the department 
of public health sciences at the 
University of Edinbu rgh. who 
published the findings in 
Injury Prevention, say that 
only one of the 59 drivers 
asked had been shown how to 
fit and use a child safety seat 
Three quarters of parents who 
had bought child restraints 
from supermarkets had not 
been told how to fit them. 

Dr Mike Hayes, of the 
Child Accident Prevention 
Trust, said: "No one should 
buy a child restraint without 
taking their car to the shop. 
You cannot take a box home 
from the supermarket and see 
whether it fits." 

O Drivers are receiving poor 
service from franchised deal¬ 
ers, and are more satisfied 
with Japanese than European 
cars, a survey disclosed yester¬ 
day. Subaru topped the poll 
carried out for the BBC2 
motoring programme Top 
Gear, but Coventry-based 
Jaguar did make the top ten. 
The top-scoring Continental 
model was the Skoda Felicia. 
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National Trust may 
ban stag hunts after 
report on cruelty 


By Michael Hornsby 

COUNTRYSIDE 

CORRESPONDENT 


AREAS AFFECTED BY 
NATIONAL TRUST 
DEER HUNTING BAN 


Saturday in 
THE TIMES 


How 

philosophy 

for 

children 

could 

change the 
world 


THE National Trust is poised 
to ban deer-hunting with 
hounds on its land after a two- 
year scientific study released 
yesterday showed that the 
sport causes the animals unac¬ 
ceptable suffering. 

Hunted deer suffered the 
same levels of stress as deer 
that had been severely injured 
in accidents, according to the 
report by Patrick Bateson, 
Professor of Ethology [a nimal 
behaviour! at Cambridge 
University. 

Charles Nunneley, chair¬ 
man of the trust, which com¬ 
missioned the report, said that 
the ban would be recom¬ 
mended to the charity’s 52- 
member ruling council at a 
meeting in London today. The 
recommendation is that li¬ 
cences permitting hunting on 
trust land should not be 
renewed when they expire at 
the end of April. The ooundl is 
expected to endorse the action. 



Mr Nunneley said: “We 
believe that the Government 
should now set up an expert 
group to investigate whether 
there are similar stresses to 
other animals.” 

The Masters of Deer 
Hounds Association, repre¬ 
senting the four deer hunts in 
England, was meeting last 
night in emergency session to 


deride how to respond to the 
threat to their sport. None of 
the hunts uses trust land 
exclusively and, with the pos¬ 
sible exception of the 
Quantock Staghounds, all 
would be able to continue 
hunting. 

The League Against Cruel 
Sports said it was "oveijoyed" 
at the conclusions of the 
report Graham Sirl, its chief 
representative in the West 
Country, said: “There is no 
justification on any grounds 
whatsoever for the tremen¬ 
dous suffering caused to hunt¬ 
ed deer. We call on the 
Government to abolish deer 
hunting at the earliest 
opportunity." 

Janet George, of the British 
Field Sports Society, said: “We 
are surprised and shocked by 
the findings of die report 
Obviously the stag hunts will 
have to consider their future. 
We do not see any immediate 
application of these findings to 
fox-hunting." 

Professor Bateson said it 
should not be assumed that 
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The Devon and Somerset Staghounds. It would be able to continue hunting, despite a National Trust ban 


other hunted animals, such as 
foxes, would necessarily show 
the same level of stress as deer 
because of their different be¬ 
haviour and ecology. But any¬ 
one who took part in deer- 
hunting from now on would 
“be doing something that was 
knowingly cruel". The profes¬ 


sor said he had approached 
the study with an open mind 
but had been astonished .by 
the results and had came to 
the inescapable conclusion 
thar hunting deer with hounds 
should end. “Hunting deer 
can longer be justified on 
welfare grounds, given the 
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standards applied in other 
fields such as transport and 
slaughter of farm animals, the 
use of animals in research, 
raring events and so on,” he 
said. “The levels of stress were 
far above what would be seen 
in these areas." 

Deer-hunting in England 
involves chasing the animals 
with hounds and horse- 
mounted huntsmen until the 
animals become tired and are 
brought to bay. when they are 
shot by marksmen. The sea¬ 
son runs from August until the 
end of April. In Scotland deer 
are pursued on foot by stalkers 
and shot 

In 1990 trust members voted 
narrowly to ban deer-hunting, 
but the the ruling council 
decided not to implement the 
ban because wily about 
135.000 of the two million trust 
members eligible to vote took 
part The council also said 


then it could not act because of 
lack of clear scientific evidence 
that deer-hunting was cruel. 

The ban. if it goes ahead, 
would cover about 17,000 
acres of trust land. About 
10,000 acres of this was donat¬ 
ed to the trust by the late Sir 
Richard Acland in 1944 with a 
“memorandum of wishes" 
that hunting should continue. 

Mr Nunneley said yester¬ 
day, however, that Sir Rich¬ 
ard’s son. Sir John Acland, 
had informed them that his 
father would not have wished 
to maintain that stipulation in 
the Light of the latest scientific 
evidence. 

About 1.800 acres on Ex¬ 
moor, given by another donor 
in the 1930s. was covered by a 
“positive covenant" in favour 
of hunting. Mr Nunneley said, 
and this meant the trust had 
no legal power to stop hunting 
there. 





A stag being bunted on trust land In Somerset 


The findings that 
surprised authors 


of animal study 


By Our Countryside Correspondent 


RED deer hunted with 
hounds are driven to “patho¬ 
logical extremity", suffering 
levels of stress far in excess of 
the normal limits for their 
species. This is the main 
conclusion of the report by 
Professor Bateson, who said 
that he was surprised the 
findings were so dear-cuL 

According to the report the 
data showed that “the hunted 
animals are extremely fright¬ 
ened, pushing themselves as 
much as they are able apd 
risking a great deal to save 
their lives" Professor Bateson 
and Elizabeth Bradshaw, a 
research associate, measured 
increases in stress-related hor¬ 
mones and other changes in 
the blood and muscles of deer. 
Or Bradshaw spent IS 
months on Exmoor following 
the hunt and taking blood 
samples from shot animals. 

The main findings are: 

□ Levels of stress hormones 
were as high in hunted deer 
as in deer which had been 
severely injured by shooting 
Or in car accidents and up to 
15 times higher than in non- 
h anted animals. - 

□ Carbohydrate resources for 
the muscles were totally de¬ 
pleted in deer hunted for long 
periods. 

□ Add levels In the blood, the 
product of extreme exertion, 
rose dramatically and red 
blood cells started to break 
up soon after a hunt started. 

□ In longer hunts there was 
«akage of enzymes from mus¬ 
cles, causing muscle damage. 


□ Horses that completed the 
Grand National were in far 
better shape than deer that 
had been hunted for no more 
than three miles. 

□ All hunted deer suffered 
an unacceptable level of suf¬ 
fering, including those which 
escaped. Up to 12 pier cent of 
escapers were likely to die 
later because of the stress of 
the hunt. 

□ Shooting was a much more 
humane way of culling deer. 

On average. 5 per cent of deer 
were wounded rather than 
killed outright by stalkers. 

□ The average chase covered 
12 miles and lasted three 
hours, but 30-mile hunts were 
not unknown. 

The report says deer are by , 
nature sedentary, with a It 
muscle structure Hi-adapted “ 
to running long riisfainrgs- 
Hunting imposes far greater 
stress than predation in the 
wild by wolves, which kill in 
short chases or ambushes, or 
in fighting between stags. ~ 

"Therefore, we believe that 
red deer are unlikely to be 
well adapted, either by then- 
evolutionary history or by 
their own individual experi¬ 
ence. to cope with prolonged 
chases. The long mints with 
hounds should not be regard¬ 
ed as naturaL" 

The scientists say it cannot 
be assumed that the same 
pattern of stress would neces¬ 
sarily be observed in,other 
hunted species, which exhibit- t? 
cd different behaviour and 
physiology. 
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Sociologists run their measuring tapes over female fashion an d lower-division soccer 

- “ -— tAUM 


Get a haircut to get 
ahead at work, say 
women high-flyers 



Gascoigne, left and Shearer: wrong impression 

Not all footballers 
are having a ball 


FOOTBALLERS stuck in 
the gloom of Divison Three 
and the lesser leagues are 
suffering from “Shearer- 
isation" and "Gasooigne- 
isation" according to a 
sociologist (Paul Wilkinson 
writes). 

Craig Gurney believes 
that the first means that 
they get no public sympa¬ 
thy because everyone 
thinks they earn vast 
amounts of money, while 
the other reflects die public 
perception that players are 
always involved in 
scandal 

Mr Gurney, who lectures 
on housing at the Univer¬ 
sity of Wales. Cardiff, told 
the meeting: “Because of 
this, empathy for profes¬ 
sional footballers seems 
limited and explains more 
than anything else why 


they remain outside the 
sociological imagination.'’ 

Discussing the effects of 
transfers, he said nothing 
was known about the prob¬ 
lems footballers faced in 
moving homes. In his inter¬ 
views with players from 
less fashionable sides, be 
noted a common complaint 
that “for every Shearer, 
there are many more 
people like me". 

He said that the public 
perception of footballers as 
an undeserving, super-rich 
group was wrong. “Male 
professional footballers are 
mundanely like workers in 
other occupations." Mr 
Gurney is working on a 
book about players’ wives 
entitled We’re Not All Page 
3 Girls. 

Football funding, page 19 


WOMEN were told yesterday 
that if they wanted go get 
ahead in their careers they 
should get a haircut And 
definitely nor wear a cardigan. 

A study of power-dressing 
among female high-achievers 
found that what they most 
feared was Looking like a 
secretary; they might find 
themselves asked to make the 
coffee. 

In a paper delivered to the 
British Sociological Associ¬ 
ation yesterday, Joanne Ent- 
wistle set out the sartorial 
rules for professional women, 
based on her questioning of 
women working in the law, 
business and media. 

Miss Entwistle, 29, told the 
conference at York University 
that big shoulder pads, short 
skirts and high beds had 
become a 1980s dichfe. Today, 
tailored jackets with skirt or 
trousers, sensible shoes and 
subtle make-up are de ri- 
gueur. Hair should not be 
more than shoulder length 
because that would be too 
sexy. 

Dressed in a smart tailored 
navy blue trouser suit and 
pale blue blouse, with dark 
brown hair cut to touch her 


By Paul Wilkinson 

shoulders. Miss Entwistle, a 
lecturer at the University of 
North London, said: "Long 
hair is too feminine or ‘girly’. 
The women I spoke to thought 
looking sexy was a bad thing, 
though looking attractive is 
fine. Women in a position of 
power in the boardroom, the 
law and politics do not want to 
look too sexy. 

"The other fear is looking 
[ike a secretary. They felt 
cardigan and jumpers would 
mean them being mistaken for 
a lowly clerical worker and 
they could be asked to make 
the coffee in the boardroom. 

"Successful women want 
status, and power-dressing is 
one way to get it They wear 
clothes that say Take me 
seriously* and ‘Respect me’. 
Men have always had a 
business outfit to identify 
themselves, and now it seems 
professional women have one 
too." 

The typical outfit, particu¬ 
larly in the law and business, 
was quite conservative. "A 
tailored jacket with small 
shoulder pads, skirt or trou¬ 
sers. in navy or grey. Women 
in the media get away with 
bright colours — after all. 


nearly every woman on tele¬ 
vision wears them,” Miss 
Entwistle said. 

She added that power-dress¬ 
ing was a way for a woman to 
gain parity with men. More 
and more professional women 
were asking image consul¬ 
tants for tips on the right 
colours and the best make-up 
and hairstyle. 

The 24 women Miss 
Entwistle spoke to agreed that 
they needed to “power-dress" 
to climb the professional lad¬ 
der. "Some women who want 
to wear cardigans and 
jumpers at work have found 
they were told to dress smarter 
by their bosses." she said. 
“Power-dressing has helped 
women to move an and fash¬ 
ion themselves an image they 
never had before. 

"Some women don't like it 
and feel it is imposed upon 
them, but they feel that to 
.achieve, they have to dress this 
way. However, most say pow¬ 
er-dressing gives them status, 
confidence and authority at 
work. My advice to any 
would-be career women going 
for an interview is: wear a 
jacket and make sure your 
make-up is not too garish." 



Dressed for success: Joanne Entwistle yesterday 
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Navy man 
banned for 
hitting ref 

A PETTY officer in the Royal 
Nayy was banned yesterday 
from attending all football 
matches for 15 months and 
fined £2.750 after assaulting a 
Football League referee. 

Darren Williams, 29. of 
Christchurch. Dorset, at¬ 
tacked Ian Cruickshanks dur¬ 
ing a match between Bury and 
Bournemouth in February, 
Bury Magistrates' Court was 
told. Mr Cruickshanks had a 
four-inch scratch to his. neck 
and shoulder. 

Philip Thompson, in mitiga¬ 
tion. said that Williams went 1 
on to the pitch because" he , 
wanted to speak to the referee. 
He was stopped and led away 
by stewards. He knew he was 
wrong and apologised at once. 

Williams, who is an ama¬ 
teur referee, has been banned 
from officiating for the Navy 
and in local games. He faces 
Navy discipline and will not 
be eligible for promotion for at 
least a further three years. 

Williams, who pleaded 
guilty, was fined £2,000 for 
assault and £750 for invading 
the pitch, with E45 costs and 
£100 compensation. 


Rapist is t 
questioned 
on murder 

A man serving Jife for -rape I 
was being questioned yester¬ 
day by police in Darlington, 

Co Durham, about the mur¬ 
der of Ann Heron, 44, near « 
the town in August 1990. ' 

Philip Harm, 29, whowas 
given a life sentence in 1994 for 
a rape in the area, was taken 
to Darlington, from Wakefield 
prison. 

Mrs Heron was murdered 
while sunbathing in her 
garden. Despite the biggest 
investigation ever undertaken 
by Durham police, no one has 
been charged with the mur¬ 
der. 

E-type death t 

A man who had saved up for 
years to buy ah E-type Jaguar 
died in the passenger seat of 
an open-top model after a 
mechanic taking him on a test 
drive braked to avoid a bird 
and lost control at No Man’s 
Heath, Ghilcote, Leicester¬ 
shire. Police have appealed for 
witnesses to the accident. 

Driver attacked 

The driver of a classic car was 
beaten round the head with a 
metal tool in a “road rage" 
attack, outside Eastbourne 
General Hospital, East Sus¬ 
sex. It is thought that his 
attacker was annoyed because 
he had not spotted the flip-out A 
indicator arms on the 1954 ^ 
Hillman Bullnose Minx. 

Soldier jailed 

Private Simon Blake, 24, of 
The Prince of Wales Regiment, 
based at Canterbury, was 
jailed by Maidstone Crown 
Court for two years after 
brandishing an imitation 
handgun, while drunk, at two 
of his girlfriend’s colleagues. 

He was upset at her recent 
treatment at work. 

Cliffiop fall 

A woman aged 57 fell 200ft to j 
her death while walking with 
her. husband on an unfenced 
clifftop. He raised the alarm at 
a house dose to the scene, near 
Deal, Kent Police said that 
there were no suspicious cir¬ 
cumstances. An inquest will 
be held. 

Sailor honoured 

The solo yachtsman Pfeter 
Goss, 35, received a Royal 
Qce^p'Racing Club trophy for 
his ‘rescue of Raphad Dinelli 
in the Southern Ocean last 
December. He is also to 
i receive the Legion d’honneur, 
France’s highest bravery 
award. 

Pulling the rug 

Police in Rainham, Kent, 
hired right wigs for an identity 
parade so that a building 
society cashier could pick out a j* , 
raider who had disguised™' 
himself with fake permed 
hair, sunglasses and a base¬ 
ball cap. The accused was 
later jailed for 12 years. 



Whenever 
you’re ready 
to talk, 
we’re ready 

to listen. 





As a nation, we’re famous for hiding 
our feelings. 

But are our stiff upper lips one 
reason we have such a high suicide rate? 

If you find it hard to talk to those 
around you, perhaps you should consider 
talking to The Samaritans. 

We won’t push you to say more 
than you want to and we won’t be 
offended if you hang up. Equally, we’ll be 
happy for you to phone back later. 

Our number’s in the phone book, 
or you can call our new national number 
on 0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential 

If you’re ready to talk, don’t bottle 
it up any longer. 


. The Samaritans 


Scientists target 
inescapable bullet 

By Nick Nuttaix, technology correspondent 


SMART bullets that will track 
the movement of targets as 
they tiy to escape are being 
developed by scientists. An 
innovative nose cone, capable 
of hundreds of movements a 
second, will enable snipers to 
pick off human targets several 
kilometres away, it is claimed. 

The ammunition, . guided 
by a laser-tracking system of 
the type used by the RAF in 
the Gulf War, is bring devel¬ 
oped for the US Air Force. 
The researchers initially con¬ 
centrated on bullets up to 20 
millimetres fired by aircraft, 
but they are already working 
on smaller versions. 

The system is called barret- 


launched adaptive munitions 
(Blam). Ron Barrett, an aero¬ 
space engineer at Auburn 
University in Alabama, who 
is testing prototypes, said: 
“The way pilots guarantee a 
hit is by filling the sky with 
lead. With Blam. pilots would 
need only one bullet to. get a 
hiL" 

The direction of the bulletin 
is controlled by the new nose 
cone, which contains tiny 
piezoelectric rods or tendons 
which can shorten or length¬ 
en hundreds of times a sec¬ 
ond. "At supersonic speed, 
very small angles generate 
huge amounts of lift," Dr 
Barrett told New Scientist. 


Posthouse first for all 

the right reasons 


Meeting 

Facilities 


Let us arrange your 

meeting, conference or 

training session at any FORTE 

one of over 80 prime , 

locations nationwide. POStilOliSP 


!:> rnic' ail f, 


~ 0345383940 

** yuut forjf «r jv <4 ., frnV 



















the TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 10 1997 


ELECTION 97 9 






ECTION 97 



DAY 


A bravura day in the 
life of the deputy PM 
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I The man who 
hopes to 
capture Exeter 

- Matthew 
Parris plO 


Toiy horror show 
we’ve seen before 


THE party election broadcast 
said: "Imagine if the polls 
were right, imagine if they 
won the election." And. for 
once, the polls were right the 
opposition did win the elec¬ 
tion. There followed a cata¬ 
logue of horrors. 

"They put the tax up almost 
as soon as they got in." 
recalled an elderly man with 
bitterness in last night's 
broadcast. One year after the 
election a woman bewailed 
her lost job. A second com¬ 
plained that her son had been 
jobless for more than a year, 
and had no hope of finding 
one one because of the mini¬ 
mum wage. 

Three years later, unem¬ 
ployment was still soaring, the 
cost of living had risen by E30 
a week and mortgage rates 
had “gone through the roof". 
And to make matters worse, 
the new government had 
changed the voting system to 
make it “much more difftculr 
to get them out again". 

By the time the new party 
had been in power for ten 
years, everything had gone to 
the dogs. The country was 
again In the grip of strikes. 
Schools were dosing up and 
down the country, mortgages 
were again “going through the 
roof" and unemployment was 
again “soaring”. 

A hideous prospect, yet ab¬ 
solutely credible. How do I 
know? Because all these disas¬ 
ters really did befall Britain 



Aitatole Kaletsky 

believes the Saatchi 
brothers have scored a 
succession of political 
own goals in the 
visionary style of their 
latest Tory broadcast 


after the voters took their 
reckless plunge into the un¬ 
known. To be prerise, within 
one, three and ten years of 
May 3, 1979, when the people 
elected a Tory Government led 
by the untested Margaret 
Thatcher and put into parlia¬ 
ment for the first rime an 
obscure bank official named 
John Major. 

Consider the evidence. The 
Tories certainly “put up the 
tax almost as soon as they got 
in”, in his mini-budget less 
than two months after the 
election , Sir Geoffrey Howe 
stunned the nation by hoisting 
Value Added Tax from 8 to 15 
per cent and. in direct contra¬ 
diction to his party's election 
promises, lifting the overall 
tax burden by 1 per cent of 
Gross Domestic Product — 
equivalent to E7 billion in to¬ 
day's money. 

By May. 19S0, a year after 
the election, unemployment 
had risen from 12 million to 
15 million and unprecedented 
numbers of school leavers 
were sharing the fate of the 



youngster in tonight's broad¬ 
cast who had been looking 
unsuccessfully for a job for 
more than a year. 

By 1982, three years after the 
Tory victory, unemployment 
had risen almost threefold, to 
the undreamt-of level of three 
million, mortgage rates were 
at 135 per cent (up from 11.75 
per cent in 1979) and the retail 
prices index had risen by an 
average of 14 per cent a year 
(compared with 10 per cent in 
the 12 months before the 
election). 

By 1989 the direst predic¬ 
tions made in the political 
broadcast had been fulfilled. 
Strikes were breaking out 
again after just three years of 
quiescence: the 4.1 million 
working days lost through 
strikes was the highest since 
the end of the miners' strike in 
1984-S5. 

Mortgage rates had jumped 
from 95 in I9SS to 135 per cent 
in 1989 and were on their way 
to a record 15 per cent. 
Unemployment had fallen 
from its three million peak to 
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Actors in tonight’s Conservative Party election broadcast live out the 
’nightmare’ of rising taxes and unemployment after a Labour victoiy 
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be yet to come 
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UNABLE to get the electorate 
to hear what they are saying, 
let alone agree with them, the 
Tories last night appealed 
directly through their first 
party’ election broadcast with 
the simple message: don’t 
sleepwalk into a Labour gov¬ 
ernment Developing a theme 
they tried out in a party 
political broadcast in Janu¬ 
ary. in which fake news¬ 
readers reported imagined 
headlines of the torments of 
life under Labour, they hired 
a bunch of actors to pose as 
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workers telling of their regrets 
at having voted Labour. 

The film-makers adopted a 
style more effectively em¬ 
ployed in the past by left¬ 
leaning directors such as 
Mike Leigh and Ken Loach, 
briefing actors on the situa¬ 
tion and allowing them to 
improvise their parts. 

In a dig at the opinion 
pollsters, the opening title 
read: “Imagine if the polls 
were right imagine if Labour 
won the election.” Or, as they 
perhaps said to the actors 
imagine you were thrown out 
of work, imagine interest 
rates soaring, imagine infla¬ 


tion was back with a ven¬ 
geance. Imagine, too. that you 
believed all the mud thrown 
at the Government. 

The target audience was the 
working-class Tory who in the 
past five years John Major 
has lost. The locations were 
depressingly urban — con¬ 
crete flyovers and fading red¬ 
brick community centres, 
with the drone of heavy 
traffic. The actors were mostly 
leather-clad; no ties. When the 
titles flashed up — "After 
three years of Labour govern¬ 
ment .. there was the sound 
of a cruel wind howling. 

Posing as the sort of fellow 
who might live in Basildon 
and drive a van for a living, a 
northern man sporting a goa¬ 
tee whined. "We voted Labour 
and, you know, like most peo¬ 
ple we thought — fresh blood, 
you know, we believed all that 
stuff about the Government 
running out of steam, and 
sleaze and, well, it seems the 
further we get into the Labour 
term the more it was just 
change for change’s sake." 

They queued up with sor¬ 
rows and regrets. A woman 
with an Estuary accent groan¬ 
ed, “I mean, for example, you 
talk about unemployment fig¬ 
ures. Well it’s just numbers. 
It doesn't mean anything to 
you, but when you actually — 
when 1 actually lost my job a 
few weeks ago, because I was 
made redundant, then it’s a 
whole different story." 

All well and good. But it 
only takes one of die actors to 
break ranks and tell his own 
true-life horror story of high 
interest rates and unemploy¬ 
ment under the Tories and the 
message “Britain is booming. 
Don’t let Labour Wow it" will 
seem as hollow as the Tories’ 
effective but deceitful "Dou¬ 
ble Whammy" tax-scare post¬ 
ers in the 1992 election. 


I Why are we 
turning off the 
TV news? 

- Alex Frean 

-pl3 


I The battle 
of the air 
waves 

-Peter 

Barnard p!4 


6 1 leave the BBC and 
its standards decline 9 

-Martin Befl 




just below two million, but 
was soon to turn sharply 
upwards and hit 3 million 
again. Even inflation, which 
the Tories had chosen as the 
"judge and jury" of their 
economic record, was not 
much better in May 1989 than 
it had been ten years earlier 
and was rapidly moving up. 

As for the school closures 
foreshadowed in last night’s 
election broadcast, the Tories 
certainly know whereof they 
speak: they shut down 5 per 
cent of all primary schools and 
10 per cent of secondary 
schools between 1982 and 1989. 

In fact, of the 12 prophecies 
of doom f noted in the Tory 
Jeremiad, there were only two 
to which the Tories did not 
themselves succumb in their 
first ten years: electoral reform 
and the introduction of a 
minimum wage. And even on 
these issues, a less lenient 
umpire could award own 
goals against die Saatchi 
brothers who masterminded 
the Tory broadcast 

The Labour promise of a 
referendum on proportional 
representation, for example, 
would emphatically not make 
it harder to vote a Labour 
government out of office. On 
die contrary, the main 
objection to PR is that it 
undermines stable govern¬ 
ment by letting small minor¬ 
ities evict major parties from 
power. What PR would make 
much harder is the achieve¬ 
ment of the land of political 
monopoly which the Tories 
have enjoyed for 18 years on 
the basis of just 44 per cent of 
the popular vote. 

That leaves the introduction 
of a minimum wage. There is 
certainly nothing comparable 
to this economic illiteracy in 
the Tories’ own record, but it 
may still be a mistake to try to 
frighten voters about Labour's 
effect on unemployment' 

among the young. Not only is 
this bound to remind die 
public of the Tories’ own 1 
abject failure on this issue. It | 
may also d raw attention to one 
of the few economic pledges 
which Tony Blair has made , 
crystal dear. 

A Labour government, he ( 
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Pete Wilson and wife in 1995 when he announced his attempt at the presidency 


says, would guarantee a subsi¬ 
dised job or a training place 
for every young person who 
had been unemployed for 
more than 6 months. This may 
or may not be a sensible idea 
from an economic standpoint, 
but it has been thoroughly 
costed and the source of the 
money (the windfall profits tax 
Utilities) has been identified. 

. In sum. the vague and 
emotive accusations made in 


tonight’s Tory broadcast bore 
no particular relation to the 
dangers posed by a future 
Labour government There 
are many potentially frighten¬ 
ing hints and gaps in Labour 
policies on every subject rang¬ 
ing from privatisation of pen¬ 
sions and financing of higher 
education to the future of 
Europe and defence. 

But the Saatchis will have to 
try harder if they want to 


frighten the voters without 
reminding them of the mixed 
record of the Tory years. All 
they come up with tonight is 
barroom blather. Such accu¬ 
sations can always be levelled 
againsr any government and 
justified with selective statis¬ 
tics — even against a govern¬ 
ment with as many genuine 
achievements to its credit as 
the Tories in the Thatcher 
decade. 


California 
got there 
first with 
fantasy TV 

By Tim Ham E5 

IN THE past Conservative 
party election broadcasts have 
played on memories of 1979. 
offering images of rubbish 
piled in the streets and the 
dead left unburied. 

However, with many voters 
only dimly aware of who 
James Callaghan was, never 
mind what he did. Lord 
Saatchi dearly decided it was 
time for a change. For the first 
time, tonight’s broadcast of¬ 
fers a fantasy future of life 
under Blair, in effect abandon¬ 
ing 1979 for 1999. 

The fantasy future tech¬ 
nique was first used in Califor¬ 
nia by Upton Sinclair in 1934. 
It was perfected there by 
Governor Pete Wilson of Cali¬ 
fornia 60 years later. His 
situation in 1994 was similar 
to John Major’s today. The 
Republicans had held power 
in the state for 12 years. Wilson 
had been elected during a 
recession and raised taxes. 
There were charges of petty 
corruption. The Democrats 
nominated Kathleen Brown, a 
young, moderate figure with a 
vigorous style. She held a 23- 
point lead in the polls. Wilson 
was widely written off as 
finished. 

The Governor fought back 
with television adverts that 
pictured California under 
Kathleen Brown. Immigrants 
from Mexico would flood the 
state. Crime figures would 
explode under her watch. The 
slow improvement in the econ¬ 
omy would be reversed. 

The strategy payed splendid 
dividends. Wilson not only 
recovered but won by 14 points 
on polling day. 
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Get on the ball with Britain's 
only money back credit card 


The new Alliance 8c Leicester Credit Card gives you 
money back on every purchase, every year? There’s n 
other card like it in the U-K. today! 

Just look at all the advantages you enjoy: 

• money back on every purchase, eveiy year 
) double money back of up to 2% in 1997 
ft no annual fee - unlike many other credit cards 
ft up to 46 days interest-free credit 
ft free Purchase Protection 


Get on the ball for 
double money back. 
Apply today 

‘S’CALL FREE 
0500 83 83 83 


X OEK 


Quoting Ref: 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year 


Low standard rates 

of 17.9% APR nnd 
12.9% APR on transferred 

balances’" until they are repaid 


I YES - please send ray FREE I n form ati on Pack on I 
I Affiance Sc Leicester money bads cretBt card. 
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Lonely Tory faces his 
worst fears incarnate 
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Adrian Rogers says homosexuality is “disease-ridden 7 


THE lonelyTooking candidate 

was carrying a small soap box and 
fl anked by two nervy and embar¬ 
rassed young minders. “I know 
you," he said, “you’re the man 
who writes unpleasant things 
about me in The Times. I hardly 
think you’re going to be impartial 
here You don't give a man a tab- 
chance." 

This was the Conservative can¬ 
didate for Exeter, a Tory margin¬ 
al. Dr Adrian Rogers — he of the 
"homosexuality is a sterile, dis¬ 
ease-ridden occupation" opinions 
— did indeed know me I have 
written in the past of the difficulty 
Tory voters in Exeter who are gay. 
or tolerant of others who are, may 
have in voting for him this time 

The contest is made the more 
piquant by the fact that his Labour 
opponent, Ben Bradshaw, is 
openly gay. “Bent Ben," Rogers 
has called him. Worse. Bradshaw 
works for the BBC Worse still, he 
comes from London. Rogers, a GP 
who has led the Conservative 
Family Campaign, finds within 
his sights the very evfl he has 
campaigned against for years. 

The campaign is not going well. 
When Ian Lang, the President of 
the Board of Trade, visited Exeter 
recently, there was, sadly, no time 
to meet the Tory candidate. The 
outgoing Tory MP. Sir John 
Hannam . has found it inconve¬ 
nient to pul in more than a token 
effort on his successor’s behalf. 
Ben Bradshaw, meanwhile, is 
basking (if we may put it thus) in 
Dr Rogers’s disapproval 

Bradshaw is a leggy, fresh- 
faced. floppy-haired young man 
with a quick mind, a pleasant 
manner, a ready smile, a vaunting 
ambition, unlimited energy, a 



MATTHEW PARRIS 


merry laugh and a strategic sense- 
of-humour-failure wherever hum¬ 
our looks risky. 

“Really nice to meet you," “isn’t 
it hot today!". “Absolutely!". 
“Lovely to meet,” “all the best"... 
Mr Bradshaw was canvassing 
Church Road: in new-Labour- 
Speak “blitzing and voter-1 Ding". 

“I’m a Liberal, really," said one 
lady householder, abashed. 

“Absolutely. But you know, 
that’s a little bit of a waste." 

He combines an eagerness to 
gather us ail up with an unsettling 
vagueness as to where he means 
to take us. The project was 
Victory. Full stop. As he leapt 
down the street darting this way 
and that ahead of the throng, he 
reminded me of a Pied Piper of 
Hamelin. 

“I meet a lot of liberal Demo¬ 
crats. voting for me. Here's one of 
my posters, in case you get more 
committed. Then you can stick it 
up." 

"Stick it up where?" I asked. 


.Sense-of-humour failure. “Soft 
Labour, former liberal, eminent¬ 
ly squeezable," he instructed his 
aide briskly, diring for another 
door. 

"I don’t want that Common 
Market," said another woman, 
but Bradshaw changed the sub¬ 
ject. Whatever people asked, he 
switched deftly to the NHS and 
Education. Absolutely. It was as 
though he were programmed. 

“I’m a capitalist" barked one 
elderly lady, round her door. 
“Home rule for England! No 
more money for Scotland]" 

“I'm very religious,” he told us. 
pointing. “That’s my church- Ev¬ 
ery Sunday. Six old ladies and 
me." "Seven old ladies, then," I 
said. Sense^of-humour-fatlure. 
Absolutely. We were nearing the 
Cathedral, outside which Tony 
Blair was to speak after lunch. As 
we entered a pub, one youth, 
mistaking him for Blair, muttered 
"Tony Blair. Full of shit" 

“Isn’t it lovely!" said Bradshaw, 
indicating the Gothic architecture 
outside "You wouldn’t believe it 
was going to be Labour after May 
l.” He ordered a pint of shandy 
and a comish pasty. 

Through the plate glass we had 
seen Dr Rogers. He had arrived to 
canvass the square but seemed 
unsettled by Bradshaw's appear¬ 
ance in the pub. It was then that I 
had stepped outside to meet him. 

“You should be ashamed," Rog¬ 
ers had said, ending our conversa¬ 
tion. “Go home.” I was not 
ashamed, but something disqui¬ 
eted me, attached as I was to Ben 
Bradshaw's self-confident claque 
and sense of approaching victory. 
1 felt that the isolated Dr Rogers 
was rather brave. 



Ben Bradshaw. Dr Rogers's openly gay Labour opponent 
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Tories make capital 
on Prescott’s doubts 


over privatisation 


By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 


THE Tories seized yesterday 
on an admission by John Pres¬ 
cott that Labour had no plans 
to privatise anything, claim¬ 
ing this flew in the face of Tony 
Blair's new conversion to the 
private sector. 

“We don’t have a policy of 
directly wanting to privatise 
anything, quite frankly. But 
we will face the realities of 
what has to be done with pub¬ 
lic assets." Labour’s deputy 
leader told ITN news. 

Dr Brian Mawhinney said 
that view contradicted Mr 
Blair who had spent all week 
giving tile impression that he 
had a privatisation policy. "It 
is now clear that Labour is in 
turmoil and disarray over its 
eleventh-hour conversion to 
privatisation," the Tory Party 
chairman said. “John Prescott 
has little in common with Mr 
Blair and open warfare is now 
breaking out at the very top of 
the Labour Party." 


Mr Prescott told ITN that 
Labour would inherit a finan¬ 
cial crisis from the Tories and 
“we are quite prepared in 
some cases, perhaps, to con¬ 
sider selling, and in some 
cases putting them into 'pub¬ 
lic/private [ownership]". He- 
pointed out that as Mr Blair 
had said, it was not total 
privatisation or total national¬ 
isation, both of which had not 
worked m some cases. 

"It's a combination of practi¬ 
cal common sense. I Ye always 
stood for that A bit of the old 
traditional values in a modem 
setting. I'm quite happy to 
stand by that," he said. 

Last night John Major said 
Labour was in open warfare 
on privatisation policy. Mr 
Blair was now in favour of 
privatisation but Mr Prescott 
had said they did not have a 
policy of wanting to privatise 
anything. “Open policy, open 
mouth, open mind, open war- 
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Blair heads for new 
frontiers in humour 


TONY BLAIR had a funny 
turn last night at a “show” 
for party supporters in 
Plymouth. His Inspiration 
came from another guest 
Patric Stewart — Jean-Luc 
Picard in Star Trek The 
Next Generation. Mr 
Blair told the audience of 
“a heartless being whose 
only motive was power and 
whose only aim was de¬ 
struction". A Borg, per¬ 
haps? “No, Michael 


Howard." A mysterious 
world inhabited by strange 
beings with odd haircuts 
and bewildering beliefs: 
Planet Portillo. “Here on 
planet Earth we don’t have 
Klin go ns, we have Tories. 
First w bad John Major 
dinging on as long as he 
could before calling an 
election. Now we have the 
ultimate ding-on — the so- 
called Honourable Mem¬ 
ber for Tattoo." 


fare, that’s the real Labour 
party up and down the coun¬ 
try," the Prime Minister said. 

Michael Heseltine, the Dep¬ 
uty Prime Minister, earlier 
accused Labour of “cynically 
lying" over ks position on the 
privatisation of the National ‘ 
Air Traffic Control System: ; 

Gordon Brown acknowl¬ 
edged last week that he would 
consider selling it off as part of 
a whole range of possible 
privatisations if he became 
Chancellor. He denied this 
week that it was a U-turn. 

His admission came under 
pressure to say how he would 
fill the £15 billion gap be¬ 
tween Labour’s spending 
plans and the Tories’ privati¬ 
sation receipts. The diclosure 
contradicted a statement by 
Andrew Smith, shadow trans¬ 
port secretary, who told 
Labour's conference last au¬ 
tumn: “Our air is not for sale." 

Over the weekend a Labour 
spokesman claimed that Mr 
Smith had not opposed the 
prinriple of the sell-off. just foe 
particular scheme. He; added?, 
that senior party figures, had' ‘ 
made clear this .year'.that' 
privatisation was an option. \ 

Yesterday, the Tories- re¬ 
leased a letter dated February"- 
5 from Keith Bradley, a shad? 
ow transport minister, to, stiff 
traffic controllers: it insisted 
that Labour was implacably 
opposed to the sell-off. j-..' 

Mr Heseltine, speaking .an. 
Radio 4’s Today progra mme. -• 
highlighted the ephtradictiob. 
He said: “Tony Blair's, deceit is. 
out in the open. He has broken. 
his promises to air traffic 
controllers. He tells them one 
thing in private and another in' 
public." 


Plot thickens in row over 
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‘jobs for Tony’s cronies 


By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 
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TONY Blair was embroiled in 
a row yesterday after the 
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disclosure that veteran Labour 
MPs were being offered jobs 
in the House of Lords to 
persuade them to stand down 
to make way for younger 
candidates. 

Severn Labour stalwarts 
have announced since the 
election was called that they 
were quitting. At least two 
have been offered * high- 
powered jobs in a Labour 
government 

John Evans, 66, an MP for 
23 years, was approached with 
the offer of a senior post by a 
friend who came with the foil 
authority of the Labour leader. 
Allan Rogers, 64, the MP for 
Rhondda was also sounded 
out over whether he would 
accept a peerage in return for 
giving up his safe seat 

The revelations come only a 
day after Sir Ray Piowell, 68. 


the MP for Ogmore since 1979. 
alleged that he was offered a 
peerage by Ran Davies, the 
Shadow Welsh Secretary. “It 
was a straight deal. Whether 
he had the right to do that I 
don't know,- he told the West¬ 
ern Mail yesterday. Mr Da¬ 
vies has denied the charge. 

Mr Evans, a highly respect¬ 
ed backbencher and former 
member of the National Exec¬ 
utive Committee, was ap- 
the day after John 
Major announced the date of 
the general election. 

The unnamed intermediary 
gave him 24 hours to decide 
whether to accept the offer of 
an unspecified job or to stay 
on. Mr Evans decided to 
resign and wait for the call 
from Mr Blair after the 
election. 

Mr Evans said last nighr. 
“No one attempted to pur any 
pressure on me to stand down 


It was entirely my decision." 
But friends say that he was 
offered a senior job. 

Conservative Central Office 
said: “These are jobs in the 
Lords for Tony’s cronies. And 
jobs in the Commons for 
Tony's boys and girls.. Ir is 
Labour sleaze." 


car insurance 
gone up? 

you need help. 

i 

0800 11 22 33 







_ -if 

. ■* 



r-r;: • ' 


■izr 


— — 


tr % _ 


J 2 V.'.. 

a - ~ • 


: ‘ir •. 


j. 

Jr- 




*'££■£? k '> • 




- . 

V;-. v ' 


























































»)l\ iyo 


% THE time s THURSDAY APRIL 101997 

. ^}>£ - ----- - 


ELECTION 97 11 


■■'aeab T i 


'ill 



i \ 

'''W. 


ij'.*-' ‘ .*■ ; v - ’ 


, i- ' , V 


! -> ;<» , i„) 

^ * %Q{ 

-A -.. jjf i 

I it I > : i * 5ii 

*”' a V<? i-i gj 

•i 

' «■ r 3 6“ t />. 

l&J J ?• i* ? | { 

<* * v>r £| 


Heseltine plays leading man 

in staged attack on Labour 

Philip Webster reports how the darling of Central Office returned to the role he loves best 
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h , Es ELTINE firmly 
r '^ himsdf as the darling of 
5?“ 17u OVC ° m « y«lerfay 

that haH ^ fS ° f J ravura electioneering 

th *.? 16 Professionals drooling. 

J ne old campaigner mounted a one-- 
man demolition anempron Tony Blair 
ana the rest of the Labour leadership 
from the moment he appeared on the 
etH- today programme yesterday 
morning until he delivered a rabble' 
™£'«8 rally speech in Chorley last 

* T *“J 5 ^P , J y Wme Minister has 
emerged as the minister the strategists 
turn to most to handle the difficult 
issues; he it was who had the unenvi¬ 
able job of going on air after the 
disclosures about Piers Merchant's 

hostess :ShiP 3 S ° h0 ni S htcfub 

But nobody in the past 20 years has 
more enjoyed the role of hammering 
Labour. And yesterday he did it with a 
gusto. 

His appearance on the Today pro¬ 
gramme was intended to be strictly 
The repercussions 

* jj Hamilton's endorsement did 
indeed put him on the defensive as 
James Naugbije reeled our to him the 
list of admissions that the former 
minister had already made rather than 
those charges he was contesting. 

But Mr Heseltine had been briefed, 
and he succeeded in throwing into the 
interview the charge that Labour had 
lied about its policy on privatisation of 
air traffic control. That story was to 
run all day. 

An hour later Mr Heseltine was 
sirring beside John Major in the Tory 
press conference room. Both of them 
were batting away the expected ques¬ 
tions about Tatton when someone ask- 


Tooy Blair's deceit is now out io the open. He bas broken his promises to 
air traffic controllers op and down the country. He tells them one thing in 
private and another in public. 


This Prime Minister can take the pressure. Tony Blair in this election 
campaign is cracking under the strain. Five changes in policy since the 
manifesto of the Labour Party was pubfishedL This Prime Minister knows 
what it is like to fight for British national self-interest. He fought for it in 
Europe. He secured the opt-out on the social chapter. 


v -.;^' v - ; . 


This man (Tony Blair] ... has sold every principle he ever had in (be 
pursuit of power. 

Labour's programme is superficial, generalised, soft in impact and devoid 
of substance. 


ed about trust, it was the signal Mr 
Heseltine had been waiting for. invited 
to speak by Mr Major, he took centre 
stage with a eulogy of the Prime 
Minister and a character assassination 
of Mr Blair. 

Without referring to notes. Mr 
Heseltine adopted his most sincere 
tone, and poured forth. “The great 
thing about this Prime Minister." he 
said! gesturing in Mr Major's direc¬ 
tion, “is that he tells the truth. Tony 
Blair as an alternative will say almost 
anything in order to get headlines and 
soundbites. This Prime Minister has 
been proved in the job." Then he 


added: “To the best of my knowledge 
Tony Blair has never run anything of 
any significance." 

He was wanning up. “This Prime 
Minister can take the pressure. Tony 
Blair in this election campaign is 
cracking under the strain. Five 
changes in policy since the manifesto of 
the Labour Party was published. This 
Prime Minister knows what it is like to 
fight for British national self-interest. 
He fought for it in Europe. He secured 
the opt-out on the social chapter. He 
secured the right to decide an EMU.” 

Then, adapting one of his most 
quoted remarks, he brought the house 


down. "Frankly 2 could coin a phrase 
about Tony Blair in Europe. They 
would eat Mm for breakfast, lunch, tea 
and dinner. If there is anything left 
they will get up and eat him all over 
again the next day." 

Mr Major looked surprised and 
pleased. 

Onward to the World at One, where 
the no-nonsense Nick Clarke had 
plenty of questions for Mr Heseltine 
about yesterday’s claims and counter¬ 
claims about tax. 

But Mr Heseltine had other ideas. 
He wanted to tell listeners some shock 
news about something John Prescott 
had just said on ITN. Contrary to what 
Mr Blair had said earlier this week, his 
deputy now said that there was no 
policy of privatising anything. “This 
open warfare between John Prescott 
and Tony Blair," Mr Heseltine ex- 
agerrated as Mr Clarke tried to get him 
back to the point. 

But that was not the end of h. The 
dread word “trust" was mentioned 
again, and he was off again. Mr Blair 
had once backed CND, coming our of 
Europe, “nationalising everything". 
He added: “This man has sold every 
principle he ever had in the pursuit of 
power." 

Within seconds, excited Tory party 
strategists were ringing journalists 
asking whether they had heard 
“Hezza". Soon the transcript was doing 
the rounds. 

Campaigning is what Mr Heseltine 
does best and the years have rolled off 
him these past few days. Soon he was 
off to Lancashire and last night he was 
again laying into the enemy. A dose 
aide said: “He is loving every single 
minute of it — the long campaign must 
have been his idea." 
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Spice boy: Michael Heseltine in Wigan yesterday, visiting Patak's spice factory 


Warrior queen raises 
ancient battle standard 

Do mini c Kennedy sees Thatcher storm Hampshire 


EXPECT THE IIH EXPECT ED 


BARONESS THATCHER 
was back doing what she does 
best yesterday, on the cam¬ 
paign trail bossing Tory can¬ 
didates. bashing Labour and 
reminding war veterans that 
she too had battled for 
Britain. 

“Marveffous." she told a 
supporter who asked how she 
felt on her first day of election¬ 
eering. this year. "1 have 
fought ll elections as a candi¬ 
date mid 1 have won." 

Often as she stormed, 
through a garden centre, a 
primary school, an protective 
armour factory and Aldershot 
Town football club, it seemed 
that she was fighting one of 
those fondly remembered 
campaigns again. 

Even the small groups of 
fans who gathered to cheer 
her at each stop of her tour of 
Aldeishot and Christchurch 
seemed to have been left 
behind from another era, 
blue-rinsed ladies and courte¬ 


ous, dapper old gents, who 
insisted on wearing suits de¬ 
spite the warm sunshine. She 
was in vintage costume: an 
electric blue suit, black hand¬ 
bag. white pearls and a gold¬ 
en helmet oflacquered hair. 

Baited by an American 
reporter who disclosed that 
Americans believed Tony 
Blair is the new Lady 
Thatcher, she said: "They 
have got the sex wrong, they 
have got the will power 
wrong, the reasoning wrong, 
the strength wrong. He is 
tryi ng to take over our policies 
in part. It is a kind of 
conversion of convenience. X 
had to make the revolution 
happen by changing every¬ 
thing 1 found in Britain, 
because 1 had a conviction." 

At the school, she was 
introduced to Frederick 
Wood. 89. laden down with 
war medals, a Normandy 
veteran who came to ask: 
“Why should we give away 


our sovereignty and freedom 
to Germany? 1 'saw thousands 
die on the beaches." 

Lady Thatcher replied: “I 
think we are giving too much 
away. ir*s onr fish. We must 
recover our own parliamenta¬ 
ry sovereignty." 

This eloquent statement of 
Thatcherism 1997-style, was 
tost on Mr Wood, who had 
been conserving his batteries. 
“1 forgot to turn my hearing 
atd on." he said afterwards. 

Lady Thatcher fiercely 
bossed Christopher Chope. 
who is trying to wrest Christ¬ 
church back for the Conserva¬ 
tives from the Liberal 
Democrat by-election vicrar 
Diana Maddock. She ordered 
him to mingle with some 
more garden centre visitors, 
saying: “You will win, but you 
will have to work quite hard, 
do you hear? You need a good 
display of posters, you have 
got to see that they are not 
tom down." 
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NO ARRANGEMENT FEE 
3% DISCOUNT IN FIRST YEAR 
NO VALUATION FEE 
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MOVE TO WOOLWICH DIRECT. 


4.29% (4.4% APR ) 

It’s easy to move your mortgage to Woolwich Direct. Wherever 
you are. at home or at work, just pick up the phone and we'll 
give you a quote instantly for our Fee Saver Plus Mortgage. 
There’s a real saving compared with our standard variable rate 
mortgage. So why not spend a few minutes finding out more 
about this excellent deal? Call us now quoting ref: TV104. 
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For years a terrifying giant traumatised a dry that lay 
on the banks of a great river. One day a courageous 
warrior called Sibrius Brabo fought the evil giant 
known as Anrigoon, slew him, cur off his band and 
threw it into the mighty river. From chen on the city 
was known as Handthrow. 

Welcomed with open arms 

Freed from the hideous Anrigoon, people and riches 
flooded into the city making it one of the grandest, 
wealthiest, most colourful and cosmopolitan cities 
around. Over the centuries nothing’s changed. 

Today the streets are still thronged with Lively 
cafe and bars (over 2500), restaurants (over 400) 
and theatres (25). Praise be for such a glorious city 
dedicated to culture, prosperity and a faith in the 
future. Churches (87). Museums and galleries 
abound befitting a city with sucb 
A a strong heritage.' 

v Rubens House and studio 
xjg |. remain intact and his 

: r wraks are commonplace. 

Sculptures by Rodin, 
' . Moore, Hepworth 

and Zadkin rub 
shoulder to shoulder 
' in Middeibeim Park. 

.. Tempting shops, 

stores and boutiques 
My. can be found every- 

' r K. ■' where. And at night 

f £-.. the city rocks to 
,. the sound of music, 
laughter and gaiety. 
: Without doubt, it's 

£ r ^ the most welcoming, 
jV - interesting, fuD, avant- 
^ garde place in the whole 
country with “more attitude 


per square centimetre" than you’ll find 
anywhere else in Belgium. 



A city head and shoulders 
above the nest 

There’s nothing you can't find in Handthrow. With 
the second largest port on the continent, goods of 
every description pour into the city, especially 
diamonds. Handthrow is a world centre for the 
priceless gems and is much larger and vastly more 
important than Amsterdam. The first printers also 
(eft ' their mark. Handthrow s liberal attitude 
attracted scholars, artists and visionaries as well as 
entrepreneurs and merchants from all over Europe. 
They built grand houses, guildhalls and cathedrals 
char remain an edifice to the power and greatness of 
the city and are a wonder to behold as you wander 
across the spectacular squares and down the streets 
and ancient alleyways. 

A city by another name 

Ah impressive statue to Brabo stands proudly in front 
of Antwerp’s Renaissance style Town Hall. Antwerp? 
It’s Flemish for Handthrow. 

Come for a short break and we re sure you'll want to 
throw io the towel and stay. 
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I Td like to explore Flanders from the comfort of I 
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| and a foil colour brochure. j 
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Tories claw back support as 
managers of the economy 


KEY ISSUES: WHICH PARTY IS BEST? 


THE TIMES THU RSDAY APRIL 101997 
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Conservative | 


Labour 


Peter Riddell on MORI poll findings which suggest that 
the voters are beginning to focus on the election issues 


BEST PM 


THE Conservatives have 
sharply improved their rating 
over the past few months as 
the party best able to manage 
the economy and to handle 
taxation, according to the lat¬ 
est MORi poll for The Times. 

The poll, based on inter¬ 
views conducted on Tuesday, 
shows that Labour remains 
well ahead on the key issues 
which people regard as “very 
important" in helping to de¬ 
cide how they vote, such as 
healthcare, education and un¬ 
employment But the Tories 
are in the lead as the best party 
on the next rwo issues in 
ranking of importance: law 
and order and economic man¬ 
agement Out of the 16 issues 
ratal as very important Lab¬ 
our is ahead on eight the 
Tories on seven and the 
Liberal Democrats on one 
(protecting the natural en¬ 
vironment). 

As significant is the big 
relative improvement in the 
Tories' standing as the best 


party on taxation. In Febru¬ 
ary. Labour was in the lead fay 
33 to 31 per cent among those 
regarding the issue as very 
important in deciding their 
votes. Now. the Tones are 
ahead by 41 to 26 per cent The 
Tories haw also improved 
their standing on managing 
the economy: some 45 per cent 
now rate them as the best par¬ 
ty. against 23 per cent for 
Labour. There has been a sim¬ 
ilar shift on Europe, where the 
Tories now enjoy a two-to-one 
lead, whereas the two parties 
were level-pegging a year ago. 

These shifts suggest that the 
start of the campaign has 
started to focus die public's 
minds on the issues and that 
some of the Tory propaganda 
on the economy may have 
started to have an impact 

If the currenr views of all 
voters, rather than just those 
mentioning a particular issue 
as important are compared 
with their attitudes at the 
same stage of the 1992 general 


election campaign, the Tories 
have roughly the same lead 
over Labour on managing the 
economy as they did then. 
However, , the Tory lead on 
Europe and taxation is down 
over the period: Labour is in a 
slightly stronger position now 
on education and health care; 
and the Tories' big lead on law 
and order has virtually been 
eliminated. 

Labour’s shifts on certain 
policies in recent days may 
also have damaged its image 
and that of Tony Blair. The 
number regarding him as the 
most capable Prime Minister 
has dropped from 46 to 35 per 
cent over the past week, with 
above average falls among 
men and among IS to 34-year- 
olds. By contrast, there has 
been a rise of five points to 27 
per cent in the number nam¬ 
ing John Major as the most 
capable Prime Minister but 
also a six-point rise in the don't 
knows to 24 per cent. This 
suggests an increased fluidity 


* R1 Who do you think g 
) |SJ would make the most g 
■ capable Prime Minister. ‘ jc 
i Mr Major. Mr Blair or § 
i Mr Ashdown? 


Major Li 


Blair 


; Ashdown 


Don’t 

know 
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in the campaign, also indicat¬ 
ed by the rising number of 
people saying they may 
change their mind. 

Nonetheless, a clear major¬ 
ity of the public believes that 
Labour is ready to form the 
next Government and Mr 
Blair is ready to be Prime 
Minister. The answers to these 


questions have bear relatively 
stable over the past 18 months 
with between 55 and 58 per 
cent agreeing that Labour is 
ready to form the next govern¬ 
ment (55 per cent now) and 
between 53 and 56 per cent 
agreeing that Mr Blair is 
ready to become Prime Minis¬ 
ter (53 per cent now). 

In each case, about a third of 
the public disagree with the 
proposition that Labour is 
ready to form the next Govern¬ 
ment and Mr Blair to be 
Prime Minister. These figures 
still indicate that the majority 
of people are now prepared for 
a change of government. 

The poll confirms the fluctu¬ 
ations in support for the Refer¬ 
endum Party, now put at 1 per 
cent, compared with a round¬ 
ed up 2 per cent a week ago 
and a peak of 3 per cent before 
Easter. 

□ MORI interviewed IJ14 
adults at S3 sampling point s- 
across Britain on Tuesday, 
April 8. Voting intention fig¬ 
ures exclude those who say 
they will not vote (8 per cent), 
those who say they are unde¬ 
cided (12 per cent) and those 
who refuse to say (4 per cent). 


(% who think 
issue Is 
Important) 

Healthcare (68%) 


Education (61%) 
Law & order (51%) 
Unemployment (49%) 
Pensions (39%) 
Taxation (33%) 
Economy (30%) 
Europe (22%) 
Housing (22%) 

Environment (20%) 
Public 


Liberal Democrats!-II ^ 

f% say party best among 
those who think Issuers - 
important) - 


transport 
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Defence (12%) 
Northern 


Ireland 
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unions (9%) 

Constitution/ 

Devolution 
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worse 
than 
in 1992 

FEWER people say that they 
are certain to vote than at the 
same stage of the last general 
election, according to the 
MORI poll. 

Some 62 per cent of the 
public say they are certain to 
vote, compared with 67- per 
cent three weeks before poll¬ 
ing day in 1992 Nearer to 
polling day, the proportion 
saying they are certain to Vote 
tends to rise. The turnout was 
78 per cent last rime. 

Young people are now much 
less likely than the middle- 
aged to say they are certain to 
vote: 36 per cent of 18 to 24- 
year-olds say they are certain 
to vote—half the proportion of 
those aged over 55. 

Three-quarters or more of 
those of who have deserted the 
Tories since 1992 or who have 
switched behind Labour say 
they are certain to vote. 

Some 28 per cent of those 
expressing a party preference 
say they may change their 
mind before polling day. This 
compares with 16 per cent at 
the end of the last campaign. If 
the undecided are included, 
this suggests that a third of the 
public are floating voters. 




ARTHUR’S 

390g can 

40 p 


OPENING HOORS 

[GLAND & WALES 
m to 8pm Monday to Saturday 
,30am to 4.30pm Sunday 
IOTLAND G NORTHERN IRELAND 
tn to 8pm Monday to Saturday 
m to 6pm Sunday 

rices coned at fine ofgofagto pres, 
flees are subject to stock avafleblUty 


Our policy is to bring you the 
lowest prices on your pet’s food 
- ami that’s guaranteed 

m ^ J PEIartART PRICE GUARANTEE - If in the last 

\ MB ( seven days you have bought any product, 

I 'm excluding livestock, from PETsMART and can 

w prove you could have bought It cheaper from 

SM a local competitor, we guarantee to refund 

. DOUBLE THE DIFFERENCE. Simply show us 
I a receipt showing date and purchase price. 

** I m** ■ RING——I 


Where pets are family* 


mnucntv 



0990114499 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 


Parties back new 
legal network 
on human rights 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


POLITICIANS from the main 
political parties are among top 
QCs and solicitors backing the 
launch tonight of a new legal 
network in support of the 
human rights group Liberty. 

The Conservative Sir Ivan 
Lawrence. QC, the Labour 
peer Lord Archer of Sandwell, 
QC, Alex Carlile. QC, and 
Lord Lester of Heme Hill, QC, 
(liberal Democrats) have 
signed up as founding mem¬ 
bers of Lawyers for Liberty. 

Barristers and solicitors 
joining the network will take a 
leading role in Liberty's work 
of protecting and extending 
human rights, as well as 
contributing financially to its 
work. They will be involved in 
drafting amendments to Bills, 
helping Liberty's litigation 
strategy and considering re¬ 
sponses to changes in the law. 

Others who back the net¬ 
work indude Tony Girling, 
president of the Law Society, 
and Robert Owen, QC, chair¬ 
man of the Bar. Lord Brcrwne- 
Willdnson. the law lord who 
stirred opposition to the Police 
Bill by drawing attention to 
provisions that he said threat¬ 
ened civil liberties, will speak 
at the launch. 

John Wadham, director of 
Liberty, said: “As one of the 
UK's leading dvfl liberties 


and human rights organ¬ 
isations, Liberty has been 
working to protect rights for 
over 60 years. During this 
time lawyers have always had 
an essential role to play. 
Lawyers for Liberty will put 
this on a forma] footing." 

He said the network's aims 
were two-fold. “Partly it is 
about fund-raising but more 
importantly it is to get help 
from lawyers with the wider 
aspects of our work. We have 
always succeeded in finding 
top lawyers to help with 
litigation but we would like to 
involve lawyers more in policy 
and lobbying work," 

□ MPS taking bribes, as al¬ 
leged in.the “cash for ques¬ 
tions" affair, oould for the first 
time face criminal charges 
and fines or prison under 
proposals being considered by 
ail the main parties. John 
Major said yesterday that he 
would "certainly examine the 
question of whether bribery 
[Involving MPsJ should be a 
criminal offence”. 

If bribery had been a crimi¬ 
nal offence, some of the central 
allegations in the "cash for 
questions" affair could have 
been considered by the Crown 
Prosecution Service rather 
than by the internal disciplin¬ 
ary committees. 
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Renewing your x 
home insurance in 
April or May? 


If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga - 
call us NOW 

You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 or 
over you can benefit from 
SAGA Home Insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to mature, 
responsible people like you. 

Saga Insures More Homes 

What is more, SAGA Home 
Insurance is now able to cover 

an even wider range of propotics. 
So even if wc have been unable 
to offer you cover in the past, 
why not call today FREE. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 2 
months of taking out SAGA 
Home Insurance, wc will 
refund you the difference. 
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I Call us today 

Fbr your free no 
obligation quote simply 
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below. We win be 
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questions you have on 
SAGA Home Insurance. 
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Viewers turn to the past in search of light relief 

* uc indifference to tele- with t 
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BBCl s Panorama interview 


with Tony Blair, was 
watched by 4.4 million 
viewers. 

Presented by former News- 
. journalist Fran cine 
Stock, it took 17 percent of the 
available audience—a 50 per 
cent increase on BBCTs usu¬ 
al share. The programme 
gave the channel a rare 
victory over BBCI. beating 
Panorama by 1.6 million 
viewers, despite the feet that 
Panorama had been moved 
from its usual place after the 
Nine O'clock News to a 
prime 830pm slot and had 
the benefit of following East- 


Enders. More than 14.1 mil¬ 
lion watched die soap, yet all 
but 23 million switched off or 
turned over after the credits 
rolled. 

Panorama won a record 
audience of more than 20 mil¬ 
lion for its interview with 
Diana. Princess of Wales, 
and on a good night claims 
5 million viewers. 

By the far the biggest 
television loser of the cam¬ 
paign appears to be BBCJ's 
Nine O’clock News, which 
has lost between one and two 
million viewers since April 1 
when it was extended from 25 
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Old furniture is-beating 
new Labour, and old films 
are luring attention away 
from the television news, 
writes Alexandra Frean 


minutes lo nearly an hour to 
Indude special election cover¬ 
age. According to unofficial 
figures, the programme, 
which had an average audi¬ 
ence of 6.1 million in 19%, 
dropped to an average of 
4.4 million last week, bottom¬ 


ing at 33 million on Friday. 
On Monday it had an audi¬ 
ence of just 3.9 million. 

A spokeswoman for the 
BBC denied that the figures 
were down. “There is no 
alarming dip,'* she said. Rival 
broadcasters say, however. 


that BBCI. driven by its 
public service remit and its 
“mission to explain'’, appears 
virtually to have given up 
competing for ratings in 
large parts of (he schedule 
during the general election. 

BBCZ's News night, which 
has been extended by 15 
minutes for the duration of 
the campaign, has suffered a 
slight loss of viewers, drop¬ 
ping from around U million 
to around 1 million. Channel 
4 News is also down slightly 
from around 0.74 million to 
0.7 million. 

ITVs News at Ten. which 


is packing its election cover¬ 
age into its normal half-hour 
slot, has also seen a slight fall 
in audiences during the cam¬ 
paign. down from an average 
of 63 million last year to 
53 million last week. 

The fledgling Channel 5 
also appears to have benefit¬ 
ed from the exodus from 
BBCPs Nine O'Clock News. 
Its strongest slot is at 9pm 
during weekdays when it 
shows feature films. On 
Monday its screening of the 
Hollywood film Highlander 
attracted 1.4 million viewers, 
giving the channel a 7 per 


cent audience share, 2 per 
cent more than its target 
There does appear to be a 
hard core of dedicated polit¬ 
ical viewers, however, willing 
to seek out specialist pro¬ 
grammes. BBCZ’s decision to 
screen Newsnight on Satur¬ 
days at 7.05pm during the 
election campaign has 
proved an unexpected suc¬ 
cess. Last Saturday the pro¬ 
gramme was watched by 
13 million viewers — consid¬ 
erably more than the week¬ 
day edition. 

Television, page 47 


Bell goes all-out 
for victory in 
a new war zone 




aces 


THERE was no mortar fire on 
tne Cheshire roads yesterday, 
just potential voters, but Mar¬ 
tin Bell's blood was up as he 
drove for his first big sortie in 
the war on Neil Hamilton. 

Sitting in the back of a 
Green Vauxhail. driven by 
Ruth Stubbs, of WilmsJow, 
Mr Bell was intent on aveng¬ 
ing the open-air ambush that 
Mr Hamilton and Christine, 
his formidable wife, had in¬ 
flicted on him on Tuesday. It 
had been a polished job in 
which the old pro had thrown 
the neophyte onto the defen¬ 
sive in a verbal brawl. “I was 
hesitant at first, but now /hi 
going to nail this man," Mr 
Bell said through gritted teeth. 

The outing to Wilrnslow. to 
greet the citizens of the Tatton 
constituency, was the first 
since the local Conservatives 
endorsed as their candidate 
Mr Hamilton, die man at the 
centre of the sleaze saga, and 
launched the campaign of his 
would-be newsman nemesis. 
Sirring in front Melissa. 22. 
the daughter whom he calls 
“my Mrs Hamilton", said that 
the ambush had fired up her 
father to fight hard for election 
victory. 

Adding to the emotion was 
the fact that Mr BelJ. had just 
bade farewell to the. BBC. 
telephoning his resignation 
and burning his bridges after 
35 years as a reporter, much of 
it abroad. He had become an 
embarrassment, he said, and 
the Beeb had shown a certain 
relief, but he was sure his love 
affair with the corporation 
would never end. “1 had a high 
profile. They could never have 
taken me back." 

Mr Bell. 58. had emerged 
for his drive from the cellar 
bar of the Long View hotel at 
Knutsford. the headquarters 
of a campaign that is so far 
being run by Melissa, a War¬ 
wick University politics grad¬ 
uate, and a couple of helpers 



Fired up after his first 
skirmish with the 
enemy, Tatton’s new 
candidate has been 
marshalling his troops 
for battle, reports 
Charles Bremner 


including the landlord's 
daughter. “I desperately need 
staff," the newsman said as he 
fielded calls, talked strategy 
and tried to learn the local 
political cast. 

One of his well wishers was 
John Stalker, the former Man¬ 
chester police chief, who 
dropped in yesterday to offer 
to be his guide in local affairs. 
Mr Stalker declined to give his 
party leaning. Mr Bell is eager 
to gather local Tory backing to 
balance his Labour and Ub- 
Dem .support. No Tory official 
has joined him. but he is 
getting calls from Conserva¬ 
tive voters. 

Absent from the car yester¬ 
day were the visible nerves of 
Monday's London press con¬ 
ference when Mr Bell, a man 
of a solemnity rare in a trade 
whose practitioners style 
themselves cynics, paraded 
his fear over his sudden 
launch into the political deep 
end. at the suggestion of 
Labour and Liberal Democrat 
leaders. 

He was still absorbing the 
scale of his decision to throw 
down the gauntlet in the most 
closely watched seat in the 
land and seeing the local 
Labour and Liberal Democrat 
candidates withdraw to let 
him to fight on an anti-cor¬ 
ruption ticket. "1 think I'm 
either in a dream or a night¬ 
mare and l won't find out until 
the morning of the 2nd of 
May.” But. he had "crossed 
the red line". 

"1 am a former journalist 


We owe a lot to 
our soldiers who 
fight for us... 



guarding our freedom and protecting our 
children's future. Some fall on hard times 
need your help to help them 
A donation, a covenant, a legacy or through the 
Payroll Giving Scheme toThe Army Benevolent 
Fund will help soldiers, ex-soldiers and their 


families in need 
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and now a politician," he said, 
as if not quite believing it. “It’s 
hard to break this habit. It’s 
very difficult to break the 
habits of a lifetime. I was 
walking past the newspaper 
shop and saw the papers and I 
thought I wonder how I'm 
going to cover this campaign 
and rhen I said 'Bless my soul, 
you are this campaign’." The 
newsman has had plenty of 
experience of campaigns, 
ranging from Nixon and 
Humphrey in 1%S to El 
Salvador, but he has not 
witnessed a British election 
since 1974. All those years 
abroad have put him into 
something of a rime warp. 

As enthusiastic as Mr Smith 
going to Washington, the acci¬ 
dental politician said that he 
would give his all to scale the 
daunting learning curve 
ahead of him. He might be a 
political innocent, but "by a 
year or two I'd hope to be the 
best member that Tation ever 
had and I think that's a 
reasonable ambition". 

The path from newsman to 
independent MP is far from 
certain, although local book¬ 
makers were giving him fa¬ 
vourite. Striding in the 
sunshine through Wilrnslow. 
a prosperous town studded 
with BMW's and Jaguars. Mr 
Bell found many a well wish¬ 
er, but also many an eyebrow 
raised over the parachutist 
from London. Clear admira¬ 
tion for the newsman celebrity 
was mixed with grumbling 
about Labour srunrs. 




Martin Bell and Melissa, his daughter and “agent", go campaigning in Wilmslow, a prosperous town studded with BMWs and Jaguars 


“I don’t come from another 
planet. I come from Suffolk. I 
have strong connections with 
the Cheshire Regiment," the 
foreign correspondent reas¬ 
sured those who queried his 
credentials. “Do you have any 
fiindamenraJ beliefs?" won¬ 
dered a blazer-wearing busi¬ 
nessman in his 50s, who 
subjected the candidate to a 
Paxman-style grilling. “Don’t 
you feel you've been set up? 
What do you know of the 
Tatton constitutency"? 

Mr Bell says he he will 
move beyond the single isue of 
sleaze to offer “broad brush" 
positions on such things as the 
European single currency and 
health issues. He needs to 
bone up on detail and openly 
pleads ignorance. 

It's a' bit like landing in 
some country and getting the 
story, he told the audience in 
Knutsford’s linle theatre, at 
risk of ruffling a few feathers. 
"IYe been to SO countries. You 
have to understand things 
very quickly and turn things 
round very quick." 


Devoted daughter steals the limelight 


By Carol Midglev 

IF THE hattle for Tatton was to be fought 
on the issue of glamour, not sleaze, 
Martin Beil would already have it in the 
bag. His new secret weapon against Neil 
Hamilton was yesterday revealed to be 
his daughter. Melissa, a 24-year-old 
blonde, who has stepped delicately into 
the fray to take on the role of emergency 
press officer for her father. 

Already Miss Bell, who normally 


works in Brussels for the international 
news agency Reuters, is causing quite a 
stir in die Cheshire constituency'. Young 
male voters have been spotted staring 
longingly during her walkabouts with her 
father, while older voters say they see her 
as a “pleasant antidote" to the formidable 
Christine Hamilton. 

Worse news for the Hamilton camp 
may be that Miss Bell, the eldest of two 
daughters, is intelligent, articulate, bilin¬ 
gual. as well as utterly photogenic. She is 


also totally devoted to her father, whom 
she says will make a “great MP — not 
beholden to some party whip in Westmin¬ 
ster ... Like all daughters with famous 
fathers. 1 worship him." 

She graduated from Warwick Univer¬ 
sity with a 2:1 degree in politics. She says 
she is currently unattached, and has 
taken up snow-boarding. Although she 
works in marketing for Reuters in 
Brussels, her ambition is to move into 
print journalism. 


ARE YOU PAYING 
MORE THAN 


Blair turns the 
screws to keep 
sleaze in news 

By James Landale and Polly Newton 


TONY BLAIR stepped up the 
pressure on Neil Hamilton to 
resign last night, claiming that 
if a Labour candidate had 
behaved in the same way he 
would have been dropped. 

Mr Blair, using a keynote 
speech for the first time to 
tackle the slea 2 e issue, called 
Mr Hamilton a “symbol of 
Tory dishonesty and a testimo¬ 
ny to weak leadership". 

But John Major called on 
Conservative voters in Tatton 
to back Mr Hamilton. He 
declared: “1 would vote for 
Neil Hamilton because l 
would like to continue with the 
policies of lowering taxes 
when it is affordable, improv¬ 
ing the choice in education for 
parents, making sure the 
health service is improved, 
making sure we don’t go down 
the route towards a federal 
Europe and making sure we 
carry on the improvements of 
the last five years into the next 
five years.” 

The Prime Minister added 
that, if and when Mr Hamil¬ 
ton “is shown to have misbe¬ 
haved. then he should face the 


House of Commons and (itj 
should decide how to 
respond". 

Speaking to party support¬ 
ers in Plymouth. Mr Blair said 
he was willing to give Mr 
Hamilton the benefit of the 
doubt over accusations 
against him which are as yet 
unproven. But the Labour 
leader insisted; "There are 
enough wrongdoings to merit 
Mr Hamilton’s stepping down 
and it is a stain on the political 
process that he has not." 

He said: "If a candidate of 
mine had taken the gifts and 
payments Mr Hamilton took 
without declaring them, he 
would not be a Labour candi¬ 
date. (f a candidate of mine 
had lied to the Deputy Prime 
Minister and the Cabinet Sec¬ 
retary, he would not lx a 
Labour candidate." 

Mr Blair added: “The fact 
that he is still there has 
nothing whatever to do with 

the rules of the Conservative 
Party constitution. It has 
everything to do with the 
weakness of the Conservative 
Party leadership." 
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Wily Cook unwilling to be saddled with his horse’s guilt 







PETER BARNARD 


AT L\ST this election campaign 
has a real issue; does Robin Cook 
take part in fox-hunting,' or does he 
just ride horses ttiat take part m fox¬ 
hunting? Is riding a horse that 
follows hounds the same as taking 
part in fox-hunting? Can a horse be 
guDty of fox-hunting but its rider 
not guilty? 

I mused on these matters after an 

otherwise humdrum launch of the 
BBCs Election Coil, which began 
yesterday and runs every weekday 
until polling day. The return of 
Election Call in mothballs since 


1992. means the return of the dread 
word simulcast, for the programme 
is simultaneously broadcast on 
BBC1 and Radio 4. So you had the 
choice of looking at Cook, or not 
looking at him. 

I looked, but used the radio 
sound, a technique taken from 
football commentaries. The first 
half was dull although there was a 
goalmouth scramble when Cook 
nearly accused a caller of being a 
Tory stooge. Heaven forfend. 

Clive Baxter from Chesterfield. 
Derbyshire, had called up to accuse 


Labour of “aping Tory polities", 
which raised the alarming prospect 
of a member of the public who had 
actually read the Labour manifesto. 
Cook started: “I think. Clive, you've 
got two separate briefs from Central 
Office..." 

Peter Sissons, the presenter, said: 
“You're not accusing him of being a 
Central Office stooge, are you?", 

and Baxter interjected: “Well I'm 

most certainly not a member of the 
Conservative Party." Cook had the 
last word on Tory membership, but 
spoilt it by mixing up dive Baxter’s 


name: "Wei they’re a diminishing 
band, Mr Clive ...” After that, 
there was a slight frisson when Eric 
Maddocks from Taunton wanted to 
know if Labour MPs* sponsorship 
by unions was not “money for 
questions on the grand scale". 

Cook replied that be was "con¬ 
nected” with RMT, the rail union, 
but “it is not sponsorship, it's an 
agreement between the unions and 
my constituency party". The ran 
union “might take a different view 
[on rail privatisation! from that that 
is currently being expressed by the 


Labour leadership". It was undear 
whether Cook and the Labour 
leadership are one and the same. 

And so to Peter Evelyn ot 
London. Mr Evelyn, unusually for a 
city dweller, was in favour of field 
sports and said “I understand you 
are as well." There was little chance 
of the position being so simple. 

Cook: “I’ve never hunted. I've 
never shot I’ve never fished." 

Sissons: “But you tide.” 

Cook: “Oh I ride, yes, but lots of 
people ride who never ride to 
hounds, l thoroughly enjoy riding. 


Sissons: So you don’t ride to 
hounds?" 

Cook: “No. 131 freely admit that I 
have ridden horses that have fol¬ 
lowed bounds. I hope that doesn’t 
make me guilty." . 

The image of the dapper Foreign 
Secretary-in-waiting out for a canter 
when his horse sniffs hounds and 
dashes off in pursuit, oblivious to 
every tug on the reins, is quite en¬ 
gaging — unless the scene is a meta¬ 
phor, with th e unions as the horee. 

Radio, page 46 


Famous Tory names hope 
familiarity breeds intent 

Damian Whitworth meets Norman Lamont, and Michael Horsnell meets 
David Amess, who have switched constituencies after boundary changes 








THEY are two familiar faces 
in new places: one-time Tory 
heroes who have moved on 
after boundary changes left 
their old seats unsafe or non¬ 
existent. 

In this election, the former 
Chancellor Norman Lamont, 
once John Major’s right-hand 
man, is standing to become a 
North Yorkshire MP after 
losing his place in the Home 
Counties. And David Amess, 
once the champion of Basildon 
Man. hopes foe coast is dear 
for him to win the safer seat of 
Southend West long guarded 
by an old Tory dynasty. 

Mr Lamont has mostly 
spumed offers of local TV 
debates, newspaper inter¬ 
views or even photo calls, and 
is confining himself to voters* 
doorsteps in Harrogate and 
Knaresborough. He seems to 
have realised that he has a 
fight on his hands protecting a 
Tory majority of 9,211. 

list week, the former MP 
for the now vanished constitu¬ 
ency of Kingston upon 
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Lamont thinks Labour surge may help him 


Thames he was in London 
while his liberal Democrat 
opponents were canvassing 
Tireiesly. Then The Times dis- 
dosed Mr Lament’s Big Idea: 
a pane! including Lord Ar¬ 
cher. Lord Lloyd-Webber and 
Lead Palumbo to advise an the 
future of foe Harrogate area. 
The scheme was treated with 
moderate enthusiasm in the 
area. However, a weekend 
survey suggested that many 


Labour supporters were plan¬ 
ning to cast their votes for the 
Liberal Democrats in a tacti¬ 
cal ploy. On Monday. Mr 
lamont hit the streets again. 

Paddy Ashdown has also 
visited Harrogate, and took 
Mr Lamont as the starting 
point for his speech at a 
Westminster rally: “We really 
have got Norman Lamont on 
foe run. After rejections from a 
dozen seats, he ended up in 


Harrogate. Norman was out 
of the frying pan and into the 
fire.” 

Mr Lamont clinched the 
nomination for Harrogate by 
just a handful of local party 
votes, after months of humili¬ 
ating rejection by other Con¬ 
servative Associations. Bur the 
Boundary Commission has 
caused upheave! here too. 
taking away affluent rural 
pockets from the constituency, 
which had remained a safe 
Tory seal for 23 years in the 
hands of Robert Banks, who 
lived in Suffolk. 

The Liberal Democrats are 
rampant Of the 35 councillors 
in foe constituency, 28 are 
Liberal Democrat and only 
three Tory. Mr Lament's key 
opponent is Phil Willis, a head 
teacher who has led the coun¬ 
cil since 1990. Mr Willis, 55, is 
comparing his own financial 
acumen With foe local budget 
with Mr Lamont’s days as 
Chancellor. 

Mr Willis said: “I don’t 
blame him entirely for Black 
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Family tradition: Lady Iveagh campaigning in Southend in 1927. Below, her grandson and successor 
Paul Channon, left who is retiring after 38 years in the seat and his would-be successor David'Amess ■ 


Wednesday, but I do blame 
him for tax promises he didn't 
keep and for VAT on foci." 

The Times finally tracked 
down Mr Lamont an his way 
bade to his campaign head¬ 
quarters after a pub bunch. He 
was then, setting off to 
Kn ares borough with his wife 
and party workers. He said he 
did not believe that newspa¬ 
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pers hugely influenced voters, 
and he wanted to spend time 
meeting constituents. 

Eventually, he agreed to an - 
interview: “I have been work¬ 
ing exceedingly hard here for 
a year and a quarter and have 
met a huge number of people. 
When I was out today. I met a 
chap whom I had met three 
times before. 1 have been here 
every weekend apart from a 
I handful, and in midweek quite 
a lot” 

He said that he was espe¬ 
cially interested in issues re¬ 
garding the heritage of 
Harrogate, which was being 
over devdopd by the Liberal 
Democrats. His own survey, 
he claimed, showed that the 
Labour vote was risings sharp¬ 
ly, and. those of the, Lib Dans 
and the. Tones were dropping... 
“And that is what I believe will 
happen." So the Labour rise 
would return him to 
Westminster. 

Life is looking simpler for 
David Amess. described as the 
only Conservative to have 
moved nearer to Europe since 
the election was called. He has 
taken the “chicken run” from 
the concrete walkways of mar¬ 
ginal new-town Essex for 
Southend West’s Tory major¬ 
ity of 12,000, guarded by the 
Guinness-Channon dynasty 
for most of the centuiy. 

It was occupied by foe 
former Cabinet minister Paul . 
Channon for 38 years. Mr 
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Chatman's grandfather, foe 
Honourable R, E. C. L. Guin¬ 
ness. was elected io J912. 
Mr ;Channon;s grandmaster,’ 
Lady Iveagh .was. elected;, ifi. 
1927, and went oh to be chosen 
by Baldwin as the first woman 
to chair a party conference, 
because he thought it was 
going to be “difficult”. The seat 
was passed to her son Sir 
Henry “Chips” Channon, and 
finally to Paul Channon ax foe 
age of 23, in 1959. 

The contrast between the 
patrician figure of Mr 
Channon (Eton, Oxford and 
foe Blues) and Mr Amess does 
hot alarm foe cockney ex¬ 
grammar schoolboy, whose 
parents worked as an electri¬ 
cian and a tea lady. At Iveagh 
Hall, his campaign headquar- 


- VJI 


ters, Mr Amess joked: “If I 
want to start a new family 
tradition. Icould goone better. 
■My saq jg also.David Amess. 

: * although^ Lain .not encourage 
ing him to go into politics. 

“Mr Chanrton served South- 
end well. It is rather .different 
here from Basildon. ItS.^ 
civilised area'with traditions,”. 

Mr Amess claims that far; 
from leaving Basildon, where 
a notional 22 per cent swing 
would hand the seat to Lab¬ 
our, Basildon left him: “Even. 
my headquarters and constit¬ 
uency association there are. 
now in another constituency 
because of . foe boundary 
changes. 

“It is no longer the same 
seat I was foe first and last 
MP for Basildon.” 
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> Kohl’s wise men urge two-year delay on euro 

Chirac visits Bonn -- 

to heal differences 


OVERSEAS NEWS 15 


Prom Deborah Collcuit in bqnn 


ipital 


TWO of Germany's -five wise 
men nave cast doubt on their 

Government’s ability to fulfil 
entry criteria for ‘economic 
and monetary union (EMU) 
TTieir misgivings emerged 
before talks in Bonn last n£ht 
between Helmut Kohl, the 
Chancellor, and President 
Chirac of France, aimed at 
patching up growing Franco- 
German differences over 
Europe. 

Professor Herbert Hax, tile 
president of the group of top 
five independent economists 
v who advise the German 
Government, backed corn- 
menu by Professor Roif 
Peffekoven, Ids colleague. Pro¬ 
fessor Pfeffekoven said the 
start of EMU would have to be 
delayed by up to two years 
because of Bonn’s strict inter¬ 
pretation of the Maastricht 
treaty entry' criteria. 

In an interview with Co¬ 
logne’s Express newspaper. 
Professor Peffekoven said this 
line of monetary policy was 
wise to a point, but not as 
regards reducing the budget 
deficit to 3 per cent of the gross 
domestic product this year in 
time for monetary union entry 
on January 1,1999. 

“As a softening of die con- 
0 vergence criteria is now out of 
V the question, the single cur¬ 
rency must be delayed for 
between one to two years,” he 
said. The professor, who lec¬ 
tures in finance at Mainz 
University, said the Chancel¬ 
lor and Then Waigel. the 
Finance Minister, had more 


ion 


room to play with than they 
allowed themselves. 

Professor Hax. a lecturer in 
finance at Cologne University 
echoed the views of his cot- 
league in an interview in 
today's Kd/ner/Banner Rund¬ 
schau by saying it was too late 
to relax interpretation of the 
criteria. 

“It is better to hang on the 
hardline approach and delay 
the start of the euro," he said, 
adding that if European 
Union members could agree 
to a relaxation of the conver¬ 
gence terms then they “should 
say so today, so that the 
countries can adjust”. 

He told the newspaper that 
it was unlikely Germany 
would fulfil the criteria in the 
present economic climate. 
“Other EU countries have the 
same problem and a single 
European currency with only 
a few participants makes no 
sense." he said. 

The euro was one of the 
topics due for discussion in 
Borin last night and President 
Chirac is sure to be unsettled 
by Professor Peffekoven’s 
comments. 

The junior coalition part¬ 
ners of Herr Kohl’s Christian 
Unions, the Free Democrats 
fFDPJ. met the Chancellor in 
Bonn on Tuesday to smooth 
over a rift between Herr 
Waigel and Klaus Kinkel. the 
FDP Foreign Minister. 

“Along with other EU col¬ 
leagues. you should get on 
with your job of concentrating 
on the political union and save 




Helmut Kohl rings the bell to open yesterday's Cabinet meeting, while two top advisers were urging him to ring the changes on EMU 


us your advice on the single 
European currency,” Herr 
Waigel warned Herr Kinkel 
in response to a newspaper 
article quoting the Foreign 
Minister as saying Germany 
was at “the point of no return’ 
with the euro. 

Herr Waigel interpreted his 
colleague’s comment as an 
attempt to indicate that 
Germany should soften its 


stand on the stability criteria 
— a view described as “unnec¬ 
essary and exaggerated" by 
the FDP. The Finance Minis-, 
ter denied reports that he had 
relaxed his efforts to match the 
budget to the 3 per cent target. 

Sources in Bonn said the 
Government considered Herr 
Kinkel was making life hard 
by implying the criteria could 
be interpreted more loosely 


when the Finance Minister 
and Chancellor have no inten¬ 
tion. at present of straying 
from the hardline approach. 

International markets will 
be hoping for a statement 
from the Chancellor after his 
meeting with President Chirac 
to explain Germany’s dogged 
policy on strict criteria compli¬ 
ance amid signs that it cannot 
meet it. 


Professor Peffekoven said in 
view of the latest unemploy¬ 
ment figures—a small month¬ 
ly fall but a new March post¬ 
war record of 4.48 million or 
11.7 per cent—Germany could 
easily fail to fulfil the criteria. 
“I predict average unemploy¬ 
ment of 4.2 million in 1997, 
thar is to say that no change in 
the trend can be achieved." he 
said. “Therefore it will be 


difficult to reach the 3 per cent 
deficit criteria." He added that 
as the Government had ruled 
out further tax increases, pub¬ 
lic spending and welfare bene¬ 
fits would have to be 
drastically reduced. 

During their informal talks. 
Herr Kohl and M Chirac are 
expected to discuss European 
Union reform plans and the 
expansion of Naro. 


Author aspires to Spanish H-free zone I Two named over Calvi death 



Garcia Marquez: says 
spelling is redundant 


From Giles Tremlot 

IN MADRID 

SPANISH children may be 
dancing with joy but a pro¬ 
posal by Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, the Nobel laureate, 
to do away with spelling has 
caused consternation in the 
hallowed halls of the Royal 
Academy of Spain. 

“Spelling should be pen¬ 
sioned oft” the author of One 
Hundred Years of Solitude 
recommended. “It terrorises 
human beings from birth.” 

The illustrious members of 
the Royal Academy, which 
has acted as both protector of 


the Spanish language and 
arbiter of orthographic ac¬ 
ceptability for the past two 
centuries, have reacted with 
scorn. “It would make Span¬ 
ish like English, a language 
with no rules." Luis Coytisolo. 
the author and academy 
member, complained. 

Senor Garcia Marquez said 
a first step towards getting rid 
of spelling should include the 
banishing of two letters from 
the Spanish alphabet. He 
suggested axeing the silent 
and therefore useless letter H. 
and merging the B with the V, 
which are pronounced more 
or less the same Were his 


proposals to win acceptance. 
Spanish greetings would nev¬ 
er be the same. ;Hola.' would 
become ;Ola!, and jBien- 
venido! (Welcome) would 
have to be either iBienbenido! 
or iVienvenido! 

Senor Garcia Marquez 
made his call before King 
Juan Carlos of Spain and an 
audience of academics gath¬ 
ered at the International Con¬ 
gress of the Spanish 
Language in Mexico. His 
ideas went down well with 
Latin American academics. 
“Spelling is used to oppress 
people." Raul Avila, the Mexi¬ 
can linguist, enthused. 


From Richard Owen 

IN ROME 

MAG ISTRATES in Rome yes¬ 
terday issued arrest warrants 
for two mafiosi allegedly in¬ 
volved in the death of Roberto 
Calvi. the Vatican-linked fi¬ 
nancier known as "God’s 
Banker", who was /bund 
hanging under BLackfriars 
Bridge. London, in 1982. 

The warrants were served 
on Pippo “The Cashier" Calo 
and Flavio Carboni, described 
as a Rome businessman. Calo. 
a Cosa Nostra member, is 
already in prison For gangland 
crimes. Signor Carhoni was 


recently extradited to Italy 
from Switzerland on charges 
relating to the collapse of 
Banco Ambrosiano. which 
Calvi ran. He was not immed¬ 
iately arrested, but his home 
was searched. 

Reports said the arrest war¬ 
rants were the result of infor¬ 
mation given to police by 
Francesco Marino Mannoia. a 
Mafia supergrass. 

The coroner’s court in 
London which investigated 
Calvi's death was unable to 
decide if he had taken his own 
life or been murdered. During 
an Italian government crack¬ 
down on Cosa Nostra last 


summer. Francesco “Frank 
the Strangler" Di Carlo, a 
leading Mafia gangster, re¬ 
portedly confessed to killing 
Calvi. who had been president 
of Banco Ambrosiano. which 
was. in effect, run by the 
Mafia and collapsed' with 
huge debts In 1982. 

Di Carlo was arrested in 
Britain in 1987 and sentenced 
to 25 years for drugs traffick¬ 
ing. but was extradited to Italy 
last June. Police said at the 
rime that they believed the 
Mafia had wanted Calvi dead 
because he pocketed money 
invested by Mafia bosses in 
Banco Ambrosiano. 


Nato deal 
paves way 
for French 
re-entry 

By Michael Evans 
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 


PARIS is ready to resolve its 
dispute with the Americans 
over the command of Nam’s 
southern Europe headquar¬ 
ters. which should guarantee 
France's reintegration into the 
alliance’s military structure 
after an absence of 31 years. 

The first stage in a deal 
between Washington and Par¬ 
is emerged yesterday when it 
was confirmed that a Nato- 
Russia summit to sign a 
security charter will be held in 
Paris on May 27, if talks with 
Moscow are completed in 
rime. 

The choice of Paris for an 
event that will formalise a new 
strategic partnership between 
Nato and Russia is a signifi¬ 
cant boost for French prestige. 
It will also provide proof for 
the French that Nato has 
changed sufficiently since the 
end of the Cold War to justify 
France's return to the integrat¬ 
ed structure which it left in 
March 1966. 

The second pan of the deal 
is expected to be a compromise 
under which the Americans 
will retain command of Allied 
Forces Southern Europe 
(Afsouth), based in Naples, 
but a European will be given a 
new four-star deputy com¬ 
mander post which will be 
responsible for all European 
force structures in the region. 

France has been demanding 
that a European should be in 
command at Afsouth but the 
United States, which has the 
6th Fleet in the Mediterra¬ 
nean. has refused to relin¬ 
quish control of the key 
headquarters command. 
French ministers said they 
would drop plans to reinte¬ 
grate unless they got their 
way. 

The anticipated deal with 
Paris will mean that France 
will formally announce its 
reintegration at the Nato 
summit in Madrid in July 
when invitations are to be 
made to Poland, the Czech 
Republic and Hungary to join 
the alliance. 

Confirmation that Paris has 
been chosen for the Nato- 
Russia summit came from 
Yevgeni Primakov, the Rus¬ 
sian Foreign Minister, after 
talks yesterday with President 
Chirac. He said President 
Yeltsin had accepted an invita¬ 
tion to visit Plans tin May 27. 
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Prime Minister of Zaire replaced amid protests as Lubumbas hi falls 

‘Mobutu Is 


histoiy’ says 
US as rebels 
near capital 

By Sam Kjley, africa correspondent 
and Bronwen Maddox in Washington 



AMERICA called on Zaire's 
ailing President Mobutu to 
step down and leave the 
country yesterday as violence 
readied the capital. Kinshasa, 
and government troops failed 
to stop the nation's second dty, 
Lubumbashi. from falling to 
rebels. 

Supporters of Etienne 
Tshisekedi dashed with 
troops firing teargas in Kin¬ 
shasa after the newly-appoint¬ 
ed Prime Minister was 
arrested and Mr Mobutu 
named a successor. However, 
with Laurent Kabila's mainly 
Tutsi-led rebels 120 miles to 
the east of the capital, the 
White House publicly round¬ 
ed on its ally of the past 25 
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years. Mike McCuny. fee 
White House spokesman, 
said: “Mobutuism is about to 
become a creature of history". 
' In Lubumbashi.' troops 
from die Alliance of Demo¬ 
cratic Forces for the Liberation 
of Congo-Zaire entered the 
southern outskirts before tak¬ 
ing over. They were cheered 
by civilians who, after 32 years 
of dictatorship, see the rebels 
as their liberators. 

The guerrillas, who had met 
little opposition in their march 
across the country, encoun¬ 
tered strong initial resistance 
turn Mr Mobutu’s presiden¬ 
tial division, which had been 
reinforced overnight. By 
niphtfall, however, it was con- 
finned that the rebels were in 
charge, and only celebratory 
gunfire could be heard. 

Yesterday the rebels also 
took Likasi, 60 miles north 
west of Lubumbashi — for¬ 
merly Elizabeth ville — with¬ 
out a fight 

The town is the centre of 
Zaire'S cobalt and copper in¬ 
dustries and of secessionist 
movements since the 1960s. 
The rebel forces were reported 
to be advancing on at least 
three fronts, including one 




Etienne Tshisekede, the Prime Minister, is flanked by security forces as he tried to enter the Kinshasa parliament yesterday. He was detained later 


from the south along the 
Zambian border with Zaire. 

The local population, citi¬ 
zens of tite province formerly 
known as Katanga, have se¬ 
cessionist sentiments which 
run deep, and do not support 
the government forces. 

Lubumbashi. the capital of 
Shaba province, represents 
die final economic prize for the 
rebels. The province generates 
most of tile Government’s 
revenue. 

Government troops 


prowled the dty yesterday, 
taking vehicles from civilians 
and menacing businesses. 
Many foreigners haved al¬ 
ready fled to Zambia in fear of 
army looting. 

In Kinshasa, government 
troops detained Mr Tshise¬ 
kedi. a longtime enemy of Mr 
Mobutu, after firing teargas at 
supporters near his car. About 
2,000 protester s scattered in 
panic. Mr Tshisekedi was 
later dismissed and Mr 
Mobutu appointed Likulia 


Brazil’s brutal police caught on video 


From Gabriblla Gamini 

IN RIO DE JANEIRO 

VIDEOTAPE footage of Brazilian police 
beating and executing civilians in slums 
in Sao Paulo and Rb de Janeiro has 
provided visual evidence of a brutality 
that human rights organisations have 
condemned for years. 

The scenes, shown on every news 
bulletin for the past week, have forced the 
authorities to take punitive measures 
against a force widely known to be heavy- 
handed and corrupt President Cardoso, 
keen an “cleaning up" his country’s poor 
human rights record, yesterday set up a 


Secretariat of Human Rights to investi¬ 
gate atrocities. The policemen shown in 
tiie videos will receive exemplary punish¬ 
ment’' he said. 

Six military policemen were arrested in 
Rio on Tuesday after Globo TV aired 
footage by an amateur cameraman that 
showed them torturing II people in the 
Cidade de Deus shantytown. Filmed at 
4am on March 23. it shows men armed 
with automatic machineguns forcing 
victims against a wall and beating them 
with batons and belts. 

The Rio tape also shows two officers, i- 
nduding Major Alvaro Rodrigues Gar¬ 
da, who was in command, forcing two 


teenage girls to strip. The video was 
shown a week after a tape appeared on 
television news showing nine Sao Paulo 
military policemen stopping cars at 
randan in Diadema. They then robbed 
and beat three men. killing one. 

This week Brazilian police were con¬ 
demned in a report by Human Rights 
Watch, the American organisation, for 
"torturing and frequently executing dvfl- 
ians". It listed 30 cases of extra-judicial 
killings, hundreds of “disappearances’' 
and numerous beatings — all reported in 
tiie first months of this year. > 

Leading article, page 21 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 

ELECTION 97 READER FORUM 

YOUR CHANCE TO 
MEET JOHN MAJOR 



Next Tuesday is your 
chance to tell 
John Major what you 
think about his 
government. You can 
also ask him what he 
would do with five 
more years in power. 
This is a unique 
opportunity for 
readers of The Times 
and The Sunday 
Times to have a say 
in the general election 
campaign with the 
most powerful man in 
the country 
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Balongo as Prime Minister in 
his place. 

Yesterday Kofi Annan, the 
United Nations Secretaiy- 
General, said be thought face- 
to-face talks between Mr 
Mobutu and Mr KabQa might 
be agreed on soon — which 
could lead to a ceasefire. Mr 
Kabila has continued to insist 
however, that he will not stop 
fighting until Mr Mobutu 
resigns. 

Diplomats in Kinshasa fear 
that the rebellion which 


‘Real war’ 
breaks out 
in Hebron 

From Christopher Walker 

IN HEBRON 

VIOLENCE erupted for the 
second successive day in this 
West Bank dty, leaving 31 
Palestinians wounded and 
unde r s c o rin g the failure of 
the latest American effort to 
revive fee peace process. 

Battles were fought be¬ 
tween Palestinians and Israe¬ 
lis as thousands of protesters 
vowed to take revenge after 
an emotional funeral for an 
Arab killed on Tuesday. 

Slogans such as "residents 
of Hebron, go out and fight 
the settler dogs" and “there is 
□o replacement for Hamas 
(fee Islamic Resistance Move- 
men tp were shouted as the 
Palestinians, armed with 
slingshots and firebombs, 
fought an unequal struggle 
against Israeli rubber bullets 
and teargas. One Israeli of¬ 
ficer said: “It is a real war." 


started in the country's east 
could spark a popular upris¬ 
ing in fee capital Hundreds of 
British, American, French and 
Belgian troops are on standby 
in neighbouring Congo to 
evacuate foreigners. 

In Washington, Mr 
McCurry said yesterday that 
support in Zaire for Mr 
Mobutu was “not sufficient to 
lead Zaire into fee next chap¬ 
ter of its history". He said Mr 
Mobutu was “well aware" of 
fee American position. 


Mr Mobutu. 66, who is 
reported to be seriously ill 
wife prostate cancer, is be¬ 
lieved to want id die as head of 
Zaire. 

The White House wants to 
see a negotiated end to the civil 
war, including agreements on 
a transition government, lead¬ 
ing eventually to democratic 
elections. That position. Mr 
McCurry said, “reflects our 
view feat Mobutuism is about 
to become a creature of 
history". 


Kennedy’s ex-wife 
accuses Vatican 

From Quentin Letts in newyork 

JOSEPH KENNEDY, son of Catholic, was last October 
Robert Kennedy, fee assassi- granted an annulment by fee 
naied former US Attorney- Vatican of his 12-year mar- 
GeneraL faces disclosures riage to Sheila Rauch, a Prot- 
about his private life in a book estanL The former Mrs 
written by his former wife. Kennedy is angry that fee 
Mr Kennedy. 44. a Roman Church effectively "said that 

the marriage never truly exist¬ 
ed in fee first place". ' 

Such is her “rage” that she 
is publishing Shattered Faith: 
A Woman’s Struggle to Stop 
the Catholic Church from 
Annuling her Marriage. The 
book is expected to describe 
how the Kennedys got .the 
Church to do their bidding. 

The couple married in 1979* 
and divorced 12 years later. In 
1993 Mr Kennedy married 
Beth Kelly, a former aide. As a 
result of fee annulment, grant¬ 
ed on fee basis that Mr 
Kennedy did not show “due 
discretion" when he married, 
Kennedy, annulment Mr Kennedy can now join 
enraged first wife fully in fee life of the Church. 



Gingrich 


mmOTJUJ 


Rh 


IN WASHINGTON 

AFTER months in political 
exile Newt Gingrich, the bat¬ 
tered Republican leader, is el¬ 
bowing his way back to power 
in a final effort to salvage his 
plummeting career on Capitol 
Hill. 

Employing invective not 
heard since the days of his 
Republican revolution in 1994, 
the House Speaker is assum¬ 
ing a high-risk strategy to 
reclaim his place on America's 
political stage. 

He has glided almost un¬ 
noticed through the corridors 
of Congress since being found 
guilty in January of using a 
tax-free charity to help to fund 
his political activities. He mis¬ 
led investigators about fee 
scandal and, in the first such 
punishment of a Speaker in 
American history, was fined 
$300,000 (£185,000) by col¬ 
leagues. He barely survived 
re-election to office and disap¬ 
peared into obscurity: 

As Congress returned from 
its spring recess this week, 
however. Mr Gingrich began 
a fiery counter-offensive. In 
speeches to political groups, 
he declared war on unions, 
compared fee fundraising ir¬ 
regularities of the Clinton 
Administration to fee decline 
of fee Roman Empire, and 
branded Yassir Arafat, the 
President of the Palestinian 
Authority, “an active accom¬ 
plice" in terror. 

Yesterday he held another 
photo-opportunity to discuss 
his trip to Asia, a visit aides 
have deemed a public rela¬ 
tions triumph. Tomorrow, for 
the first time in months, he 
will take part in a lengthy 
television interview, with 
Larry King. He has. had lunch 
wife freshman Republicans to 
convince them he is committed 
to tax cuts, the crown jewel of 
his Contract with America, 
which many felt he sacrificed 
at the altar of compromise 
wife President Clinton. 

Buoyed by the knowledge 
that the Republicans lack an 
obvious replacement, Mr 
Gingrich is dearly determined 
to reassert his leadership. 
However, this Congress ses¬ 
sion ip littered wife potential 
landmines. He faces a possible 
criminal investigation for tax 
abuses and must decide 
whether to pay fee $300,000 
with his own money or use 
donated funds, a move bound 
to anger many Republicans. 

He must also handle sensi¬ 
tive budget negotiations and 
legislation on China's trading 
status, issues feat have al¬ 
ready divided his party. His 
latest public approval rating 
registered a mere 26 per cent 
— half that of Mr Clinton — 
and several conservative pub¬ 
lications have called openly 
for a replacement. 
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New Hong 
Kong leaders 
plan curbs 
on parties 
and protests 

From Catherine Field in hong kong 


OVERSEAS NEWS 17 




HONG KONG'S pro-democ¬ 
racy leaders and human 
rights monitors reacted with 
dismay yesterday after the 
govemment-in-wairing un¬ 
veiled plans to rein in political 
parties and tighten police con¬ 
trol over street protests. 

The proposed changes to 
dvil liberties laws will prohib¬ 
it political groups from having 
links with or accepting advice 
from foreign organisations 
and ban party members from 
solidting or accepting funds 
abroad. The changes will also 
mean that political parties will 
have to obtain approval from 
the authorities to operate and 
the police will have power to 
refuse applications for polit¬ 
ical protests. 

Under the proposed laws, 
political parties could be 
banned if they are deemed to 
breach, among other things, 
“national security" and “pub¬ 
lic safety-. Organisers of dem¬ 
onstrations of more than 30 
people will have to apply 
seven days in advance and 
receive police approval. 

"The proposal constitutes a 
further deprivation of basic 
human rights now enjoyed in 
Hong Kong." Albert Ha a 
Democratic Party legislator, 
said. Beijing’s first aim, he 
said, was to outlaw his party 
and the Hong Kong Alliance 
in Support of the Patriotic 
Movement in China, a group 
that backs China's pro-democ¬ 
racy movement. The Demo¬ 
cratic Party is the biggest 
political group in Hong Kong. 

“The Democratic Party and 



Tung: accused of bowing 
to pressure from Beijing 

Japanese 
nuclear site 
raided after 
cover-up 

From Robert Whymant 
IN TOKYO 

GOVERNMENT investiga¬ 
tors yesterday raided a 
nuclear fuel reprocessing 
company after it emerged that 
officials had concealed the 
truth about Japan's worst 
nuclear accident. 

The raid was ordered by 
Ryu taro Hashimota the 
Prime Minister, infuriated 
that the state-run Power Reac¬ 
tor and Nuclear Fuel Dev¬ 
elopment Corporation, or 
Donen. had instigated a cov¬ 
er-up for the second time in 18 
months. . 

“1 am so angry.” the visibly 
irritated Prime Minister said. 
“1 don’t want to hear the word 
Donen. We will get outride 
consultants to conduct a lull 
investigation.” . 

Officials of Donen, which 
manages the reprocessing of 
nuclear fuel, have admitted 
that they falsified a report 
about a fire and explosion on 
March H at the Tokairnura 
nuclear complex, 100 niues 
northeast of Tokyo. Thir^ 
seven workers were exposed 
to radiation in the accident, 
which occurred in a biturmn- 
isation plant where low-level 
nudear waste is mixed with 
asphalt for storage in drums. 

The official Donen report 
on March 21. said staffat die 
plant visually confirmed mat 
the fire had been extin¬ 
guished- Nine hours later the 
blaze flared up again, causing 
an explosion dial leaked radi¬ 
ation into the atmosphere. 

Yesterday Donen execu¬ 
tives admitted that nobody 
had confirmed that the fire 
had been put out.![ 
was untrue, but we thought it 
impossible to change the 
port once it was made offi¬ 
cial." Osamu Yamsmura. 
head ofthe Tokaimura plant 
said. “This incident filled me 

with shame.” TheTokam^ra 

plant has been dosed 
indefinitely- 


the alliance will be targeted 
first. But I am afraid more 
international groups and local 
groups will be targeted after¬ 
wards," Mr Ho said. 

The proposals come after a 
high-profile fundraising trip 
to rhe United States and 
Canada by Democratic Party 
legislators. The party raised 
more than £184,000 during 
the 18-day tour. 

The ban on links abroad 
could also be used against 
organisations with affiliations 
to the International Confeder¬ 
ation of Free Trade Unions 
and pressure groups. Amnesty 
International condemned the 
proposals as “retrogressive” 

The changes to the Societies 
and Public Order Ordinances 
ccr~* in the wake of a resolu¬ 
tion by China’s parliament, 
the National People's Con¬ 
gress (NPQ. that Hong 
Kong's liberal dvil liberties 
laws could not be adopted into 
the territory’s statutes after the 
handover. The proposals had 
been sketched by Tung Chee- 
hwa, the Chief Executive des¬ 
ignate. with China's backing. 

An offidal of the incoming 
government issued a warning 
that the territory's long-run¬ 
ning stability and prosperity 
made it “easy to forget that 
being a small and open econo¬ 
my, Hong Kpng is extremely 
vulnerable to external forces". 
Links with Taiwan would also 
be banned if the law were > 
introduced unaltered. 

Emily Lau, a pro-democra- i 
cy legislator, condemned pro¬ 
posals to force organisations 
to seek police approval for 
demonstrations and feared the 
laws could prevent people 
airing grievances on govern¬ 
ment policy. "Tung is talking 
about striking the right bal¬ 
ance, but many Hong Kong 
people would argue that we 
already have the righr 
balance 

Chris Patten, the Governor, 
last night challenged his post- 
handover successor to assert 
Hong Kong’s right to autono¬ 
my and not bow to pressure 
from China. “The NPC is an 
important body but the NPC is 
not Moses bringing the tablets 
down from the top of the 
mountain," Mr Patten said. 


Iraq breaks j 
ban to fly 
pilgrims 

Nicosia: Iraq violated a seven- 
year-old United Nations air 
embargo lor the first time 
yesterday when it allowed a 
plane carrying 104 pilgrims to 
Mecca to fly to Saudi Arabia 
(Michael Theodoulou writes). 
The kingdom feels duty-bound 
to welcome all pilgrims, al¬ 
though it backed the embargo. 

Poorest region 

Islamabad: South Asia is the 
poorest and most illiterate 
region in the world, yet its 
governments use scarce re¬ 
sources to buy weapons in¬ 
stead of alleviating poverty, a 
UN report says. (AP) 

Vietnam bomb 

Hanoi: A cluster bomb left 
over from the Vietnam War. 
which ended in 1975, killed 
seven children and injured 34 
when it exploded as they left 
school in the northern prov¬ 
ince of Nghe An. (AFPl 

Nigeria ‘lawless’ 

Geneva: LIN rights investiga¬ 
tors said Nigeria’s rule of law 
was near collapse and urged 
the Government to halt extra¬ 
judicial killings and arbitrary 
arrests, and to free political 
prisoners. (Reuter) 

Coining it in 

New York: An 1804 silver 
dollar, one of only 15 known to 
exist, has sold at auction for a 
record $1.8 million (£U mil¬ 
lion). The coin was owned by 
Louis E. Eliasberg. a financier 
who died in 1976. (AP) 

Dying for help 

Beijing: A shepherd who 
found a protected snow leop¬ 
ard killing his flock left it for 
six days. By the time help 
arrived in Taxkorgan. Xin¬ 
jiang province, 20 sheep had 
been eaten. (AFP) 



One killed 
as cricket 
fans mark 
victory 

FRom Reuter 
IN DHAKA 

AT LEAST one man was 
killed in violence set off by 
Bangladeshi cricket fans cele¬ 
brating the national team’s 
semi-final win over Scotland 
yesterday in the International 
Cricket Conference's tourna¬ 
ment in Malaysia. 

Police said tbe unidentified 
man was fatally stabbed after 
he sprayed coloured water on 
passers-by in the Farm gate 
area of Dhaka. 

More than 100 people were 
injured after a series of 
firecracker explosions and 
dashes between revellers and 
protesters in Dhaka and the 
port dty of Chittagong, police 
said. At least 170 “mad fans" 
were arrested in Dhaka alone. 
Witnesses said that girts 
caught up in the celebrations 
had to fend off enthusiastic 
boys chasing them. 

“It's the biggest celebration 
since independence in 1971," 
said a journalist in the south¬ 
ern town of Khulna. 

The final is on Saturday. 

Match report, page 42 


Students leave their classes at Dhaka University yesterday to rejoice at Bangladesh’s semi-final victory in the ICC tournament in Kuala Lumpur Match rep 

Subaru voted 
No. 1 for customer 

satisfaction. 
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In the definitive 1997 Customer Satisfaction Study'by the world's most respected automobile research body, 

Subaru was elected top of the 33 makes under scrutiny. 

Subaru wins with an unbeatable one-two punch , 
of outstanding quality and excellent dealer service. 

Such convincing words from J.D. Power mark a significant victory for Subaru and its supporters — 

Power is well and truly ours. 




PROVEN THE WORLD OVER 



PHONE 0990 100968 FOR OUR MANIFESTO. SUBARU <UK) LIMITED, RYDER STRETT. WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS. B70 0E1. A SUBSIDIARY OF l.M- GROUP LIMITED. * S»udy covered more than lfi.000 owners trf 'M' repstmtion 19W-5 cars. 
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Dr Thomas Stuttaford 

on support for cancer 
patients; treatment for 
loose teeth that acts like 
rooting powder in the 
garden; the side-effects of 
an epilepsy drug; 
taking temperatures 
through the ear 


Epilepsy 

drug 

warning 

MORE than 800,000 




fo< 


Advice on 


cancer is just 


a call away 


D espite improvements in the 
treatment of cancer of the 
ovary, and the partial pro¬ 
tection against this disease 
provided by taking the Pill, the number 
of deaths from it has doubled since 
1941. Fatal cases now outnumber the 
combined totals of cancer of the cervix 
(neck) and the body of the uterus 
combined. 

The causes of cancer of the ovary are 
unknown but they are more common 
in those whose ovulation has not been 
suppressed by pregnancies or the Pill. 
The longer a woman ovulates, the 
slightly greater is the risk of 
cancer of the ovary. The 
incidence is increased if BclCt 

periods start early or the 
menopause is late. COUIlSf 

Family history of cancer 
of the ovary, breast or 
endometrium (lining of the J 

womb) accounts for one per „xi r 

cent of patients who develop CUAC 

ovarian cancer. If a woman rtatip 
has two dose relatives with pd.UC 

cancer of the ovary, she has r . 

a 40 per cent chance of ICoj 

developing it too. This can- 
cer is most common be¬ 
tween the ages of 45-70. but 50 per cent 
of those with a family history develop it 
before they are 50. 

The late Dr Vicky Clement-Jones 
and Susan Daniel, an opera singer, are 
exceptions to the rule as they were 
among the 3 per cent of patients who 
have, cancer of the ovary diagnosed 
while they are under the age of 35. 

Dr Clement-Jones already had a 
double first from Cambridge when she 
went to St Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
London, for clinical training. She was a 
senior registrar in the department of 
endochrinology at Bart's, and strongly . 
tipped for an early professorship, when 
cancer was diagnosed. The tumour 
was well established when found but 
despite this, she had two trouble-free 


Backup 
counsellors 
try to 
allay 
patients’ 
fears 


years. Cancer of the ovary is insidious 
and is usually detected only when It is 
large enough to cause abdominal pain 
and distension and after screening 
with ultrasound. The detection of 
chemical markers in the blood are 
being developed. 

When the cancer returned. Dr 

Clement-Jones realised that she no 
longer wanted to follow the traditional 
academic path. The cancer had provid¬ 
ed her with a new goal. As a patient, 
she had discovered that the amount of 
advice provided by even the most 
helpful doctors and nurses was inade- 
______ quale to answer all the 

questions that cancer pa- 
[yp tients want to ask. Many 

** worries struck patients only 

after they had returned 
-nux home from a visit to the 

t- n dinic and the anxiety would 

remain until their next 
appointment. 

iy Dr Clement-Jones dedd- 

, , ed to start an organisation 

HIS which would supplement 

the support provided by 
rS doctors. The organisation. 

Backup, was to be staffed 
" by full-time nurses who had 

specialised in the treatment of can¬ 
cer, and they would reply by telephone 
or letter to patients’ queries. 

The nurses had access to 200 doctors 
who wore skilled in treating cancer and 
were prepared to spend time with them 
discussing the problems of any particu¬ 
lar patient The thud arm of the 
organisation was to provide counsel¬ 
lors who would be prepared to give 
long consultations if necessary to 
relieve a patient's fears. Backup, which 
is supported almost entirely by volun¬ 
tary donations, now flourishes. 

In Dr Clement-Jones's last few 
months of life, she met Susan Daniel, 
who had recovered from cancer of the 
ovary in 1970 only later to develop a 
tumour of the endometrium. Susan 



treated for epilepsy 

with Larnotrigine 

f^r pirfal. It haS 3 
broad spectrum of 
action, and is 
effective for a wide 
variety of seizures. 

Lamktal causes 
less tiredness than older 
anti-epileptic drugs, 
and is therefore useful to 
those who need to 

concentrate. Also, it does 
not cause unwanted 
hair growth in women, 
said it doesn't 
interfere with the PiU 

However, no drug 
is without side-effects 
and although 
Lamictal largely voids 
the problem of 
excessive tiredness 
experienced by tho se 
taking older treatments, 
it has its own 
particular side-effects, 

which were _ _ 

highlighted in press 
reports last week. 

Monitoring of 
these effects has shown 
that the incidence of 
serious skin reactions is 
more common than 
had been thought 

although the increase 
applies only when the 
drug is used in the 
treatment of children 
under 12. 

In young children 
the numbers at risk from 
severe skin troubles 
may be between one in 
100 and one in 300. 

The estimated risk for 
adults remains 
unchanged at one in 
1.000. The treatment 
is particularly likely to 
cause trouble when 
combined with other 
drugs as an “add-on” 
preparation, or when the 
doctor has 

recommended that an 
above normal sized 
dose is used. 


! 


Susan Daniel is so grateful for the help she received from Backup that she is performing at the organisation’s charity recital 


was first alerted to the ovarian cancer 
when she began to develop lower 
abdominal pain and noticed that her 
girth was increasing. By the time of 
surgery her waistband was 54 in and 
when the surgeon removed both ova¬ 
ries. which were cancerous, he drained 
away 14 pints of fluid. Susan’s recovery 
was uneventful but in 1984 she was 
found to have an endometrial tumour. 
(There is a link between cancer of the 
ovary and of the endometrium.) 

Once again Susan has made a 
complete recovery and is unlikely to 
have any further trouble. When she 
met Dr Clement-Jones she promised 
that she would do all she could to repay 


the help she had received from Backup. 

Christie's, the auctioneers, is sup¬ 
porting Backup by subsidising a 
charity recital in its aid, which will be 
given in its Great Rooms in St James'S. 
Susan will honour her commitment to 
Dr Clement-Jones by singing at the 
recrtal on April 21 

Each year Backup advises more than 
100,000 people who have used its 
freephone helpline (0800181199), which 
is open from 9.00am to 7.00pm 
Monday to Friday. 


m Tickets (E50) for the Backup recital on 
April 21 may be obtained from Backup, 3 
Bath Place , Rivington St, London EC2A 3JR 
{OI7H064OO3). 


IT can be difficult to take the 
temperature of a young child, 
the very old or those who are 
delirious, comatose or uncon¬ 
scious. In these groups an 
accurate reading can be made 
only by inserting the ther¬ 
mometer into the rectum; un¬ 
derarm temperatures are 
unreliable, and suggesting 
that a child, or a demented 
adult, might put a thermom¬ 
eter under the tongue causes 
obvious problems. 

But however useful rectal 
temperature taking is. it does 


Lend me 


your ear 


raise the question as to wheth¬ 
er E coli 157 bacteria, or 
anything else which might 
contaminate the instrument, 
are really killed by dipping it 
into metholated spirits. 

Braun has now produced a 
battery operated instant elec¬ 
trical thermometer, the 
Thermo Scan, for household 


The Thermo Scan fits 
snuggly into the outer part of 
the ear hole. The middle ear 
shares its blood vessels with 
the hypothalamus, the tem¬ 
perature control centre of the 
brain, and this makes the 
recording particularly 
accurate. 

The ear hole has the advan¬ 
tage of being rather cleaner 
titan the other orifices used, it 
is dry, and by using it the risk 
of bowel perforation, which 
has happened in fractious 
patients, is avoided. 
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The root of the problem 


More help is on the way for 
migraine sufferers 


A new dental treatment is being 
introduced from Sweden which 
promises to to perform the same 
function for dentists treating teeth 
loosened by old age or gum disease as 
rooting powder does for the gardner 
when he dips the end of a cutting into it 
before planting. Emdogain. is a protein 
which stimulates the same process 
which binds the teeth of babies to die 


The shape of the lower jaw is changing. 
The strong firm lines of the hero in a 
Bulldog Drummond film are less com¬ 
mon in this generation than in the last 
and progressively, as die years pass, jaws 
are now being developed which would 
better suit characters from P.G. Wode- 
house. It is to be expected that being a 
chinless wonder limits sex appeal, but 
less obviously it also has an affect on the 
health of the teeth and gums. 

Although jaws are becoming lighter 
and more delicate the teeth seem as 
strong and large, possibly even larger, 
than previously. The mouth is therefore 
overcrowded and one of the casualties of 
this are the wisdom teeth. 

The high incidence of impacted 
wisdom teeth in the present generation 
which need treatment is, according to 
research work from the celebrated 
Karolinska Institute at the University of 
Stockholm, part of the evidence that the 
strength of the jaw is changing. The 
impaction of the wisdom teeth is 
frequently the start of a persistently 

infected gum in lace adolescence and 

early adult life. 

However powerful the jaw is in youth, 
in okl age it suffers from osteoporosis 
just as much as other bones, and as it 



Babies use Emdogain for binding 


does so, the jawbone shrinks away from 
the teeth. As the jawbone shrinks gaps 
appear around the teeth and into these 
pockets epithelium grows, food collects 
and a chronic infective state is induced. 
The bleeding soggy gums increase the 
looseness of the tooth which in time may 
fall out. thereby confirming Shake¬ 
speare's description in As You Uke It of 
old age as being sans teeth, sans eyes, 
sans taste and sans everything. 

Dentists have traditionally seen the 
infected gum with pockets forming 
around the tooth as the prim ary cause of 
loose teeth and have recommened a 
variety of remedial measures. Many 
doctors on the other hand think of the 
diseased gum as a secondary sympton 
of underlying bone loss, or malforma¬ 
tion, and regard it as the fundamental 


cause of the infection, and hence the 
insecure teeth. 

Emdogain the protein which stimu¬ 
lates tooth detachment, has been pre¬ 
pared from animal, but not bovine, 
sources. The application of Emdogain to 
the roots results in regeneration of all 
the tissues around the tooth root. The 
accellular cementum, the covering of the 
tooth root is given new life and collagen 
fibres thereafter extend from it into the 
newly regenerated bone around the 
tooth socket The process once again 
makes tooth fast within the jawbone. 

Emdogain is easy to use. After it has 
been decided the case is suitable, a flap 
of gum is raised, the area around the 
tooth and the root gently cleaned and 
the gel applied to the dean blood and 
saliva root surface. The wound heals 
remarkably quickly. Patients notice the 
improvement with their teeth within a 
month, within six months this improve¬ 
ment can be demonstrated on x-rays 
and within 16 months, two-thirds of the 
looseness has been redressed. Within 
three years 70 per cent of the lost 
attachment has been regained. 

Not all gum disease has its origins in 
osteoporosis, or overcrowded wisdom 
teeth in feeble jaws. A lack of dental 
hygiene in youth, whether its inade¬ 
quate cleaning or failure to have fillings 
done on time by the dentist accounts for 
a significant proportion of cases. 

Some drugs will also cause gum 
hyperplasia which makes them soggy. 
One new hypotensive drug, a calcium- 
channel blocker used to treat high blood 
pressure, also induces soft spongy 
receeding gums, which are vulnerable 
to infection. 


THE competition between 
pharmaceutical firms to treat 
' the six million British people 
who have migraine is hotting 
up. 

Recently a nasal spray 
preparation of Imigran, 
which acts more quickly than 
tablets, has been introduced 
by Glaxo. This week Zeneca, 
previously IC1, has launched 
Zomig zolmitriptan tablets. 

Zeneca claims that Zomig is 
affective if taken at. any time 
during a migraine attack and 
that as well as relieving 
headache it usually rids the 
patients of other symptoms, 
such as nausea, vomiting and 
visual disturbances. 

As with Lmigran, it can 
cause tightness in the chest 
and throat but there is no 
evidence that this is cardiac 
pain. Even so, it is not 



Pain like this can be treated 


recommended for those with 
coronary heart disease, or in 
patients with some forms of 
arrhythmia. 

It is rumoured that before 
the end of the year there will 
be two or three other anti¬ 
migraine products available 
on prescription by their doc¬ 
tors for patients. 
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Why football is 
about to score 
an own goal 


() tehau, Football has changed from 

taKi’S tribal bonding on the terraces to 
S«^^,5SSSS ^ ust another million-pound 
S£3 B ST' I JS&?%£ ! eisure ’ industry - but only at 

the top- Jason Cowley reports 


Pitch, Fantasy Football 
League. Gazza's iears — all 
have helped to create a climate 
in which the stock market 
value of quoted football dubs 
has quadrupled to £2.5 billion 
in less than ten months. 

Manchester United, the fi¬ 
nancial powerhouse of the FA 
Cariing Premiership, this 
week reaffirmed why so many 
of its rivals are considering a 
public flotation by announcing 
six-month profits up by 4 Z 5 
per cent to almost EI9.5 million 
— a figure greater than the 
annual turnover of all but four 

English clubs. _ 

Since floating in FT* 
1991, United's r' 
shares haw risen 
steadily from the 
issue price of 77p to 
their current value Bffip 
of about 645p, a 
period in which it 
has inspired a re- £ 

markable transfer- pl||||| 
mation of the 
English game. HflBBj 

Consider the H||l|| 

wages being de- 
manded by the Ger- ?w 
man striker Jurgen f 

Klinsmann and y TgP .I 

you get a sense of 
how radically foot- $| JL 
ball has altered 
since the leading fl 

dubs broke away Hf || 

from the old Foot- 1§|K|I| 

ball League to form 
the FA Premier Bl^^B 

League in 1992. The Sir Jot 
canny Klinsmann 
is thought to want a basic 
salary of £50,000 per week, 
plus his own helicopter, if he is 
to return to the FA Carling 
Premiership after two years 
with Bayern Munich. 

In the inflated, lookmg-glass 
world of English football, 
what disturbs most about 
Klinsmann’s demands is that 
no one seems to find them 
disturbing. Most of the lead¬ 
ing players earn considerably 
more than El million a year 
before bonuses and endorse¬ 
ments — a fact not lost on 
Pierre van Hooijdonk, the 
Dutch international who earli¬ 
er this year rejected Celtic’s 
offer of a new contract worth 
£7,000 a week thus; “That 
might be good enough for the 
homeless, but it is certainly not 
enough for a top international 


striker." As Manchester 
United’s manager, Alex Fergu¬ 
son, says: “For most Premier¬ 
ship players, a year’s pay is 
like a pools' win and for the 
top men it’s just about a lottery 
win. too." 

Wage inflation is one of the 
consequences that followed the 
introduction of all-seat stadi¬ 
ums and the foundation of the 
Premier League. Another, of 
course, is the number of dubs 
that have floated or are consid¬ 
ering floating on the stock 


truth, it was institutional in¬ 
vestors who bought up most of 
the shares, repeating the pat¬ 
tern at other dubs. Proceeds 
from the float will be used to 
reduce debt, settle transfer fees 
and lay die foundation for a 
move to a new stadium. 

Despite a poor profits record 
and a deficit on transfers of 
£40 million over the past four 
years, Newcastle still achieved 
a marker value of £193 million, 
putting the club in second spot 
in flte stock markers football 
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Sir John Hall, left, Newcastle chairman, and the El 5-million Alan Shearer 


market as they seek literally to 
capitalise on the soccer boom 
— a trend that disillusions 
those supporters more com¬ 
fortable with the game's tradi¬ 
tionally macho milieu of 
banked terraces and tribal 
bonding. • 


N ewcastle United 
last week became 
the sixteenth dub 
to be listed. The 
issue for the club, which last 
summer shattered the world 
record for a transfer by paying 
Blackburn Rovers E15 million 
for Alan Shearer, was re¬ 
soundingly oversubscribed, 
prompting one wag to remark 
that football dubs are doing 
more than Margaret Thatcher 
ever did to promote a 
shareholding democracy. In 
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share line-up behind Man¬ 
chester United, currently 
worth about E41S million. 

Progressive dub chairmen, 
such as Martin Edwards at 
Manchester United, and .Alan 
Sugar at Tottenham Hotspur, 
view- their dubs as “leisure 
businesses” and talk of the 
potential of diversification and 
“building the brand image”. 
Hardly the argot of the 
terraces. 

Not surprisingly, there is 
deep unease among some 
fans. Henry Sheen, of the 
Spurs Supporters’ Club, says: 
“Many fans feel that Sugar 
and his board are not football 
men, they dont love the game 
like the old-style hobbyist- 
chairmen. Rather, their deci¬ 
sions are taken in the interests 
of the shareholder, noi the 
team. That is why we are 
doing well in the eyes of the 
City "but struggling on the 
pitch. We’ve sold our soul to 
the accountants." 

For his part. Sugar is scorn¬ 
ful of wanton profligacy and of 
dubs offering outlandish sala¬ 
ries to the likes of Klinsmann, 
with whom he fell out after the 
German failed to honour his 
contract with Tottenham. 
"Football at the moment is 
fashionable, but institutions 
need to look deeply into some 
of these clubs," he says. 
“There’s a lor of hype going on 
at the moment. There will be 
disasters and disappoint¬ 
ments. The dubs with the 
right approach will shine 
through ... There is no room 
for anyone who thinks they 
can come along and make a 
quick buck." 

Paul Wedge, a football ana¬ 
lyst with the brokers Collins 
Stewart, agrees. He predicts 
that more dubs will seek a 
public quotation in the mistak¬ 
en belief that the arrival of 
digital and pay-per-view tele¬ 
vision will continue to drive up 
profits. “My feeling, though, is 
that there is only a limited 
appetite for this type of stock. 
There is too much risk in¬ 
volved: if a club is relegated 
from the Premier League, 
millions can be wiped off the 
share price. 

"Success is measured by 
getting into the Premiership 
and staying there. So small 


dubs like West Ham and 
Coventry are spending mil¬ 
lions on transfers to avoid 
relegation, and first division 
cJubs like Wolves are spending 
millions to win promotion. As 
a result, wage bills are rising. 
That frantic quest for instant 
success cannot be sustained, 
es pea ally as pay-per-view will 
benefit only the top five or six 
teams." 

Mark PaJjos, a former pro¬ 
fessional footballer and now a 
partner specialising in football 
club management at the ac¬ 
countants Coopers & Lybrand, 
estimates that the sector is 
overvalued by up to £1 billion. 
Indications suggest that the 
City may be coming round to 
that view: Sunderland and 
Queens Park Rangers, for 
instance, floated at the end of 
1996, but their shares are 
already valued at less than the 
ie kendall issue price; Charl- 

V” Bl ton AlhJetic, which 

M went public last 

• A • month, has seen a 

y 25 per cent drop in 

... V its market value. 

\ MiUwall, which 

- * \ raised £5 million 

j „ . from a flotation in 

; ; i 1989. has fa red even 

V .".TV" worse and is now in 

the hands of the 
i receivers. The 

r j south London 

i dub’s flotation co- 

indde d with pro- 
I - motion to the old 

tj 1 first division and 

/ . i was used to fund a 

'M new- stadium and 

y- the purchase of a 
'jjj&w chain of pubs and 

clubs. “The trouble 
was." says Carl 
/ WM Prosser, creditor of 
^e dub's fanzine 
learer The Lion Roars, 

"we got relegated in 
the following season and nev¬ 
er recovered. The new stadium 
was supposed to be used as a 
venue for rock concerts and 
other sporting events, bur only 
one ev ent has ever been held 
there and that was a failure. 

The decision to buy the 
Tavern Leisure chain also lost 
the club a lor of money. We 
have had to sell our besi 
players so that the dub amid 
pay its debts. We are now 
struggling in the second divi¬ 
sion. The whole saga has been 
a catalogue of mismanage¬ 
ment and overambition.” 

Prosser's may be a forlorn 
voice raised in prorest against 
modern cant, but his anxieties 
chime with many fans of small 
clubs. Certainly, if you look 
beyond the frenzied hyperbole 
of the Premiership, the sense 
of decline is palpable. A sad 
twilight is settling on the lower 
divisions. Later this month, 
the accountants Deloirte & 
Touche will deliver a report, 
commissioned by the Football 
League, showing that as many 
as 25 dubs are on the edge of 
bankruptcy. 


" fTT) he situation is very 

■ grave.” agrees 

■ David Dent, secre- 
JL. tary of the Football 

League. “Not enough money is 
circulating down ro the lower 
leagues, especially as many 
Premiership dubs are looking 
overseas for players. For foot¬ 
ball to remain vibrant and for 
young players to come 
through, you must have 
strength outside the top divi¬ 
sion. I fear for the future." 

And he is right to do so. For 
the age of paternalism has 
gone. If the big dty dubs are 
not preoccupied preparing 
prospectuses, they are dream¬ 
ing of the putative European 
super league that shimmers 
before them like a pot of gold. 
With such boundless opportu¬ 
nity ahead, the travails of the 
small clubs are little more 
than a minor irritant. 

Perhaps, as Roy Hanersley 
and others suggest, football 
has changed so radically that 
the rime has come for the 
game to find a new name in 
line with a more plutocratic 
age. Any advance on New 
Football? 
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Jurgen Klinsmann is thought to want a basic salary of E50.000 per week, plus his own helicopter, to return to the Premiership 
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Morals are 
made in the 
classroom 

George Carey says the debate 
about values must now move on 


T rust has suddenly be¬ 
come a significant elec¬ 
toral word — and prop¬ 
erly so. Behind it stands a 
vocabulary of moral terms 
that enrich the notion of trust 
honesty, goodness, reliability, 
faithfulness and honour. This 
is a vocabulary to be claimed 
not only by politicians but by 
all of us. As the Chief Rabbi 
has put it you cannot express 
yourself as a moral and spiri¬ 
tual person if you do not have 
a spiritual or moral language. 

Yet our society has become 
morally reticent even inarticu¬ 
late. The main culprit is the 
popular cultural assumption 
that to try to define something 
as good and right in an abso¬ 
lute seme is an unwarranted 
and potentially oppressive in¬ 
cursion into a domain which 
should be purely private. Ac¬ 
cording to this view, what is 
right is simply a matter of 
individual opinion. 

Yet most of us recognise that 
no society can survive for long 
unless it is held together by 
standards that transcend the 
individual. Values and morals 
are social, not merely individ¬ 
ual. They need careful nurture 
and a continuous process of 
modelling, discussion and in¬ 
ternalisation across the gener¬ 
ations. And. without values 
such as trust hones¬ 
ty. consideration for 
other people, love of 
justice and peace, 
there can be no indi¬ 
vidual liberty, 
because there can 
be no orderly soci¬ 
ety within which in¬ 
dividuals can grow 
and express them¬ 
selves in interde¬ 
pendence with others. If the 
citizens of a country do not in¬ 
ternalise the responsibility to 
behave fairly and peacefully 
towards other people, there is 
no external power on earth 
that can secure peace and jus¬ 
tice. And in my experience, the 
vast majority of people, even 
if they articulate the cultur¬ 
al assumption that morality 
is a purely private affair, actu¬ 
ally have strong beliefs about 
some things that are absolute¬ 
ly good and others that are 
absolutely eviL 
Here, let me make an im¬ 
portant distinction. As a soci¬ 
ety we do not agree on one sin¬ 
gle source of authority which 
legitimises the values we hold 
in common. But this is a fund¬ 
amentally different proposi¬ 
tion from saying that we have 
no shared values any more. 

We have seen recently in the 
Schools Curriculum and As¬ 
sessment Authority's report, 
and the ensuing discussion, 
that it is possible and normal 
to have different views of 
authority and of particular 
ethical questions and yet to 
have strong shared values 
which we can build on togeth¬ 
er for the good of all. 

I understand that from the 
large and heterogenous group 
responding to the authority's 
forum, and much to the sur¬ 
prise of some of those attend¬ 
ing. a substantial consensus 
emerged about a whole series 
of values. 1 do not agree that 
these values are bland or unin¬ 
teresting, although they need 
illustration, dramatisation 
and human modelling to 
bring them to life. The values 
relate to the healthy function¬ 
ing of society, our relation¬ 
ships with other people, our 


understanding and develop¬ 
ment of ourselves as individ¬ 
uals and our approach to the 
environment and future 
generations. 

The final report from 
SCAA'S National Forum 
should be a significant item for 
an incoming government It is 
important to be dear about 
what the report daims to be. It 
seeks to describe what the 
shared values of a wide cross- 
section of society are. That is 
different from saying what 
they should be. As a Christian 
leader, for example. I know of 
plenty of additional Christian 
teachings which I would wish 
to add and which no doubt 
Church schools will add. 

It would be wrong to burden 
schools with unrealistic expec¬ 
tations of what they can achi¬ 
eve by themselves. Already, in 
general, schools are very mor¬ 
al traces by comparison with 
most aspects of society outride 
the school gate. Nevertheless, 
because there are many pres¬ 
sures to make education more 
utilitarian, we need to insist an 
a rounded concept of educa¬ 
tion. as set out in the 1988 
Education Act We want 
people who leave school to be 
good citizens and good neigh¬ 
bours, not just stuffed heads 
and effective contributors to 
the economy. 

I am wary about 
discussing any one 
subject as a symbol¬ 
ic totem. I am, how¬ 
ever, aware of 
controversy about 
tiie treatment of 
marriage in the re¬ 
port The document 
says that we should 
support families in 
raising children and caring for 
dependants; we should sup¬ 
port the institution of mar¬ 
riage; and we should recognise 
that tiie love and commitment 
required for a secure and 
happy childhood can also be 
found in families of different 
kinds. 

I and many others would no 
ddubt want to make addi¬ 
tional and stronger points 
if we were setting out our own 
full beliefs, but I have no 
difficulty in accepting tiie 
statement of the forum as a 
consensus that exists now. 

The specific mention of sup¬ 
port for the institution of 
marriage can be translated 
into a great deal of new think¬ 
ing and classroom work about 
marriage: why it is important, 
what it needs in order to 
flourish and what people en¬ 
tering marriage need to think 
about I believe that the time 
has come to stop arguing 
about particular words in the 
statement and to move on to 
the vital task of consider¬ 
ing what the implications of 
the words are for the curri¬ 
culum, activities and ethos 
of schools. 

I want to emphasise that the 
development of such a consid¬ 
erable consensus on shared 
values is a major step forward 
in empowering schools. We 
need these values to be trans¬ 
mitted confidently and posi¬ 
tively. In a society disfigured 
by widespread moral confu¬ 
sion and. false theories of 
privatised morality, that is a 
most significant prize. 

The Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury will speak on values and 
the curriculum at the London 
Institute of Education today. 


The time 
has come 
to stop 
arguing 
about words 



Who’s colonising whom? 


T he moment of history is ap¬ 
proaching in Hong Kong. In 
81 days the term of British 
government will be over, 
and the territory, with its six milli on 
people, will be handed over to China. 
Whoever deserves tiie credit, and 
Britain deserves much of ft. modem 
Hong Kong is a staggering achieve¬ 
ment, one of the four or five great 
financial centres of tiie world, a small 
island which has developed an 
economy approximately the size of 
Switzerland’s, greater wealth per 
head than Germany or Japan, the 
last and most successful of Britain’s 
colonies. In SO years, since India won 
independence, the British Empire 
has been wound up; nowhere does 
tiie balance sheet of the imperial 
experience look more favourable 
than in Hong Kong. No other city on 
earth is comparable, except New 
York, and New York itself was also 
once a prosperous trading city of the 
British Empire. 

There is no reason for the British 
not to feel proud of their Hong Kong 
achievement. The people who have 
created the modem Hong Kong are 
indeed the Chinese who live there; 
they are remarkably energetic, intelli¬ 
gent and resilient; they have worked 
inside the framework of British law 
and government The Hong Kong 
Chinese are proud that the “unequal 
treaty" which gave Britain Hong 
Kong has been rewritten, but they 
naturally feel anxiety about what is to 
come next Hong Kong is a free 
society, by some measurements one 
of the world's two or three freest 
Whatever mainland China is, it is far 
from that The people of Hong Kong 
know that they will be somewhat less 
free under Chinese rule. They fear 
that they may be much less free. 

Their mood is one of economic 
confidence but political anxiety. The 
women are more worried than the 
men: they are less involved in 
business, and they know that China 
is still all too much a male chauvinist 
culture. The business leaders are tiie 
most confident They believe that they 
will be able to handle the Chinese. 
The Chief Executive designate, Tung 
Chu-hwa, is from their number, and 
they trust him. The ordinary people 
of Hong Kong are less certain; they 
do not have the capacity of the 
businessmen to deal with tiie new 
power they do not have tiie passport 
or the funds overseas either. When 
one thinks of the future of Hong 
Kong, one needs to think of the 
ordinary people, not just of the 


Hong Kong could tip the balance in 
favour of China’s modernisers 


property billionaires. A bfllion dol¬ 
lars can usually look after itself. 

The Governor, Chris Patten, is 
amazingly popular with the ordinary 
people, and pretty unpopular with 
most of tiie billionaires. The rich 
businessmen think that he ought to 
have done much more to conciliate 
China. Their assets have multiplied 
while he has been Governor, but the 
tycoons feel they might have been 
rod angered. Recent opinion polls 
have shown that the ordinary people 
feel that the Governor has fought 
for them — his diplomatic critics dis¬ 
miss that as “populism". A recent 
poll showed that the 
outgoing Governor 
Patten is more pop¬ 
ular than the in¬ 
coming Chief Exec¬ 
utive Tung. A 
special survey taken 
as part of an 
academic study of 
the handover has 
shown that the outgoing government 
currently has a 71 per cent approval 
.rating. 

Last Sunday evening I was return¬ 
ing by cab from an informal dinner at 
Government House. The Chinese 
driver expressed his feeling of nostal¬ 
gia at tiie ending of British rule in 
Hong Kong. “The golden time is 
past" he said. “He has been a good 
Governor. His government has been 
a good government even when it has 
been wrong. The old government 
may have been more polite to China, 
but they never got anything done." 
The pity is that Britain left the Patten 
policy so late. For that earlier failure 
of political imagination, cooler and 
more elitist officials must take the 
responsibility. 

It is probable that the econ¬ 
omic optimism of Hong Kong will 
continue to be justified. The Chinese 
economy has been growing at a rate 
dose to 10 per cent a year for the past 
IS years. Since 1980 it has quadrupled 
in size, and it will probably quadru¬ 
ple again by about 2015, by which 
time China will have become one of 
the world’s two economic superpow¬ 
ers. The next two decades will 
probably see a similar multiplication 
of the wealth of Hong Kong. Hong 
Kong’s commercial and financial 
growth is not oven it will only slow 


down when China becomes a fully 
mature industrial economy. Even 
political problems are unlikely to 
interrupt this economic growth. 

There mil however be political 
prohlems in Hong Kong itself, apart 
from the much greater issues of the 
political development of China. The 
transfer of sovereignty will immed¬ 
iately reduce the existing freedoms. 
No fewer than 25 changes will be 
made to the four main pieces of 
legislation which cover the registra¬ 
tion of societies, public order, human 
rights and subversion. The democra¬ 
tic parties are opposed to these 
amendments. There 
is a risk of demon¬ 
strations against 
the changes, but if 
people gather with¬ 
out a permit after 
July 1. they will be 
liable to be arrested. 
The people of Hong 
Kong want to ex¬ 
tend democracy, but the Chinese 
Government wants to exercise polit¬ 
ical control. 

The political development of China 
will dedde the political future of 
Hong Kong. There is evidence in 
favour of an optimistic view. On 
Monday evening I was seated next to 
a young American woman who had 
spent the previous weekend in 
Beijing meeting Chinese students of 
her own age. She told me that she 
was surprised and delighted by their 
openness and friendliness towards 
the West She said that they were very 
enthusiastic about the return of Hong 
Kong to China, because they saw 
Hong Kong as a powerful influence 
in the modernisation of their country. 

Pro-Chinese politicians in Hong 
Kong make much the same case for 
optimism. They say that China is 
already being run at the executive 
level by young administrators and 
managers who have been trained 
either in the United States or by 
people who have themselves been 
educated there. This generation is 
content to let the older generation run 
its course, but it has its own model of 
modernisation. People talk of this 
process rather as one might feel 
about old and new Labour, with the 
younger Chinese waiting for the old 
men to retire so that they can 
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privatise state industry, remove con¬ 
trols, reform the legal system, extend 
voting, open up information, and do 
all the things that a modem economy 
requires. The students of Tiananmen 
Square are now themselves in their 
early thirties, and have largely gone 
into private businesses. Among mem 
are some of the “brightest and best" 
of young China. 

The more pessimistic view is that 
the political future of China will 
follow a course rather like that of 
Indonesia, and that China will be¬ 
come an authoritarian regime, rather 
than totalitarian, based largely on 
the army and extensively corrupt. 
That would be bad for Hong Kong, 
and would undoubtedly reduce Hong 
Kong’s attraction as an international 
centre. But it would be still worse for 
China, and the young generation in 
China knows that 

M y own hope is that the 
influence of Hong 
Kong will tip the bal¬ 
ance in favuur of genu¬ 
ine political modernisation. Hong 
Kong has, after afl. already become 
modem. The people of Hong Kong 
understand the relationship between 
political freedom and a modem 
economic society. Hong Kong al¬ 
ready has its network of relationships 
with the coming generation in China, 
and could be die model for the 
necessary next stage of Chinese 
development 

Not only for China. The Hong 
Kong model, with its freedom and en¬ 
couragement of business, has much 
to offer Britain and the rest of Eur¬ 
ope. f f the present decline of the Euro¬ 
pean Union is to be reversed. Hong 
Kong is probably the best example of 
a successful modem society. Yet the 
modernisation of Europe is becoming 
almost as big an issue as the 
modernisation of China. 

Of course Hong Kong is different 
from anywhere else, but the princi¬ 
ples that have been so successful are 
the same everywhere, and where they 
have been applied they have worked. 
Low taxes, high savings, responsi¬ 
bility, good health and education 
services, but at low cost, with small 
government, light regulation, liberty 
and law, a constant attack on 
corruption, free markets and incen¬ 
tives to work — these are the Adam 
Smith virtues. The great hope is they 
will inspire China. At least one can 
say that the last British Governor of 
Hong Kong has been a loyal advocate 
of the Hong Kong principles. 


Crossroads 


LORD MENUHIN and the Duke 
of Westminster have noticed up a 
momentous victory against traffic 
planners in London's Belgravia. 
They have persuaded Westminster 
Council to reconsider a plan to 
drive an arterial road through 
their back-gardens. 

The two peers have for many 
months been leading a campaign 
on behalf of the best-heeled 
“Nimby" pressure group in the 
land, with members ranging from 
Lord Lloyd-Webber to Baroness 
Thatcher and Tiny Rowland. 

Though hardly a bunch of 
$wampy-style subversives, they 
were moved to protest when the 
council endorsed a plan to turn a 
road running through those grand 
addresses Chester Square and 
Eaton Square into a “red route"— 
one of the main roads for traffic 
into and out of London. 

On Tuesday night, however, the 
council capitulated and agreed to 
spend £90,000 investigating an 
alternative possibility, re-routing 
the traffic away from the stuccoed 
residences of the well-to-do. some 
of which have sold for more than 
£10 million. 

The Belgravia Resident’s Associ¬ 
ation is craddng open its vintage 


bubbly. “For the first time we have 
got a commitment out of Westmin¬ 
ster Council," says Jonathan Scott- 
Barrett of the association. “Yehudi 
Menuhin has been passionate 
about the campaign. Everybody 
here will have a better quality of 
life." 

• Clare Short was sympathetic 
when she visited the East Leeds 
Women’s Workshops yesterday. 
The workshops had all their com- 
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paters stolen recently, replaced 
them, and then had them stolen 


again. Short knew how they felt. 
Last weekend she returned to her 
place in London to find her 7V 
and video had been pinched. 


Capital 

HAIRY coats and cigarette-holders 
will be on parade ax the weekend 
for the first visit to London of 
Aleksandr Lebed, Russia's exotic 
forma- security chief On Friday 
evening he will turn to the bosom 
of capitalism and attend a private 
dinner hosted by Robert Fleming's 
bank. On Saturday, he attends an 
economic conference at tiie Dor¬ 
chester, where he will be intro¬ 
duced by the world chess cham¬ 
pion Garry Kasparov. And he is 
also expected to show up at a meet¬ 
ing of the European Bank for Re¬ 


construction and Development. 

Ova at the Russian Embassy, 
the lugubrious press officer, Boris 
Malakhov, sounds unimpressed: 
“I’m sure hell pop in, but it's noth¬ 
ing to do with us." Perhaps he 
should head up towards Tatton 
and stand as an Independent Bol¬ 
shevik candidate. 

•As stunts go, this could prove a 
chilly one: 25 women are planning 
to walk the Flora London Mara¬ 
thon wearing nothing but a Won- 
derbra above the waist. The bras 
have been custom-made to designs 
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by well-known names such as Cary 
Lineker, the Spice Girls and Len¬ 
nox Lewis. Richard Branson’s con¬ 
tribution to the gimmick to raise 
funds for Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer. ranks as the most child¬ 
ish: a large hot air balloon at¬ 
tached to each cup. 


Tall story 

THERE is a nasty air in Hammer¬ 
smith. where Tories have been 
putting it around that the Labour 
candidate. Ian Colman, is a sex in¬ 
dustry heir. He is being described 
as a real Paul Raymond. "There is 
absolutely no truth in this whatso¬ 
ever." says a flushed Colman. But 
did his father not make a fortune 
from tiie Ann Summers sex toy 
business? “He worked for them for 
a while ten or fifteen years ago, 
that’s all. This whole story is 3 
cheap smear." 


Girl talk 

MARLENE DIETRICH’S family 
are upset by tiie musical about the 
singer which opened at the Lyric 
Theatre in London on Tbesday 
night. In Marlene, Sian Phillips 
puts in an impressive torn as the 
dewy-eyed dianteuse, while Lou 
Gish plays her female sidekick, 
Vivian Hoffman. In portraying 



Marlene: ripped off 


this relationship, the show implies 
that Dietrich was more gander 
than goose behind dosed doors 
Peter Riva, Dietrich’s grandson 
is disappointed. “They have to 
make something salacious to sell 
the tickets." he says from New 
York. He adds that the show is yet 
another commercial venture which 
“rips off my grandmother’s origi¬ 
nal material. Wegera little hacked 
off with it in the end." 

P-HS 


Mr W.S.’s 

election 
lie guide 

Magnus Linklater 

on how to catch the 
scurvy politicians 


H ere is a checklist for anyone 
still following the daily 
jousts between candidates 
and the media, as die politicians twist 
and turn to conceal their weaknesses 
and to vilify their opponents. Touch¬ 
stone would instantly recognise the 
type. In As You Like It. he ticked them 
off to perfection: “I will name the 
degrees. The first, the Retort Courte¬ 
ous; the second, tiie Quip Modest; the 
third, the Reply Churlish; the fourth, 
the Reproof Valiant; tiie fifth the 
Countercheck Quarrelsome; the sixth 
the Lie with Circumstance; the sev¬ 
enth the Lie Direct. Ail these you may 
avoid, but the Lie Direct; and you 
may avoid that too. with an If.” 

They have all been on display. The 
Retort Courteous is the one given by 
the politician caught by a tricky 
question which attempts to pin him 
down on the cost of some measure. It 
involves referring the ques tioner toa 
previous answer, preferably buried 
in a document published some time 
ago and which may not quite address 
the point raised. By the time the 
document is located and the matter 
looked up. the moment will have 
p assed “We’ve got an independent 
consultant's report on that," said a 
Scottish Nationalist yesterday. “It 
was published 18 months ago and 
we’re happy to distribute it to you.” 
Whether it addressed the matter or 
not was never pursued. Even if it had 
been. I wonder whether we would 
have been any tiie wiser. 

The Quip Modest is that tell-tale 
chuckle and the shake of the head 
which says, “Oh no. not that old 
chestnut, don’t tell me you’ve been 
taken in tty it again, when will you 
press chappies ever learn?" It is 
usually enough to. get everyone else 
on tiie platform joining in disbeliev¬ 
ing laughter as they search desper¬ 
ately for the answer. Michael 
Heseltine is the best practitioner, 
because that baffled shake of the 
tawny lodes as he considers the 
naivety of the question conceals tiie 
fact that what comes out in reply is 
more often political invective titan a 
direct response. 

The Reply Churlish toms a perfect¬ 
ly reasonable point back against the 
questioner, implying that some devi¬ 
ous political motive renders the issue 
irrelevant Robin Cook was up to it 
yesterday on Radio 4's phone-in 
when he twice rebuked a listener for 
asking whether new Labour might 
have a hidden left-wing programme. 
That, he pointed out was a typically 
loaded question bearing all tiie 
hallmarks of a Tory plant He never 
got round to addressing the point 
itself, but simply left the impression 
that those who had raised it were 
mere paid propagandists. I doubt if 
he won many votes, but he certainly 
avoided the question. 

The Reproof Valiant indicates that 
the question posed reveals woeful ig¬ 
norance. Michael Forsyth, the Scottish 
Srcretaiy. who has a nice line in lop¬ 
sided grins and teasing innuendo, 
used it on Tuesday when he was asked 
whether his proposal to increase the 
rates burden for large firms in order 
to reduce tiie bill for small businesses 
did not amount to a socialist mea¬ 
sure. “It's very difficult to know what 
a socialist measure is these days,” he 
sighed. This, however, was certainly 
not one. Sinoe we had plainly failed to 
grasp tiie point he spelt it out The 
scheme was a “self-financing" mea¬ 
sure which would not cost the taxpay¬ 
er any more. So there was no question 
of redistributing wealth, since public 
funds were not involved. His audi¬ 
ence, exposed as economically illiter¬ 
ate. was left to flounder as he moved 
briskly on. 


ai uiuuuri prci 

ferences when some hostile 
papa, usually The Daily Tele, 
comes up with an incom 
question. “Ah, the brief from C 
Office," Peter Mandelson will • 
he deflects the point. Or he wil 
even more insultingly, to “Mr 1 
Stoogely" when that papers pi 
editor, Robert Shrimsley. h: 
tanerity to raise his hand. Thi 
°[P re_er npfive move raises a 
about tiie objectivity of the jou 
and wins a laugh at the same 
And laughter is the most 
weapon in the hands of an t 
enced obfuscaior. 

The Lie with Circumstance a 
Lte Direct are the most danger 
tne lot if only because they c 
and sometimes are, exposed- 
are to be used sparingly. The f 
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“died on to an election p 
when asked whether this is ni 
oi dodging a commitmei 
poiittcan turns to his standar 
. ° U1 you would not expea us 
irresponsible as to promise 
itong unless we were certain v 
Pay for it" Thus the pron 
ramsj, though it need not nec 
. fulfilled. The Lie Direct of 
isused by every single politid 
f^^ses to hold taxes dov 
totows perfectly well that he \ 
out he knows loo that he is pr 
oy Touchstone’s "If. which rr 
? elected, if things change, iJ 
oy arcu mstance. 

I durst go no further than 
'-ircumstantial, nor he durst i 
oie the Lie Direct” says Touc 

so we measured swor 
Parted." 
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endangered species 

Harrogate, Rochdale and a stronger Parliament 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street London El 9XN Telephone 0171*782 5000 


Separated by rather more than the Pen- 
t J ie constituencies of Harrogate and 
RochdaJe would not seem to share mudUn 
common. The former is a grand and genteel 
spa ., Venue more akin to Bath or 
Leeds and 

atte V s a tough former textile 

town that came of age in the Industrial 
Revolution. But both have it within their 
power to endorse or dismiss two different 
* and distinctive voices in British politics. 

Over the renaming weeks The Times will 
seek to identify certain individual candidates 
who can make an unusual contribution to 
the next House of Commons. On the whole 
they wall be dissident figures within their 
respective parties. While we may not 
necessarily agree with the views they 
propagate we do believe that what they 
stand for is important. Their election would 
benefit both constituency and country. 

Norm an Lamont and Liz Lynne are as 
different as the territory they are fighting. 
Mr Lamont has already been an MP for a 
quarter-century and held high office. Ms 
Lynne won her seat for the Liberal 
Democrats at the last election and is unlikely 
ever to serve as a frontbencher. Mr Lamont, 
whose Kingston seat was abolished by the 

f boundary commissioners, faces a vigorous 
Liberal Democrat challenge. Ms Lynne, also 
a southerner, has the Labour Party breath¬ 
ing down her neck. 

The most fundamental issue confronting 
the next Parliament is Europe. Its most 
obvious aspect is the introduction or not of a 
single currency. That is only part of a 
complicated picture. The whole character of 
the European Union, and Britain’s relation¬ 
ship with it will be determined by decisions 
made in the next five years. Mr Lamont was 
the first senior politician to suggest that 
present arrangements might be unsustain¬ 
able, He has. braving criticism from above, 
been the most intelligent and articulate 
figure suggesting that fundamental re- 
h negotiation or outright withdrawal are 
u options worthy of consideration. 

Even if the Government is re-elected. 


events will ensure that this view becomes 
part of the mainstream agenda. If the Tories 
go into opposition it could well become an 
orthodoxy. It can be put either in a rational 
and considered fashion or as a narrow¬ 
minded nationalism. Mr Lament’s contin¬ 
ued presence in the Commons would help 
steer the Conservative debate in the right 
direction. The people of Yorkshire have 
always been of independent character and 
have consistently fought to maintain the 
special character of their county. That same 
spirit should lead their sympathies and 
support towards the former Chancellor. 

Liz Lynne is also an unusual politician. A 
former actress and speech consultant she 
was given little chance of retaining a seat 
that Cyril Smith had previously held by 
force of personal character. To universal 
surprise she proved blessed with the 
tenacious qualities of her predecessor. A 
non-conformist in every sense she fought a 
ceaseless campaign against socialism. She 
represents an earthy, almost extinct, urban 
Liberalism more concerned with bread-and- 
butter issues than constitutional innovation. 

Ms Lynne has been a thorough nuisance 
to Paddy Ashdown. She declines to buckle to 
the comfortable consensus that now exists 
between Labour and the Liberal Democrats. 
She has constantly frustrated closer co¬ 
operation between them. If the likes of Lord 
Jenkins had their way. the Liberals would 
represent little more than the public sector 
middle class and proportional representa¬ 
tion. That would not reflect much credit on 
the purported party of pluralism. Ms Lynne 
personifies a robust dissent that should be 
welcome at Westminster. 

Parliament would benefit from the tri- i 
umph of this odd couple. Their defeat would i 
impoverish the quality of debate and 
strengthen the already excessive power of 
party managers. If present polls are right 
both of these candidates could prove 
electorally endangered species. The res¬ 
idents of Harrogate and Rochdale would 
serve the rest of us well if they extended them 
some protection. 


OUTRAGE IN SAO PAULO 

Bad news brings good news in Brazil 


The revelatory pictures have been broadcast 
repeatedly by almost all Brazilian television 
stations: a group of Sao Paulo police officers 
set up a roadblock and extorted money from 
drivers using batons and guns. One man 
died after being shot In another incident 
military police lined up slum dwellers 
against a wall in Rio de Janeiro and kicked 
and beat them. According to a report just 
published by Human Rights Watch, such 
police brutality is common in Brazil, part of 
a pattern of systematic violence against slum 
dwellers, the poor and mixed race peasants. 
E» The reaction to the broadcasts, however, 
has been far from common. Brazilians have 
been shamed and outraged. President 
Cardoso swiftly signed a decree establishing 
a human rights watchdog, and sanctioned a 
bill to make torture a crime for the first time. 
His Government is trying to persuade 
Brazil’s Congress to allow military police to 
be tried in civilian courts in cases of abuse 
against civilians. Politicians increasingly 
acknowledge that the impunity enjoyed by 
most acts of police brutality is the main 
factor driving such abuse. 

Only a few years ago there was little hope 
that Brazil would take any real measures to 
curb corruption, street violence and the 
murder of street children. But the country’s 
recent political and economic turnaround 
has been remarkable. The most heartening 
thing is not only that practices tolerated for 
so Iona are now deemed unacceptable, but 
that President Cardoso seems committed to 
the wholesale reform of Brazil’s creaking 
government machinery. He has set himself 
fc an ambitious agenda that includes mea¬ 
sures to entrench democracy, narrow the 
gap between rich and poor, restructure the 


Civil Service and break the influence of 
political parties on appointments. 

In Brazil two nations exist side by side: a 
rich, educated country with a dynamic 
economy, large market and growing pol¬ 
itical sophistication; and a third world 
country living in poverty and slums, with 
little or no social security network, meagre 
health and education provision, and a crude 
ethos of survival, often at the expense of the 
rural poor and indigenous peoples. When 
the two dash, in confrontations between the 
police and slum dwellers, or powerful 
landowners and peasants, Brazil is 
wrenched between its two worlds. 

President Cardoso is determined to begin 
to reconcile these contradictions. The essen¬ 
tial first steps — ffie promotion of a new, 
hard currency, stabilisation of the economy 
and conquest of inflation — have already 
been achieved. Now his Government has 
begun the process of privatisation, a task 
more complex than in many countries 
because of the huge state holdings in land, 
mines, and industry and the argument 
between the federal states and the central 
government over who should benefit from 
tiie proceeds. The reform of the Civil Service 
is also complicated by the need to change the 
interlinked relations between bureaucrats 
and the economy and bureaucrats and 
political patronage. 

Change is not easy is a sprawling country 
where states are run as private fiefdoms. 
Boosting trade, land reform and protecting 
the rainforests must all be tackled. But the 
greatest challenge will be the promulgation 
of affordable social legislation, establishing 
a framework where the abuses shown this 
week will be far less frequent 


MEMENTO MORI 

Why human death should provoke dignity in art 


ve mind is drawn to death as the 
the sea: energy is fascinated by 
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red battlefield corpses carveu u» 
s of Upper Egypt to the depictions 
preying on cadavers in Assyrian 
the ubiquitous skulls of 17th- 
unish vanitas canvases right up to 
dehyde inventiveness of Damien 
th has been, even in the artists’ 
brooding presence. 

□ugh the lifeless body has been a 
jbiect, it has never been treated 
h quite the directness of the 
ulptor Anthony-Noel Kelly. Mr 
■lping police with their inquiries 
of =50 corpses were found in his 

hnicaUy he may have hav ? done 
than form a cast from cadavers, 
ly his work does not display the 
orappline with a difficult me- 
^Tmanv ways resembles a 
Aonsieur Tussaud. But the real 
ilhhis work is neither necessanly 
legal nor aesthetic but moral- 

Smanland-sd^pesmboasare 

cfe when Baudelaire. Beardslev, 


Huysmans and Wilde nudged several 
taboos out of the closet, looking’ to celebrate 
death and the body in morbid fashion. Their 
work, from the Fleurs du Mai to Salome, 
elegantly blurs the line between the erotic 
and the elegiac. They try to turn Marvell on 
his head and make the grave a fine and 
private place where some, they fancy', might 
embrace. 

Now as this century nears its end there is 
another “culture of death” abroad. The stark 
phrase is the Pope’s coinage, but his insight 
is not just for the orthodox. From the 
attempts to market video recordings of 
judicial executions to the suspended car¬ 
casses of Damien Hirst, a fascination with 
death now permeates culture, popular and 
high. The decline of religious belief has 
made it easier to trespass on past taboos. 
The human body, robbed of the dignity 
which is its due as the home of the soul 
fashioned in God’s image, can now be 
subjected to a series of other indignities by 
contemporary artists. 

Anthony-Noel Kelly’s work is one of the 
most grotesque developments of this trend. 
The natural revulsion the public will feel is a 
wise prejudice, acknowledgment that those 
who treat the bodies of the recently deceased 
as though they were canvas and oils or a 
butcher’s offcuis are reducing reverence for 
the human. 


Negotiations on 
the TV debate 

From Mr Michael Dobbs 

Sir, In last night's Panorama broad¬ 
cast, Mr Blair said of the negotiations 
for a television debate that "what hap¬ 
pened in those negotiations were (sic) 
that the moment it looked as if the 
negotiations were about to succeed, 
they [the Conservatives] pulled out." 

It was the Labour Party alone 
which pulled out of negotiations. The 
Guardian headline of March 28 said: 
“Labour halts TV debate*'. The Sun on 
the same day said: "Labour call off de¬ 
bate". Austin Mitchell, one of Mr 
Blair's own MPs. described him in 
77ie Sunday Times of March 30 as en¬ 
gaging in “a quick crawl backwards”. 

The events Df the afternoon of Lab¬ 
our’s withdrawal are instructive, and 
cut through Mr Blair's mischievous 
and inaccurate nonsense. 

On March 27ITV sent all three par¬ 
ties a fax which stated that it was con¬ 
fident that its proposal “represents the 
basis for a very successful and com¬ 
pelling series of two 90-minute pro¬ 
grammes". It offered further elabora¬ 
tion on its proposal, emphasising that 
these were "suggestions which we be¬ 
lieve could bring the negotiations to a 
speedier conclusion”. Yet within four 
hours of receiving ITV's written pro¬ 
posal. Labour had walked away from 
the table. 

No one in the Labour Party has yet 
been able to explain clearly why. 
Labour suggests there is a problem 
over audience participation — but 
ITV's proposal includes audience par¬ 
ticipation. Labour also suggests that 
the proposals might be challenged in 
court — bur the broadcasters submit¬ 
ted their proposals only after they had 
received clear legal opinion that they 
would withstand a challenge in court. 

The broadcasters, who are politi¬ 
cally neutral, believe their proposals 
to be both lawful and fair. Why 
doesn't Mr Biair? 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL DOBBS, 

Conservative Central Office. 

32 Smith Square. SWl. 

April S. 


‘Best deal’ for Britain 

From the Shadow Foreign Secretary 

Sir. It is a shame that the Foreign Of¬ 
fice Minister. David Davis, used this 
week's Council of Ministers meeting 
in Koordwijk. The Netherlands, to in¬ 
dulge in cheap electioneering instead 
of arguing the case for Britain |“EU 
chiefs plan to embrace Labour at 
.Maastricht”, report. April S). 

Anyone who thinks that Tony Blair 
is going to sell Britain out in Europe 
hasn’t been paying attention for the 
last three years. He will go about the 
task of setting the best deal for Britain 
with the same determination he has 
shown in transforming the Labour 
Party. 

We have made it dear that we re¬ 
gard the idea of an extra European 
summit in Maastricht in May as pre¬ 
mature and would reject any attempts 
to force the pace of discussions. We 
will, of course, endeavour to reach 
agreement at the Amsterdam summit 
in June, but we will not sign up to any 
deal until we are satisfied that it 
reflects Britain’s national interests. 

Yours sincerely, 

ROBIN COOK, 

John Smith House, 

150 Walworth Road, 5EI7. 

April S. 


Medical consent 

From the Editor of the 
Bulletin of Medical Eihics 

Sir, Lord Ashbourne and Mr Gerard 
Wright (letter, April I) are right to 
complain at the lack of discussion of 
the Counril of Europe's Convention 
on Human Rights and Biomedicine. 
This was in part because drcularion of 
early drafts was restricted by the Brit¬ 
ish chairman of the drafting commit¬ 
tee. They are wrong, however, to say 
that our law does not permit medical 
procedures, nor designed to be of dir¬ 
ect benefit to the recipient, to be per¬ 
formed on those unable to consent to 
them. 

The Nuremberg Code — of princip¬ 
les for the ethical conduct of research 
on human subjects — was part of the 
judgment delivered 50 years ago at the 
trial of Nazi doctors engaged in horrif¬ 
ic experiments. Its opening statement 
—"The voluntary consent of the 
human subject is absolutely essential" 
— has never been subsumed into 
English law. 

Instead a series of guidelines have 
been promulgated by bodies such as 
the Royal College of Physicians and 
the Medical Research Council, advis¬ 
ing that medical research procedures 
of no benefit to a subject who cannot 
consent to them may be performed, 
provided they are of no more than 
minimal risk. 

These guidelines have never been 
challenged in court. The most relevant 
case law is a decision of the House of 
Lords permitting blood to be taken 
from children in eases of disputed pat¬ 
ernity, even though this invasive 
procedure is of no” direct benefit to 
them. 

On this issue, therefore, the new 
European convention does no more 
than reflect current UK practice. 

Yours sincerely, 

R. H. NICHOLSON. 

Editor, 

Bulletin of Medico/ Ethics, 

3J Corsica Street, N5. 

April 2. 


Martin Bell’s candidature and Neil Hamilton’s honour 


From Mr Charles Finder 

Sir, Neil Hamilton is entitled to 
defend his honour and has a right to a 
presumption of innocence. However, 
he also stands as a candidate for a 
political party which needs more than 
ever to advocate its cause with vigour 
and clarity, and his difficulties are 
preventing the Conservatives from 
meeting that pressing need. 

He should recognise that the 
electoral prospects of his party, and 
thus the prospects for the nation as a 
whole, are of much more importance 
than his own defence of his reput¬ 
ation. He should withdraw his can¬ 
didature, expose the diversionary 
manipulation of the Labour and 
Liberal Democrat parties and allow 
his party to fight on the real issues. He 
can dear his name after the election. 

This would be a win for Mr 
Hamilton and a win for the Conser¬ 
vatives. 

Yours faithfully. 

C. M. PINDER, 

The Comer. Easton. 

Winchester. Hampshire. 

April 9. 

From the Reivrend Ian Gaskell 

Sir, Matthew Parris is right to say 
(April 8) that if "St Francis of Assisi 
were to stand for Tatton, he would 


Modern morality 

From the Reverend Clive L Rawlins 

Sir, Lord Langford, in his letter 
published on April 7, is wrong to say 
that Mark and Luke describe Christ 
as placing adultery at the top of their 
list of sins: only Luke does so. and as 
the only non-Jewish writer in the New 
Testament we can put that down to 
unconcern over their order of listing 
— not etitical gradation: though we 
may wonder if Luke'S well known 
sympathy towards women and child¬ 
ren influenced him. 

Even Mark, the earliest writer, does 
not use the traditional order (ie. that of 
Exodus xx). He places murder first, as 
does Matthew, whom Lord Longford 
ignores. As every schoolboy used to 
Irnow. adultery is the seventh com¬ 
mandment 

For Lord Longford to introduce 
“shamefulness" into this debate (pray¬ 
ing toe Archbishop of Canterbury in 

Gays in Armed Forces 

From Captain R. J. F. Turner. 

RN { retd) 

Sir. 1 have commanded three submar¬ 
ines, two frigates, and a guided mis¬ 
sile destroyer. So far as I know, nei¬ 
ther Mr Martin Bowley, QC (letter. 
April ^ nor toe Shadow Home Secre¬ 
tary (report, March 24) have this sort 
of experience. 

Homosexuality in a civilian envi¬ 
ronment is now rightly accepted in the 
UK In a modem warship, this accep¬ 
tance does not apply. People space is 
scarce, in order to fit in propulsion, 
detection equipment and weapons 
systems. Men are frequently in three- 
tier bunks, 30 or 40 in a small sleeping 
space, and this for eight weeks or 
more at a time. 


National spirit 

From Lord Da res bury 

Sir, As chairman of Ain tree race¬ 
course, 1 should like to express the 
thanks of the board for die enormous 
support we have received over toe 
staging of toe MarteU Grand Nat¬ 
ional. 

The presence of toe Princess Royal 
and the Prime Minister at toe re¬ 
scheduled race embodied the spirit 
and determination of toe whole na¬ 
tion. The Merseyside Pblice and sup¬ 
porting authorities acted with great 
sensitivity and outstanding profes¬ 
sionalism throughout, while toe 
people of Merseyside demonstrated 
toe sort of community spirit that is 
unbeatable. We at Ain tree are deeply 
appreciative. 

Yours sincerely, 

DARES BURY, Chairman. 

Ain tree Racecourse Company Ltd, 
Aintree, Liverpool. 

April 8. 


Masonic membership 

From Mr Nicholas Page 

Sir, If toe Freemasons (letters, April 5. 
8) are not a secret society, then why 
cannot Masonic lodges publish lists of 
members, as do many other clubs and 
societies? There would then be no 
need for MPs. judges and policemen 
to declare their membership. 

Yours faithfully. 

NICHOLAS PAGE. 

215 Queens Road, SW19. 

April 8. 


School style 

From Mr M. L R. Isaac 

Sir. When 1 was on toe staff of Bristol 
Grammar School in toe late 1950s 
(letter, April 7) a sixth former said to 
me after a visitor had left the room: “1 
knew he couldn’t be a teacher. His 
shoes were polished." 

Yours faithfully, 

M. L R. ISAAC. 

Glebe House. 

Crowcombe, Taunton, Somerset. 

April 7. 


find himself under press suspicion 
within days". 

Francis’s life prior to his conversion 
was one of debauchery and revelling 
and. without doubt, would have 
proved very fertile territory for the 
scandalous appetites of today’s press. 
I am confident that toe electorate of 
Tatton will find that neither Neil 
Hamilton nor Martin Bell has a re¬ 
cord to compare with that of toe 
young Francis. 

Yours sincerely. 

IAN GAS KELL, 

Saint Paul’s Vicarage, 

6 Vicarage Gardens. Birkenshaw, 
Bradford, West Yorkshire. 

April 8. 

From Mr Jonathan Berman 

Sir. A journalist as an anti-sleaze 
candidate? Neil Hamilton has 
achieved toe impossible. 

Yours faithfully. 

JON BERMAN, 

Ryeworth House, 61 Kidmore Road, 
Caver sham, Berkshire. 

April 7. 

From Mr Beverley Morgan 

Sir. The brief confrontation between 
the Hamiltons and Martin Bell, as 
shown on television last evening, 
prompts me strongly to regret that 


aid) is surely unhelpful — and un- 
Christian. The New Testament calls 
for a change of mind (ie. repentance). 
not for the degrading of persons. Bur 
we should be careful to note that the 
New Testament itself introduces 
changes—eg, of toe Sabbath, which is 
no longer an ordinance according to 
St Paul et al. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. L RAWLINS, 

25 Riverside Gardens, 

Musselburgh. Edinburgh. 

April 7. 

From Mr Richard Benny 

Sir, Of course adultery is worse than a 
homosexual relationship. It entails a 
broken promise and a victim, which 
toe latter does not 

Yours faithfully, 

RICHARD BENNY. 

21 Tantallon Road, SW12. 

April 7. 


President Clinton, before his first 
term in office, declared his intention to 
allow gays to serve in the United 
Stares Armed Forces. After his elec¬ 
tion. he visited ships or toe United 
States fleet talked to sailors, and 
changed his mind. The result in toe 
United States is a courageous and 
honest compromise, 

1 hope that any future UK Defence 
Secretary will visit ships of our fleet 
and talk to sailors, before allowing 
gays to serve in conditions where their 
presence could, and quite likely 
would, lead to jealousy and friction in 
the mess decks, and a reduced morale 
and efficiency in toe ships concerned. 

Yours faithfully, 

RICHARD TURNER. 

5 Via Guido Rent, Bologna. Italy. 
April 3. 


Bomb hoaxes 

From Mr D. Hinxman 

Sir. Mr B. C. J. Warnes and Mr John 
Kennedy (letters, April 8) should real¬ 
ise that if a coded bomb threat is re¬ 
ceived using a known IRA codeword, 
full evacuation must take place. 

Nobody should be put in toe 
position of being responsible to assess 
a risk factor in any such threat, and 
nobody should be allowed to remain 
in toe area of toe tlireat for toe 
emergency services to coded and 
piece together should a bomb explode. 

The IRA are using their current tac¬ 
tics to cause chaos: but if their warn¬ 
ings were to go unheeded, then almost 
certainly live bombs would sub¬ 
sequently be planted, possibly causing 
many deaths and injuries. 

Yours faithfully, 

D. HINXMAN. 

SO Little Heath Road, 

Bexleyheath, Kent. 

April 8. 


But me no ands 

From His Honour Alan 
King-Hamilton, QC 

Sir, Derwent May's entertaining art¬ 
icle, “The power and toe glory of con¬ 
junctions" (April 5). reminded me of a 
preliminary point of law which 1 had 
to deride at the outset of a prosecution 
under a new stature which had been 
passed pursuant to an international 
treaty. 

The point was whether "or" in a sec¬ 
tion of the statute was disjunctive or 
conjunctive. 1 decided that, in its con¬ 
text, it was conjunctive, as also did the 
Court of Appeal and the House of 
Lords. 

Thus it took nine judges to deride 
that a two-fetter word should be read 
as a three-letter word. 

Yours faithfully, 

ALAN KING-HAMILTON. 

Royal Air Force Club, 

128 Piccadilly, Wi. 

April 6. 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-782-5046. 


Martin, whom we all admire, has 
given up his day job. 

1 am, yours faithfully. 

BEVERLEY MORGAN. 

9 Winterstoke Gardens, 

Mill Hill. NW7. 

April 9. 

From MrJ. Anthony C. Martin 

Sir. 1 have long regretted the absence 
(since the abolition of toe university 
seats) of independent Members of 
Parliament With the candidature of 
Martin Bell, there is hope we may get 
one again. May the electors of Tanon 
return him. with a splendid majority. 

Yours faithfully. 

J. A. C. MARTIN, 

Flat 15. 

Royal Victoria Patriotic Building. 
Fitzhugh Grove. SW18. 

April 9. 

From Mr Dominic Afriai 

Sir, I applaud Martin Bell’s professed 
abhorrence of sleaze, but through his 
experience as a war correspondent did 
he not acquire a similar distaste for 
mob justice? 

Yours sincerely. 

DOMINIC AFRJAT, 

3a Westland Close, Slough. Berkshire. 
April 9. 


Local television 

From the Chairman of 
Digital Television Network 

Sir. I cannot agree with Brenda Mad¬ 
dox that, with toe launch of a national¬ 
ly focused Channel 5. cable is now the 
“only hope" for local television (“The 
TV channel with a difference — pre¬ 
dictability”. Media and Marketing. 
April 2). Digital terrestrial television 
should also provide an opportunity to 
create a network of city-based local 
television stations. 

ff we are awarded toe digital tele¬ 
vision licences by the ITC next month, 
then we will pilot such a local tele¬ 
vision service for Manchester. Having 
once established a workable model we 
then envisage rolling toe concept out 
to cover Glasgow. Birmingham, Not¬ 
tinghamshire, Leeds/Bradford and 
many other dties and conurbations. 

Local television is one of toe key 
gaps in the British television mix. 
Such services, if well done, have the 
potential to enrich local communities, 
boost voluntary effort and make local 
government accessible and account¬ 
able. 

ITV provides a good regional per¬ 
spective, but there is room for services 
which are more locally focused and 
relevant. They can be made viable 
through a mixture of traditional ad¬ 
vertising supported by interactive ser¬ 
vices and local, television-based, class¬ 
ified advertising. 

We look to toe ITC to make a 
decision which will realise the full po¬ 
tential of toe new digital age tlirough 
which local television should find its 
place in toe sun. 

Yours faithfully. 

JAMES GATWARD, 

Chairman. 

Digital Television Network, 

22 Suffolk Street, SWl. 

April 3. 


Spelling it out 

From Eur Ing H. Bibring 

Sir, Why are verbal references to dales 
in the next century almost invariably 
given as (eg) “Two thousand and four¬ 
teen" or Two thousand and twenty 
seven" as opposed ro Twenty four¬ 
teen" or Twenty twenty seven ", as in 
all other centuries? Nobody speaks of 
“One thousand and sixty six and ail 
that”, do they? 

Is the explanation simply that now¬ 
adays we never use two words when 
four will do? 

Yours sincerely. 

H. BIBRING. 

8 Carratt’5 Road, 

Bushey Heath, Hertfordshire. 

April 4. 


Childhood literature 

From Mrs Pam Robinson 

Sir. To continue what could be a saga 
of toe influences of literature on our 
childhood and beyond (letter. March 
28), l cannot ice a birthday or Christ¬ 
mas cake without being reminded of a 
sentence from Little Grey Rabbit's 
Party by Alison Urtley; "In the middle 
was’the party cake, covered with icing 
which Hare had brought from the rap 
of toe pond." 

Even ar51 this poignant reminder of 
a “simpler" time still brings a tear to 
my eye. 

Yours sincerely. 

P. ROBINSON. 

48 St John's Way, 

Sand bach, Cheshire. 


Palais glider? 

From Miss Susan Pease 

Sir, I was intrigued to read in your 
report today (later editions) of Elton 
John’s 50th birthday party at the 
Hammersmith Palais last night, that 
he was wearing a “2ft tall powered 
wig". You failed to say how it was 
powered and whal it did. 

Yours faithfully. 

SUSAN PEASE, 

130 GoldhursT Terrace, NWb. 

April 7. 









COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
April 9: The Princess Royal. 
President British Olympic As¬ 
sociation, today attended an 
Executive Board Meeting at 1 
Wandsworth Plain, London 
SW18. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 9: The Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter. President, St Bartholo¬ 
mew's Hospital, today opened 
the new Clinical Sciences Re¬ 
search Building,- St Bartholo¬ 
mew’s and the Royal London 
School of Medicine and Den¬ 
tistry, Queen Mary and West- 


Birthdays today 

Lord Brookes. 88; Professor A.E. 
BuckwelL agricultural economist. 
50, Professor Desmond Clark, 
archaeologist, 81; Sir Anthony 
Cleaver, chairman. AEA Technol¬ 
ogy. 59: Earl De La Warr, 49; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Alastair Ewing. 88; 
Mr Patrick Garland, theatre and 
film director, 62; Mr A.M. Henri, 
former president. Liverpool Acad¬ 
emy of Arts, f* Mr J.H. Holrpyd, 
rivD servant. 62; Miss Gloria 
HunnifonL broadcaster, 57; Mr 
Owen Kelly. former commis¬ 
sioner. City of London Police; 65: 
Professor Kathleen Major, former 
principal St Hilda’s College, Ox¬ 
ford. 91; Mr Stan Mellor, race¬ 
horse trainer, 60; Mr David 
Moorcroft, athlete. 44; Sir Robert 
Rhodes James, former MP. 64: Mr 
Omar Sharif, aaor. 65; Mr Tom 
Spencer, MEP, 49: Mr Chris¬ 
topher Stoddart managing direc¬ 
tor. GMTV. 47; Mr Paul Theroux, 
writer. 56; Sir Rodney Walker, 
chairman, English Sports Council. 
54; Mr Harry Weblin, former 
chairman. Liberty. 67. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen will lake the salute 
Lord High Admiral's Divisions at 
Britannia Royal Naval College. 
Dartmouth. Devon, at 1030. 

The Duke of Edinburgh wQl visit 
the Royal Star and Garter Home 
for Disabled Sailors. Soldiers and 
Airmen. Richmond, southwest 
London, at II.00am: wQl chair a 
meeting, as President, of the Royal 
Mint Advisory Committee at 
Buckingham PaJaoe, at 3.00pm; 
and, as Patron, will attend the 
Institution of Chemical Engineers’ 
Annual Dinner at the Hilton 
Hold. Park. Lane. London Wl. at 
7.00pm. 


Reception 


Lord Denman 

Lord Denman was die host at a 
reception at the House of Lords on 
Tuesday, April 8. to mark the 160th 
anniversary of Windfesham 
House School and to welcome the 
arrival of the new Headmaster Mr 
Philip Lough and his wife Chris¬ 
tine. Present and past governors, 
staff, parents and friends of the 
school attended. 


International Council 
of Christians and Jews 

The Rev Ernest Rea. Head of the 
BBC Religious Broadcasting 
Department, received an I nterfaith 
Gold Medallion from Sir Sigmund 
Sternberg, Chairman of Che 1CCL 
at the BBC London yesterday. 


field College. Whitechapel 
London El. 

The Duchess of Gloucester 
this afternoon opened Jewish 
Care’s residential and nursing 
home. Lady Sarah Cohen 
House, at the Asher Loftus 
Centre. Colney Hatch Lane, 
London Nil. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 
April 9: The Duke of Kent, 
Colonel, Scots Guards this 
evening attended an Equer¬ 
ries’ reunion dinner, at St 
James's Palace. 


School news 

Bedford High School 
The Summer Term at Bedford 
High School begins today and 
ends on July 4. The Guild biennial 
outing will be held on May 10 at 
the Falcon Hotel in Stratford. 
(Further details from Mrs Chan¬ 
dler do Bedford High School). The 
Middle School play Tin Pott Alt a 
joint production with Bedford 
School wQl be performed on April 
24. 25 and 2b. The Junior School 
play Dragon/ire will be performed 
on June IS, 19 and 20. The Sixth 
Form Leavers Ball wQl be held on 
June 26. Open Days for girls 
joining the School in September 
1997 and their parents will be held 
on Saturday. June 14 (Junior 
School) and Wednesday, June 25 
(Senior School). 

The Bedford Charity (The 
Harpur Trust) includes in its aims 
the provision of high quality 
education for girls. Charity 
registration no: 204817. 

The King's School. Peterborough 
Term begins today with David 
Nobbs and Hannah Dobbin as 
Head Boy and Head Girl. The 
OPA Cambridge Dinner will be 
held at Pembroke College on June 
6, details from die Headteacher. 
The Cathedral Leavers’ Service on 
June 27. Oft Welcome. 


Dinners 

Lord Mayor 

The Lord Mayor, accompanied by 
Miss Melissa Cork, gave the 
Easter banquet last night at the 
Mansion House in honour of 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps 
and their escorts. The speakers 
were the Lord Mayor, the Ap¬ 
ostolic Nuncio and Mr Maksim 
Rifitind. QC. Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Af¬ 
fairs. The other guests included: 



Air Force Board 
Air Chief Marshal Sir John Alli¬ 
son, Air Member for Logistics, 
presided at a dinner given by the 
Air Force Board Standing Com¬ 
mittee and their ladies last night at 
RAF Bentley Priory to mark the 
retirement of Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Michael Graydon. Chief of the 
Air Staff, and Lady Graydon. 


Appointment 

Mr Christopher Hulse to be 
Ambassador (non-resident)' to 
Liechtenstein, succeeding Mr 
David Beattie. 




Hardwick Hall Derbyshire, built by Elizabeth. Countess of Shrewsbury, below, better known as Bess of Hardwick 

Trust seeks £10m to restore hall 


By John Young 

THE 400th anniversary of 
Hardwick Hall one of the 
finest Elizabethan houses in 
England, is being marked by 
an application for a £J0 
million repair grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund- 
The National Trust plans a 
ten-year programme to tackle 
the backlog of work which, at 
presort rates of spending, 
would take 50 years to dear. 
The house in Derbyshire was 


Memorial service 

The Countess of Harrowby 
The Earl of Shrewsbury, a Deputy 
Lieutenant of Stafford, attended a 
memorial service for the Countess 
of Harrowby held yesterday at St 
James's, Piccadilly. The Rev Mary 
Robins officiated, assisted by 
Canon Lisle Ryder, of Worcester 
CathedraL Tom RundaU, the Hon 
Hugo Ryder. Mark Rundall and 
die Hon Freddie Ryder grand¬ 
children. read the lessons. 

During the service die Hon 
Emily Ryder lit a candle. Extracts 
hum Fauna's Requiem were sung 
by the St James’^ choir. 


Luncheon 

HM Government 

Sir Nicholas Bonsor, Minister of 
State for Foragn and Common¬ 
wealth Affairs, was the host at a 
luncheon held yesterday at Lan¬ 
caster House to lid farewell to Mr 
Anatoly Adamishin. Ambassador 
of die Russian Federatioa. 


Appointments 
in the Navy 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce to be 
the Commander-in-Chief Fleet 
Commander-in-chief Eastern At¬ 
lantic Area and Commander Al¬ 
lied {forces Northwestern Europe, 
succeeding Admiral Sir Peter 
Abbott 

Commodore A.M. Gregory to be 
promoted Read Admiral and to be 
Flag Officer Scotland. Northern 
England and Northern Ireland/ 
Naval Base Commander Clyde. 
COMNORLANT/COM NORTH¬ 
WEST. succeeding Rear Admiral 
J.G. ToUiursL 


University news 

Oxford 

Amanda Kaye to be Bursar of St 
Antonym College. 


built by Elizabeth. Countess 
of Shrewsbury, better known 
as Bess of Hardwick, the 
second most powerful woman 
in Tudor England after her 
namesake, the Queen. 

It was given to the trust in 
1959 in settlement of death 
duties. Designed by Robert 
Smythson, it was described 
yesterday by Martin Drury, 
the trust's director, as one of 
die noblest buildings in 
Europe. But four centuries of 
wind and rain have eroded 


the sandstone fabric, and the 
leaking windows need exten¬ 
sive repairs. Sunlight has 
damaged the unrivalled col¬ 
lection of embroideries and 
textiles, causing them to fade 
and become brittle. 

About 70.000 people visit 
die house each year and the 
surrounding parkland at¬ 
tracts many more. The trust 
hopes to open more rooms to 
die public — though this will 
create further wear to the 
structure. 



Tombs reveal colourful past 

By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


THE colour of magic may be 
more than a book, by Terry 
Pratchett recent work on the 
Isle of Arran suggests that 
stones used to build megalith- 
ic tombs were chosen for the 
symbolic importance of their 
hue. Red and white rocks, 
found at different places on the 
island, were brought together 
in funerary architecture some 
5,000years ago. 

“The Arran tomb-builders 
went to considerable lengths 
to indude stones of both 
colours in every tomb," Andy 
Jones says in British Archae¬ 
ology. "Stone is plentiful, but 
no tombs were built using 
only local stone." 

Red sandstone and white 
granite come from the fertile 
south and barren north of 
Arran respectively, but at 


Appoin tment s 

The Rev Jeremy Leffler, Curate. St 
ftter and St (foul. Ormskiric to be 
Curate. St Peter. Woolton 
(Liverpool).. 

The Rev Mark McCaghrey, Cu¬ 
rate, St MaryX Byfleet (Guild¬ 
ford): to be Vicar, Lowestoft St 
Andrew (Norwich). 

The Rev Mark McIntyre, Assistant 
Curate. Wednesbuiy Team Min¬ 
istry: to be Assistant Curate (Team 
Vicar Designate). Wolstanton 
Team Ministry (Lichfield). 

The Rev Andiony Morgan. Assis¬ 
tant Curate. St Leonard's. Nor¬ 
wood. Sheffield: to be Priest-in- 
charge, St Hilda*. Shiregreen. 
Sheffield (Sheffield). 

The Rev Gilly Myers: to be 
Assistant Curate (NSM). port- 


Cam Ban in the granite re¬ 
gion. the diystone walling was 
of sandstone and the lintels of 
alternating slabs of the two 
kinds of rock. 

“In many cultures red and 
white are thought of as sym¬ 
bols of the red blood or flesh 
and white bones, particularly 
apt in tombs built to house the 
dead," Mr Jones says. The two 
parts of the island might also 
be signified, perhaps as a 
metaphor for the body with its 
static white bone and produc¬ 
tive red flesh, he suggests. 

"The land itself might have 
been seen as flesh, and at 
death the bones were re- 
clothed in the flesh of the 
land." Mr Jones claims, citing 
the tomb of Clachaig where 
white bones were "jammed 
into the walls and encased in 


Church news 


time, Gedling All Hallows 
(Southwell). 

The Rev David Osman. Vicar. 
Preston cm Tees: to be Priesl-in- 
diaige. Hebbum St John 
(Durham). 

Canon James Pendorf. Priest-in- 
charge. St Alban and St Patrick, 
High gate: to be Vicar. St Alban 
and St Patrick. High gate 
(Birmingham), suspension of 
presentation luring been lifted. 
Tbe Rev David Picken. Team 
Vicar. Wordsley Team Ministry w 
responsibility for Wordsley, St 
Clare: to be Team Rector. 
Wordsley. Holy Trinity 
(Worcester). 


red sandstone slabs". Arte¬ 
facts from the tombs are of red 
flint or blade pitchstone, the 
former mainly arrowheads 
and knives, the latter sharp 
flakes. One may have been 
used for killing and primary 
butchery, the other for “draw¬ 
ing out the black visceral 
blood of the internal organs," 
Mr Jones says. 

Different-coloured stones 
have been found at the Clava 
cairns near Inverness, and in 
Ireland in Sligo and at the 
famous tomb of New grange, 
where white quartz may have 
formed a fagade or pavement. 
“The meaning is not always 
dean white quartz may sim¬ 
ply allow light to be diffracted 
into the chamber during 
events of solar significance." 
Mr Jones says. 


The Rev Ruth Stock. Curate. St 
Philemon, Toxteth: to be Team 
Vicar, St GabrieL Toxteth 
(Liverpool). 

The Rev John Streeting. Curate. 
Saints Peier and Paul, Chingford 
(Chelmsford): to be Associate 
Vicar. Christ Church. Chelsea 
(London). 

The Rev Tom Thomas. Curate. St 
Peter, Woolton: to be Vicar, St 
David, Carr Mill (Liverpool). 

The Rev Kerin Thompson. Vicar, 
Kimberworth Park. Rotherham: to 
be Vicar. Gnmoside. Sheffield 
(Sheffield). 

The Rev David Wright, Vicar. 
Lenham w Bough ton Malherbe: 
now Assistant Continuing Min¬ 
isterial Education Officer 
(Canterbury). 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 


The Hon Angus G. Henderson 
and Miss AJ. Hedley 

The engagement is announced 
between Angus Georgy 
son of Lord and Lady Farmgdon. 
of Busoor Park. Oxfordshire, and 
Alexia Jane, only daughter of Mrs 
Y.M. Hedley. of 
Wiltshire, and Mr R-H. Hedley, of 
Chagford. Devon. 

Mr R.P. Byrne 
and Dr V JL LyeO 
The engagement is announcea 
between Robert, son of Mrs 
Nathan Harrell-Bond, and 
Veronica, elder daughter of Sir 
Nicholas and Lady Lyell. 

Mr R.CJX Blackwell 
and Miss FLM. Forster 
The engagement is announced 
between Rupert, son of Colonel 
and Mrs John Blackwell, of 
Cobham. Surrey, and Martha, 
elder daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Simon Forster, of HanweU. 
Oxfordshire. 

Captain J. Caesar 
and Miss L. Nash 
The engagement is announced 
between Captain Julius Caesar. 
Royal Signals, son of Mr and Mrs 
Julius Caesar, of Cambridge. 
Gloucestershire, and Lisajane. 
only daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Trevor Nash, of Headley Down, 
Hampshire. 

Mr P.R. Cooke 
and Miss MA Walterik 
The engagement is announced 
between ftuL elder son of Mr 
Roger M. Cooke and Mrs Marie 
Katl of Ashstead, Surrey, and 
Matilde, only daughter of Dr Knut 
H. Wallevik and Mrs Bine 
E. Branner, of Copenhagen. 
Denmark. 

Mr RJL Creswdl 
and Miss R-E. Johnson 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, son of Mr and 
Mrs Michael CreswdL of 
Chobham. Surrey, and RacbeL 
younger daughter of Dr and Mrs 
Paul Johnson, of Great Witley. 
Worcestershire. 

Mr JX. Edge 
and Miss U. Papwortb 
The engagemau is announced 
between Jonathan, son of Mr and 
Mrs David Edge, of Sherborne St 
John, Hampshire, and Luanda, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Graham 
Papworth. of Chichester. West 
Sussex. 


Mr A.D.D. O'Conor 
and Miss CJ. Felix 
The engagement is announced 
between Adam, youngest son of 
Mr and Mts Brian O'Conor, of 
Guildfoni Sumy, and Cfiariotte. 
only daughter of Dr and Mrs 
Robin Felix, of Seale, Farnhaxu. 
Surrey. 

Mr P.D. O’HaBoran 
and Miss LC. Marne : 

The engagement is announced 
between Donald, only son of the 
late Mr and Mrs Patrick 
OTlaJloran. and Lynnette, only 
daughter of the late Mr William 
Marne and of Mrs Maine, of . 
Eastbourne. EastSusex. 

Mr AJ. Soper 
and Miss S J. King 
The engagement is announced 
between Ashley, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs Geoffrey Soper, of 
Bud lei gh Salterton. and Susan, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Peter King, of Ruislip. Middlesex. 

Mr J-E. TDbrook 
and Miss A. Nommensen 
Tbe engagement is announced 
between James, younger son of 
Brigadier and Mrs Tom Til brook, 
of Little Comard, Suffolk, and. 
Anna belle, only daughter of the 
late Mr Clarence Nommensen and 
of Mrs Nommensen. of Brisbane. 
Australia. 

Dr T. Woolley 
and Miss C. Robbins 
The engagement is announced 
between Tom. son of Brigadier and 
Mrs Ifoter Woolley, of London, and 
Caty, daughter of Mr Glyn Ford- 
Robbins, of Shamley Green, and 
Mrs Lis Edwards, of Trondheim. 
Norway. 

Marriages 

Mr DJ.L. Lee 
and Mrs KXA. Rabett 
The marriage took place at St 
Nicholas. Denston. on Saturday, 
April 5, 1997. between Mr David 
Lee and Mrs Karen Rabert. The 
RevT.S. Wright officiated, assisted 
by Father Paul Graham. 

Mr PA. Wookey 
and Miss S.L. Emery 
The marriage took place on 
Wednesday. March 19. 1997. in 
Canada, of Mr Peter Wookey. of 
119 Hazelton Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontario, mid Miss Samantha Em¬ 
ery. A service of blessing wOJ be 
held at the Church of St Nicholas, 
Hedsor, an August 30. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: King James V of Scot¬ 
land. reigned 1513-42. Linlithgow, 
1512; Hugo Grotius. jurist Delft, 
1583; John WDmot 2nd Earl of 
Rochester, poet and courtier. 
Ditddey. Oxfordshire, 1647; Sir 
John Pringle, physician and presi¬ 
dent of the Royal Society I77Z 
Sthchd. Roxburgh, 1707; Samuel 
Hahnemann, physician and 
founder of homeopathic medicine. : 
Meissen. Germany. 1755; William 
Hazlitt essayist Maidstone, 1778; 
Lew Wallace. American Civil War 
general and author of Ben Hur, 
Brookville, Indiana. 1827; William 
Booth, founder of the Salvation 
Army. Nottingham, 1829; Joseph 
Pulitzer, newspaper proprietor. 
Mak6, Hungary, 1847; George 
William Russell (AE), writer. 
Lurgan. Co Armagh. 1867; George 
Arfiss. actor. London. 186S; Vic 
Feather. Baron Feather, trade 
unionist Bradford. 1908, 

DEATHS: Joseph Lagrange, 
mathematician. Paris. 1813; Alex¬ 
ander Nasmyth, painter. Edin¬ 
burgh. 1840c Giovanni Amiri, 
astronomer. Florence, 1863; Alger¬ 
non Charles Swinburne, poet and 
critic, London. 1909; August 
Lumfere, pioneer of morion pic¬ 
tures. Lyons. 1954; Evelyn Waugh. 


writer. Combe Florey. Somerset 
1966. 

Bananas appeared , in British 
shops for the first time. 1633. 

The first British settlers arrived in 
South Africa. AJgaa Bay. 1820. 

The safety pin was patented by 
Walter Hunt of New York. 1849. 
The Civil Rights Bill passed the 
American Senate. I960. 


Latest wills 

Roy Edward Wbarfe, of London 
SW6, left estate valued at £908,637 
net 

Herbert Clifford Brough, of CoF 
wyn Bay. Conwy, left estate valued 
at £2.616,686 net 

He left his residuary estate to be 
divided thus; one hall to Bamardoi 
for use in the Liverpool area; three 
eighths to the Royal Liverpool 
Children's NHS Trust and one 
eighth to the Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic Society. 

Christina Ella Hope Cham e n. of 
Bures St Mazy. Suffolk, left estate 
valued ar Ei.421.84S net 
She left £5.000 to St Mary the Virgin 
church. Bures St Mary. 

Frank *171011135 Burchett, of New 
Haw. Weybridge, Surrey, left es¬ 
tate valued at £1.696.153 net. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 01714819313 


Godls mw la holy, M* metcy 
mb* imn g wwwtl ia to geu- 
rrattan toward mow who 
to 

BIRTHS 


ARSTEY-To Uady and Bout 
on April 7th. A daughter, 

Hpmtm May, a Wur foe 
Sophia, Homy sad Mom*. 

jumco- On April 5th at Ik* 

Frettamd Hospital, to Janet 1 t^t-attic 
and Pater, a daughter, I UHaldo 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 

HAYESeMUSSON - Lt_ Murray 
and Bath. On 10th April 
1947 at St Mary's Church. 
Loath. Row residing at 
Taalby. Congratulations and 
love fwn Anthony, Wed. 
Rosemary and Boberc. 


AF7HORP-On April 2nd 1997. 
to Susan and Justin, a 
daughter. Christina Helen 
Jane. 

CLARK - On 5th April, to 
Ioaathan and Kay, a 
beautiful baby daughter, 
-T" Kristin, a dm for 
G tori o t te XsoMUe. 

OOLFOX - on April 6th. to Tulls 
and FbQfp, ■ rta ophtei, Mary 
Bose (Mamie), a sister to 
Alice and Lily. 

COMHICK - TO Alison (nda 
Tattle) end Jemmy, In Haig 
Kang, on April 9th, a 
daughter. Zoo Rebecca, a 
sister for OUnr. 

FUNT-On 4th April, to Bunns 
(nde FMeteMO and Hoary, 
a daughter Cbloe PoUyaana. 

HASUTT - On April 7 th, to 
litrin Coda Whelan) and 
Roger, a son, Edward 
MtctoaL 

OK—HUH - On April 3xd to 
Jenny (n<6e Ratcliff) and 
tabs, a daughter, Snranaah 
«Tuii u sig hi ng 7tbs 5on. A 
sister for Grace. 

PACE - an April «th at The 
PaetfaiMl Hospital, to Kriswa 
and Alan, a daughter, 
Kaylslgh Nicole. 

RADCUFfE - On April 4th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Sandra Code Altman) and 
Peter; a son. Jmes, a toother 
for Natalie. 

SPARROW - On April M at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
jaUe-Anne and Bogtec twin 
daughters. Essie and 
Imogen, risreei for Morgan. 

•FOOD - To Carole and Julian 
on April 7th at home. A 
beautiful daughter Alice 
Btotntt, a welcome abler 
for George and Hector. 


DIAMOND 

ANNIVERSARIES 


MROAY JACOBS - See 
Jacobs. 

IGRRBME - Alfred bases (Jim. 
Ea Professional Golfer - 
Gerards Cross Golf Chib) 
aged 88. Passed away 
peacefully on 5th April. 
Be milted with Ada. Funeral 
Sendee on Tuesday 15th 
April at 2 pm at Sputum 
Church, Northamptonshire, 
followed by buriaL 


DEATHS 


FAULKNER - Hugh GBE, died ILOTT - (Mi Fletcher) 

April 6th aged 80. First --* M — M ” — 1 

Director of Help the Aged, 
later Director Asthma 
K — e s r ch Council, until Ids 
death H o n o r ary Director of 
Persistent Virus Disease 
Research Foundation. 

Beloved husb a nd of A n ne , 
detot e d father of Anthony 
and Jane, and grandfather of 
Katherine. Edward, J e r e my 
and Henrietta. Funeral at 
Jordans Friends* Meeting 
House (near Bs a cunaf laldj 
Friday April 11th 1230 pm. 

Musi crisl Service to follow 
at a later date. 


SERVICES 







mm 


HNNEY - Jean Constance (nde 
Drummond) on April 4th 
1 997 In Oxford aged 82 
years. Widow of Georgs, 
much loved mother end 
grandmother. Funeral 
private. A Service of 
Thanksglviag vrfa be held at 
St Simon Za lotos, Milner 
Street, SW3, on Wsrtnssrtry 
April SOth at 230 mu 
C onati ons U dashed to The 
OPTIMA Project c Jo 
Badcliffe Infirmary NHS 
Trust, Woodstock load. 
Oxford 0X2 6HK 

MLLYER - Catharine, wife or 
Keith, mother of Diana, 
Tessa 




and granddaughter of 
famous violinist Joseph 
joa chfan . P riva te rtem a rln a 
fur haOj and friuls on 
Thursday 17th April at 
230pm at Tunbridge VMM 


UarimhhB Service at St 
FauTs Church. Buathall, to 
he ■iisn g wl at a later date. 

Me HUGH - Ethel (ate 
Foucfaazd) died peacefully 
on April 6th, 1997. Her 
loving fuOy recall a Hfo 
Used for tba glory of hoc 
God. Good night God blase 
Man, test In peace. 











devoted mther to ncoa and 
proud grandf a t her to Hugo 
and Alexander. Funeral 
Service at Randalls park 

b^ Tpjyylpmt 

<m Thunder 17th April at 
12 neon. Family flowers 






- Harry Raymond, SAJKSEAWfT - On 8th April IL—Ull - On 7th April 1997, CMMMMI muse mki 
April 8th, 1997, apod 79 1997, peacefule st Coombs Ann (nfa Fosh) passed away "■* «* ■* «* central 

yaars. Peacefully, after Grange nursing Bom* 9way. at home of cancer agod 50 jgg” _ 

prolonged U1 health, at Henry Anthony aged 89 years. Beloved wife of Boy, 52^2'o^n «K SrtT 

Northaven. Whungaparaoe. years. Dearly beloved mother of Mcola. MlchePa 

Ifo w Ze elan d Moved dadd y htotond of Dade and loving and Peter and eldest "3 * 

f 0 ™* hn ^? ad o' Jo* 1 *. Derid and daughter of Mary and Eddln. 

of joaa. Long serving Julia. Funeral Service will Funeral Service. Sunday BSS ‘l&w 

Otp brin o f BOAC and Gu lf t aka p lace at Sway Pariah 13th April, 2 pm at Sc Mary's j — 

ft 5Orach on Wednesday. 16th KjC Qruroh. Woburn Sands. 

TheBHZAFandBAFlfoS«7 April at 1015 am. followed Family flowers only. WANTPTl 

Squadron. Awardtd tht fay*MimPftiffr donations for oltbir WAWlUu 

flowors only plena, but 


mui 


TICKETS FOR SALE FLATSHARE 

BBURAVIA. Folly fuxriafcad. CH 
+ TV A Iddga + rack ma rina 
tortilla s. A sw eet no—c s, 
5 mins Mbu£320pcm iucJi/S. 
' OO Box No 4298 


"SH? SMARe S“*JEE* 3S* to 

TW 0171 930 0171 

930 3894 


HYDE K Fum Us, aupssb rat 
Mon-E«?rL^oiyi < ^2^: 
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* Obituaries 


THOMAS ATKINSON, GC 


Thomas Atkinson. GC died in 
Dorset on March 26 aged $] 

He was born at Red car on 
May 27,1915. 

I n an act of bravery — and. as 
so often in such cases, of 
resourcefulness — which in¬ 
volved his being severely 
burnt, Thomas Atkinson was in¬ 
strumental in controlling a serious 
fire which threatened loss of life 
and large scale destruction of Army 
transport on a remote mountain 
base in prewar Palestine. For this 
he was awarded the Empire Gal¬ 
lantry Medal, which was gazetted 
on July 25, 1939, and translated to 
the George Cross in 1941. 

At that time Atkinson was serv¬ 
ing as a corporal with the 1st 
battalion. The Green Howards, in 
a Palestine which was then gov¬ 
erned under a League of Nations 
Mandate by Great Britain. He was 
stationed at Jinsafut Camp, an 
isolated outpost high in the harsh. 
rocky terrain of the Samarian 
Hills. Early in 1939 he had been put 
in charge of the camp's mechanised 
transport In the evening of March 
15. 1939. he was supervising the 
refuelling of eight lorries which 
were packed together in the close 


confines of the camp's only garage, 
a small, narrow affair in which the 
lorries had to be packed far more 
closely together than was desirable. 

The operation was made the 
more hazardous through the ineffi¬ 
cient design of the Army two-gallon 
petrol tin. which was then standard 
equipment before the merciful ar¬ 
rival of the far superior Jerrycan 
(which was copied from a German 
design) during the North African 
campaign two years later. However 
carefully the twp-gallon can was 
poured, some spillage was inevita¬ 
ble, and in hot. arid climates, nor to 
mention the proximity of hot ex¬ 
haust pipes, this was highly 
dangerous. 

Whether or not what happened 
next was a result of spontaneous 
combustion, or whether a disaffect¬ 
ed Arab threw a flare into the 
building through the ventilation 
slit, was never estalished; but 
without warning a fire broke out in 
the middle of the garage and 
quickly engulfed one of the lorries. 
With the amount of fuel on the floor 
and the proximity of both the base 
ammunition dump and a barrack 
housing 60 men, the potential for 
catastrophe was clearly enormous. 

Atkinson’s first action was to 


order all the drivers to get their 
lorries out of the garage and drive 
them as far from the barrack and 
ammunition dump as possible. 
While this was happening the 
remaining troops tackled the blaze 
with fire extinguishers. But these 
could not cope with the ferocity of 
the flames and only five of the 
lorries had been got out of the 
garage by the time the fire had 
spread over the whole floor. 

Atkinson ordered his men to dig 
up soil to throw cm the flames, but 
in trying to do so one young soldier 
slipped and fell onto the burning 
fuel. With complete disregard for 
his own safety, Atkinson dived into 
the inferno to try to pull the man 
out But at that point a petrol tank 
blew up and and Atlunson was 
Dung several yards Through the air 
by the blast. Momentarily con¬ 
cussed. he came to, to find that he 
was burning from head to foot and 
could hardly see. 

At this point. Private Thomas 
McAvqy, who was woridng closely 
with Atkinson, punched a hole in 
the petrol tank of one of the other 
lorries to prevent it from exploding, 
sustaining burns as he did so. He. 
too, was awarded the Empire 
Gallantry Medal for his courage 


and quick thinking on that day. The 
citation to Atkinson's decoration 
acknowledged the Tact that without 
his initiative which had brought the 
bulk of the trucks to safety and his 
intelligent efforts to keep the blaze 
under control, the whole camp 
would most probably have been 
destroyed by fire and explosions, 
with heavy loss of life. 

Thomas Atkinson was bom at 
Redcar. northeast Yorkshire, into a 
family which had long associations 
with the sea. as fishermen and as 
crew of the celebrated Redcar 
lifeboat. He was educated at school 
locally and then had a number of 
bits and pieces jobs in the Depres¬ 
sion years — particularly severe in 
that depressed area of the country. 

But the Army offered an escape 
from this existence and in Novem¬ 
ber 1933 he made his way to 
Riclimond (Yorkshire) to enlist in 
the Green Howards, which has its 
headquarters in the town. During a 
period while his battalion was 
posted to Dorset he met and 
married a local girl, Doreen 
Bowen. 

After the inddenr ar Jinsafut. 
Atkinson was invalided back ro 
Britain and spent much time 
thereafter in hospital receiving 


treatment for his severe bums. 
These effectively ended his service 
career and before the end of the war 
he was invalided out of the Army 
and rerumed to live in the Portland 
area. There he worked as an 
Admiralty driver, a job which took 
him out to Singapore for a number 
of years in the 1950s. Subsequently 
he was employed as a stone sawyer 
in the Portland stone industry. 

In retirement at Weston. Port¬ 
land, after 1965. he maintained 
contact with his regiment and was 
also a great supporter of the 
Victoria Cross and George Gross 
Association. A quiet and unassum¬ 
ing man, he enjoyed a game of 
billiards or snooker at ms local 
Conservative Club (though that 
choice of venue had nothing to do 
with his political affiliations). A 
bench dedicated to him at Portland 
last year recalls his deed in the 
South of England, while in his 
native northeast a plaque outside 
the Redcar and Cleveland council 
chamber in Elston town hall cele¬ 
brates him and two other sons of 
the district who received the highest 
awards for valour. 

Atkinson’s wife Doreen died last 
year and he is survived by their two 
sons and a daughter. 



DAME GUINEVERE TILNEY 


HUGH IRWIN 


Dame Guinevere Tflney. 
DBE, personal adviser to 
Margaret Thatcher. 1975- 
Si died on April 4 aged 
80. She was born on 
September 8 . 1916. 

GUINEVERE TILNEY was a 
woman who filled several 
roles well. She was at different 
times an astute secretary, a 
dedicated political wife and a 
committed campaigner for 
women's rights. But she was 
best known, perhaps, for her 
role as personal adviser to 
Margaret Thatcher after she 
had become Conservative 
leader and, later, when she 
was Prime Minister. 

Travelling abroad with 
Margaret Thatcher. Tilney 
had an ability to anticipate 
needs well in advance and to 
sort out problems when they 
occurred. This made her an 
invaluable companion. She 
did not always find it easy to 
be wardrobe mistress to a 
woman who travelled so much 
and needed clothes to suit all 
climates. Jet alone to a woman 
who had such firm ideas of her 
own. But Tilneys dedication 
could, and did. exceed the call 
of duty. When it was necessary 
for the Prime Minister to slim 
before a physically demand¬ 
ing official visit ra China, 
Tilney went on the same diet 
by way of encouragement. 

Tilney. however, had played 
a not inconsiderable political 
role in her own right In 1970 
Lord Home, then Foreign 
Secretary in Edward Heath’s 
administration, sent her to 
America as the British repre¬ 
sentative on the UN Commis¬ 
sion on the Status of Women. 
She proved a popular choice. 
She could be relied on to make 
a wdl informed speech, and 



had none of the oflputting 
characteristics of the militant 
feminist In New York she 
campaigned with rigour for 
the rights of women in the 
Third World. 

Tall, slim and good looking, 
Tilney had a sense of style that 
stood out She wore superbly 
cut suits in beautiful but plain 
fabrics by day. and in the 
evening long dresses which 
always stopped short of flam¬ 
boyance but had a swinging 
glamour. 

Guinevere Tilney was of 
Scottish descent Her maiden 
name was Grant, and she was 
the younger daughter of the 
12th baronet Sir Hamilton 
Grant and his wife, Margot 
Cochran. Sir Hamilton Grant 


was Foreign Secretary to the 
Government of India, 1914- 
1919, and later, for several 
years head of the civil admin¬ 
istration in the North West 
Province of India, now Paki¬ 
stan. Guinevere's grandfather 
was Professor of Law at Edin¬ 
burgh University for some 30 
years. 

Guinevere was sketchily 
educated at Weston birt — “we 
concentrated mainly on po¬ 
nies," she said — and went on. 
on the outbreak of the Second 
World War, to join the WRNS. 
She reached the rank of sec¬ 
ond officer. Her maternal 
grandfather was a regular 
officer in the Royal Navy. It 
was during the war that she 
met and married Captain 


Lionel Hunter of the Canadi¬ 
an Dragoon Guards. He died 
in 1947. the year that her only 
child was bom. Her father 
had already died when she 
was JS and her mother moved 
in to a grace and favour 
residence in Hampton Court 
Palace. 

A widow at 31. she took a 
course in typing, shorthand 
and book-keeping and a year 
later took the job which was to 
set the course for the rest of her 
life. She became a secretary to 
Lord Selbome, an elderly man 
of vast experience in politics, 
the city and business. At the 
time he was chairman of the 
National Provincial Bank and 
very involved in the Conserva¬ 
tive Commonwealth Council. 
He had been Minister for 
Economic Warfare, 1942-45. 
and had sat as an MP for 
various constituencies for 
some 40 years. 

It was through her work 
with him and her interest in 
the Commonwealth that she 
met her second husband John 
Tilney. He had become chair¬ 
man of the W est .African Com¬ 
mittee of the Conservative 
Commonwealth Council of 
which she was a member. A 
man with a good war record, 
he had joined the family 
sTockbroking firm in Liver¬ 
pool and become MP for 
Liverpool (Wavertree} which 
he was io represent in Parlia¬ 
ment for over 20 years. 

Guinevere Tilney became 
very involved in her hus¬ 
band's political work in Liver¬ 
pool. She sometimes travelled 
there and back as often as 
three times a week, leaving 
him free for ministerial duties 
in London. He was Post-Mast¬ 
er General from 1962 to 1964 
and later fiUed a number of 


junior ministerial posts. 

Tlney was one of the first of 
what today are called “ladies 
who lunch". But her lunches 
had serious purpose. In the 
early 1950s she was chairman 
of the Empire Ladies Lunch 
Club. It consisted mostly of 
wives of peers and MPs who 
were interested in the emerg¬ 
ing Commonwealth and in 
women's rights. Her husband 
was the chairman of the 
Liverpool Luncheon Club, and 
when she discovered that 
women were only allowed on 
special occasions she set up 
the Merseyside Conservative 
Women’s Luncheon Club in 
the city, becoming its first 
chairman. With its sharp pol¬ 
itical Jbcus. it was a resound¬ 
ing success. 

She used these and other 
luncheon clubs to raise money 
for Commonwealth causes 
and for furthering the status of 
women in the Third World. 
Sales of used clothing were a 
grear success. Women lunch 
guests who asked Guinevere 
Tilney what they should they 
bring would be somewhar 
taken aback when she gaily 
replied: “your nearfy-new, 
your nearly-new". It was prob¬ 
ably she who gave the name to 
what has now become com¬ 
mon place in London and 
smarter country villages — the 
“nearly-new sale". 

Tilney was appointed DBE 
in 1984. She was deputy- 
lieutenant for Lancaster, 1971- 
74. and of Merseyside, 1974-76. 
She was president of the 
National Council of Women of 
Great Britain, 1961-bS. 

Her second husband died in 
1994. She nursed him devoted¬ 
ly throughout his long fina[ 
illness. 

She is survived by her son. 


Hugh Irwin, CBE. a 
former assistant secretary 
at the Ministry of 
Transport died od 
March 30 aged 86 . He 
was born on March 2 ). 

1911. 

THE name of Hugh Irwin 
might strike a chord in the 
memory of those who have, 
during the last quarter of a 
century, piloted their craft 
through the locks and beside 
the quays of our inland water¬ 
ways. As aTransport Ministry 
official in the late 1960s. he 
signed the official list of "do’s" 
and “donts” — referred to at 
the time as “Irwin’s by-laws" 
—displayed at strategic points 
along the banks. 

He also helped to frame the 
legislation, prompted by his 
enthusiastic minister, Barbara 
Castle, which restored the 
present network of canals and 
connecting rivers — designat¬ 
ing some for recreational pur¬ 
poses, others for commerce. 

He had started in dril 
aviation, moving on to motor¬ 
way planning and was present 
at the opening of the MI. The 
environmental value of motor¬ 
way verges was among the 
areas in which he specialised. 

Yet the man who signed 
“Irwin's by-laws" was not 
originally called Irwin at all. 
He was born Arthur Hugh 
Montgomery Miller in Ealing, 
west London. Hugh's father 
later changed his name to 
Irwin in order to inherit a 
large family estate on the 
shores of Lough Eme in Co 
Fermanagh. 

Irwin was educated at 
Clifton College and Clare 
College, Cambridge, where he 
read French and German- 
After graduating in the ear¬ 


ly 1930s, he entered the Home 
Affairs department of the then 
Northern Ireland Govern¬ 
ment in Stormont, working 
there until the start of the 
Second World War. 

In 1942 he transferred to the 
Admiralty. He was then post¬ 
ed to the Ministry of Crvii 
Aviation in 1947 and in 1952 
won a Nuffield travelling fel¬ 
lowship to Australia — com¬ 
piling a year-long study for 
Whitehall on air transport 
within the Australian subain- 
tinent He joined the Ministry 






of Transport on his return. 

Appointed CBE in 1968. 
Irwin retired three years later 
at the age of 60 and thereafter 
devoted much of his time to 
voluntary work — especially 
for the Samaritans in the 
Tunbridge Wells area of Kent 
A devoui Christian, he was 
also active in his local church 
and diocese. 

Hugh Irwin had no enemies 
in Whitehall. A kind, gentle 
person, with a whimsical 
sense of humour, he was 
perhaps too unassuming to 


reach the dizzier heights of his 
profession — for which some 
thought his intellect equipped 
him and which his early 
promotion to assistant secre¬ 
tary might have led him to 
anticipate. But if he was 
privately disappointed, he did 
nor show it. 

He relaxed on the river at 
Twickenham, where he then 
lived, winning an assortment 
of sailing trophies in his own 
boaL He also kept up his 
languages, not only by travel¬ 
ling on the Continent, but by 
extensive reading in French 
and German. 

He liked to practise his 
linguistic skills while in 
Whitehall, though these were 
not always appreciated. The 
Welsh-speaking junior minis¬ 
ter (and later Secretary of 
Slate for Wales), John Morris, 
for whom Irwin had written a 
speech, once asked him if he 
could cut some of the French 
and German epithets with 
which Irwin had spiced it 
“You see Mr Irwin", he point¬ 
ed out gently “my own second 
language is English". 

He married his wife Phyllis, 
the daughter of family friends 
in Dublin in J934 in a wedding 
described by their local paper 
as a “marriage between north 
and south". They marked 
their golden wedding by sail¬ 
ing to America on the QE2 and 
went on to celebrate their 
diamond wedding three years 
ago. 

Hugh Irwin had been suf¬ 
fering for the last ten years 
from Parkinson’s disease, and 
donated his body to medical 
science in the hope of encour¬ 
aging others to do the same. 
He died in a nursing home 
and is survived by his wife and 
by a son and a daughter. 
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John Ross. CBE. civil 
servant, died on March 27 
aged 88 . He was born on 
March 31.190S. 

A WHITEHALL figure of the 
old school, John Ross com¬ 
bined a career in the Home 
Office with a devotion to the 
Presbyterian Church, an ea¬ 
ger pursuit of classical studies 
and a lifelong affection for 
music It was entirely appro¬ 
priate that, towards the end of 
his career, one of his most 
prominent responsibilities 
should have been to supervise 
the arrangements every year 
for the annual Remembrance 
Sunday service held at the 
Cenotaph. The traditionalism, 
reverence and solemnity of the 
occasion accurately reflected 
his own nature. 

John Macdonald Ross was 
bom in Bothwell, Lanark¬ 
shire, but was educated at 
Highgate School. London, and 
Waidham College. Oxford, 



where he read Mods and 
Greats. He then joined the 
Home Office. 

During the Second World 
War he advised on the admin¬ 
istration of the Defence Regu¬ 
lations (including the famous 
(SB, under which people like 
the Mosleys were locked up). 
Later he served for a number 
of years in the Police Division 
and ended up heading the 


Nationality Division, retiring 
in the same year, 1968, that 
Enoch Powell delivered his 
notorious “rivers of blood" 
speech. 

He was appointed CBE in 
1967 and used his retirement 
to write an internal histoiy of 
the Home Office’s Nationality 
Division. He was a valued 
civil servant who frequently 
represented the United King¬ 
dom at international confer¬ 
ences on nationality law. 

But his official l&e revealed 
only half the man. From his 
home in Hampstead Garden 
Suburb he was a regular 
atlender at the Golders Green 
Presbyterian Church, serving 
it both as an elder and as 
session clerk. He was a fre¬ 
quent lay preacher and a 
formidable scholar and expo¬ 
nent of New Testamenr theol¬ 
ogy. an area where his 
knowledge of Ancient Greek 
stood him in good stead. He 
contributed to theological 


periodicals and served for a 
time on the Faith and Order 
Commission of the World 
Council of Churches. 

He accumulated a large 
Jibary of ecclesiastical works, 
particularly on the histoiy of 
the Church of Scotland, on 
which he drew to write his 
own Four Centuries of Scot¬ 
tish Worship 11972). He also 
contributed the introduction to 
Cicero's The Nature of the 
Gods in the Penguin Classics 
series. 

In old age Ross's loss of 
hearing led ro his gradual 
withdrawal from his many 
activities, including not only 
listening to classical music but 
playing it on his own clavi¬ 
chord and fortepiano. Yet his 
mind retained its energy and 
curiosity until the end. 

He is survived by his wife 
Helen rNella"), and by two 
sons and two daughters, two 
daughters having predeceased 
him. 


HOT CROSS BUNS 
To children the chief aspect of Good 
Friday is that it is Hot Cross Bun Day. 
Not that the eating of hot cross buns is 
confined to children. Many worthy and 
ordinarily circumspect persons of all 
ages will commit dietary indiscretions ar 
breakfast this morning which will 
render them meditative and lethargic — 
perhaps regretful — for a great part of 
the day. It is one of the prime advantages 
of a fine Good Friday that it gives 
opportunity to walk off the remorse 
engendered by the breakfast table. The 
origin of the hot cross buns we know. 
They were made of the residue of the 
dough from which the Host was taken 
and were distributed from the church as 
alms or given to people who were unable 
to attend the Sacrament. George Augus¬ 
tus Sala in one of his essays raises the 
philosophical conundrum; What hap¬ 
pens to ail rhe cold crass buns after Good 
Friday? But there is no mystery about it: 
“They'll not grow mouldy like the 
common bread” according to an old 
rhyme. 


ON THIS DAY 

April 10,1914 




A crumb of comfort for anyone who 
overstocked the larder before Easter. 


The buns, in fact, being made of the 
same material as the Host, partook of its 
divine and imperishable nature. They 
used to be hung up as charms against 
evil and kept from one Good Friday to 
another. Railway refreshment rooms 
have sometimes in foe past harboured 
an idea that all buns were hot cross buns 
and similarly enduring. Ordinarily a 
bun is an unexciting thing, simple and 
unadorned. But of late the hot cross bun 
has shown a disposition to become 
ornate, to be made of richer mixtures, 
and to decorate itself with comfits and 
preserved fruits and even whipped 


cream. But these things are plainly 
heresy. It is of its essence that the cross 
bun should be humble, unostentatious, if 
spiced, to be as fragrant as a violet. 

The Greeks, we are told, had cross 
buns — hot or other — independently of 
Ciiristianity. At all events, they had, as 
we know from sculptures, cakes marked 
with a cross, and two such cakes were 
found in Herculaneum-. 

The word is at least very old in 
English. At the end of the 15th century we 
hear of “whyte Bunnys for pore pepyll", 
which has a ring suggestive of present- 
day advertisement. Buns, then, both hot 
cross and other, have held their plaoe in 
the affection of the multitude for a 
respectable number of years, and if 
anybody finds himself in foe later hours 
of the day regretting the enthusiasm of 
the breakfast table, the hot cross bun. 
spiced to just the right degree, served 
really hoi and with a sufficiency of 
butter, is worth some regrets. One is 
tempted to wonder why we should deny 
ourselves the luxury on all the other days 
in the year. 
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Tories erode Labour poll lead 

■ Hie election came alive for the first time last night as an 
opinion poll for The Times showed that the Conservatives have 
started to make big inroads into Labour's commanding lead. 

The MORI poll, taken on Tuesday, puts the Tories on 34 per 
cent, up six points since last week, while Labour is down by a 
similar amount to 49 per cent The Lib Dems are up a point at 
12 per cent. Tony Blairs rating as the most capable Prime 
Minister has also dropped sharply - Pages L 9-14.1Z 20,21 

Middle England’s tax burden 

■ Tax changes since 1992 are costing the average household £7 

a week, an independent study by the Institute for Fiscal Studies 
concludes. Those earning between £15,000 and £20,000 a year 
and the “traditional" single-earning family have been among 
the biggest losers from the tax rises:-Page 1 


Deer hunting ban 

The National Trust is poised to 
ban deer hunting with hounds on 
its land after a two-year scientific 
study showed that the sport 
causes the animals unacceptable 
suffering-Pages L 6 

Football fans policed 

German police mounted a mas¬ 
sive security operation as thou¬ 
sands of Manchester United fans 
converged on Dortmund for their 
team's Champions League semi¬ 
final-Page 1 

US lawyers expand 

American law firms in a new 
competition drive with the big 
London law firms have taken or 
are looking for an extra 157.000 sq 
ft — three acres — of office space 
in the City_Page 2 

Tourist rape victim 

An Austrian tourist in London 
was raped repeatedly by eight 
teenage boys and then thrown 
naked into a canal, an Old Bailey 
jury was toldPage 3 

Rail suicides 

Rail workers are being taught 
how to spot potential suicides in 
an attempt to reduce die number 
of people who take their own lives 
on the railway_Page 5 

Research at risk 

Doctors fear that the arrest of a 
sculptor suspected of stealing hu¬ 
man remains may deter patients 
from donating their bodies for 
research -Page 5 


That Gazza feeling 

Footballers stuck in the gloom of 
Divison Three and the lesser 
leagues are suffering from 
"Shearerisation” and 

“Gascoigneisation", according to 
a sociologist._Page S 

Gingrich fights back 

Newt Gingrich, the battered Re¬ 
publican leader, is elbowing his 
way back to power in a final high- 
risk effort to salvage his plum¬ 
meting career on Capitol 
Hill_Page 16 

In from the cold 

France's secret police and the 
counter-espionage agency made 
an unusual public defence of 
themselves against charges that 
they are incompetent partisan 
and above the law__Page 15 

German EMU doubts 

One of Germany’s top economic 
advisers cast doubt on the Gov¬ 
ernment's ability to meet criteria 
for EMU. ahead of Franco-Ger¬ 
man talks in Bonn-Page 15 

Mobutu urged to quit 

America called on Zaire's ailing 
President Mobutu to step down 
and leave the country as fighting 
readied Kinshasa and rebels en¬ 
tered Lubumbashi-Page 16 

Hong Kong curbs 

Prodemocracy leaders in Hong 
Kong were dismayed by the gov- 
emment-m-waiting’s plans to 
rein in political parties and curb 
street protests—...™ Pages 17,20 




The sapphire, diamond and pearl tiara from a suite of jewellery which originally belonged to Queen Mane-Amelie of France 
(1782-1866) and is to be sold by Sotheby’s in Geneva for the Comte and Comtesse de Paris. The suite is estimated to fetch £626.000 


Rothschild: Three founders of J 
Rothschild Assurance will share a 
£37 million stake in a Rothschild 
company after a deal in which the 
Prudential takes effective control of 
.FRA-—---Page 25 

City risks: Trading and broking 
houses are to have tough new risk- 
ratings imposed on them by a 
front-line watchdog_Page 25 

Poor advice: The National Associ¬ 
ation of Citizens Advice Bureaux 
has been forced to wind up the 
pension scheme it offers employees 

because it lades funds-Page 25 

Markets: The FT-SE100 Index rose 
23.0 points to dose at 42923. Ster¬ 
ling’s trade-weighted index rose 
from 99.1 to 99.4 after a foil from 
$1.6236 to $1.6228 but a rise from 
DM2.7778 to DM27909 „ Page 28 


Boxing: The postponement of the 
Evander Holyfield-Mflce Tyson re¬ 
match means the meeting of Len¬ 
nox Lewis and Henry AJdnwande 
may have to be moved from Eng¬ 
land to America-Page 43 

Rugby union: Nick PoppleweU. the 
Ireland and Newcastle prop, was 
fined and warned about his future 
conduct after throwing a punch in 
the Bedford match-Page 45 

Sailing: Mike Golding and Group 
4 reached Cape Town 20 minutes 
ahead of Chris Tibbs's Concert at 
the end of the 6200-mile fourth leg 
from Sydney-Page 43 

Cricket Ireland meet Scotland in 
the ICC Trophy third-place match 
in Kuala Lumpur today to deter¬ 
mine which of them will play in the 
1999 World Cup-Page 42 


Get a haircut to get ahead 

■ Career women should get a haircut, eschew cardigans and 
above all avoid looking like a secretary because they might be 
asked to make the coffee. The British Sociological Association 
also heard that big shoulder pads and high heels were a 1980s 
cliche. Today, tailored jackets with skirt or trousers, sensible 
shoes and subtle make-up are de rigueur -Page 8 
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Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Weather-AO regions 0336 444 010 
UK Roads-A0 i*£m 0336 401 410 
lnridaK25 0336 401 744 

M25 and link Roads 0336 401 747 

Nmonal Motorways 0336 401 740 

CondMnai Europe 0336 401010 

Channel muring 0336 401 380 


Inside M25 
M25and Link Roads 
National Motorways 
Coodnwiial Europe 
ChanneJ crossing 
Honoring no Heathrow 
& Gltvodt airports 

Weather by Fax 
DU 0336 Mowed brw 
VfacGounr 416 334 
Wriei 416 33S 
Krihnchi 416 336 
EanA^a 4-16 337 
N Wen 416 318 
N East 416330 
Metfinc Marine 
tabor, Hsure forecasts 


0336 407 SOS 


a number from your bx 
Scotland 416 340 

N. Ireland 416 141 

London 416 342 

National SanOn 
WtatiMT 

pen 416 307 


World City Weather frn» ■*«-«*» 

1 S3 da itinsri oi M world wide 
6 day forecast 

by Phone dal 0316 411216 

by Rax (index pace) 0336 416333 


0336 401 805 
0336 401 806 
0116 401 B87 
0336 401 082 
0336 401 400 
0336 401 80S 



□ General: England and Wales 
will have a chilly start with a touch 
of ground frost in places and, here 
and there, some patchy mist Later 
rt will be bright and dry with long, 
hazy sunny periods. Winds will be 
Tight and it will be very warm. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland 
will generally be dry and bright 
with sunny periods after any early 
morning mist or frost has lifted. 
The north will be cloudier with light 
rain or drizzle at times. 

□ London, SE England, E An¬ 
glia, Central S England, E 
Midlands, E England, W Mid¬ 
lands, Channel Isles, SW Eng¬ 
land, S Wales, N Wales, NW 
England, Lake District, Isle of 
Mart, Central N England, NE 
England, Borders, Edinburgh & 
Dundee, SW Scotland, Glas¬ 
gow, Central Highlands, Moray 
Firth: Early mistiness and ground 
frost readily clearing . Then dry 


Pom broken Geoff Brown finds 
himself rooting for the bad guy in 
Milos Forman’s The People vs. 
Lorry Flynt, a bracing portrait of 

the pomographer-Page 33 

Half Nelson: Mandela, Jo Menell's 
biopic of the South African presi¬ 
dent was intended to be a warts- 
and-all documentary. So where are 
the warts?..Page 33 

Video releases: Kurt Russell dons 
his eyepatch once more to play the 
maverick Snake Plissken in Escape 
from LA. John Carpenter's noisy, 
violent sequel to Escape from New 
York ___Page 34 

Star quality: Si in Phillips is as 
impressive as ever in the title role of 
Pam Gems's Marlene, now trans¬ 
ferred to the West End. but the play 
itself still falls flat — - Page 35 


IN THE TIMES 

■ POP 

David Sinclair on the 
return of Basildon boys 
turned stadium 
rockers, Depeche Mode 

■ FEATURES 
Valerie Grove talks to 
the septuagenarian star 
of University 
Challenge 


with long, hazy sunny periods. 
Winds light westerly, very warm. 
Max 19C (661=). 

□ Aberdeen: Early mist and 
ground frost then dry, sunny 
periods. Cloudier later, outbreaks 
of rain towards nightfall. Winds 
moderate westerly. Mild. Max 15C 
(59F). 

□ NE Scotland, NW Scotland, 
Orkney, Shetland: Rather cloudy 
but with bright intervals to east of 
high ground. A little rain or drizzle 
at times. Winds moderate or fresh 
westerly. Mild. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Argyll, N Ireland: Bright, 
sunny periods after earty mist and 
ground frost. Some coastal drizzle 
later. Winds fight or moderate 
westerly. Warm. Max 14C (57F). 

□ Outlook for Friday and Sat¬ 
urday: Most areas dry but with 
more doud in some eastern areas. 
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Own goal: Football has changed 
from tribal bonding on the terraces 
to just another million-pound “lei¬ 
sure" industry ..Page 19 


Just call: Dr Thomas Stuttaford on 
support for cancer patients; treat¬ 
ment for loose teeth that acts like 
garden rooting powder; side-effects 
of an epilepsy drug— Page 18 


Fresh start Bosnia-Herzegovina 
this weekend will take its most 
public step to emerge from years of 
war when the Pope pays his first 
official visit to the battered capital, 
Sarajevo_Page 39 

1^ 


Delightful course: Derwent May 
on a book more interesting than it 
sounds — How Proust Can Change 
Your Life ; Roger Scniton finds a 
theory of everything may be a 
theory of nothing; Peter Ackroyd on 
the wild life of Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald_Pages 36,37 


It is for too early to call this a do- 
nothing Congress, but it has cer¬ 
tainly been a done-nothing one so 
for — The Washington Post 


6.22, 35. 49,45.42. Bonus: 16. The 
estimated jackpot was £3.600,000. 


Preview: Will election history re¬ 
peat itself? 1964 and All That 
(Channel 4, 9pm). Review: Peter 
Barnard on men who fell 
apart-—- 


Endangered species 

Over the remaining weeks THe 
Times will seek to identify individ¬ 
ual candidates who can make an 
unusual contribution to the next 
House of Commons-Page 21 

Outrage in Brazil 

The greatest challenge will be the 
promulgation of affordable social 
legislation, establishing a friu&e-* 
work where abuses will be' for less 
frequent-- -..Page 21 

Memento mori 

Those who set out detiberafidy to”’ 
offend against mankind's deepest 
taboos are tapping at the door of 
decadence-Page 21 


GEORGE CAREY 

Trust has become a significant elec¬ 
toral word. Behind it stands a .vo¬ 
cabulary of moral terms that enrich 
the notion of trust: honesty, good¬ 
ness, reliability,, faithfulness .aqd 
honour. This is a vocabulary to be 
daimed not only by politicians but 

by all of us-Page 20 

WILLIAM REES-MOGG - 
My hope is that the influence of 
Hong Kong will tip the balance in 
favour of genuine political modern¬ 
isation. It already has its network 
of relationships with the coming 
generation in China, and could be 
the model for the next stage of 
Chinese development Page 20 

PETER RIDDELL 

Today’s MORI poll shifts suggest 
that some of the Tory propaganda 
on the economy may have started 
to have an impact-Page 12 


JOHN BRYANT 

The week before a marathon is 
always tough. Perhaps the best 
thing you can do is put your feet up 
and read a good long book about 
sport...-—Page 42 


Thomas Atkinson, GO Dame 
Guinevere Tilney, personal advis¬ 
er to Margaret Thatcher; Hugh 
Irwin. Ministry of Transport; John 
Ross, dvil servant-„ Page 23 




The television debate; Martin Beil'S 
candidate re-Page 21 
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* JRA founders 
in line for 

£37m bonus 

By Marianne Curphey, insurance correspondent 


TONY LARKIN 


.. THE founders of J Roth- 
H schild Assurance; the life 
office set up by Lord Roth¬ 
schild and Sir Mark Wein¬ 
berg, stand to earn up to E12 
million each after Prudential 
yesterday raised its stake in 
the company by an extra £40 
million. 

The move by Prudential, the 
UK's largest insurer, effect¬ 
ively gives it control over JRA 
just weeks after successfully 
bidding for Scottish Amicable. 

Sir Mark set up JRA in 1991 
with backing from Lord Roth¬ 
schild. He left Allied Dunbar, 
which he founded in 1971. 
when it was taken over by 
^ BAT Industries in I9S9, and 
J' established JRA with co- 
founders Mike Wilson and 
Keith Carfoy. both from Allied 
Dunbar. JRA quickly grew 
and the move is in effect a - 
reverse takeover of its parent 

Sir Mark, Mr Wilson and 
Mr Carby will each make up 
to £2.4 million immediately 
from the deal when they sell 
up to 20 per cent in the 
restructured company to Pru¬ 
dential. Under the terms of the 
deal Prudential has tabled a 
£39.6 million plan to increase 
its stake in St James’s Place 
Capital (SJPC), the life assur¬ 
ance and fund firm that owns 
40 per cent of JRA. At the same 
time SJPC announced a E18S 
million deal to increase its 
stake in JRA to 100 per cent. 

After the restructuring. Sir 
Mark and Mr Wilson's total 
stake will be worth £12 mil¬ 
lion, and Mr Carby's E10 
• million. Lord Rothschild yes¬ 
terday sold three million SJPC 
shares but will continue to 
hold a £15 million slake in the 
new company, representing 3 


per cent of its share capital. He 
will stand down from the 
board because of other com¬ 
mitments but will become 
president of SJPC. The re¬ 
structured company is likely 
to have a market capital¬ 
isation of around £530 million. 

If the deal is approved the 
three founders of JRA will 
become executive directors of 
SJPC and will hold a 7 per cent 
share worth £37 million, or up 
to £12 million each. All three 
will sit on the SJPC board, 
with Sir Mark as chairman 
and Mr Wilson and Mr Carby 
taking executive roles. They 
have agreed to sell to Pruden¬ 
tial 20 per cent of the SJPC 
shares they will receive in 
exchange for their holdings in 
JRA. They will immediately 
make up to £2.4 million each 
in cash but have promised to 
keep SO per cent of their stake 
for the first year. 

The restructuring proposals 
announced yesterday carry a 
clause that gives the Roth¬ 
schild family power to remove 
the words “J Rothschild” from 








Weinberg; ‘reverse takeover* 
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Manufacturing 
recovery fragile 


By Alasdair Murray 


BRITAIN is on the verge of be¬ 
coming a “two-speed” econo¬ 
my. analysts claimed yester¬ 
day. as new data showed that 
the recovery in the manufac¬ 
turing sector remains fragile. 

Manufacturing output rose 
by 0-2 per cent in February. 
^according to figures compiled 
"by the Office for National 
Statistics. The annual rate 
stood at 1.8 per cent, compared 
with an upward revised rate in 
January of l J! per cenL 
However, the booming ser¬ 
vice sector rose by 4.75 per cent 

in the last quarter of 1996 and 
economists gave warning that 
the forecast interest rate rises 
are likely to depress manufac¬ 
turing further. 

Interest rates are forecast to 
rise by as much as half a per¬ 
centage point next month, 
prompting a further rise in 
sterling. Export demand has 
» picked up in recent months, 
but manufacturers are start- 
- ing to suffer from the surge in 
fP sterling, with the full impact 
predicted for later this year. 
The pound yesterday contui- 
m ued its rise against the mark, 
closing up more than a pfen¬ 
nig, at DM2.7909. Sterling has 
been buoyed by the dollar’s re¬ 
cent strength and expectation 


of interest rate rises. It closed 
down fractionally at $1.6228. 
bur rose 03 points to 99.4 on 
its trade-weighted index. 

Adam Cole, UK economist 
with HSBC James Capel. be¬ 
lieves that economic policy 
could be going badly astray, 
with either of the two main 
political parties likely to raise 
rates after the election rather 
than tighten up on spending 
and taxes, which would not 
harm manufacturing. 

Jonathan Loynes. UK econ¬ 
omist with HSBC said that it 
is only the strength of domes¬ 
tic demand that has helped, so 
far, to counteract sterling's 
rise. Output of durable goods 
jumped by 2.7 per cent in die 
three months to February, 
compared with 1.9 per cent in 
the three months to Janaury. 

Overall industrial output fell 
by 0.6 per cent, with the annual 
rate of increase falling from 23 
per cent to 13. Analysts 
blamed mild weather, which 
cut dan and for energy. 

□ Housing starts fell l per cent 
in the three months to Febru¬ 
ary. against the previous three, 
the Department of the Environ¬ 
ment said._ 

Pennington, page 27 


JRA’s name if they feel it is 
necessary to protect “the integ¬ 
rity of the J Rothschild name". 

In 1994 Lautro. the former 
watchdog, publicly repri¬ 
manded JRA and fined it 
£100.000 with £40.000 costs 
for breaking its rules. The 
misconduct occurred in 1992. 
JRA’s first year of operation. 
Lautro said JRA had failed to 
monitor its sales force proper¬ 
ly and had not kept adequate 
records on advice to clients. 

Under the terras of its 
proposal. Prudential will in¬ 
crease its holding to 29.9 per 
cent, just below the total at 
which takeover rules dictate 
that it must make a bid. The 
deal depends on the successful 
completion of Prudential’s bid 
for Scottish Amicable, as the 
mutual’s 19.6 per cent stake in 
JRA plays a major parr in 
Prudential’s plans. As part of ! 
yesterday’s agreement. Pru¬ 
dential and Scottish Amicable 
have promised not to launch a 
takeover bid for SJPC for at 
least a year. The JRA brand 
name will stay. 

Prudential will tender 130p 
each for 303 million shares, 
representing a 7.7 per cent 
interest, to top up the Scottish 
Amicable JRA holding and its 
own 3.7 per cent stake. 

Sir Peter Davis, group chief 
executive of Prudential, has 
said that he believes in the 
longer term it is in the interest 
of SJPC to remain indepen¬ 
dently managed and have a 
separate stock market listing. 

Both deals are stiU subject to 
shareholder approval, but 
could be competed by June. 

Tempus, page 28 
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EDS ahead 
on official 
IT contracts 

By Jason Nissfe 


ELECTRONIC Data Sys¬ 
tems; the American tech¬ 
nology group, has won 
more than half of all the 
government information 
technology contracts out¬ 
sourced as part of the 
Private Finance Initiative, 
the Treasuiy has admitted. 

The previously unpub¬ 
lished figures emerge in a 
document produced by the 
commercial department of 
the US Embassy in 
London and obtained by 
Computer Weekly, the trade 
magazine. 

In the report the embassy 
says: “They [the Treasury) 
comment that the UK sub¬ 
sidiary of one US firm has 
over 50 per cent of the $600 
million government market 
for IT services.’’ The firm is 
EDS, whose contracts in¬ 
clude work for the Inland 
Revenue and Department of 
Serial Security. 

When the Treasury was 
asked to give information to 
the House of Commons 
Public Accounts Committee 
about the extent of work by 
EDS for the Government 
last year, it said that rt could 
not provide any more than 
“fragmentary information”. 



Bob Jones, forefront, with Richard Connell, left, and Chris Ward in a Warrior armoured personnel carrier yesterday 

Warrior targets Armed Forces 


By Jon Ashworth 

IT TO ten million former 
servicemen and women are to 
be offered credit cards, insur¬ 
ance schemes and personal 
loans under a £104 million 
deal with Naafi. the long-time 
purveyor of tea and cakes to 
the Armed Forces. 

Warrior Group, a joint ven¬ 
ture between Naafi and HSBC 
Private Equity, has won the 
contract to provide financial 
services to past and present 


members of the Armed Forces. 
Naafi lost a £400 million food 
supply contract to Booker in 
January and is furiously 
streamlining operations. Spar 
has effectively taken over the 
running of Naafi shops and 
Lanica Trust is backing a new 
mail order venture. 

Bob Jones becomes chief 
executive of Warrior, which 
takes in Naafi* existing finan¬ 
cial services division. He took 
the helm of a Warrior 
armoured personnel carrier 


yesterday assisted by Richard 
Connell, a director of HSBC 
Private Equity, and Chris 
Ward of Deloitte & Touche 
Corporate Finance, which ad¬ 
vised on the deal. Ian Lindsay, 
former banking director at 
Save & Prosper, becomes non¬ 
executive chairman. 

About 80,000 of Britain’s 
300.000 serving members of 
the forces hold Naafi credit 
cards and other financial 
products. Mr Jones said: “Mil¬ 
itary customers are relatively 


SFA plans tighter 
risk-rating system 

By Robert Miller, banking correspondent 


young, highly mobile and 
have very different financial 
needs to the man in the street" 
The aim is to widen the net to 
include millions of former 
Armed Forces members. 

Geoffrey Dart Naafi’s chief 
executive, said that the money 
raised from the transaction 
would help Naafi with its 
restructuring, and allow ft to 
modernise its pubs, dubs and 
leisure centres. 

Naafi has a 32 per cent stake 
in Warrior. 
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CITY trading and broking 
houses are to have tough new 
risk ratings imposed on them 
by a frontline watchdog. 

Next week the Securities 
and Futures Authority (SFA), 
the regulator for brokers and 
futures dealers, will unveil 
plans to introduce the risk¬ 
rating system. This could fun¬ 
damentally alter the way City 
firms deal with each other, 
particularly in the volatile 
futures and options markets. 

Incidents such as the £830 
million collapse of Barings and 
NatWest Markets' £90 million 
black hole that remained un¬ 
detected for about two years, 
have prompted City watch¬ 
dogs, including the Bank of 
England, to impose more pre¬ 
cise risk-rating programmes. 

Members of the SFA will be 
told their individual ratings 
this summer. They will be 
based on scores of one for the 
least risky through to five. 
The risk ratings will deter¬ 
mine the level of attention and 
inspection visits made by the 
watchdog and the amount of 
spare capita] they will have to 
post to cover their business 
exposure in the markets. In 
future SFA firms may decide 
whether to do business togeth¬ 


er on the basis of the risk 
ratings that they carry. 

The SFA headed by Nick 
Dur/acher, says: “An impor¬ 
tant surveillance principle has 
ahvays been that firms which 
are poorly run or that ‘bother’ 
us for some reason always 
receive the greatest surveil¬ 
lance oversight" In the forth¬ 
coming issue of its Briefing 
magazine the watchdog will 
set out the general criteria by 
which firms will be judged 
and subsequently awarded 
risk ratings. 

The yardsticks by which 
SFA members will be judged 
include the financial stability 
of the company, the quality 
and strength of its manage¬ 
ment and internal control 
systems, and the type of busi¬ 
ness it does. These and other 
factors will be fed into an SFA 
mechanism to produce indi¬ 
vidual risk ratings. 

In moving from a pilot 
project to the final risk-rating 
plan the SFA says: "Suitability 
of internal controls and the 
experience and competence of 
a firm’s staff and management 
are now given a heavier 
weighting." _ 

Tempos, page 28 
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Parsons sold 

Siemens, the German 
electronics group, has 
acquired Parsons Power 
Generation from Rolls-Royce 
for £30 million. The deal 
will save 880jobs in 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Page 26. Pennington 27 

Biggest deal 

Procter & Gamble, the 
hygiene and household 
goods group, is making its 
largest purchase, having 
agreed to buy Tambrands 
for $13 billion. 

Page 30 


There are many Banks, Building 

Societies, and Insurance Save pounds on — 

Companies offering to arrange > jjfe assurance < 

for you their own company s 

policies. “S Premiums! 

At Direct Life & Pension 
Services we are Independent 

Financial Advisers. We don’t supply just one company’s policies but 
are able to provide a range of policies from many different companies. 

This in turn means that the illustrations we obtain are 

e available, every time we auote. 




Consider the illustrations below Tor monthly premiums, on a 20 year, £100,000 level terra assurance. 
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Barclays Life 35.40 

Commercial Union 36.00 

Nationwide Life 37.81 

Friends Provident 41.58 

Black Horse Life 46.38 

Scottish Amicable 48.00 

Scottish Life _ 58.51 

We can arrange this for 25.02 
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Commercial Union 75.00 

Nationwide Life 83.50 

Barclays Life 86.00 

Friends Provident 88.99 

Black Horse Life 101.68 

Scottish Amicable 108.00 

Scottish Life _ 137.40 

We can arrange this for 5330 
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1 Advice bureaux pension scheme fails 


So if you are considering taking out a life assurance, decreasing 
term (mortgage protection) or critical illness plan and would like 
‘ independent Financial Advice’ phone us at local rates on 


By Caroline merrell 

■ THE National Association of Citizens 
fc Advice Bureaux (Nacab) has been 
w forced to wind up the pension scheme 
that it offers employees because^ 
scheme does not have enough funds. 

The collapse of the scheme will be an 
embarrassment to Nacab, 
employs staff specifically to advise the 
public about financial matters. Nacab 
is taking legal action against Bruce « 
^rtners^an independent financial 


adviser that administered the scheme, 
seeking compensation for tosses that 
could run into thousands of pounds. 

The pension scheme, set up mote 
than ten years ago, offered employees 
guaranteed benefits linked to their 
final salary. It now appears that the 
scheme does not have enough hinds to 
meet these guarantees. 

David Evans. Nacab director of 
personnel, said: “Having realised the 
scheme was not viable, Nacab has 
mou Ad a rescue package. We greatly 


regret the anxiety caused to members 
by the failure of the scheme. Arrange¬ 
ments are being made for the transfer 
of funds to approximately 130 mem¬ 
bers of the scheme, and everything 
possible has been done to wind up the 
scheme in an orderly fashion." 

A High Court action against the 
independent financial adviser, is ex¬ 
pected be heard later this year. 

The pension was managed by Crown 
Financial Management, which was 
tal^n over by another mmpany. Centu¬ 


ry Life, late in 1992. Many of the 
company pension schemes offered by 
Crown are now being wound up. They 
were sold by finanriai advisers to small 
companies in the late 1980s, They had 
high charges and paid high rales of 
commission to advisers. According to 
the Pensions Ombudsman, about 
5.000 former Crown schemes, with 
total membership of80.000 people, are 
being wound up by Century. 

Bruce & Partners, based in Chelten¬ 
ham, wjs unavailable for comment. 


direct 


Direct Lite & Pension Services Ltd. 
Direct Lite A Pension Services United is an Appointed 
Representative of Ward Mortgages Limited who are 
Independent Financial Advisers regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority for investment business. 
Registered hi England no 2813275 
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TransCo 

inquiry 

extended 

byMMC 

By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission in¬ 
quiry into price curbs 
planned forTransCa BG’s 
gas pipeline network, has 
been extended until the 
oid of next month. The 
outcome of the inquiry will 
not now be known until 
after the general election. 

Until Tuesday night the 
investigatioa which will 
determine whether house¬ 
hold get a £28 cut in bills 
and BG loses about £650 
million in sales next year, 
had been scheduled for 
completion next Monday. 
But the MMC asked for 
more time amid specula¬ 
tion that the new informa¬ 
tion involved revised 
estimates by TransCo of its 
operating costs. Signifi¬ 
cant new information is 
also thought to have come 
from Ofgas. Estimates by 
TransCo of its running 
costs would be of critical 
importance to the inquiry. 

An MMC spokesman 
said delays to reports were 
only asked for “when it 
was absolutely impera¬ 
tive". The extension fol¬ 
lows an Uth-hour meeting 
between the MMC and 
Clare Spottiswoode. the 
gas regulator. 

The MMC report will go 
to the President of the 
Board of Trade for consid¬ 
eration before publication. 
Us findings will inevitably 
cause controversy. If the 
MMC supports TransCo's 
appeals against price 
curbs it will trigger com¬ 
plaints from the gas indus¬ 
try. not least the indepen¬ 
dent gas suppliers. 

A favourable report for 
Ofgas would have BG 
warning of job cuts and 
shareholder losses. TTie 
MMC denied that the 
political dim ate had influ¬ 
enced its timetable. 

A spokeswoman for BG 
denied the company had 
made avail able fresh infor¬ 
mation and said BG had 
responded to requests 
within the timescale. 
Ofgas said it had given ' 
extra information at the 
request of the MMC 

Pennington, page 27 


Channel 5 seals £86m Hollywood film deal 


CAPITAL PICTURES 



Mel Gibson's Ransom is one of the films included in Channel 5*s deal with Warner Brothers which ITV has criticised 


Siemens buys ailing R-R 
power generation plant 


By Oliver August 


SIEMENS, the German elec- 
tnmirs group, has acquired 
Parsons Power Generation 
from Rolls-Royce for £30 mil¬ 
lion. The long-awaited deal, 
which excludes the power 
station construction business, 
will save 880jobs in Newcastle 
upon Tyne but a further 400 
jobs could be lost when exist¬ 
ing cont ra cts end next year. 

Siemens will integrate the 
turbine and rotor divisens into 
its worldwide operations. Its 
stake in Parsons amounts to 
turnover of £60 million, out of 
a total of £150 million, and two 
thirds of the North Tyneside 
site. Jurgen Gehrels. chief 


executive of Siemens UK, said: 
"We didn't take over 1580 
people to make them redun¬ 
dant. But there is no guaran¬ 
tee. The only guarantee we 
will give is that productivity 
will improve, and Parsons has 
a long way to go." 

Earlier this year Herr 
Gehrels suggested that Sie¬ 
mens would never invest in 
Newcastle if Britain rejects a 
single currency and the Euro¬ 
pean Union. Yesterday he 
said: “No British Government 
would be so foolish to do that. 
Not just Newcastle, all our 
activities here in the UK 
would be in jeopardy. The 


current debate about the sin¬ 
gle currency is creating a lot of 
uncertainty and makes inves¬ 
tors very nervous." 

Rolls-Royce has been trying 
to sell the loss-making Par¬ 
sons for months. Herr Gehrels 
said Rolls-Royce's problems 
resulted from not being a 
global player in the power 
sector. Siemens will bring new 
work and transfer technol¬ 
ogies to Newcastle from its 
plan tin M uhlheim, Germany. 

Siemens also bought the 
rights to the Parsons name. 
Herr Gehrels said: “I hope tire 
name will not disappear. We 
will useit in some way. though 


not to make power stations." 

Under Siemens, Parsons 
will be run. by Horst 
Munstermann, who will be 
assisted by Bob Hepburn. 
Herr Munstermann said that 
he wanted to improve produc¬ 
tivity by introducing new 
management techniques. 

Siemens will also assist the 
remaining 400 Rolls-Royce 
workers to complete existing 
power station contracts on a 
sub-contractor basis. The Par¬ 
sons plant is only five miles 
from Siemens new EM billion 
semiconductor plant 
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THE movie war between the 
main TV channels intensified 
yesterday when Channel 5 
signed an estimated £86 mil¬ 
lion deal with Warner Broth¬ 
ers and ITV sealed an agree¬ 
ment with Universal worth a 
reported £43 million (Alexan¬ 
dra Frean writes). 

The Channel 5 deal covers 
all Warner feature films re¬ 
leased this year and next inc¬ 
luding the new Batman film. 
Mel Gibson’s Ransom, and 
Contact, starring Jodie Fost¬ 
er. It also covers 190 titles 
from Warner's library. 

Dawn Airey. director of 
programmes at Channel 5, 
said the money for the film 
deal was in addition to the 
station's £110 million annual 
programme budget "This 
deal will give 5 many of the 
upcoming box office hits 
opening in the next two years, 
demonstrating the channel’s 
commitment to bringing 
viewers Hollywood’s best” 

The size of the deal sur¬ 
prised many in the industry 
and followed a fierce bidding 
war between Channel 5 and 
ITV. It led yesterday to accu¬ 
sations from ITV insiders that 
Channel 5 had conducted a 
"phoney bidding war”, result¬ 
ing in a "ridiculous escalation 
of prices That would benefit 
nobody but Hollywood". 

(TV's deal with Universal 
covers theatrical releases 
from 1996 and 1997, and 
includes die films Twister, 
The Nutty Professor. Dante's 
Peak and the latest Jim 
Carrey movie Liar, Liar. 

Marcus Plan tin, director of 
the ITV Network Centre, said: 
"Competition is intense for 
top quality series. Securing 
the Universal deal tops up our 
war chest up to the year2000.” 

United News & Media, a 
shareholder in Channel 5 and 
owner of the (TV franchises 
for Meridian and Anglia, was 
in the unusual position of 
having a foot in both camps. 


Conrail battle settled 

From Richard Thomson in new york 


THE long-running US rail¬ 
way bid battle over Conrail 
has ended with a multibillion- 
dollar carve-up of the com¬ 
pany between the two bidders 
that radically restructures the 
East Coast railway system. 

Norfolk Southern, whose 
bid had been rejected by 
Conrail, will end up with most 
of the company by paying $5.9 
billion for a 58 per cent share. 
CSX, tire other bidder whose 


offer for Conrail had been 
agreed by the company, will 
pay $43 billion for 42 per cent 

The two bidders are form¬ 
ing a jointly owned entity to 
buy all the outstanding Con¬ 
rail shares for $115 each in 
cash, giving a total of $103 
billion. 

The agreement divides up 
Conran's main routes al¬ 
though some lines will be 
operated jointly. 


Windfall tax could hit customers 


By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


LABOUR'S plans for a wind¬ 
fall tax on the privatised 
utilities could mean higher 
prices for customers and 
throw a cloud over employ¬ 
ment prospects in the com¬ 
panies. Criticism from the 
Institute of Fiscal Studies 
fuels fears over the implica¬ 
tions of the tax already raised 
by the electricity regulator 
and political opponents. 


The IFS, looking at how the 
tax might be applied, said the 
tax illustrated a “troubling" 
trend by politicians to craft 
taxes to suit political objec¬ 
tives. _ 

Lucy Chenneils, senior re¬ 
search economist at the IFS. 
said although the windfall tax 
— which is expected to raise 
upwards of £3 billion to fond 
youth employment — would 


be imposed on companies, 
"people pay the tax in the 
end”. 

The IFS also said that the 
tax was inequitable because it 
would hit present sharehold¬ 
ers of utilities who are not 
necessarily . those investors 
which enjoyed benefits from 
the companies. 

Ground rules, page 29 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS’ 
FUND AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE SOCIETY 

NOTICE OF 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that the 183rd Annual General Meeting of the members of the Society 
will be held within the Sidlaw Auditorium, Edinburgh International Conference Centre, The 
Exchange, Edinburgh EH3 8EE on Tuesday 6 May 1997 at 11.30am for the following purposes: 

• To consider the Accounts and Balance Sheets for the year ended 31 December 1996 and the 
Reports of the Directors and Auditors. 

• To elect or re-elect Directors. 

• To fix the remuneration of Directors. 

• To re-appoint Price Waterhouse as Auditors. 

• To authorise the Directors to fix the remuneration of the Auditors for the current year. 

• To transact any other ordinary business proper to an Annual General Meeting. 

A member is entitled to appoint a proxy to attend and vote instead of him. A proxy need not 
also be a member of the Society. To be effective, proxies {and the power of attomev or other 
authority, if any, under which it is signed, or a notariall v certified copy of that power of author¬ 
ity) must reach the Society’s principal office not less than two clear working days before the 
time for holding the Meeting. Members or proxies who intend to be present at the meeting 
should bring with them details of their policy numbers or in rhe case of proxies the polio’ num¬ 
bers in respect of which the)- have been appointed proxy, and in ail cases some means of 
identification. Registration will commence at 11.00am. 


T B Houston SSC 

Group Legal Adviser and Secretary 
15 Dalkeith Road, Edinburgh EH 16 5BU 


3 April 1997 



Oftel moves nearer to 
a free phone market 

By Eric Reguly 


OFTEL, the leJecommunica- 
tions regulator, yesterday 
moved doser towards the 
creation of a free phone mar¬ 
ket with proposals to make 
number portability, which al¬ 
lows customers to keep their 
phone number when they 
change operators, mandatory 
across the indusny. 

The lack of portability was 
considered a major barrier to 
unfettered competition in the 
residential and business 
phone markets. 

Oftel wants to make num¬ 
ber portability a licence obli¬ 
gation for all operators. 
Currently, only British 
Telecom is required to provide 
portability. The cable com¬ 


panies welcomed the an¬ 
nouncement. They have been 
the prime beneficiaries of BTs 
portability obligation and ex¬ 
pect to gain more customers as 
the system becomes universal. 

The cable companies had 
2.3 million telephony custom¬ 
ers at the start of the year and 
are gaining more than 70.000 
new customers each month, 
mostly from BT. 

Don Cruickshank. Director- 
General of Telecommunica¬ 
tions, said: "Number porta¬ 
bility eliminates the hassle of 
changing your phone number 
when changing operator. This 
enables consumers to take 
advantage of the increasing 
competition in the market.” 



Election ‘slowing 
home loan advances’ 

RESEARCH published today by one of die leading mortgi 
lenders claims that home loan advances are being held up _ 
the election campaign. The mortgage arm of Bard ays says 
that “since the announcement of Che date for the garera] 
election, people’s optimism about house prices and home- 
moving, which has been growing steadily over foe past 12 
months, has begun to slow down". The latest Barclays 
Mortgage Index shows that foe value of gross mortgage 
advances in March was 15 per cent compared with foe same 
period last year. Monthly home loan adances last month 
were 24 per cent up on February. 

Jim Chadwick, a director of Barclays Mortgages; says 
"The dip in consumer confidence... is likely to be reflected in 
mortgage advances later in the year. It is unfortunate that 
people are holding back at an ideal time to buy a home." ; 

Rolls-Royce sales ahead 

SALES of Rolls-Royce cars motored ahead in the first 
quarter, according to Vickers, the luxury car manufacturer's 
owner. Worldwide sales rose 13 per cent to 446 cars, 
compared with 396 for January to March 1996. UK sales rase 
to 236 from 158 for the same period in 1996. However, sales on 
the Continent and in the Middle East fell sharply. In. 
America, sales rose a modest 2 pier cent to 92 cars. Overall 
sales are on course to top last year's total of 1,744. 

Antonov suspended 

SHARES in Antonov, foe engineering design company, were 
suspended yesterday amid speculation that it has found the 
first major customer for its revolutionary automatic gearbox. 
The shares, which rose 14 per cent to 103*2 p on Tuesday, were 
suspended at U6 1 * p. Antonov has yet to see a profit Its AIM- 
listed shares fell from 151p to 4Sp last year after its failure to 
win any sale for its gearbox, claimed to be more efficient and 
cheaper to make than others. An announcement is due today. 

Ascot on dividend list 

ASCOT HOLDINGS, the property group turned conglonier : 
ate, is paying its first dividend since November I99L 
Shareholders' will receive 3.9p per share on June 23. The 
company made a pre-tax profit £5.9 million in the year to 
December 31. In the previous year, which is not direedy 
comparable because of the acquisition of Suter and because 
the year end had been changed, the profit was £193 million. 
Fully diluted earnings per share were lOJjp (593p). 

Dowding’s dull start 

DOWDING & MILLS, the electrical and mechanical repair 
company, said that it has had a slow start to foe year, but that, 
it should still be able to lift profits by the year end. The 
company, which has increased its profits fay 30 percent far the 
past four years, said that it cannot guarantee maintaining this 
growth rate. Pre-tax profits rose 27 per cent to £7.12 million, in 
the last six months of 1996. Earnings per share were 284p 
(2L2p). An interim dividend of l.l3p is due on May 8. 

Shield switches to UBS 

SHIELD DIAGNOSTICS, the highflying company with a 
promising heart disease test has appoinceolFBS as its brokers 
and financial advisers in place of Greig Middlefori Two weeks 
ago Gordon Hall, Shield’s chief executive, said the company 
was “working quite happily with Greig Middleton". Yesterday 
he said Shield is moving to take advantage of UBS’s larger 
operation. Shield's shares, down 7*2p to bbZbip yesterday, have 
more than quadrupled this year. 

TV group name change 

SCOTTISH TELEVISION, foe ITV company, is to change its 
name to Scottish Media Group to reflect its broader activities 
in the media sector. Scottish Television began to diversity late 
last year with the £120 million purchase of Caledonian 
Publishing, of Glasgow, owner of The Herald and Evening 
Times. It said the name change is subject to shareholder 
approval. Caledonian is making strong contributions to 
profit and the City expects newspaper interests to expand. 
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New chiefs 
at troubled 
Costain 

By Oliver August 

COSTAIN, the troubled con¬ 
struction company, yesterday 
welcomed a new chairman 
and a new chief executive. 

John Armitt took over as 
chief executive after the resig¬ 
nation of Alan LoveU on 
Wednesday in the wake of the 
group’s difficult financial 
position. 

The present chairman. 
Azman Firdaus Shaffi, also 
resigned to head Mega Corp. 
which bought Costain’s 30 per 
cent stake in the SpiraJfieids 
development in the Ciiy. 

Dr Azman. who is leaving 
the board of Intria, Costain’s 
main shareholder, will be 
replaced by Dato’ Jaafar bin 
Data’ Abdul Hamid. Intria’s 
chairman. 

A Costain spokesman de¬ 
nied that Dr Azman had 
resigned over the group’s fi¬ 
nancial position or the on¬ 
slaught from environmental 
protesters that board mem¬ 
bers have had to face. Dr 
Azman was shouted down and 
forced out of a meeting hall by 
Newbury bypass protesters 
last year. 

Dr Azman left intria after a 
restructuring of the group. 
Intria rescued Costain last 
year with a £78 million cash 
injection. 
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□ Deferral of MMC pipeline ruling looks advisable □ Ken and Eddie go through the motions □ Great name sold for a song 


□ MANY have cried to second- 
guess die Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission and place betk 
outcome of its various 
deWierattons before they are 
revealed to the world Those 
investors who have been buvine 
BG. one half ,£"31 
Gas ^, arE *he latest in a 
long line. The success rate of 
has tended to be 
6%-fifty. which suggests 
mey would have done as weft on 
the roulette wheel. 

The MMC is a hermetically 
sealed institution. The panel 
takes evidence from anyone af- 
fected — in BO'S case, in the 
tnquuy into charges allowed by 
its TransCo pipeline subsidiary, 
the company, from the 
Office of Gas Regulation (Ofgas), 
from various consumer groups 
pushing for lower prices and 
from independent gas suppliers. 

With each witness the inquiry 
tends to take a devil’s advocate 
position, requiring them to de¬ 
fend their respective positions. 
T7ys may be taken by those 
involved as opposition to that 
position. The rash of stories that 
the MMC was inclined to 
weaken the tough proposals put 
forward by Clare Sportiswoode 
of Ofgas may have come from 
just such an assumption by one 
of the gas independents. 


Gas-fired guessing game 


The rumours have pushed the 
BG share price up by 2Dp or so 
since the end of last month. Then 
Ms Spotriswoode was called into 
the MMC on Tuesday, an un¬ 
usual step just days before its 
report was due. Surety she was 
being warned that she was about 
to be undermined, by the only 
court of appeal available to 
regulated companies, the MMC? 

Beautifully logical, and wrong, 
wrong, wrong. The MMC was 
telling her that its inquiry would 
be extended until after the elec¬ 
tion. This means, at least if one 
believes the opinion polls, that 
the final arbiter of its decision 
will not be Ian Lang, the current 
President of the Board of Trade. 

On this basis a deferral of the 
ruling looks sensible, not least 
because of Mr Lang’s refusal to 
decide an pretty well anything 
ahead of the election. The im¬ 
plications for BG and its share 
price are—well, your guess is as 
good as the next speculator's. 
The ruling is not going to be 
worse than Ms Spottiswoode's 
proposals — but h might be no 


better. These. BG assures us, 
would be a disaster. The market 
is assuming they would lead to a 
cut in the dividend to former 
British Gas shareholders from 
14.5p last year to about Sp. all 
from BG as the other successor 
company. Centrica, is in no 
position to pay dividends. 

On that basis. BG's current 
share price is hard to defend. If 
the dividend has to come down 
any more — and on some 
calculations of what would be left 
of TransCo earnings it may have 
to be halved again — the price is 
way ahead of events. 

We simply do not know. 
Anyone who tells you otherwise 
may have their own reasons for 
talking up the BG share price. 

When growth 
is booming 

□ WHEN is a boom not a boom, 
but steady, sustainable economic 
growth? The answer is three 
weeks before the election — 
unless you happen to be a slogan 


Pennington 


.. ' ,, »] 

4 



writer for the Conservatives. 
Such a novel mteroretetion of 
economics is unlikely to feature 
at today's little chat between 
Kenneth Clarke and Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank of 
England, but his is only because 
bom know their parts in the 
dialogue too well to need any 
more prompting. 

Mr George will opine that 
base rates should be at anything 
up fo 7 per cent He will know he 
is wasting his breath, but it win 
be useful practice for the May 
meeting with whoever is Chan¬ 
cellor then. Mr Clarke may dte 
yesterday’s industrial production 
data, saying industry is too 


fragile to support a rise in bare 
rates. This is not that unreason¬ 
able. Industrial production was 
depressed by one-off fells in 
energy output, and this will 
reverse in due coarse. 

But manufacturing output was 
only growing at 1.8 percent year- 
on-year, a long way from exces¬ 
sive. Strong sterling will 
continue to hit companies that 
have only just brought stocks 
into line with lower continental 
demand. A high pound for too 
long, and more of UK manufac¬ 
turing may be at risk as com¬ 
panies decade it is an economic 
feet of life and decade to buQd it 
into their investment plans. 

Yesterday’s figures and last 
week's data cm the service sector, 
now growing at 4 per cent or so, 
show that the ..two-speed econ¬ 
omy is well established. You 
cannot slow down one part 
without endangering the other, 
an argument turned on its head 
by Mr George last week when he 
suggested that protection for 
manufacturing was no excuse for 
stoking up inflation. Such 


chicken-and-egg arguments will 
feature high on the agenda of 
whoever occupies No 11 this 
summer. 

Sad history 
of Parsons 

□ IT 15 enough to make you 
weep. Parsons, one of the great 
names of British engineering, is 
being sold for just £30 mfljjon. 

The tangled history of heavy 
engineering in the North East 
provides a telling barometer of 
industrial decline. Sir Charles 
Parsons, inventor of the steam 
turbine, formed the company in 
1889. He was a man worthy of 
inclusion on the same list as 
James Walt, John Logie Baird 
and Isambard Kingdom Brunei, 
which is where ne appeared 
recently in a poll of scientists 
asked by The Times for a roll call 
of British inventive genius. 

At the same time, a French 
immigrant, Alphonse ReyroUe, 
was starting to make switching 
gear in the North EasL The two 


came together — Rcyrolle is 
staying with Rolls-Royce — and 
found their way into Northern 
Engineering Industries, a name 
with a rather hollow ring today. 
Rolls-Royce bought NEI for £300 
million in 1989, by which time 
the decline of Parsons was prob¬ 
ably unstoppable. Its main cus¬ 
tomer was the old CEGB. until 
this was broken up. like much of 
British engineering. Parsons 
waited for die world to come to it, 
and the world stayed away. 

The company was knocked out 
to Siemens; on the same day, the 
financial services arm of the 
Naafi. a body that few outside the 
Services can have even known 
existed, went for more than three 
times the asking price for Par¬ 
sons. Sic transit gloria mundi. 

Holiday discord 

□ A SURVEY of finance direc¬ 
tors. carried out by the indefati¬ 
gable Reed Accountancy Per¬ 
sonnel, shows that nine out of ten 
believe it is vital for people to 
take their foil holiday entitle¬ 
ment in order to function, but 
less than two thirds of them do 
so. Translated, this says that we 
are nearly all of us responsible, 
caring employers, but at least a 
third of us are too important to 
skip work for all that long. 


, Tomkins pays £372m for 
U S automotive company 

By Sarah Cunningham 


TOMKINS, rhe conglomerate 
whose interests span Smith & 
Wesson and Ranks Hovis 
McDougall. has agreed to buy 
Stant Corporation of America 
for £372 million. 

Siam, which is quoted on 
Nasdaq, manufactures auto¬ 
motive components, including 
windshield wiping systems. 
i V wiper blades, closure caps and 
r engine thermostats. It will be 
integrated with Tomkins’ last 
major acquisition, the US 
automotive hosemaker Gates, 
for which it paid £750 million 
last year. 

Stent has more than 7,000 
employees and last year 
achieved sales of £403 million. 
Greg Hutchings, executive 
chairman of Tomkins, said 


that the integration will take 
about a year but that the deal 
will be eamings-enhanring 
immediately. 

He said that Tomkins is 
continuing to look for other 
acquisitions and would be 
happy to spend a similar 
amount or more if an opportu¬ 
nity appeared, but another 
bolt-on to Gates is unlikely. 

Tomkins is launching a 
tender offer for all Stent's 
shares at $2130 per share in 
cash, valuing Stent's total 
equity at £249 million. This 
will be paid from Tomkins 
cash resources. It will also 
assume £123 million of debt. 
At the half-year. Tomkins had 
cash of £394 million. 

Bessemer Capital Partners 


of New York, which owns 56.9 
per cent of Slant’s issued 
capital, has agreed to tender 
its shares to Tomkins. 
Tomkins hopes to close the 
deal in the middle of next 
month, subject to US regula¬ 
tory approval. 

In the year to December 31. 
Slant’s operating profit was 
£34.7 million and pre-tax prof¬ 
it was £233 million. Net assets 
were £123 million, including 
intangibles. 

Mr Hutchings said: “Stent 
expands our product offering 
to the automotive original 
equipment market and in¬ 
creases the range of volume or 
products we can distribute 
through Gates's established 
channels to the aftermarket" 


There will be cost savings 
because Tomkins will not need 
to maintain two marketing 
operations, he added. 

Mr Hutchings has been 
under some pressure from 
investors to buy back shares 
but he has insisted that such a 
move would stifle Tomkins’ 
ability to consider large take¬ 
overs. He said yesterday that 
the new acquisition “demon¬ 
strates the effectiveness of our 
strategy of maintaining cash 
as a strategic asset in readi¬ 
ness for suitable acquisition 
opportunities" 

The City reacted well to 
yesterday's deal and Tomkins’ 
shares rose7>2p, to 282hp. 

Tempos, page 28 


Smiths has 
£400mfor 
acquisition 

SMITHS INDUSTRIES, 
the aircraft electronics and 
medical instruments group, 
could afford to spend up to 
£400 million on its next 
acquisition without seeking 
more money from its share¬ 
holders, it emerged yester¬ 
day (Paul Durman writes). 

Alan Thomson, finance 
director, said Smiths could 
borrow this amount before 
thinking about issuing new 
shares. City analysts believe 
that the company’s strong 
cashflow would allow it to 
spend up to £500 million. 

Smiths was reporting a 15 
per cent rise in underlying 
pre-tax profits to £8(12 mil¬ 
lion for the six months to 
February 1. The interim 
dividend rises 10 per cent to 
6.15p a share. 

Tempos, page 28 


Revenue boost 
for Allders 

By Sarah Cunningham 


A SURPRISE concession by 
the Inland Revenue has led 
Allders, the retail group, to 
revive plans for a share con¬ 
solidation that were aborted 
last year after Kenneth Clarke, 
the Chancellor, scrapped tax 
benefits on some special divi¬ 
dend schemes. 

The concession raises hopes 
for other companies that were 
forced by the change in rules 
to forgo special dividend 
plans. These indude Reuters, 
the news and financial infor¬ 
mation group, which pulled 
out of a plan to return £613 
million to shareholders 
through special dividend 
shares. Reuters declined to 
comment yesterday, beyond 
saying that its long-term in¬ 
tent is still to return some cash 
to shareholders. 


Last September Allders pro¬ 
posed paying a 46p special 
dividend, conditional on a 
share consolidation, as a way 
of redistributing part of foe 
£100 million cash pile arising 
from foe sale of its duty free 
operations to Swissair. 

After foe Chancellor's an¬ 
nouncement in October. 
Allders advised shareholders 
to vote against the consolida¬ 
tion, but it went ahead with 
the special dividend. 

Allders is now advising 
shareholders to vole in favour 
of a 15-for-19 consolidation. 
Assuming that it goes ahead. 
Allders will beable to release a 
£1.5 million provision made to 
cover the cost of compensating 
the option holders who had 
stood to lose out under the 
altered deal. 


Bonus deal 
nets Thistle 
chief £1.3m 

ROBERT PEEL, chief exec¬ 
utive of foe newly floated 
Thistle Hotels, received £13 
million in 1996 (George 
SiveU writes). The annual 
report and accounts show 
his salary and fees of 
E264.000 were enhanced 
with £1.01 million of perfor¬ 
mance related share bonus¬ 
es and one-off bonuses. 

Norbert Petersen, senior 
operations director, re¬ 
ceived £664337, made up 
of EI53JSI9 salary and 
£502,673 share and one-off 
cash bonuses. 

Mr Peel and Mr 
Petersen received a 
£500.000 and £250.000 
cash bonus respectively to 
replace entitlements 
agreed to when Thistle 
was acquired by Brierfey 
Investments in 1992. 


BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND 
NOTICE OF LOCAL INQUIRY 

Supplementary Review of European Parliamentary Constituencies 


NOTICE is given today. 10 April 1991. that local imprint* arc to be hdd by die Boundary Commission for England into their 
provisional rccranracnteions. nude under the Europora ftrinmnany Sections Aa 1978 fas amended) Ibr the Emapem 
fa j aiK O Ur r C on gi igcoacs QEPQ feed bektw. ThcC uro mi Mi o u ptfe&sbtf their ptpyjaaml g a i ra ucnfa ucn s on 7 Novnnbcr 1996. 

1) For the East Yorkshire and North Lincotnsbire lNo.7) EPC, the inquiry will he conducted by dir Assistant Cotnteswoer. 
Mr Richard Soma, Barrifler-ai-Law. ft will open oo:- 

THl«9MYJJ0iriN7Ar2ft3MM W THE COWCH. CHAMBER. COUNTY HALL CROSS STRESX BEVERLEY 

2) For tht Lattfasiare Carnal lNa8L Lancashire Sooth lNo.9). Merseyside Wes (No. 121, Merseyside East and Wipe 

1 No. 131. Cheshire West art Wiral (No. 14). Greater Manchester West (Nai5L Greater Manchester East (No.16). Greats 
Manchester Central (NafU, dreshm: East (NalSf and Sufibnishae West and Congfcroo <Na25> EFCs. the inquiry will Ur 
caataerndby the Assistant Commssuner, Mr Mark Dalzid. Bamfla-at-Law. it win open °o> 

WEDNKSDAY IS JULY 1197 AT 16JQAM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL. MANCHESTER 

3) For die Peak District (No22t, Nottmshamshue Nonh and Chesterfield (No3l Nmringtara and Leicestershire Nonh West 
/No27jt Lekesin (Na28) and Ncrfaropnardure and BUty iNattl EPCs. the inquiry will be cantered by the Assistant 
Grantsskwec Mr lames Gibbs, Bwriser-at-Law. It will open on: 

TUESDAY (mu' 1997 AT I0JCAM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNCIL HOUSE. MARKET SQUARE, 
NOTTINGHAM 

4) For the lknlw ds Mt t rad Shropshire (No Jt L Birmingham Wed lNoJ2L Binrnngham East (NoJ4L Worcestershire and 
South Warwickshire (No38i and Gh w c e mnfaire (No.41) EPCs, the inquiry will be conducted by the Assistant Corntrasskmer, 
Mbs Claire Andrews. Barrister-nt-Law. It will open un> 

TlfESDAY 17 JUNE 1997 AT HL3BAM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNTY HALL, WORCESTER 
Si For the Essex Noth and Suffolk South (No/tOl Hertfordshire (No.43j and Esso West and Hertfordshire East (NaUiEPCs. 
ihc iramry trtil be antioaaj by the Asriaan; Cornmarintw. Mr Wffliga SgwrT-SgstL Barrisg- a-ijn - h will open «l- 
TUESDAY 24 JUNK 1997 AT 18J6AM IN TTO COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNTY HALL, CHELMSFORD 

6) By the Kent Wert 1 N 0 JIL Kent East (No52L Sussex Wea (NoJS7) and East Sussex and Kent South (No58l EPCs. the 
iwnmy will be coodnaed by the Assam ConamMooet, Mr ftter Bins QC It will open an;- 

MONDAY 14 JULY 1997 AT MLMAM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

7) For the Bristol CNo.4t>t, W&stoe Nonh and Bath (Na47L Hampshire Nonh and Oxford lNo.48w Somerset and Nonh 
Devon (NoJjl. ftrben. Tefl and Awn (NoSi), Wight rad Hmpririrc South (NaSSI. South Downs ttfcst (NoS6u Cornwall 
and West ftymteh (NaSPt, Devon rad Eaa Plymouth (NctfiO) rad Dorset rad East Etewn (Nohl1 EFCs. the inquiry win be 
conducted bv dr Assisaa CoountssioBer, Mr George Batten QC, li win open oa.- 

TUESDAY 24 JUNE 1997 AT IQJ9AM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMFER, COtWTY HALL, TAUNTON 
HKfijcag ftr prwiskari reteta nt a daiioiB for the Bristol (Na46i, Wiltshire Nath rad B«hlNaA7LSMnetwiaod Nrxih 
Devon lNo.53). Cornwall and Wem Ptymoreh (Nol59u Devon rad East Ptyaxunh ibhxhO) and Doner and East Devtm iNahl» 
EPC&- and ft viH «*pn*nig cjl*- 

WEDNESDAY 2 JULY 1997 AT lOJBAM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, SOUTHAMPTON 


Tgovokmal le a wnmenoacrTOwmioiam m aup 

_ _ ngkie in resaeei of the nanaainR European fadhentcraity Cn«i ri nienci K did am regain; 

tetd sal tfe CtanraBSion decidfid ** « « *“■ dtsoawo to bold any further mgiunes. 

k - ■_f J_-arU ran tka fftlH mi niira HlWMllPr OtiHl I 


parties wto "Ash id make representation con ce rn in g the Wiltshire Nonh and Bath (No.471 and Donei and East 
Devon (No 61) EPCS are advised to Band both venues. 

O, Fa rhe Ttanes Valley (NaA9t Sarny (NaJDl. Lank* Noah West (NaffiX London Noth fNMflx Umdra East iNaMt. 

1 jMdm South East (No.651 London Sooth loner (NofifiL London South West (No67). London West (NaGSl, London 
OatraliNolrfb. London No* Eaa (No-70» rad Lnedoa South and Storey East (Na7l> EPCs. the inquiry wiD he awfucred 
bv the Asstsraar CantnutkKia, Mr Antew Sranb QC. Ij will open mr- _ 

MONDAY 21 JULY LW AT 10J&AM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, HOBNTON STREET, 

inquiry trill only di y" 4 * raised in representations athrauad wjrbia the period aitowed. nnr rial tte Cotnarission * 

local inquiries to be 

Ttrmtmri£^rew«mentek«.H^crftbcre^^ 

by tte COrratasaon. which will be onrodoced formally at each mqutty. ire open far public inspecuwai:- 
btqtiiy Nfcl - Bwrriey (YrirtaWrel 

A^^H«m!aNIABY , ; I (^^ Office*. The HaO, Lwgale. BEVERLEY; Town HrfL BWWJJattONi 
ESS S&SmRMdBBKJG; Town ML HBSSLE; Greenwt^A^e^.C^t^ Avenue. HULL; 
SSLA& ftkfcr Street HULL; Kmrcod Hone. AsM» Rood. SCTKntoBPL 
kqefry NcJ - Manchester iNarthwest) 

SSSSLa-Tta Rim CHESTER; Mturidpal Bdldwgs. Earte Street.GMWKjCorariJOffi»40vi c Wp, 

«£* Council Offices. Toft Road, KNUTSFORD; Town HHL MACO^FffiLD; taforouwa Centre. 
^^^^NORTHWICH; Council Offices. WestfiekK. MMUnridi Road. SANDBACH; Ttwn Haft. SaAey Swa 

WCHAAt Tora. Hafl. Btyn Street ASHTtW-IN-MAEERFIELteCoimciJ OSkm 
I^^^f^afflTOhUJNDER-LYNE; Tbwn HaE. BOLTON; Town HalL Kntwshry Street BURY; lnfannanon Centre. 

Office. Marto Street. DENTON; Town Hafi. FARNWORTH: Cine KaiL 
SSSmS TbM. m. HYDE; Town H^LOC^T™ HalL MANOTES!Efc Gomn l^my. 
2 AZD i2!?MMirHESrEfc Mreaoa Lihmy. Moswi Lit*. MANCHESTER; Whhmgwn Ltorary. 4 >0 Witadow Road. 

IVftmreCi«re.MANCHESTER;CfworfCffic«^Sadia'Swet 
stren QtTWtftM- Proiwicfa Libtaiv. Loaefield Centre, PRESTW1CH; Chief Executive s 
WD0UEK ^ ^iflSmA^tOTiULlfcxtey Square. SALFoScTowit HalL STOCKPORT; Town HalL 

» Um>. SLOrads. UPPERWLU Towi, HalL 
Sim. WIGAN:Council Oflicm. Bridgwater Road. UORSLEV 

!®aasssa£«ia^^ 

SMA Evered Avenue. WihflL LIVERPOOL; Newton^-Biifcw^ District 

Road. Broadgre*- wrintW-LE-WlLLOWS; Town HalL Cwporaiton Strew, ST. HELENS: Town Hjfl. Lord 

Sheet WALLASEY; bforreabon Office. Tile CWsc. WEST KIRBY. 


STAFFORDSHIRE 

Coanril OfBocs. CODSA1X; Ctxtoci} Offices, Moorlands House. SuchreU Street. LEEK; Gvic Offices. Moral Street 
SEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME; Gvic Officex, Riverade. STAFFORD; Civic Centre (Me Street STOKE-ON-TRENT; 
Urreton Ubrarv. Li^uwood Road. Langton. STOKE-ON-TRENT: Ttmstdl Library. The Bodevard. TunsiaE, 
STOKE-ON-TRENT; Area Offers. Stawo Road, STONE. 

Inquiry No. 3-Nottht^ara lEast MhBradsl 
DERBYSHIRE 

Carnal Offices. Sba*rx>ct Lodge. BOLSOVEX; Cbasidl Offices. Bayfield Road. CHAPELEN-LEflUTH; Town HaU. 
CHESTERFIELD; Area Office. High Street DRONFIELD; Town HalL ILKESTON; Town HaO. MATLOCK; Town 
HalL Mart* Place. RIPLEY. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

Parish Council Offices, Village HalL BinuU Road. BHtSTALL; Council Offices. Whit wicfc R ead. COALVILLE; CmmcB 
Offices. Atpcoa Mod, HINCKLEY: Beatmcra Leys Library. Beaumont Way. LEICESTER; Stfiamhas Library. Preach 
Road. LEICESTER: New Walk Crum. Wdftrtf Place, LEICESTER; Comal Offices. Scntfafieldt LOUGHBOROUGH; 
Council Offices. Adam and Eve Street MARKET HARBOROllGH; Cwmrii Offices. NARBOROUCH; Rndrad Comity 
Council Offices. Cmnose. OAKHAM. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Council Offices. Si Peter's HHL GRANTHAM. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Gvic Cenne. Gewye Street CORBY; Cornell Offices. Lodge Road. DAVENTRY; Mnncipal Officca. BowlkR Green Road, 
KETTERING; The GuiMhalL StGiks Square. NORTHAMPTON; Wfcsni Fjsell Horsing Office. Billing Brook Road, 
NORTHAMPTON: Caaodl Offices. SwanspooL WELUNGBOBQVGH. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Gvic Centre. Ante* Hill Part. ARNOLD; Council Offices, Faster Avenue, BEESTON; Council Offices. Urban Road. 
KIRKBT-D9-ASHF7ELD; Chic Centre. OetJerrietd Road South. MANSFIEU); Cotzacil Offices. KeUan, NEWARK; 
Town HaU Sbetvood Drive. NEW (HXEBTON; Buhvell Branch Library. HigMany Vide, BolwdL NOTTINGHAM; 

Sneimon Brandt Ldrarv, Snehnon Boulevard, NOTTINGHAM; The finiUtaH. Burton Street NOTTINGHAM; Gvic 
Crane, Pavffirat Road. WEST BJUDGFORD; Council Offices, Qbw'* Brakfin^fttteSawt WORKSOP. 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

Coundf Offices, Moorlands House, Swekwefl Street LEEK; Gvic Offices. Menial Street NEWCASTLE-C/NWR-LYME. 
Inquiry No.4 - Worcester I Wesl MUtuak) 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE _ 

Mtnncipil Offices, Promenade. CHELTENHAM; Council Offices. Trinity Road. ClRENQ BSTEg; Gnondl Offices. H 
igb Street COLEFORD; Gamci) Offices, North Warehouse, TbeDocks. GLOUCESTER; Ctwtdl Cffices, Bdey M3L 
Westward Road. STROUD; Council Offices. OoBceaer Road, TEWKESBURY. 

HEREFORD AND WORCESTER 

Hie Council House. Biflttx Latte, BROMSGROVE; Evesham Library, Oat Street EVESHAM; Town Hall. HEREFORD; 
Cctmcfl Offices. Grange House. LEOMINSTER; The Comcil House. Avtatae Road, MALV ERN; Town HaU, Master Sato. 
REDM7CH; Gvic Chare. STOURPOHT-OM5EVERN; The GotUfatfL WORCESTER. 

SHROPSHIRE _■ 

Council Offices. Slone House. Carve Street, LUDLOW; The Council Shop. High Street NEWPORT; Cowed Offices, 

Cade View. OSWESTEV; CnUdhriL Dpgpnfc. SHREWSBURY; Council Officrs, Mahnslec Home; TELFORD. 
WARWICKSHIRE 

Town HaU. LEAMINGTON SPA; Town HalL RUGBY; Council Offices. Elizabeth House. Orach Street 
STRATTO8IM,iP0NrAV0N. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

Electians Office. ISO Great Diaries Street QneoBny. BCRMINCHAM; Ertegun LAnry. Orphanage Road. E t diu g Mu . 
BIRMINGHAM; Hall Green Lihiaiy, 1221 Stratford Road. Hall Oreea, BIRMINGHAM; Hatfaoree LSmy. High Street 
Harbonte. BIRMINGHAM; Kmg's Heath Library. High Street King's Heath, BIRMINGHAM; Ntnthfield Library. 

77 Church Roal. NarfflebL BIRMINGHAM; Reoy Cantnar Library. College Xretd. hay Baa BIRMINGHAM; 

South YanBey Library, Yardley Road, South YarcDey. BIRMINGHAM; SpartMU Library, Ml SuNford Road, SparkhaU 
BIRMINGHAM; Vfcrd End Ubnty. Wariwood Heart Road. Wad End. BIRMINGHAM; Sanaa CbltfieM Uhnuy. 

Lower Parade, SUTTON COLDFIELD; Aldridge Branch Lftray. Rookery Lane. Aldridge, WALSALL; Blomieh Ubrvry, 
Elmore Row. Bknwkh, WALSALL; CVnuicil Offices, Darwall Street WALSALL; Ttown Hall, WEDNESBUKY; 

SaodweD Central Ubnty. High Street WEST BROMWICH. 

Inquiry N&5 - flwtoiwfard (East A^fin) 

ESS3 

Cot^d Offices. Causeway How, BRAINTREE; GmcS Offices, tognra? Road. BRENTWOOD; Gvic Centre. Duke Street 
CHELMSFORD; Cental Services Departme n t. Wesdefch Hook, Carnarvon Road. CLACTONON-SEA;Town HaU, 
COLCHESTER; Civic Offices, High Street GPPINGtTcmn HalL HARLOW; Caaicil Offices. Princes Road. MALDON; 
Connril Offices. Lonrico Road. SAFFRON WALDEN; Guaril Offices. WEELEY, 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Council Office*. The Cauuway. BISHOP'S STORTFORD; Gvi c Office *. Ebuec Way. BOREBAMWO OP; Town H afl. 
Uywn RntL HAKPH®EN; Civic Cwac. Mattowes. LffiMEL HEMPSTEAD; Coincii Offices, Gemoe Rrnd, UETCHWORTH; 
Ownci! Office*. Three Riven House. Nnrthw iy. RIC KMANSWOBTTU Civic Ccaor. SiFeten Street ST. ALBANS; 
Caaoal Offices, DaoesloD Horae. Dxoestrec, STEVENAGE; Bormgh Offices. Bisbops' College. Gnirchgm Cheshunt, 
WALTHAM CROSS; Town HaU. WATFO RD; Camdi Office*. The Campos, WELWYN GARDEN CITY. 

SUFFOLK 

Council Offices. Angel MB. BURY STXDMUNDS; Gniocil Offices. Gals Latte. HADLEIGH. 

Inquiry N«Mi - Ttohrtdge WeSa (Strath East) 

EAST SUSSEX 

Toimi HalL BEXHXUsON-SEA; Sotab Dinrici Housing Office. Lavender Street BRIGHTON: Town HaU. Banholoinew 
Square. BRIGHTON; Council Offices, Pine Grove, CROWBOROUGH; Town HrfL Grove Road. EASTBOURNE; Tfawn 
Hafl. Queen's Read. HASTINGS; Tinro Hall, Norton Road. HOVE; Gwnril Offices. Lewes Kotse. 32 Kigh Street LEWES. 
KENT 

Gvk Centre. Tannery Lane, ASHFORD; Council Offices. Military Road. CANTERBURY; Reference Lihmy. Rivenude, 
CHATHAM: Cnic Osaae. Home Gates. DAK1TORD; C«mefl Officc^Whtefift BntetB Part. DOVER; Mtecipal OtBas. 
Preston Street FAVERSHAM; Civic Cfetaro, Casde HiD Avenue. FOLKESTONE; Municipal Bioldiapi. GILLINGHAM; 
Gvk Centre. WindmiD Street GRAVESEND; Council Office^ Londou House. 5-11 London Road. M AIDSTONE ; Council 
Offices. Lzo! Street MARGATE; Dctriti Office. Quern Street RAMSGATE; Ok Centre, Strood. ROCHESTER; Council 
Officer. A^yte Rmd. SEVENOAKS; Counil Offires. Swale House. Eas Street SrTTINGBOlJRNE; Town HalL TUNBRIDGE 
HELLS; Tonbridge and Mailing Borough Caaaeil Offices. Gibson [ftrifeLpSi CthsooDriie. King* Hill. WEST MAILING. 
WEST SUSSEX 

Council Office. East Paftant House. Eaa Pnlhnu CHICHESTER: Town Hall The Boulevard. CRAWLEY; Council Offices. 
Qaklandt OtttiaDtfc Rood. HAYWARDS HEATH; Coaxil Offices. Part House. Nor* Street HORSHAM; Gvic Centre. 
Mteavers RoaL UTTLEHAMPTON; Gvk: Grate. Him Rtni SHOREHAM BY SEA; Council Offices, Oundtahury 
HouK. Qtutch Sum. STORfUNGTON; Town Hall, Grape) Road, WORTHING. 

Inquiry No.7 - TsaniOD and Southampfau (South Wrst) 

AVON iformer no n mcUu pottra eanotil __ 

GukflUll, BATH; Bednanstcr Library. East Street BRISTOL; StGeop: Library. Chnrch Rrad. BRlSTOUStartHEipsi 
Ubrarv. Stjuoa R«d. HBBTOL; TV Gnrndf Hotae. Gjllege Green. BRISTOL; Cfewdoo Library^/ Ob Oatrcb Road, 
CLE\"ED0N; Civic Cetitrt. High Street HNGSWOOO; Carnal Offices. The Hoffies. MIDSOWBR NORTON; 

Council Offices. Castk Strta THORNBURY; Town HalL WESTON-SUPER-MARL 


BERKSHIRE 

Canodi Office*, Mariet Street. NEWBURY. 

CORNWALL 

Council Offices, Dolcwadi Avenue, CAMBORNE; Council Offices, Ltaaowe House. USKEARD; CouncS Offices. StClar. 
PENZANCE; Council Offictt Cirrid Hoesc. Pytbr Street TRURO, Comal Offices, Higher Tiraam R««l WADEBR1DGIL 
DEVON 

Gvic Come. BA RNSTAPLE; Coandl Offices, Rhateok Haase, BIDEFORD; Civic Centre. EXETER; Tbwn Hafl. 
IVYBRIDGE; Couadi Offices. Fade House. Brand Rond, NEWTON ABBOTT Gvic Centre. PLYMOUTH; SLBudeans 
Litrary. W anna R eed. PLYMOUTH; Connaf Offices. Km>wle.SIPMOI/ra; Council Offices. Hie G reat Home. I Stftser 
Street TIVERTON; Town HalL TORQUAY; Council Offices, FoOaun Hone, Plytareth Road, TOTNES. 

DORSET 

Council Offices. Norton, SaEsbvy Road. BLANDTORD FORUM; Central Library, The Lamdmnc. BOURNEMOUTH; 
Town Hafl. BOURNEMOUTH; CWc Offices. Bridge Street CHRISTCHURCH; Council Offices. S8M) Wgh Wea Street 
DORCHESTER; Gvk Centre, POOLS; Council Offices, Westport House. WAREHAM; Municipal Offices, North Quay. 
WEYMOUTH. 

HAMPSHIRE 

Council Offices. Beech Hum, WeyhiD Rood ANDOVER: Civic Offices. London Road. BASINGSTOKE: Council Offices. 
Leigh Road. EASTLEIGH; Gvk Offices, Civic Way. IAREHAM; Cored! Offices, Fantboroogh Road, FARNBOROUCH; 
Gvk Offices, Harimgton Wty, FL EWfi Tbwn Hafl. High Street. GOSPORTi Gvic Offices, Gvic Centre Road. HAVANA 
Town HaU, Avenue Road. UTMONGTON; Couadi Offices. Appteuec Court LYNDHURS1> Council Offices. Pram Place, 
1ETERSFTELD; Gvic Offices. GuildhaU Srpiree, PORTSMOUTH; CoriareLRiraiy; Spur Road. Crtham, PORTSMOUTH; 
Council Offices, Doftota Road. ROMSEY; Gvic Gawe. SOUTHAMPTON; Steriry Brant* Library, Sfttricy Road, 
SOUTHAMPTON; Council Offices. Coicbroc* Sum, WINCHESTER. 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

Cnnuy Hafl. High Street NEWPORT. 

OXFORDSHIRE 

Couadi Offices, The Abbey House, ABINGDON; Couadi Offices. Bafitac Hoe*. Bodkoc, BANBURIY; Tbwn HalL 
HENLEY; Council Offices, SLAHate's Chambers. SLAktoe's. OXFORD; Public Library, Stilting Road, WANTAGE; 
Coaoril Offices. Woodpcu. WITNEY. 

SOMERSET _ 

Council Offices, Bridgwater House, King Squat, BRIDGWATER; Council Offices, Canards Grave Road, SHSPTDN 
MALLETi Council Offices, Tte Deane Home, Behrevte Area Office, Cbmdtfekf. WHVCANTON; 

Council Offices. Btyraptm Way. YEOVIL, 

SURREY 

CDmcfl Offices. The Bays. GODALMDKL 
WEST SUSSEX 

Coated Offices, East PiUam House, Eaa PaQant CHICHESTER; Gvk Centre. Mahrevere Road. UTTLEHAMPTON. 
WILTSHIRE _____ 

Coundl Offices, Monten Part, CHIPPENHAM; Coan cfl Off ices. Brmdbn, Bath Road. DEVIZES; Council Offices. 

Beret* IHL SALISBURY; Gvic Offices. Endid Street SWINDON; Stratton SLMagarct Pariah Ctwndl Offices. 

Adtfeoo Descent UppuStnuon, SWINDON; Gvk Offices. Bradley Road. TROWBRIDGE. 
foqreiyNuS- Knsbgoa(GreaterLoadoo) 

BERKSHIRE 

CouacO Offices, Easrhanponad House. Itawn Square, BRACKNE3JU Town HaU St hes Road. MAIDENHEAD; Council 
Offices, Martel Street NEWBURY; Gvk Centre. READING-, Town HalL Bath Road. SLOUGH; TUetara Ubnry. School 
Road, TTLEHURS^ CaaadS Offices. York House, Sheet Street WINDSOR: Criic Offices. Shore End. WOKINGHAM. 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Ctvk Offices, Elstrae Way. BOREHAMWOOD. 

NORTH UXXDON 

Acaon Lihwy, «gh Street ACTON; Tbwn Hafl. BASKING; FnDadJQosf Brandi Lfeary, 140 Hiffc SoreL BARKlNCSIDE; 
Bethnal Green Library. Cambridge Heath Road. BETHNAL GREB9; Mreridpai Offices. The Ridgeway. CHINGFORD; 
Gvk Centre, DAGENHAM; Town HalL New Broadway. EALING; Newham Town Hafi, EAST HAM; Edmonton Centre. 

36 South Matt, EDMONTON GREEN; Civic Crane, Siher Street ENFIELD; Fehhare Lihraty. High Sim, FELTHAM; 
Pnbfic Ltbnry, 156 Goldbs Green Road. GOLDERS'GREEN; Thwi Halt Mare Street HACKNEY; Town HalL King Street 
HAMMERSMITH; Gvk Crane. HARROW; Hayes Area Lteaty.Gokfca descent HAYES; Town Halt The Bitnwgfas. 
HENDON; Hornchurch LRraiy. 44 Nonh Street. HORNCHURCH; Gvk Centre. Lampion Road. HOUNSLOW; Town HalL 
High Road, ELFOKD; Triwn Halt Upper Street, ISLINGTON; Tawn HalL Harmon Sam. KENSINGTON; Town H»1L 
Btsu Road. KING’S CKOS; Mtutkipaf Offices. High Road. LEYTON; Nonhob Ltteny, Gwrcb Road. NORTHOU; 
Padtegtcn Office. 313 Harrow Road. PADDINGTON; Southgate Ibwn Ratt. Green Lanes. PALMERS GREEN; Ptnner 
Library. Maitfi Read, PINNER; Council Offices. Mulberry Ptaee. S Clove Crescent. POPLAR; Town HalL Main Road. 
ROMFORD; RnMip Area Library. Mancr Fann. Bury Street RUIS UP; S nAe Newington Litrary Smite Newington Church 
Se w. ST OKE NEWINGTON; Sttaiford library. Water L ane. STRATFORD; Town HalL Town HaD Approach Ro ad, 
TOTTENHAM; Gvfc Game, 44 Yurt Sheet TWICKENHAM; Upnritster Library. 26 Corbets Tey Road. UPHN5TER; 
ArebwBy Lftraty, Hamlyn Htwse. Higfajpac HID, UPPER HOLLOWAY; Gvic Centre, Street UXBRIDGE; Town HaO. 
Forest Road. WALTHAMSTOW; One Slop Shop. Brent Town Hall F orty Lane. WEMBLEY; The Library. Ealing Road, 
WEMBLElYRfesf Hampstead Library. Dentratgun Part Road. WEST HAMPSTEAD; WstarinstcrCay Hafl. VicMria Street 
WESTMINSTER; Bares House. 1255 High Road. WHETSTONE; WtUesdra Green Unary. ^96 High Road. WTLLESJEN; 
Gvic Centre. High Road. WOOD GREEN. 

SOUTH (ADDON 

Beckenham Library. Beckenham Road. BECKENHAM: Municipal Offices, Spa Read. BERMONDSEY; Gvk Offices 
Broadway. BESLEYHEATH; Torre HalL BrUioa ffiO. BRfXTON; Cine Centre. SuckwcU Close. BROMLEY; 

Town HsJt Pcdbtm Rad, CAMBERWELL; Cnheban Uawy. TV Sqare. CARSHALTON; Ixwrtsham Town Hail 
CATFORD; Coandl Offices Tibaner House. Part Lane. CROYDON; Deptfort Town Hafl. New Cross Road. 

DEPTFORD; Duhrich District Lihraty, Lordship Lane. DULWICH; EUftam library. EHbani High Street ELTHAM; Erilh 
Ibwn Hafl, RhhM Tree Road. feKJTli; Dunriog Ljfcrajy. 167 KemangWO Lane. KENNINGTON; GuiJdJMfl. KDVCSTON 
UPON THAMES; Manor House Library. Old Road. LEWISHAM; Mitcham Library. London Road. MITCHAM; Gvic 
Ccaue. London Rood. MORDEN; Opingua Lffnary. The (Yioty. Gooch HSL ORPINGTON; Public Library. Bansaead 
Road. PURLEY; Putney Libtaty. Driieaii Rood. PUTNEY; Central Refaavre Library. Old Town Halt WlntuAcr Avenue, 
RICHMOND; SdcupLftwy. Hallow Road. SfoCUP; Crek Offices. StNkholas Way. SUTTON; Pobfic Library, 

Brigand Road; THORNTON HEATH; Taoriag Library. Mitcham Road. TOOTING; Town HalL Vtadnrorth High street, 
WANDSWORTH; Town Hafl, Weffinpon Sheet WOOLWICH. 

SURREY 

Gvic Offices. Station Road, ADDLESTONE; Ccum] Offices. Surrey Heath Home. Knoll Road. CAMBERLEY; Council 
Offices. MpphrccA. DORKING; Town Hafl, H* Parade, EPSOM; Gvic Centre, Hjgh Street ESHER; Couadi Offices, 

The Brays. GODAUflN G; Coandl Offices, Mifimcnd. GUILDFORD; Coaodl Offices. Statka Road Eh, OXTED; Town 
HaU. Casllefieid RnartREIGATEj Council Offices. KnowW Green. 5EUNES; Gw Offices. Gkocester Square. WOKDIG. 

Issned by: The Boundary Cmtunissicio fw England. RCriO, ■ Druninwnd Gate. London. SWIV 2QQ- 
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28 MARKETS / ANALYSIS 



Shares lose momentum 
in run for 4,300 level 


THE stock market attempted 
a second run at the 4,300 level 
yesterday, cheered by a good 
overnight rise on Wall Street 

But despite weaker than 
expected industrial production 
figures, the marker lost sight 
of the target and slid back 
from its best level of 4.301.5- 
At the dose the FT-SE 100 
stood at 4.2923. up 23 points 
on modest volumes once again 
□f 699 million. 

BG was one was of the most 
heavily traded stocks, with 
nearly 21 million shares 
changing hands. Shares 
dipped 3p to 176p, after the 
MMC extended the deadline 
for its inquiry into TransCo. 
BG*s pipeline business, until 
after the general election. The 
new deadline is May 31. 

The commission had been 
expected to report on April 14, 
and BG shares had been 
boosted recently on hopes of a 
favourable outcome. 

Insurance groups attracted 
interest, with both Royal Sun- 
Alliance and General Acci¬ 
dent buoyed by a positive note 
from Warhurg, the brokers, 
setting new target prices for 
both stocks. 

The 900p mark has been 
pencilled in for General Acci¬ 
dent and 500p for Royal Sun 
Alliance. Shares in the latter 
touched a trading high of450p 
before easing back to close at 
443. down ! 2 p. General Acci¬ 
dent added 3p to 807‘2p. 

Talk of buying interest from 
the US gave Sedgwick, the 
insurance broker, a further 
lift, adding 1 ‘xp to 126p. Other 
brokers were in demand. Ori¬ 
el was pushed to 117p before 
ending at 114'zp. up 2p, while 
Steel Bnrrfll Jones moved up 
l'atoZZp. 

Pharmaceuticals were also 
sought, helped by results from 
the sector coming out of the 
US. Zeneca added 36'2p to 
£18.04*2, with SmithKline 
Bcecfaam up 22 l zp to 915*2p 
and Glaxo Wdlcome up 7<ap 
to ElO- 88 ‘ 2 . 

A buy recommendation 
helped to fire up the electricity • 
generators, with PowwOn 
up 5'ap to 611*2p and Nat 
jkmal Power rising 13*2p to 
504*ap. 

Water companies attracted 
interest, defying pre-election 
wobbles. Severn Trent added 
13*2p to 7I9p, while Thames 
Water rose 6 p to 671p. 

Oils were again in demand, 
with BP up 10 ' 2 p to 693' 2 p 
and Shell lip higher at 
£1030*2. Bid speculation 
pushed Dana Petroleum 3 * 2 p 
higher to 26p, while British 



Richard Barber has a positive view at Caverdale, up l* 2 p 


Borneo surged bade with a 
42* 2 p jump to £13.40. Pre¬ 
mier 03 attracted interest 
and there could be more to 
come says dealers. The shares 
ended *<p down at 38 l 4 p. 

Hanson continued to gain 
ground on further rumours 
that it is considering the sale of 
its electricals business. The 
shares added 8 p to 29Sp, 
although some analysts were 


per cent increase in the UK 
driving up the total number of 
cars sold to 446. Vickers 
shares dipped Ip to 225p. 

Rolls-Royce. the eng¬ 
ineering group, added 2 p to 
244p after its sale of Parsons 
Power Generation Systems to 
Siemens for £30 million. Brit¬ 
ish Steel back dipped a further 
2 l ap to 150p. 

BSkyB recovered ground 


RMC the supplier of construction materials, which is due to 
report year-end figures today, saw late buying lift its shares 
26 *2 p. to £10.01, a rise of nearly 3 per cenL Profits are expected to 
be hit by problems in a number of markets, with brokers 
forecasting a 20 per cent drop from last time's £329 million. 


more inclined to attribute the 
rise to recent improvements 
seen in the aggregrates mar¬ 
ket with groups such as 
Tarmac reporting strong re¬ 
sults. Tarmac shares added 
1*20 to 116 * 2 p. 

Eager British buyers snap¬ 
ping up Rolls-Royce and Bent¬ 
ley cars failed to stir Vickers, 
the parent company. First- 
quarter sales of the luxury 
cars rose 13 per cent, with a 49 


after its sharp fall on Tuesday 
in file wake of a downgrade 
from BZW, the brokers. The 
shares moved up 8 * 2 p to 594p, 
having touched a trading high 
of 6 G 2 p. 

Profit-taking ate into early 
gains at Smiths Industries, 
Interim profits rose 15 per cent 
and an upbeat outlook for key 
markets such as aerospace, 
helped to push the shares to 
more than SOOp before retreat¬ 



ing to dose 9 * 2 p off at 7S5p. 
News of the £372 million 
acquisition of US-quoted Slant 
Corp by Tomkins lifted shares 
7'ap to 282*2p. making it one 
of the best FT-SE 100 
performers. 

There was a busy trade in St 
James's Place Capital shares 
after it revealed its £185 mil¬ 
lion deal to take full control of 
J Rothschild Assurance, while 
in a separate deal the Pruden¬ 
tial is set to increase its stake 
in St James's Place. The 
shares rose 6 p to 131‘ap, while 
Prudential added 6 p to 564p. 

Allders added 5*=p to I71p 
after the group revived plans 
for a share consolidation. 
Among other retailers. Tesco 
dipped on profit-taking, mov¬ 
ing down 2p to 362p. while 
Dixons lost 10 * 2 p to 527p. 

Among drinks groups. Bass 
was up 2 * 2 p to 817* 2 p and 
Whitbread was ahead 6 ‘zp to 
780p. but Allied Domecq was 
less spirited, with recent poor 
sales of Teacher’s Whisky 
knocking the shares b* 2 p low¬ 
er to 437* 2 p. 

Results from Sleepy Kids, 
the character merchandising 
group which includes Budgie 
the Helicopter in its portfolio, 
did little to rouse the ailing 
share price, as profits more 
than halved. The shares fell a 
penny to 17p. 

Caverdale, the car distribu¬ 
tion group, added l'ap to 134p 
after Richard Barber, manag¬ 
ing director, reported a 28 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits and 
encouraging outlook for 1997. 

Danka Business Systems 
was encouraged 22 * 2 p higher 
to 512’ap on talk of a 600p 
target price, while demand for 
Kwik-Fft pushed its price S' 2 p 
higher to 238p. 

AIM-quoted Antonov was 
suspended at 116* 2 p after a I3p 
rise. 

□ GILT-EDGED: More vola¬ 
tile conditions were reported 
by dealers, but early gains 
evaporated as the market slid 
back in line with equities. The 
index linked sector was weak¬ 
er after a disappointing auc¬ 
tion of inflation linked bonds 
in the US. 

The June series of the long 
gilt ended up £*32 at £109*32 
on flat volumes of 50,000. 
Treasury 8 per cent 2000 rose 
E 3 i 6 at £102*16 while Treasury 
S per cent 2015 was up un¬ 
changed at £IQ 2 s i«,_ 

□ NEW YORK: Weakness in 
Merck, the drugs company, 
and IBM kept the Dow Jones 
industrial average lower. By 
midday it was 12.09 points 
weaker at 6397.07. 
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Fibs, damn fibs and Fibspam 


THE sleuths at the Securities and Futures 
Authority have found a brilliant but simple 
antidote to the cult of the City bonus. 

It is called the Fibspam rating: the 1.350 
securities houses patrolled by the SFA will be 
told how high they score in exposure to risks 
relating to their finances, type of business, 
clients, credit risk and. most embarrassing of 
all. management competence. The SFA is 
quick to insist that the Fibspam ratings will 
remain confidential but the likely scenario is 
predictable. Just as news of blockbuster 
bonuses at Acme Securities flashes through 
dealing rooms, rumours will also circulate 
that the SFA has awarded it a high Fibspam 
raring over concerns thatlhe top management 
at Acme has an inadequate understanding of 
its exposure to derivatives. 

Rival dealers will pounce on the informa¬ 


tion and the share price of Acme Bank win 
tumble. If the word Barings springs to mind h 
is because it should. The SFA points out that a 
high Fibspam indicates an exposure to risk, 
not evidence that the firm is at risk. However, 
the former can easily bring about the latter if 
the firm fails to take action to protect clients 
and shareholders. Inevitably, the priced 
sensitive ratings will leak out, causing 
confusion, and some firms will choose id 
beast of their low ratings leading to questions 
about their shy brethren. 

If a securities firm is engaged in business 
deemed by the SFA to be high risk, hs 
shareholders and creditors should be made 
aware. There is a place for weH-managed," 
high-risk securities operations but they require 
more capital and management resources. The 
fibspam ratings should be published. 


->MAJORfNDiCES 

New York (midday}; 

pow Jones_ 

6597JJ7 hliiN) 


765-36 (-0.76) 

Tokyo: 


Nikkei Average ivv«w/(-5W-m) 

Hong Kong: 

Hang Seng - - 

12426X8 1+28.11) 

Amsterdam; 



_ 738.69 t*l IOS) 

Sydney. 

__ 23892 (OXS! 


Frankfurt: 

3359.46 (*29.701 

Singapore: 


21032 (-IJ11 

Brussels; 

Paris; 

Zurich: 

. 066.40 1*23.70) 

London: 



.. 42923 l*23J« 


FTSE 350 .. 

... 2116.6 1*11.1) 

FTSE Euiwrodt ICO 

2)69.11 1*21.691 

FTSE All-Share.. 

2087 1*10-37) 

FTSE Non Financials .. 

2147.44 1*10681 

FTSE Fixed Inierest — 

_. 116.611-0011 


_. 93.83 1*0231 


... 42162 


„. _ . 699.7m 


1X228 (-OJXD8) 

German Mark- 

2.7909 (HX013I) 



Bank of England official close (4pm) 




. 1.1852 

RPI_I5SJ3 Feto 117%) Jan 1<*87=1Q0 

KJTX_154.5 Fen {2-d%) Jan 1987=100 

|S*^eKriSstms&; 

Aurora Inv Trust 

100 

Avalon Oil 

90 - 25 

Avis Europe 

1314 + 3 

Bickerton 

414 

Cambridge Aiulbdy 

564 * 14 

Charlton Athletic 

604 

Close Bros Prat VCT 

95 

Diagonal 

316 + 16 

Donatanronlo 

72 

Harvey Nash 

2044 * 12 

Heal's 

2124 

Helphlre Group 

115 - 14 

Munay VCT 2(100) 

1024 

Newcastle utd 

138 - 4 

Oxford Tech venture 

95 

Pathfinder Properties 38 

Prestburv Leisure 

24 

Q Group 

1164 

Sibir Energy 

154 

Torch Hldgs 

1074 

United Overseas Grp 

61 + 1 

whitehead Mann 

1444 

world Telecom 

183 + 14 

worldsec 

177 


Blocure n/p (9) 

224 + 34 

CINeden n/p (75) 

54 - 2 

Edge Proprtes(135) 

154 

JKXoils Gas n/p (34) 7 * 2 

Partco n/p (300) 

94 ... 

SaviUe Gordon n/p (55) *« 


MAJOR CHANGES 


RISES: 


Saltire. 

.70p(+114p) 

CPL Aromas. 

. 1074p( + 10p) 

Dorfrig Kind. 

.301'4>(+24p) 

Sentry Faim. 

. 165p C+ 12'ap) 

Partly. 

. 484p{+21’7p) 

Blacks Leds . 

. 4094p( + 18p} 

AEA Tedi. 

. 479p(+12p) 

FALLS: 


Clydeport Ops .... 

. 1274p{-10p) 

Hertys. 

.479p(-27’jp) 

Jarvis ..;. 

.207'jp (-10p) 

Bodycote. 

. 750p(-17'=p) 

Natl Express . 

.536'ip (-1 Ip) 

Dixons Gp. 

.527p(-104p) 
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Tomkins 

TOMKINS suffered a lot of 
stick for using its lowly rated 
shares to acquire the Gates 
Corporation. With more 
than £500 million languish¬ 
ing in the bank, such a 
funding route looted expen¬ 
sive. It was therefore no 
surprise to find an ebullient 
Greg Hutchings, Tomkins's 
chief executive: pointing out 
that the cash pile was instru¬ 
mental in securing rapid 
agreement over the takeover 
of Slant Corporation. 

Tomkins is getting almost 
$700 million in sales for $600 
mil I i nn, and US earnings 
forecasts for the Nasdaq- 
quoted stock suggest the exit 
multiple is about 15 times. 
That should provide Tom¬ 
kins with an earnings uplift 
but the more interesting 
prospect is the expansion of 
Stant's market- Currently. 
Stant sell exclusively in the 


Prudential/JRA 

PRUDENTIAL’S deal with 
SJPC gives the giant insurer 
a punt on a go-ahead com¬ 
pany that has been adding 
new business to its books 
faster than most of the rest of 
the industry this year. Al¬ 
though small in terms of the 
Pro's life fund, the deal 
provides a window into a 
business that is worlds away 
from Pro's safe, dull, home 
service sector. 

The insurance giant is 
unlikely to see huge profits 
from JRA in the short term; 
the latter is a young company 
lacking the cashflow to pay 
out dividends. The attraction 
is the prospect of soaring 
growth over the next decade. 
JRA grew like topsy last year, 
with total new business up 39 
per cent, compared with an 
industry average of 24. 

Meanwhile, the Pro can 
take its share of the profits 
from SJPCs vulture com¬ 
pany and asset management 
arm, which each contribute 
£3 million annually. For its 


US but the international 
distribution network of 
Gates should enable it to sell 
its products overseas. 

If the deal is right, a share 
price gain ought to follow 
but with Tomkins, nothing is 
so simple. In the past, any 
gain was short lived because 
of determined selling from a 
major fund, but while the 
overhang has now disap- 


part. SJPC has simplified 
JRA’s ownership and struc¬ 
ture without the need for 
flotation, and incentivised 
JRA’s sales force with a new 
share option scheme. How¬ 
ever. the publicity surround¬ 
ing pensions mis-selling 
means the public has been 
wary of life insurers. 

Having been fined and 
publicly reprimanded by 
Lautro in 1994, JRA'S conduct 
will need to be exemplary in 
the future if it wants to 
capitalise on the upturn in 
public confidence. 

Smiths 

Industries 

SMITHS INDUSTRIES 
turned in a typically good set 
of interim results yesterday 
but, unfortunately for Sir 
Roger Hum, the chairman, 
the City is already looking for 
the next deal, and, this time, 
it expects a big one. This is 
seen as an important test of 
the mettle of Keith Butler- 
Wheelhouse, who took over 
from Sir Roger as chief execu- 


peared. the share price still 
lags the market on a forward 
multiple of 123 times earn¬ 
ings. The problem is file 
perception that Tomkins is 
hanging on to its low-growth 
businesses; there is no earth¬ 
ly reason why it should make 
lawnmowers, bicycles and 
handguns. A really opportu¬ 
nistic company shoitid be 
selling as often as it buys. 


tive last November.Now 
capitalised at £2.4 billion, 
Smiths can afford to spend 
some £500 million on its next 
purchase. At that level, busi¬ 
nesses are better known and 
more widely prized. So it be¬ 
comes much harder for 
Smiths to continue its prac¬ 
tice of making friendly take¬ 
overs of private companies at 
attractive prices. 

Size brings with it more 
risk, and these concerns could 
dog the shares. Yet trading re¬ 
mains strong in all three divi¬ 
sions, with a faster than 
expected recovery in the air¬ 
craft avionics business. Quite 
apart from sales arising from 
the rash of orders for new civil 
aircraft. Smiths is set to bene¬ 
fit from a series of military 
programmes, including the ¥- 
18 fighter in the US and the 
Hawk jet in the UK. 

Smiths will make about 
£190 million or 42p of earn¬ 
ings this year. At 785p, the 
shares are not cheap but stiU 
look a sound buy.’ j 

Edited by Carl Mortished h 


PROFITS MOTOR, BUT 
WHERE IS THE RETURN? 
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Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sen 

Vo( ' 

Long Gilt 

Jun 97 .. 

10906 

104-18 

108-31 

10904 

50608 1 

Previous open interest: ItfiW) 

Scp97 . 




108-31 

0 | 

German Govt Bond (Bund) 

Jun 97 _ 

UVLM 

10066 

10016 

10027 

213550 , 

Pievlausopcn uueresu 265334 

Sep 97 .. 

99-JO 

99.49 

99J71 

9UJ7 

'ftl ! 

Italian Govt Bond (BTP) 

Jun 97 - 

127X0 

128X8 

12X50 

127.75 

91044 

Prrrlons open Inirrar J 72357 

Sep 97 .. 

127.95 

127.72 

127A5 

127.74 

96 

Japanese Govt Bond (JGB) 

Jun 97 .. 

IZ7J\1 

127 [2 

127 no 

12! 05 

1534 


sep97 .. 

125.73 

125.78 

125.73 

125.76 

157 

Three Mth Sterling 

Jun 97 _ 

93.35 

93.40 

93J4 

93.37 

20240 

sep97 _ 

9JJM 

9J.13 

93XJ 

03X8 

27617 

Prevtons open Inicrcsh 462JU2 

Dec 97 .. 

92JU 

92.90 

9278 

02Jft 

27387 

Three Mth Euromark 

Jun 97 .. 

96.75 

96.75 

96.73 

96.73 

21406 

Previous npen inirrea: I2»in>9 

Sep 97 

9,i« 

96 u9 

9frru< 

961.7 

33534 

Three Mth Eurolira 

Jun 97 .. 

OJjJT 

93.12 

92 n 2 

03.07 

35079 

Previous open imercsn JfrM.w 

Cep 97 .. 

93.34 

91.82 

91-U 

9146 

24674 

Three Mth Euroyen 

Sep'17 - 




90 

0 


Dec 97 .. 




1912 

0 

Three Mth Euroswiss 

Jun 97 .. 

9805 

98X5 

07.94 

97.97 

32863 

Previous open Innrresi: »2fiib 

Sep 97 _ 

Wlt2 

96X2 

97.9D 

97.44 

21088 

Three Mth ECU 

Jun 97 .. 

95.K5 

95. M 

95.84 

15 J» 

945 

Previous open Imcrai: justs 

Sep97 „ 

94.78 

05X3 

05.78 

95.51 

484 

FTSE 100 

Jun 97 _ 

430dO 

4321.0 

42950 

4303.11 

13887 

Previous npm Imcrtsc 6293} 

Sep 97 .. 




4328.0 

0 


MONEYRATES (%) 


Base Rates: Clearing Banks b Finance Hw 64 


Dncovat Market Loans 

D/nlghi high: o 

Low 4 
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filed: Vh. 

Trasny Bills (Dro):Buy: 

Z mih Vn : 

3 mUi o’u. 

Sell: 2 mUi 5*» 

; 3 mth: b. 



1 mth 

2 ud* 

3 nrlh 

6 mlb 

12 mlh 

Prime Bank BUIS (Db): 
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b'w-6'. 

b'.-bV 


SterEng Money Rates: 
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bW»"« 

6'r4^ a 


Interbank: 
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b 1 **',. 

bV*"u 

bW- 

Wirb'. 

Overnight: open b. clove 

4. 
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W'vh'a 

b"irb"e 


Dollar CDs 
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Bonding Sodety CDw Wrbv 6'*4rn b'r6"u 6'rX"u 
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Ww*"., 
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■ ■ J 
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5 n «-5V 


6rS>. 

5 
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VV 

V. 
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GOLD/PRECIOUS METALS (Baird & Co) 


Bafikuc Open EUT. SO-.M7JO Gose 5347.BO-348 JO High; J34S.45-34fi.95 
Low: S 34705-347.55 AM: J34B.0D PM: J347XD 

Krugerrand: 1347U>3530Q (L2I4J5-21H2S) 

Pbtfaram: £366.75 EZS.WI Sthen I4.W (L2.N551 Palladia nr jlS7iJD (L 06.75) 

STERUNGSPOtANPFORWARD RATES : 


Mht Rates Cor April 9 

Ams t erd a m- 

Brussels- 

Copmhagfn,._ 

Dublin__ 

FranWun^— 

Lisbon.__ 

Madrid_ 

Milan—.. 

Montreal __ 

New York_ 

Oslo—.™_ 

Parts--- 

Stockholm.-.__ 

Tokyo-- 

Vienna 

Zorich——.——.. 

SumCnd 


Range 
3.1316-3.1411 
S7.430-57A20 
10JW7-1O638 
14475-1.0518 
17848-17938 
7WJ6-2HJ.18 
235.17-235.77 
2750.7-2754.0 
22477-12538 
IX2K-1A24B 
11.262*11.334 
OJMMJ077 
12.448-11404 
20508-205.73 
14.506-151X57 
1388313938 


3.I37R-3.14H 
57^61-57X12 
10X29-10X38 
IJH75-IJWJ5 
17902-17928 
270.71-28004 
235-52-235.74 
27.S3,7-2757.4 
225J6-12538 


V'rnr 
Ib-Iipr 
Vipr 
7-3pr 
‘-'*pr 
Vais 
!5-3pr 
21-3KU 
a58<L53pr 


2 l r2l 

47-4C 

Vi 

2Z-H 


A7-V 

-- 1.30-1 JXi 

1X228-1.6238 a7S2fl.5apr 0243021; 

II. 319-11234 V«pr V 

9J887X.3977 . 2V2'Xf 7 , i-6 ! 

11484-12.400 4-i.pr V 

ZBJMO&Si l-=.pr >2- 

10X36-19X57 V.pr l*rl' 

13000-13438 V.pr 2- r 2' 

Premium - pr. Discount • 


DOLLAR RATES : : 


Austria- 

. 12X9-12.10 

Belgium (Com)...- . 

.. 35.44-35.45 

Canada ..... 

IJ875-I.AB*® 





Germany.. 

I.7175-I.7IS5 

HonK Kong -- 

7.74«37.749C 

'nsand - 

tS4#3-IJSlJ0 

Italy .. 

lu«7.1-1097.6 

Japan —-............. 

126.41-126.51 

MuLiy-slo .. 

2.5037-2-5044 

Nrtherlandi ---- 

1.9.310-1.9 3 3Q 

Norway ...»... 

6 95+9-6.9548 

Porlu>3il..... 

I72-1H72.30 

Singapore ---- 

1.4405-1.44 IS 

Spain .... 

1454)4-145.14 

Sweden . 

7AW>2-7.t/>37 

Swtfxvrland.. 

1.4720-1.47A) 


OTHER STERLING 


Arvemlna peso- . 1.6230-1.6257 

Australia dollar_.... 11773 1-237750 

Bahrain dinar .....- atAHiblk 

Brazil real*- I.7I66-I.72I0 

China yuan - I3.31-1JX1 

Cyprus pound-0 jj2I5h3X3I5 

Finland markka-sjw-B.Vil 

Greece drachma ..47S.O-M2X 

Htmts KonK dollar ..—. 12.57 35-12.5628 

India rupee ...._-..... 57.84-58X0 


Indonesia rupiah ...... 

Kuwait dinar KD ... 


3874-0-3942X 

awaw 


Malaysia rtn«!h-4j«i30-l.0uft6 

New Zealand dollar_ 22380-2.3411 

Pakistan rupee .... m_ 65 Buy 

Saudi Arabia rlyal- 5X50-5.974 

Singapore dollar-13379-2,3403 

S Alrica rand (com)...»_7.150-7252 

UAEdirham__ s.9025-60265 

Barclays Bank GTS ■ Uoydx Bank 


FTSE VOLUMES 


3f 

713 

ASDA Gp 

7X00 

Abbey MU 
Allied Dam 

3.400 

1 JOB 

aB Foods 

564 

BAA 

3.100 

BAT lnd.5 

2.90D 

BG 

20X00 

BOC 

i50O 

BP 

4.100 


5-300 

21.700 

BT 

14-300 

Bkotscni 

4M0 

Barclays 

I.ROO 

Bass 

IJ0O 

Blue Circle 

644 

Boots 

2,100 

BAC 

908 

BA 

2JKXI 

British Land ass 

Brit steel 

4.700 

Burmah Cstl 1JM0 

Bun on 

5X00 

cable wi w 

2X00 

Cadbury 

5,000 

carl ion Cm* <M4 

cemricj 

11,7100 

Cm union 

1300 

Dixons 

3/m 

EMI 

569 

EnnvyCp 

IJfflU 

Eniernr oil 

32X30 

GKN 

.372 

GRE 

1.700 

GUS 

1-200 

Gen Are 

495 

Gen Elec 

8.100 

Glam Well 

3.700 

Granada 

1.900 

Grand M« 

Sxflo 

Guinness 

iooo 

HSBC 

tstn 

Hanson 

52XD 

Hays 

1.100 

ICI 

1J0D 

impTQb 

1.100 

Kingfisher 

2X00 

USMO 

1.503 

Lad broke 



Hand Sets 

760 

Leiail&Gn 

1J00- 

Uoyds TSB 

7,900 

LucasVarliy 

MOO 

Marks Spr 

1,800 

Mercury Asset 399 

NniWsI Bk 

1300 

Nai Grid 

wmo 

Nai Power 

3JOO 

Next 

1.200 

Orange 

3,000 

P« O 

707 

Pei non . 

1.300 

PnwerGen 

1/100 

JTudemlal 

1.400 

RMC 

682 

RTZ 

2.700 

RaUrrock 


Rank Group 3X00 

RKkitt Col 

2.100 

Reed Inti 

1.100 

Rentokil Ini 4.900 

Rcuicra 

2.100 

Rolls Royce 

4,700 

Royal 4 Sun 4J00 
ROwilBkSU 2Jao 

Safeway 

2.10D 

sains bury 

IJOO 

Sdiroden 

IR2 

Scot & New 

443 

Scot Power 

1.400 

svm Treni 

IJOO 

SMI Trans 

°J00 

Slebe 

1.800 

SmKJ Bch 

3400 

smith Nph 

5,500 

Smiths lnds 2.400 

Sid chRrtd 

12)00 

T1 Gp 

224 

Tote & Lyle 

1.100 

Tcsco 

5JXM 

Thames w 

700 

Tomkins 

?.3m 

Unilever 

2.900 

Utd Utilities 

488 

Uid News 

1.700 

Vodafone 

2-300 

Whitbread 

298 

Wolseley 

297 

Zeneca 

I4W0 
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Air Prod • diem W 68 
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Bamed Banks tr. 47-. 
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Bdsiol styr. sq op, 02 

Brownlnji Ferris 3 v , *gs 

Brunswick 2T. 2ft 

Burfl mban Nlbn 74‘. 135 
CMS Energy Cwp 315 31’. 
CJtA Financial iter. lor. 

cpc mu g>. sa, 

CSX 44*. 44 1 - 

CamphdJ Soap 47 . 475 
cra Padtle 24 24 

caroUna Pwr w. jy, 

Caterpillar Tas rr. 

Ceninl A sw ls>. |y, 

champion mn 44 '. 4t 

Chase Manlut or. ow, 

chevron Corp 655 US', 

ttraler vr. rr. 

Chubb Carp 54 54 

anna Corp I4T. 1475 

Wlcoip US 1145 

ciimx no no', 

£wwal corp 4S 1 . 455 

Coca enu sw. sw. 

Cop Cola Era u sr, 

ColBOlHWin 100 '. |0|'i 

ColtunMa Cb W'. 5B 

cn ntmU laHCA is. jj'i 

Compaq Camp 80 70 

Comp ASS Ini 405 455 

Conapm 5.T, jj 

Cornel , lift 111 '- 

Cons Edison 2 x 5 2S 1 ! 

Cons Mar cm 505 50 

Cooper indi 435 475 

Coibchs 50 5 ty, 

Ctonlng Inc 445 445 

Crown Com 54 -, M -, 

Dana Curp j 25 jj-. 

Paym i Hmtcon 435 42’, 

™ 44 4 J", 

Delta Air uno m 

Delura Cnrp jr. 315 

Equip 2 W. 2 ty. 

Dihani Dept 54 xr. «r, 

DlHKT matt} 73'. 7} . 

Dominion Res 345 345 

2*™*i*y«« X7. jr, 

Dover corp « 

Don Onnfcal sr. 190 

Doa Jones . «n 4ff, 
Diwcr vr. vr. 

Duke Power 475 4ft 

Dim A BRUIM. 2*5 ». 

Dv Pom 105', 1055 

Faoman Own 52*. sx, 

Eastman Kodak 7T. -y, 
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Elect Data sys 40 3ft 
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nun Flnl Grp » ■ S*. 
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Den Efcnrlc 102 tor. 
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till DOW 20*. 2P, 
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I s " „ 137 1365 
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MJcnuon v, (85 
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Had Semtar ind 4 a. 4ff. 
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vr Time A 445 44 

rrewTHooi Mne 395 yr, 
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Mourn i C: w, 
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Kodnlk Sthrn sr. 8b . 

NUm Sta*e Pwr 465 46 
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NplMt Ctlip 45>| 4S% 

OaWcma] ta 23-< » 

Ohio cdbun gp. 7p, 
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PHH carp . *5. JJ 
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Pac EnterprtKJ W J"' 
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Pemuoll 4F. ■» 

PepsiCo - 3T- p 

Pftwr tP. * 

Plwrra A Urtbn »■ 

Phelps Dodge 715 

Philip Monts . ll« lift 
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Polaroid 3ft ,■*? 
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SBC Commi »■ Jf 
Safeco Corp ' 3» 

SI PwjII cos F 

Solo moo 
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schlumbeiger 
Seagram ? iL 

Sean RoebutK 5P' ®1‘ 

SMI Tnuu . ‘J/ 
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ssssjr 1 
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Stanley Wmta 37 JjJj 
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TCC 10dl ft .V 
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Tnyi R Ui S 

Tretaonwftea Wi *• 
TTWHn . » JT 

£ i 
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UAi 3; 

us ind* JJ re! 
us west comm »5 £■ 
us Med» IT. ‘ft 
usAlrways Group g5 & 

USX Marathon 

untom fj* , 1 ., 

Unfkwr W 
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Foulston: burger solution 

Heath defects 

GARY HEATH, bead of 
the IFA Assodatioa has 
switched his political alle¬ 
giance to Tony Blair. Hav¬ 
ing sorved as a Conservat¬ 
ive councillor in Bucking¬ 
hamshire from 1989 to 1993, 
Heath is backing Labour's 
proposal to create a super- 
SIB by merging the PIA. 
imm. and the SFA. “I will 
back anyone who will give 
constructive change that 
will help decent people 
running decent businesses. 
If that meant voting for the 
Monster Raving Loony 
Party, 1 would vote for 
them," he says. 

l imi ted welcome 

GOOD news for accoun¬ 
tants who complain that 
politicians never take them 
seriously enough. The In¬ 
stitute of Chartered Ac¬ 
countants was rather 
startled to find that its 
Great Hall at Moorgale 
Place, has been booked by 
the Labour Party for tomor¬ 
row's launch of its Business 
Manifesto. Tony Blair ran 
expect to find insistent pm- 
striped gents tugging gent¬ 
ly at his elbow, asking for a 
quiet word about reform¬ 
ing the rules on the limita¬ 
tion of partners’ liability. 

AFTER valiant efforts to 
clean up its root image 
and let globetrotting 
fraudsters know that they 
are no longer welcome to 
launder or hide their Ul- 
goften gains in the Cay¬ 
mans, the Islands 
Government has had to 
put the opening of ^ own 
stack exchange on hold. No 
listings have been secured. 


M ost of the poorest adults in society 
are over 65. Most of them have to 
rely on the basic state pension. 
They were in low-paid jobs with no pension, 
or moved around with bouts of unemploy¬ 
ment in between, or worked for themselves 
and could not afford to save money outside 
the business. Many were just loo busy 
looking after a family to be in the official 
workforce. All these once shrinking groups 
are now growing again. Meanwhile, the 
basic state pension has been shrinking 
relative to national income for 16 years. 

No wonder means-tested benefits are 
mushrooming, even though an estimated 
600,000 pensioners do not claim their full 
entitlement No wonder the main parties are 
worried about the state eami ngs-related 
pensions scheme, which was unibrgiveabiy 
introduced on a unfunded basis. Serps is 
now starting to cost burgeoning billions 
with a dwindling rate of new contributions 
to match them. No wonder that both Tories 
and Labour want to help, persuade or 
dragoon more unprovided people into some 
form of privately-funded secondary pension. 

To that extent, a consensus exists around 
ideas that the National Association of 
Pension Funds helped to develop. Policies 
recently diverged. Peter Lilley, Social Security 
Secretary, came up with Basic Pension Plus 
too late for Labour to respond. Common 
ground remains. No one seems quite to have 
cracked the issue. And either party seems 
liable to damage existing private pension and 
savings schemes by mistake. 

The critical area is secondary pensions for 
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Sleepless 

partner 

PUTTING the finishing 
touches to the deal that 
gave Prudential a stake of 
almost 30 per cent in St 
lames* Place Capital, left 
Sir Mark Weinberg with 
only 55 minutes sleep on 
Tuesday. What's more, 
Prudential's bid for Scott¬ 
ish Amicable delayed the 
announcement of Sr James’ 
Place Capital’s nine-month 
results by almost a week. 

Counting votes 

NEIL SHERLOCK, direc¬ 
tor of internal communica¬ 
tions at KPMG, has packed 
away his beans while he 
campaigns for support as 
the Liberal Democrat can¬ 
didate for South West 
Surrey. “I’m going to top¬ 
ple Virginia BottomJey.” 
boasts the 33-year-old opti¬ 
mist who secured 20,000 
votes at the last election. A 
former president of the 
Oxford Union, Sherlock 
beat stiff competition from 
rival Boris Johnson, Tory 
candidate for South Clwyd, 
to win the student post in 
1985. “I see that as a good 
omen.*' he says. 

Racing hunger 

IN HER bid to boost 
Brands Hatch, Nicola 
Foulston is heading for the 
kitchens at the motor rac¬ 
ing circuit. The 29yearold 
chief executive has been 
driven to distraction by 
fans who. armed with 
flasks and sandwiches, are 
not paying a penny to the 
circuit's caterers. Solution: 
the Hatchburger — a lip- 
smacking themed alterna¬ 
tive to be launched next 
month. And now the medi¬ 
eval village of Brands 
Hatch has finally disap¬ 
peared. the resourceful 
Miss Foulston has the 
trademark rights to the 
brand name, which will be 
emblazoned on the bur¬ 
gers* wrappers. 


Parties hunt for the pensions 
golden goose, then kill it 


the lower paid. As many learnt to their cost, 
individually tailored personal pensions are 
just too expensive. Replacing Serps with 
something better requires some simple. Iow- 
cost alternative to personal pensions with 
some choice of provider. 

Within an eclectic menu of savings 
schemes, Labour opts for the "stakeholder’’ 
pension. This might be organised on a 
standard basis by big insurance companies, 
affinity groups or friendly societies (proba¬ 
bly trade unions) or via industry-wide 
schemes such as those being developed for 
Unity Trust Bank. So far, however. Labour 
assumes that the minimum contribution 
need be no more than the full rebate of 
National Insurance contributions for con¬ 
tracting out of Serps, [ess than 5 per cent of 
income. Anything else must be voluntary. 

Mr Lilley spent a lot of time on similar 
ideas and could not make the economics 
work. That is why he dreamt up the more 
drastic notion of converting the basic 
pension into a privately funded scheme as 
well. Adding the two together gives enough 
cash to keep percentage costs low and, 
eventually, yield a higher base pension. 

Basic Pension Plus involves so drastic a 




change that it would not help anyone 
drawing a pension for nearly 50 years. To 
fund the transition, today’s sdhookhfldren 
would lose tax relief on all pension 
contributions, removing much of the incen¬ 
tive to channel any further savings into 
infle ible pensions fimds. Privatising the 
basic pension would also require the State to 
help those who could not afford contribu¬ 
tions. Means-tested benefits will be boosted 
again. Inevitably, more working-age folk 
will become enmeshed in the benefit trap. 

The Tory scheme could, on present 


policies, eventually provide a bigger pension 
for have-nots than Labour’s stakeholder 
plan. Either still looks inadequate on its 
own. Saving less than 5 per cent of income 
will not keep people at a decent standard m 
retirement. A minimum is 10 per cent. 

People need some help on die basic state 
pension, at least for the next 60 years. Now 
that the “demographic timebomb’’ has been 
exposed as a hoax, it is dear that the am of 
the basic state pension will fall as a percent¬ 
age of national income more or less continu¬ 
ously over die next 50 years if it is indexed 
only to prices. If the basic pension budget 
was kept at its reduced level of about 4 per 
cent of national income; the pension would 
rise steadily in real terms, although not as 
fast as earnings. Labour has avoided any 
such commitment presumably because, tike 
die Tories, it wants to raid the basic pension 
to meet the unfunded Serps burden. 

The second essential is to avoid damaging 
successful existing occupational pensions 
and savings schemes such as personal 
equity plans. The Tories rightly crow that 
that the envious rest of the EU together 
cannot match Britain's £650 billion invested 
pension funds. Only a fool imagines that 
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this success had nothing do with a kindly 1 
pension tax regime. Government will inter¬ 
fere with it at our peril. 

labour is expected to attack the dividend 
privileges of pension funds, charities and 
Peps as a conveniently "hidden” tax worth a 
gross £8 billion a year. The tax may be 
hidden, but the results are dear. The retire¬ 
ment income people earn by saving in per¬ 
sonal pensions, money-purchase occupa¬ 
tional schemes or Labour's stakeholder 
scheme would be cut. Employees in final 
salary schemes might be all right, if employe 
ers stump up the extra funding needed. If 
they do, under the tougher solvency provi¬ 
sions of the Pensions Act 1995 the net rax 
gain from pension funds might be zero. 
More likely, more employers will join the 
drift to cheap defined contribution schemes 
that will deliver much lower pensions. 

Limiting or abolishing contribution relief, 
as under Basic Pension Plus, looks equally 
ill-advised. These reliefs are not just 
incentives to save. They boost returns. If 
reliefs are cut, ordinary people’s pensions 
will eventually be cut. 

If more people are to earn decent 
Secondary pensions, reliefs must not be 
watered down, either far fiscal logic or short¬ 
term Treasury greed. To minimise compul¬ 
sion, politicians must trust people to save as 
they will and as they can in more flexible 
schemes such as Peps and. one hopes. 
Labour's Individual Savings Account If 
politicians try hard yet find solutions so 
elusive, they had better trust market forces 
more. 


Christine Buckley looks at the practicalities of setting the utilities levy 
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P rivately, some anxious 
Tories representing 
marginal constituen¬ 
cies have been criticis¬ 
ing utilities for being wimpish. 
These Conservatives are in¬ 
censed thar companies are 
apparently prepared to give in 
so easily to a windfall tax. One 
gave a verbal battering to a 
generator, incredulous that it 
was not shouting from the 
rooftops its opposition to a tax 
that would wipe millions from 
profits. 

Most utilities have indeed 
been curiously quiet, although 
the Conservatives would wel¬ 
come as a political filip a 
threatened wholesale rebellion 
from file utilities. But it will not 
happen before the election and 
is unlikely afterwards in the 
face of a Labour government. 

While a legal challenge is not 
out of the question, the majority 
of companies are certain to • 
think seriously about the impli¬ 
cations of such action. This, as 
the Institute of Fiscal Studies 
pointed out yesterday, is osten¬ 
sibly a politically palatable tax 
with less sound economic foun¬ 
dations. Any challenge, per¬ 
haps by utilities with US 
owners, would risk the wrath 
of a new government that could 
impose far harsher regulation 
than presently being consid¬ 
ered. There is more appetite in 
the boardrooms for instant 
pain through the windfall tax 
than longer-term suffering 
throu|h tougher regulation. As 
Labour has declared the tax to 
be a one-off the companies 
should that be able to shape 
investment and operations 
without too much uncertainty. 

Labour can score easy polit¬ 
ical points by turning die screw 
on utilities which have earned 
public contempt because of 
high levels of executive pay. 
profits and dividends. The con¬ 
tempt for some, notably water 
companies, extends to their 
reputation for wasted resources 
and poor service: Tougher reg¬ 
ulatory regimes seem certain, 
but if companies squeal against 
the windfall levy, the curbs 
could well be harsher. 

How the windfall tax wifi 
shape up for the companies is 
almost anyone's guess except 
Gordon Brown’s at present 
There are growing expectations 
that the tax may be pitched at 
the lower end of City estimates. 


It could be no more than about 
E3 billion as opposed to the £5 
billion and even £10 billion 
toured around over the past 
year or so. But there are few 
pointers as to which companies 
will be included. The more 
Labour has said about the 
possible remit, the less clear the 
picture is. What started our as 
the Utilities Monopoly Levy, in 
the Shadow Treasury's work¬ 
ing notes, and was widely per¬ 
ceived as a tax on the electricity, 
gas and water companies has 
undoubtedly expanded. 

As the 1FS found in yester¬ 
day’s analysis of the likely 
impact of the windfall tax and 
the way in which it might be 
applied, the unknown factors 
are immense. Tipping the tax 
application one way or another 
is of crucial importance to the 
companies, their investors, the 
people they employ and possi¬ 
bly to consumers through price 
pressures. 

The rationale for the tax is 
that assets were sold too cheap¬ 
ly tty the Government and 
utilities have enjoyed excessive 
profits through monopoly pos¬ 
itions. Favourable regulation 
has helped, as have cost effi¬ 
ciencies which have proved 
much greater than first 
Imagined. 

But the experience of com¬ 
panies and industries varies. 
Herein lies the challenge of 
drafting a tax to apply across a 
broad range of utilries, how¬ 
ever they may be categorised, 
and any other privatised com¬ 
panies to be affected. 

Mr Brown, the Shadow 
Chancellor, has refused to be 
drawn on the definition of a 
utility. Generally a public utili¬ 
ty is taken to mean a service 
provided far public use such as 
power, water, transport and 
telecommunications. Indica¬ 
tions are that the net may be 
cast wide. It could include BT, 
British Airways, British Air¬ 
ports Authority and a number 
of other companies who would 
argue strongly that they oper¬ 
ate in internationally competi¬ 
tive environments and there¬ 
fore should be immune from 
the tax. 

The wider the remit, the less 
the burden on individual com¬ 
panies. But the wider the remit, 
the more difficult the case 
would seem to be against 
individual companies. The 
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ESTIMATED DISTRIBUTION OF A WINDFALL LEVY 


in terms of profits and share 
price against other large com¬ 
panies. Recent research for the 
Trade and Industry Select 
Committee investigation into 
energy regulation by the Centre 
for Regulated Industries pro¬ 
vided benchmark comparisons 
showing out performance by 
the utility companies. Other 
studies, such as one presented 
to the Royal Economic Society 
last month on the performance 
of the regional electricity com¬ 
panies have described profits 
as “abnormally high". 


T he decision on which 
companies to hir will 
come from the Trea¬ 
sury with little input 
likely from other departments. 
So far, amid internal conflict 
over the tax. Mr Brawn has 
resisted attempts by some divi¬ 
sions of the party to help to 
shape implementation of the 
levy. A plan to involve the 
utilities tn regional develop¬ 
ment through the tax sculpted 
Ity Richard Cabom and backed 
by John Prescott was squashed 
by Mr Brown. It is possible that 
such a devolved programme 
for the levy will resurface with 
supporters arguing that the 
utilities, as large employers, 
would be useful if they were 
involved in programmes of 
regional regeneration. They 
would fund local jobs with their 
own contributions to the wind¬ 
fall tax with possible incentives 
to create employment offered 
through investment partner¬ 
ships with government. 

Labour’s trade and industry 
department is thought to have 
had tittle involvement in con¬ 
sultations over the tax. Kim 
Howells, a frontbench spokes¬ 
man on trade and industry, lasr 
year caused controversy when 
he indicated that the tax could 
damage the competitiveness of 
companies that pay it 
Such arguments, which are 
bound to be reinforced by the 
industry, could influence a 
Labour chancellor to spread 
the tax more thinly among 
more companies. One thing 
that is certain about the tax is 
that it will be imposed quickly 
— as soon as the first Budget 
allows — so that the job 
creation exercise that it is 
intended to fund may begin. By 
June, if the government 
changes, all should be clear. 


companies p-= 


H Regional m mmm 

electricity Generators Other 


companies 1 


TOTAL SALES 
(1995) 


— 11 % 


EXCESS SHAREHOLDER 
RETURNS 




PRE-TAX PROFITS 
(1991-35) 

61*. ,— 7% 
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widest remit could encompass 
all privatised businesses sold 
by die Government for less 
than they have proved worth — 
ie. all privatised businesses. 
But those operating in a vigor¬ 
ously competitive arena, such 
as telecoms, will argue that 
their circumstances are not 
comparable with electricity and 
water companies, which enjoy 
regional monopolies. 

One possible definition is all 
businesses that are regulated. 
This would indude many com¬ 
panies that have given share¬ 
holders bumper benefits at the 
expense of consumers. Mr 
Brown has pointed Co the tax 
covering companies privatised 
since 1979 that are licensed and 
subject to regulation. A levy on 
regulated companies would 
bring in BT, but would exclude 
the large electricity generators. 
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which operate in a competitive 
environment, however widely 
criticised that area is, and are 
not regulated. But the exclusion 
of National Power and Power- 
Gen from a windfall tax, when 
each has returned £1 billion to 
shareholders, would not seem 
equitable. 



T he ability of com¬ 
panies to pay the tax 
and estimates of the 
amount they should 
pay are as sensitive a calcula¬ 
tion as the roll call of who 
should pay. For the companies 
it is of vital Importance because 
different bases for establishing 
a levy make for different 
amounts of tax to be paid. 

The basis of the tax could be 
set in four mam ways — on the 
sales of the companies; on what 
are judged to be excess share¬ 


holder returns compared with 
other measures of share perfor¬ 
mance; on pre-tax profit; or on 
what is judged to be excess pre¬ 
tax profit viewed against com¬ 
parable companies. 

A tax based almost exclusive¬ 
ly on sales lacks sophistication 
and would take no account of 
the excess profits that Labouris 
keen to penalise. A share price 
evaluation may grasp more of 
the cwtperformance of util ties 
but while their share prices 
have leapt ahead of compara¬ 
ble companies, a calculation of 
a tax on share price would be 
unique and of questionable 
meriL It would also be a victim 
of its own effect because the 
share prices of utilities now 
factor in the impact of a 
windfall tax and are therefore 
lower than they might other¬ 
wise have been. The levy is 


more likely to be linked to 
profits. Again this is open to 
considerable interpretation. It 
would be anomalous to fix the 
levy in accordance with corpo¬ 
ration tax paid because the 
water companies have paid 
much less corporation tax 
than other utilities or 
privatised businesses. Rather, 
Labour must seek, to deter¬ 
mine some measure of excess 
profits above what might be 
reasonable. This is where 
benchmarking will compare 
other large companies and 
regulated industries overseas. 

Labour will have compared 
the performance of the British 
utilities with those in Europe 
and the United States. Apart 
born its own calculations the 
party will draw on a range of 
studies pitching the perfor¬ 
mance of the privatised utilities 


Fading fame of a management ‘guru’ 


3 PRESTON 


T he ideas that companies should 
be close to their customers and 
should stick to the business they 
are good at are so central to the basic 
managerial tool kit today that they 
appear trite. It is hard to remember ir is 
only in the last IS years that they have 
become so widely accepted. 

Staying close to customers and 
sticking to the knitting were two of 
eight managerial principles laid down 
by Tom Peters and Robert Waterman 
in their 1982 book, In Search of 
Excellence. The book has gone on to 
sell nearly 6 million copies. 

Its success turned Peters from 
McKinsey consultant into the world’s 
first management “guru”. His weekly 
column ran for ten years and was 
syndicated to 110 newspapers, even 
reaching India and Korea. He can 
charge 195.000 a day for his seminars 
($65,000 in the US), and gives 75 a year. 

Yet. as Smart Crainer's biography 
shows. Fteters’ research methods are 
questionable and his Thinking” has 
become increasingly incoherent. Cast¬ 
ing himself as a rebel. Peters has 
turned to gimmicks to make an impact 
On the cover of one recent book (sub¬ 
titled Crazy Times call for Cncy 
Organizations), Peters is pictured 
wearing orange shorts. One of fas 
columns fatuously claimed that “a man 
with a tie is mentally constipated”, 
while a recent presentation slide reads: 
Excellence! 

Pretzel Crumb-less-ness 
+ WOW! 
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Tom Peters, whose reputation is called into question in a new biography 


Crainer observes that fun has taken 
over, and it is difficult to find anyone 
with a good word to say about Peters' 
most recent books. Moreover, even the 
merit of Search is open to serious 
question. Crainer writes; “In Search of 
Excellence was narrow in perspective; 
often strikingly banal in its insights; 
contradictory in its selection process; 
nationalistic; and wrinen by two 
unknown management consultants.” 

Why, then, was it such a success? 
The answer, as Peters has acknowl¬ 
edged, is down to luck and impeccable 
riming. The book appeared when the 
US economy was in the depths of 
recession. Yet instead of trumpeting 
the triumphs of Japanese manage¬ 
ment, as was then the vogue, Perers 


and Waterman celebrated the success 
of “excellent’' American corporations. 

Nemesis came swiftly. Peters' excel¬ 
lent companies — including Hewlett- 
Packard. Disney and Digital 
Equipment — were soon in trouble, 
and one of them. -IBM, went on to 
suffer some of the worst losses in 
corporate history. Peters admits; “In 
Search of Excellence's eight principles 
have survived intact — just the com¬ 
panies haven’t." 

Despite the serious flaws of I987's 
Thriving on Chaos ftrue to its title", 
says Crainer) and 1992*5 Liberation 
Management (“gushingly anecdotal 
jand] largely unreadable^), Peters re¬ 
tained his sense of timing and his 
antennae for rhe spirit of the age. He 


can take credit for helping to focus 
managers' minds on the need for 
continuous change and improvement. 
Pfeters is best regarded as a 
popularises catalyst and motivator. 

Gratifyingingly for those who enjoy 
their prejudices, Peters is better at 
telling people how to run their busi¬ 
nesses than at managing his own. His 
attempts to build a consultancy busi¬ 
ness on the back of his success have 
failed. Crainer says Peters’ company 
falls short of the customer service 
standards that he demands of others — 
even failing to return telephone calls. 

Crainer has written a readable 
account of Peters’ career, divided into 
bite-size sections and leavened with dry 
wit. After quoting Peters’ bizarre 
analogy between ms writing career 
and anal-retentiveness. Crainer says 
(of the "complete loosening" that 
produced Liberation Management ): 
“Briers’ anal metaphor is open to 

misinterpretation.” 

Crainer steers dear of Peters’ person¬ 
al life, his four wives and his time in 
therapy. Perhaps for this reason, a 
feeling for Peters' charisma and force¬ 
ful personality remains elusive. Still, 
the book is well worth reading before 
going to see Peters on his next visit to 
London — and much better value, too. 
□ Corporate Man to Corporate 
Skunk: The Tom Peters Phenomenon. 
by Stuart Crainer: Capstone £18.99. is 
published on April 18. 

Paul Durman 


E^K®I^BKMIAND!® BEMXX3NGS TRUST N.V. 
(Engfirfi and Dutch Investment Dust) 

Ksiahikh pH in A mctm fam 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General Meeting of 
Shareholders will be held on Thursday 24 April 1997 at 10.00 hoars at 
the Le Meridiem Apollo HoteL Apollolaan 2, Amsterdam. 

Shareholders wishing to attend the General Meeting of the Company 
most deposit their shares not less than seven days before the Meeting 
with Staal Bankiers N.V., Lange Houisuaai 8. 2501 CH Den Haag or 
with Royal Exchange Assurance. I5S Bisbopsgate, London EC2M 3TG. 
A deposit certificate will be issued lo such shareholders which, open 
surrender, will entitle them to vote at the Meeting. 

Holders of shares registered with (he Company in its Shareholders' 
Register must inform the Board of Managing Direct ore in writing at 
least four days prior to the Meeting that they intend to attend ihe 
Meeting in person or by proxy. 

Holders of Participation Certificates issued by Royal Exchange 
Assurance who wish to attend and vote at the Meeting must contact the 
Trustee Department of Royal Exchange Assurance, 155 Bishops gale. 
London EC2M 3TG at least ten days before the Meeting. 

Royal Exchange Assurance is prepared to issue a power of attorney for 
the same number of shares beid in trust as the Certificateholders shall 
have deposited with Royal Exchange Assurance. 

Copies of the Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 
December 1996 and of the Resolutions to be put before the Meeting 
will be available at the offices of the company. 

At the meeting a proposal of the meeting of holders of priority shares 
will be put forward, to approve an amendment of the company’s 
articles of association (i.e. an increase of the company's authorized 
share capital). A copy of the proposal including the verbatim text of the 
proposed amendment is deposited until the end of the meeting at the 
offices of the company for inspection by the shareholders and holders 
of depositary receipts and is available free of charge to shareholders 
and holders of depositary receipts. 


Board of Management 
Engets-HoUaodse Be leggings Trust N.V. 

Wassenaar, 10 April 1997 


Office address: 

Rust en Vreugdlaan 2 
2243 AS Wassenaar 
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30 BUSINESS NEWS/ACCOUNTANCY 


Australia 
lifts bank 
takeover 
controls 

From Rachel Bridge 
IN SYDNEY 


AUSTRALIA is to remove 
restrictions that prevent 
foreign companies from 
taking over domestic 
banks, it was announced 
yesterday. 

Delivering the Govern¬ 
ment's response to the 
seven-month inquiry into 
the sector, known as the 
Wallis report Peter Costel¬ 
lo, the Treasurer, said: 
“The Government has de¬ 
cided to remove the former 
government's blanket pro¬ 
hibition on a foreign take¬ 
over of any of the major 
banks." 

The "six pillars" policy 
had prevented mergers be¬ 
tween Australia's big four 
banks — ANZ, West pa c. 
National Australia Bank 
and Commonwealth Bank 
— and the two largest 
pension and life insurance 
groups. Australian Mutu¬ 
al Provident Society and 
National Mutual. 

Banking analysts said 
yesterday that the move 
was good news for Uoyds 
TSB, HSBC Holdings, 
and ABN Amro and ING, 
the Dutch banks, which 
are all believed to be keen 
to expand their presence in 
Australia. 

However. Mr Costello 
said that the Government 
would retain the power of 
veto over any foreign bank 
takeover, saying that any 
large-scale transfer of 
ownership into foreign 
hands would be contrary 
to the national interest 

The Government also 
scuppered hopes of a con¬ 
solidation of the Austra¬ 
lian banking sector by 
prohibiting mergers be¬ 
tween the four biggest 
banks until there was 
more competition within 
the industry. 

Shares of ANZ and 
Westpac, which had been 
seen as bid targets from 
National Australia Bank, 
fell, while shares in Nat¬ 
ional Australia Bank and 
foe Commonwealth Bank 
both rose. 

Analysts believe that the 
Government will now ap¬ 
prove Westpac’s recently 
proposed A$1.4 billion 
(£674 million) takeover of 
the Bank of Melbourne, a 
regional bank. 



Lawrence Ward, left who has been appointed chief executive of Martin International, with Samuel Ling yesterday 


Supplier to 
M&S plans 
China move 

By Chris Ayres 

SAMUEL LING, a director 
and major investor in Martin 
International, which makes 
underwear and leisurewear 
for Marks and Spencer, is 
investing $4 million of his own 
money in the group to develop 
a new factory in China. 

The factory will supply 
women's underwear to M&S 
stores in the Far East. Mr 
Ling, who owns nearly 10 per 
cent of the company, will 
subscribe for redeemable pref¬ 
erence shares with detachable 
warrants, giving him die right 
to subscribe for ordinary 
shares. 

Mr Ling's investment coin¬ 
cides with a significant turn- 
round in Martin Internation¬ 
al's fortunes. Yesterday the 
group reported pre-tax profits 
of E1.25 million for the year to 
December 31. compared with 
a loss of £1.77 million in the 
preceding year. 

Sales were up 23 per cent, 
from £902 million to £111 
million, and earnings per 
share were 2-2p, against losses 
of 6_Ip. An unchanged final 
dividend of 0.65p, due on July 
1. maintains the total at Up. 
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Procter & Gamble to pay $1.8bn 
for world-leading Tambrands 


From Richard Thomson in new York 


PROCTER & GAMBLE, the 
hygiene and household goods 
group, is making its largest 
purchase having agreed to buy 
Tambrands, maker of Tampax 
tampons, for $1.8 billion. • 
P&G is paying $50 a share 
for the company. Its only prod¬ 
uct is Tampax which it began 
marketing in the 1930s. It is 
still the world leader with 40 
per cent of the tampan market 


P&G said it planned to expand 
the business with broader re¬ 
tail marketing, particularly in 
areas of the world where it 
currently sells in small am¬ 
ounts but which have the 
largest growth potential. 

About 90 per cent of Tam- 
brands’s sales are in Europe 
and North America, although 
Tampax is marketed in more 
than 150 countries. P&G al¬ 


ready has market-leading san¬ 
itary pads and other feminine 
protection products. 

Controversy already surr¬ 
ounds the deal with allega¬ 
tions of insider trading circul¬ 
ating in some quarters. The 
New York Stock Exchange has 
contacted Tambrands about a 
surge in trading in its shares 
over the past few days. 

P&G tried to keep the talks 


secret, but rumours of an im¬ 
minent takeover of Tam¬ 
brands swept the market last 
week. Trading in the compa¬ 
ny's options has been usually 
heavy on the Chicago Board 
Options Exchange in the past 
few days. Trading was also 
intense on the New York Stock 
Exchange where Tambrands 
shares rose $3 to more than 
$46 since last week. The surge 


Ionica plans 600 service centre jobs 


By Eric Reguly 


IONICA, the wireless telepho¬ 
ny company, is to create 600 
jobs at a new service centre in 
Birmingham. The rite will 
help to support the planned 
roll-out of commercial opera¬ 
tions across foe country. 

Tbe centre is to open in foe 
summer and will provide mar¬ 
keting and billing services. 


Ionica has another service site 
in Cambridge, employing 700. 

Announcement of the 
Birmingham centre comes a 
month after Ionica raised £215 
million in debt and private 
equity to finance expansion. 

Hie City expects Ionica, 
whose shareholders include 
Yorkshire Electricity, Northern 


Electric and Morgan Stanley, 
the US investment bank, to 
float later this year. The origi¬ 
nal business plan envisaged 
flotation by the end of 1995, 
but commerical operations 
began later than expkted. 

Ionica said that it plans to 
cover 80 per cent of homes in 
the UK, excluding Scotland, 


by 2002. Service began in 
eastern England, where more 
than 14,000 customers have 
signed up. last June. 

□ TeleotJm Plus, a specialist 
provider of telecoms services, 
said it is to join Ofex. the 
unregulated securities mar¬ 
ket. through the sale of 2 
million shares at 50p each. 


means that the $50 purchase 
price represents only a small 
premium to the current value 
of the shares. The $1-3 billion 
purchase price is 14 times 
operating income. Analysts 
regard this as a respectable 
rating. Tambrands shares 
have fallen 30 per cent since 
1993 amid the bull market for 
stocks in general. 

Recently the company has 
been restructured, closing four 
of its nine factories, cutting 17 
per cent of its workforce and 
taking a $45 million charge to 
cover the changes. 

The purchase will establish 
P&G as the market leader in 
feminine protection products. 
It also shuts out rivals such as 
Kimberly Clark which was 
believed to be interested in 
buying Tambrands. P&G 
withdrew from foe tampon 
market in 1980 when its Rely 
brand was associated with 
toxic shock syndrome. It is the 
first significant purchase by 
P&G since 1995. 


Aer Iingus operating 
profits increase 4% 

rennrted a 4 per cent increase m operating profits to £42 
reported a *pe fits jumped 130 per cent to £41 

SSfi rSs more tan 

£20 million to El million and an excepnon^ mntribunQti of 

of a tnSmillion rescue pckage agread ^<h ta tash 
Government in 1993 to help it out of its 
then it has carried out an overhaul of its activities, which 
fodudedTjOjob losses. Bemie Cahill, group chairman., 
warned that despite the better than expected iwuhs. foe 
company would continue to seek further cost reductions. He 
added that the improved financial position enhanced the 
prospects of finding a partner for a strategic alliance . 

Disposal hits Lamont 

A LOSS on foe disposal of Shaws Carpets sent Lamont 
Holdings, foe Northern Ireland textiles group, ES.6 million - 
into the red last year. A year earlier the company ^ ad ea Pre¬ 
tax profit of E9.7 million. The Shaws sale led to a loss of E8.1 
million in the year to December 31. and elimination of £33 
million of goodwill. Loss per share was 20.6p (22-5p 
earnings). The final dividend, maintained at9.15p, is payable 
on June 13, malting a constant full-year I2.8p. 

Abbot aims overseas 

ABBOT GROUP, the fast-growing oil services company, 
is pla nnin g a sharp overseas expansion which it hopes 
will more than double its revenues from overseas 
oilfields. The company hopes to complete the business 
shift without any more acquisitions. The enlarged group 
earned pre-tax profits of £7.45 million in 1996. Earnings 
were 4.6p a share (3-5p loss) and a final dividend of l-2Sp 
lifts the total to I.92p (1.68p). The shares rose 4p to 134p. 

Caverdale higher 

CAVERDALE, foe motor retailing, industrial products and 
motorcyde accessories group, yesterday reported a 28 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits from £4.2 million to E5.4 million for 
the year ended December 31. The resujts were helped by 
strong performances from the motor retailing and industrial 
products divisions. Overall sales were up 31 per cent, from 
£187.5 million to £245.8 million. A final dividend of 2p (I.Sp) 
will be paid on July 1. making the total dividend 3.bp (3p). 

Cirqual pays interim 

CTRQUAL, the specialist engineering company that joined 
foe Alternative Investment Market last summer, yesterday 
reported a rise in interim pre-tax profits to £2.78 million (£1.34 
million) for the six months to February 28. Turnover was also 
up, from £9.19 million, to £33.47 million, and earnings per 
share increased from 5.44p to 826p. An interim dividend of 
327p (nil) will be paid on May 28. The company intends to 
pay a matching final dividend. The shares rose 9*2 p to 250p. 

Chesterfield sale 

CHESTERFIELD PROPERTIES has sold a 600,000 sq ft 
property portfolio, comprising five industrial estates, for a 
total of £18.92 million, taking total property sales over foe 
past six months to £1*6.2 million. The sale price reflects an 
initial net yield of 11.6 per cent said foe group. Most of the 
portfolio, in Hertford. Egham, Norwich and Newcastle, 
generating £2.1 million a year in rental income, has been 
acquired by foe Mars Pension Trustees for £17.45 million. 



SA prompts more questions 


Self-assessment gives rise to certain 
taxing concerns, says David Brodie 


O n Monday foe Inland 
Revenue started post¬ 
ing eight million new- 
style self-assessment (SA) tax 
returns. Tax specialists eagerly 
await answers to four compel¬ 
ling questions. Is foe Revenue 
capable of administering SA? 
Will more people turn to pro¬ 
fessional advisers? Will we 
witness a mushrooming of "tax 
stops’? And how will the 
Revenue exercise its extensive 
new audit powers? 

The first thing to strike, 
taxpayers will be the look of 
their tax returns. Instead of a 
drab form in a brown envelope, 
it comes in a blue plastic 
polywrap. It has bold colour¬ 
coding for signposting, and a 
separate guide and booklet 
explaining the tax calculation. 

It is misleading to talk about 
the tax return. There are 23 
versions for different taxpay¬ 
ers' situations. Each has the 
same initial eight pages re¬ 
questing common details such 
as bank and building society 
interest, payments to pension 
schemes and other tax reliefs. 
There may then be extra pages 
tailored to particular circum¬ 
stances, to report income from 
employment, self-employment, 
rent received from property, 
capital gains and so on. 

Instead of large white spaces 
for detailed narrative entries, 
the SA return prefers little 
boxes which can cake only a 

Smokescreen 

tactics 

NOW that self-assessment has 
been properly launched upon 
us a new controversy has 
arisen'among the ranks of tax 
advisers. They are worried 
about the likelihood of local 
tax offices using their new¬ 
found powers to launch a tax 
investigation without having 
to give any reasons to have a 
quick go at "curiosity tases". 
where they have often won¬ 
dered about foe tax affairs of 


number, a tick or a few words. 
It is a computer input docu¬ 
ment. to be used by die Reve¬ 
nue to work out your tax. It is 
no longer sufficient to report 
your salary as “per PAYE" — a 
figure must be entered. 

You have until January 31 
next year to submit the form, 
although anyone wanting the 
taxman to compute their out¬ 
standing tax — or refund — 
should file by September 30. 
This still leaves time to accu¬ 
mulate the necessary informa¬ 
tion. All employers should 
provide employees with details 
of salaries and benefits in kind, 
on forms P60 and PHD, by 
May 31 and July 6 respectively. 
And banks and building societ¬ 
ies must provide certificates of 
interest credited on deposits 
free of charge upon request 

The Revenue acknowledges 
that SA has been a massive 
organisational exercise, and 
many professionals question its 
outward confidence that all the 
pieces are falling safely into 
place. For example, there have 
been many reports of conflict¬ 
ing advice being offered by tax 
districts and head office. 

The Revenue also acknowl¬ 
edges that it will not be able to 
cope if most taxpayers choose 
to file rtexr Januaty, and so it is 
encouraging early submission 
of SA returns. Hence foe recent 
publicity that the taxman will 
do the calculation for you Ifyou 



David Brodie highlights fears about random audits 


meet the September 30 dead¬ 
line. In fact the Revenue will 
complete the calculation for 
later filers too. although there 
may be interest penalties. 

There is some contention 
about die development of elec¬ 
tronic lodgement, enabling 
professional firms to submit 
clients’ returns “down the line". 
Although foe Revenue claims 
to have met all necessary 
deadlines, some computer com¬ 


panies blame Revenue delays 
for their failure to produce 
relevant software in time. 

The proportion of taxpayers 
seeking professional advice 
rose to 72 per cent from 20 per 
cent when SA was introduced 
in Australia in 1980. Until now, 
about half of those completing 
UK tax returns have sought 
professional help. The Revenue 
says SA need not drive anyone 
else into the arms of an adviser. 



someone but have never had 
enough of a reason to 
investigate. 

One of the ways to limit 
such a trawl is to file foe 
papers as late as possible. The 
possibility of an enormous 
quantity of tax returns being 
filed on January 30 next year 
in foe hope, as one adviser 
said, “that they will get past in 
foe smokescreen", may prove 
too tempting. 


Sflent partners 

THERE were large numbers 
of people pretending to be 
journalists at last week's press 
launch of foe new self-assess¬ 
ment tax forms. In facr most of 
foe large accountancy firms 
had sent along senior people 
to observe. 

Price Waterhouse even had 
the firm’s head of tax there, 
and Ernst & Young was repre¬ 


sented alongside a solid con- 
tingent of experts from 
KPMG. But foe pretence of 
being journalists had a 
downside. They were barred 
by foe Inland Revenue from 
asking any questions. 

Good reception 

ACCOUNTANCY Television, 
the short-lived training system 
funded by foe acxountancy 


It emphasises the user-friendli¬ 
ness of the return, the help 
available from tax offices and a 
new out-of-hours helpline. 
These may be insufficient once 
taxpayers realise the tough new 
penalties for incorrect returns, 
and that tax offices will not help 
with rax planning. 

Hence the growth in “tax 
shops" now advertising cut- 
price no-frills help with SA 
returns. But let the buyer 
beware! Anyone may offer tax 
advice in the UK There is no 
guarantee of foe quality of 
service such organisations will 
provide. In 1995 TaxAid pub¬ 
lished a damning report chron¬ 
icling the dangers of incompet¬ 
ence, negligence and even dis¬ 
honesty in this unregulated 
marketplace. It is quite possible 
that some of the new tax shops 
may prune costs by employing 
untrained staff. 

Whatever government is in 
power after May I. it will be 
strapped for cash. SA intro¬ 
duces a power of random audit, 
and experts fear that taxmen 
will become tougher in con¬ 
ducting audits, spurred on by 
Treasury demands for extra 
tax. The recent jailing of Mich¬ 
ael Allcock, the former inspec¬ 
tor, and reports of a few over- 
zealous investigators who have 
broken the traditional ground 
rules, have done little to instil 
confidence that tax investiga¬ 
tions will continue to be carried 
out in a "gentlemanly" way, 

David Brodie is Director of 
TaxAid, a charity that provides 
free advice on tax matters to in- 

dividuais in financial need. 


bodies, was a disaster. So it is 
good to report that its compet¬ 
itor at the time. TEN, the tele¬ 
vision education network, is 
going from strength to 
strength. 

This week its Accountants' 
Channel celebrates its 400th 
programme — while its re¬ 
launched Finance Channel is 
poised to gain accreditation 
for CPE, continuing profes¬ 
sional education, from CIMA, 
the management accounting 
body. 


Advisers may still 
have the last laugh 


THE inland Revenue unveiled the final ver¬ 
sion of its tax return for the brave new world of 
selfassessment last week and some eight mil¬ 
lion of them are now dogging up postal 
services across the country. The form has 
brought mixed responses. People in the tax 
world are caught between two difficult points. 

There is nothing a tax adviser likes better 
than to rubbish what foe tax authorities are up 
to. It is, after alL good for business if the Rev¬ 
enue is perceived to be doing things in an over¬ 
complex and wrong-headed way. So the natur¬ 
al response is to spread tales of woe. 

But the Revenue has worked extraordinari¬ 
ly hard at self-assessment and while its boast 
that we now possess "the best tax return world¬ 
wide" doesn’t say much for the competition the 
form is probably as good as something as 
complex as a tax return can be. So advisers, 
once they have had their rant, are tending to 
say things that constitute praise for the Rev¬ 
enue, even if the compliments are expressed 
quietly. It is this confusing position of having 
to adopt two contradictory 
positions that will be the cen¬ 
tral problem for tax advisers 
in the coming year. 

Swathes of press releases 
greeted the new forms. Ernst JgR “ 
& Young, for example, qucrt- Mgmj 
ed Phil Davis, its astute 
national head of tax investig- .wnr'j fj O 

at ions: “The Inland Revenue 
deserve our congratulations CMgi 

for the design of the new tax 
return." But in another press wm, ■ 

release on the same day he is 
quoted as saying: “My ad- 
vice to those who receive a 
tax return is 8EWARE."The 
problem is that the introduc¬ 
tion of self-assessment is ^ 

going rather well — much KOI 

better than anyone dared to pto 

hope. Bui the business of tax 
advice depends on things 


Robert 

Bruce 


pie shouldn't put aside a series of evenings, 
wrap the towels around their heads and get 
the form filled out But however you simplify 
it any tax form is still going to worry and baf¬ 
fle foe person filling it in. For the Revenue 
and for seasoned tax people the forms are 
logical and dear to follow. But there are, to 
the Revenue, a surprising number of people 
who struggle with the logic of instructions 
such as "if W65 is less than £500, you do not 
need to make a payment on account Leave 
IS.6 blank and tick IS.8 on your tax return. If 
W65 is equal to or more than E500, cany on". 

The number of people who are going to fall 
at some hurdle or other will not become 
much smaller because the form is redesign¬ 
ed. John Whiting, head of tax at Price Water- 
house, sat in on the Revenue’s press launch 
as an observer and, though happy with foe 
sign s tha t the new system is a more efficient 
one, remained unhappy about the optimism 
expressed. He died the failure rate on this 
year's effort in getting forms in on time: “If 
this year’s figures are repeat- 
u **»■ then a million people will 

Pay penalties next year." 
And he emphasised the huge 
Tsfl change in behaviour that 
will be required to make the 
HP system work. 

15 a H too easy for the 
Revenue to believe its own 
CLi,) booklets and assume that 

everyone wfll jump to it 
'" «i wT y gather up their personal 

documents, follow the forms 
r • from box to box and get the 

- ’’editing effort into the tax 

office on time. Life ought to 
work like that But we all 

- know that it does not And it 

iRT ,s here that foe tax advisers 

more likely to be proved 
^ n 8ht than the tax gatherers. 

Penalties will make head- 
nf Hooi:__ mes - The idea that the costs 


Robert Bruce 


going wrong and foe adviser sorting them of dealine with i ^?'7 he ,de 2 that the 00548 
out. Doug Smi* is the Revenue’s self- bv foe taxnnv^ audlt are incurred 

assessment programme director. Asked how foie will rankhT tha4,he y are not deduct- 
nwny more taxpayers would need to hire a 7 500 nnrfn!! : realisation that after foe 

tax adviser, he said: “None. No one who there will . mciLlln ^ s in *° taxpayers' affairs 
hasn't already got an adviser should need an exneditinnc dually numerous trawling 
adviser." whatonefox ?• Spcc,fic ^y^’ affair! 

The Revenue is putting enormous empha- ity cases" will V # S ^ r 7^ ers 40 05 “the curios- 
sis on two things: its support systems and its all await thi»»-w -?? “ own wcIL And we will 
ability to calculate foe tax for a taxpayer, ft an d blamel^ i^ C j VCTa ® e °/ unfortunate 
has set up 40 work stations through which to asked bv thr* Pensioners being 

run its helpline. And, if taxpayers can get the statements am* 50,1 OUI 4 * ie * r * Jan k 

Forms back to the Rcvmuc by the Slid of ^ '"S* ah °<* it- 

September, it will do the (ax calculations for keen on loaic rafh k 1 & ® ut RevB mie, 
them based on the information submitted. and natural ann T 4 . * luman behaviour 

All this depends on a huge change in tax- time to understand T^ i0n * *!"* tak:en a ,on S 
payer behaviour. There is no reason why peo- time, may have the 1 i advisers ’ 01 a y ear ’ s 


may have the last laugh. 
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07V 75ft IB ,JJft+ 

. 101V lOVTupl Ms. WV 

V 13 102 inn, go Tom Orta 91V 

**i 19 «1 ,45V 173 *. TBOad Pott 1AJV 

. . 87 I3D ,3v 96VUK Lte ^OV 

28 127 J 5 ft, ptVdtea »*v 

4 .• ... 235 20B Wtedil !gv 

54 122 96V BBVWte «V 

1 53 . 28V nVWmnw Met S 

17 130 1131 , SiVtead Jtaa D 7WV+ 

OJ 171 

V 13 IBS 
27 612 

. 714 

SV 30 16-0 

... 13 158 

.. 58 36.7 

.. 101 08 
5.7 1*2 

V 39 705 ,29V 105V 8808 Grar* 111 

TV O 105 552 415 Bab ftos «1 

. . 26 ... 47 » Btaoett 3£* 

2 V 49 150 ,s*. l4*.Cldteo ■ W* 

P. 40 50 41VB»ky Faa Mt «*. 

3 |S • „ 490 37B F teta 

10 290 b?j 47VFfctekn 4JV 

*V *1 S 4 nr. 95 Fytot » 

IV 18 115 1750 1335 toyp 17X 

83 .. iodv RZVIaMd Grant ffiV 

38 17.1 337 V +77VW* Sard 3C 

78 05 154V 144 Monbn W1 IgV 

14 S .1 67V 47 Part Foods 5G 

1 10 210 71 . 6 V Retail MSI 7 

20 74 430 339 sAmn 3^V 

.. 28 106 402 307 Sabtaof J 33 

. 38 193 ,00V iBIVSamfcldl JM 

*■’ MJ 371V E7 TtaM 3E 

11 IOD 3451 , gnvnortmEl 2 « 

475 JJSVPteonS Htef 


. V 157 
2V 55 31J 

V 06 M2 

• 20 1 “ 
IV 33 Z75 


V 52 . 
ja ns 


il 

TV 42 213 
51 142 
25 19* 

50 

6V 53 2Z2 
41 203 
7 5 799 
18 

.. 31 740 
74 111 
61 148 


.. 22 198 
.. 6.4 

25 188 
1 2 HZ 
. 73 

42 113 
1 SS 155 

3 14 137 
41 US 

14 396 

V 40 21 4 
TV 49 89 

30 „ 

V 15 2*0 

15 417 
49 14 7 
32 196 
41 1D5 
55 184 

. 43 171 


6 37 IDO I 


72V 37 Attorn 

100*1 T7VA)etan» 

205V 1S7VAHM TM 
300 IB EBrtfflW) 

129V 1tt*.BK*ori^artv1 
12 DV 10 P. B Maimt 
180 iHVCiaenat Gi 
142V 127 Ca» «lte 
3KV 220 Cotaadd Irtrt 
71 57 Dora* 

195 i» Dertded tin 

31V ZBVOkdaetel 
49 40 [kunmnin 

34 74 Fate 

105 3>VH 
11 V PrFota ttei) 
70V SVFrencti 
67V 35 V Gun SR 

125 U» Hagtart 
13*. iiVHotaene 
7 7 Hrtmc Pice 

3MV siovMctog ’’’ta 

Tv 5 Haim 
37V 70VHa*r»** 

99 B4VHaeace tort 
53V SZVtotesMl 
67V S'rJaim (SI 
380 305 Jam tout 

16 118 Undwtt 
195 120 Lourt 

,73 1 ® ueta 

MV 3* Ve* Wte dpi 
C 53 litas (Sit 
iy. aftrttano 
BV EftFO 
307V IGTVtoMart 
US 94 Usted 
B7V 7SVWbd9 
45V 3T tortad 
A5V 3ZV«etanfc 
5*v n*,sm 
49V a*:5tamta Ep 
II", H2V3rtoh 
77V GIVSktal 
39V 31*»3rW9 Gp 
18V 12V IA Sj»» 

193 167 IBta (Fia*| 

931 , 77V Wrote 
305 145 IttkWe 


51 

80 173 

V 62 19 

66 ?11 
41 IZ6 
50 372 
95 . 

IV 82 TDD 
1 70 

SS 111 
8 ID 

V 70 73 
4 7 104 

. 7.7 102 
. 11 


52 73 
48 117 
73 109 
5V 127 1*8 
56 ITS 

109 209 
IS . 

61 102 

46 75 

3 38 113 

JV 43 7.1 

115 115 
7.1 

442 
US . 

. 19 133 

110 97 
13 ID 

. . 19 « 
75 101 
V 73 78 

4 69 


TRANSPORT 


RETAILERS, FOOD 


1 11 13> 

1 25 

41 97 
40 

V IS 67 
23 18D 
. 83 118 

3*, 24 
23 177 
.. 73 70 

03 102 
14 ltD 
. 67 119 

3V 45 14i 
1 48 135 

1 53 70 

7 36 148 

IV ZB . 

4 49 125 






,99)i ^ 

H* lra tort 


SHORTS (under 5 years) 


Ennd 1997 

jM Up la to __ 

13V, lt5*ft, 7te 11*A MBWJ7 

uirvi i«*» ! ms £ i « 2 7 

1|4»r 1«fte 

106** IOI IMS BftSOB 


224 

6V 

65 

37 - 1 
73V 
2Z7V 
BV . 

71V 

744 + Z 
Z74V+ 2 
130V . 
1537V- fi 
137 4 3 
«1V ... 
9EV+ 2 


539*.- «4VS “JV 

»3 277 Abadan Sn* 2*1 

,53 , 77 Aktaadt 8 m Wb 143V 

98 71V UkuS Ete9 ttV + 

83V 66 VAMBBI Hph™ 

33 V i 97 VAtdned H tarn Zffil 

2®7V 711?*,«toml 7® - 

366 317 Aiaam Inn* I 3*5 + 

540V anvAngn 1 Dseart 5U + 
9T, B fcd Ota , „ £ 

91 V 73 BtaUe Od*d a Jb - 
2 J 1 V (Z7*«BartrfS1 
97 Afi Earing Em Eu ® ■ 

380 Bra>9 7rtd*t <07 - 

wv _ W 4 

IIP, 107 a Empire to Ilf. 

265*1 ZXVHr to + 

SOft tS'.bnCto* »■ 

S3 203 3=nw MJV + 

176 113 E»C«WT 

095 S3*, Canton 

75 61 Cteta nmGtai TI .+ 

244V 309VUsd Altai 223» 

79V 72 toss to Ml 

AGO 390 Drttt Cip fi. , 

177V ISO-rDWt’tat 
773V 711 CHIRP me GI 
J77V 33tVEkJB* Sffti 
US IHV DuneS* *ae ; “ 


V 06 
v ha ia* 

07 

6*> 11 37* 
JV zo 59D, 
3 2J 536 
03 . 


V 24 453 

v 5 £ 161 
11 

ft ZB 389 
19 . 

IV 2.8 4U 
13 US 
. 77 


1 199 70 
I 5D 213 
31 XI 
*: IS MO 


IOTb 100 ft. 
«J1V IMP** 

106"= UMft* 

103ft llfifti 

IDIV, IMV 
1,0*. 107" ■ 

I Id V, 111 ft, 

lOJfti 'OTfti 

H&ft 101 ft. 

Ill'* KBft. 

106ft. HSfti 

99V, 97V 

118ft 106V* 

106V 104V 

IBPV 10ZV. 

119V. ,I 6 V« 

li? 5 ,, 109*, 

101V 98V, 


Ires 7% 1997 
Inc 0*.\ 1997 
Etain 1997 
Bd>9*A1998 
taoPAHM 
Ira IA 199941 
Ima 15*i* 1999 
Eta T7H3S8 
Turn 9*A 1999 
Etai 1Z*A 1999 
Trests 10W1999 
IKK n 1999 
Cm 1D*A 1(99 
Cm 9120® 
Irk A MOD 
lorn IK COM 

liras in 2001 
Tims 7\ 2001 


MEDIUMS (5 to 15 years) 


127*. 109V 

105ft 107V* 

liev* mv 

llflft* IlFVf 

86 ft, 32ft* 

! 1 *ft 109"r 

00 fti 9*’i 
im »*fti 

, 2 ft! 110 ft 

izy-R iwft* 

KB’s 98V, 

107V 9SA*b 

;0d'* I0CFV, 


Tws 9VI7002 
Iras s> 303 
irasmaxa 
tHKiiwam-o* 
Fund 3*A 1990-09 
Grt»9na»4 

Iren PA 200 * 
IremBVri. 211)5 
Dm 9* AZOU 
Has 1ZV» 200WH 
Tree TV. 3006 

IreajPAMe 

lnua ATOK-tt 


100's 

lOCfft - *P 

104ft - V, 

IDZft + *• 

100 ft + *• 

107ft * *«• 

Hlft + ’» 

107ft + ** 

«MV. ♦ *» 

KHft + V 

,06ft + V 

90V ♦ ft 

107ft + **• 

1 Off’s ♦ ft 
IBft + *■ 
HP's + ft 
W9V* + " 
38ft + ** 


114*s + ft 

J3ft - ’> 
Ill's + ft 
95ft 

105“* • ft 

lllftt + ft 
125*. + ft 

OS's 
100 **= 

lOtft + '* 


LONGS (over 15years) 

SS Jiv 86*. IMS FA =010 

SS 115ft IDSV CteJ**’’ 

f£ IIP. 105V Tratn 2 Ql 2 _ 

B 5 ft 80 ft liteFAMDB-n 

Tim, idPs I«i!l3in3 

S ISX »ft 

SS io7ft ioi*- 

ittft itoft JteWanT 

5s, 109ft 101ft Tilt 2021 


SS 107ft 101ft urn«W5 

1tt*ft 103ft 

JjJ 109ft 101ft Tilt 2021 

713 

nl UNDATH) 

J» 47»» 43ft (taLNJVl 

Sift 30ft IntaZV* 

54ft 45V* Crasohn 


11 9ft 1 + v 
lQ5*ft 

100 * 1=1 4 ft 
102ft ♦ ft 


97ft + ft 
11DV - ft 
ne. - ft 
91ft + ft 
lOlftt - ft 
m + ft 
_*®ft 

40ft + v, 
JOZft 4 ft 


Affft + V 
31ft 4 ft 
49ft 4 ft 




991 74T 

as? 70 
119 7« 

7 83 773 


719 7 77 

814 776 

012 777 

674 75* 

7S5 778 

7 75 770 

712 7.7S 

789 790 


RETAILERS, GENERAL 


250 169V AT IteOI . 

fl 6 Z*, 3*?V« NOB* A! 
319V 26FrAssie » Fftbl 
546 477 BAA 

677 MB 87 Urate 
ISV P-total Too R 

117V 99VCkrtSOR (HI 
162V IZTVCWWin Oto 
444 396VCta«1 

SPi 235VDK _ 

158 lOTVEatataa , 

S 70 Emteta UK 
2S6 ZflJVRtaBiB. 

149 138 FWe* ttomesH 

EfiS 620 Em* Pals 

S31V *66 Go-Metat . 
450V 388*:Eaade Dunod 
T3DV 116 Htadwe Gp 
550 405 lreh toil 

98V 73 jKOtoJ 

80V 64*, IDl (Ttos Ere 

448 385 Meray Dadoi 

186V 147 »C _ 

581 5®VIA*1 Emasrt 

545 446V Down tow 

90V aZVDcew Wft* 
682 501 P 8 0 Oktt 

13 101 P 8 0 5SJ 

500 353 Rated 0VP) 

53V X toeon 
MS 437 Smtart 
001 Q7Y3«xuck 
I2SV 86 Tl5 L __ 
652V KB Ttta 8 BrOo 
208V 185 V IDGt 
70V 65VUga ta 
100** 65V IW Coders 


Z3D J 
342*.- 1ZV 0 
271V 3 

508 4 7 J 
645V+ 4 3 

0V 

107V * 

177V - 10 < 

m 4 *» : 

236V 

131V I 

71 
220 

141V . . 

636 

401V- 4V 
428V 

115 - IV 
53D 

96V* 2 
01 
4® 

i4a + 1 

536V- II 
53V + 1 
SO ♦ 7*e 
674-5 
113 

419 V - V 
39 

444 

6*6 

110V- V 
BIT, 

109V 

6 SV- V 
97V .. 


885 741 

rra 7 11 1 


655 70 

70S 749 

10* 7S8 

8 « 753 


77D 7H 
7 88 7 56 


I BffiEX-UWKED on praiBCtad MUM* 


114V H3ft 
107ft IB***. 

184ft IOIPb 
120 ft 117ft 

195ft I® 
175ft 17Fft 
103 *r 170ft 

IWft I **ft 
1fi1'« 163ft 

154ft '*7ft 

179ft 132ft 

126V UOft 


10*14*1*1998 I' 4 

TrtKl 2VA20DI 165ft - ft 

Trail2V62flm ttft - ’■ 

ltak L4V6 2004 17ft -ft 

1iteL2%2O0E )®V - V 

Tins l !*AI009 17J*. -ft 

Iras 0 7*A 3011 ITT* -ft 

Tims IL 7VX 2013 1*5ft -ft 

TmUlPArme 155V - ft 

Trail.2V%2020 W-t - ft 

iitBirATCri ia? 8 - -ft 

Tick LffA 2030 120V I - ft 


028 

ZJO 30 
108 ISO 
112 1 » 
3» 319 

336 1® 

30 3SZ 
1*5 ItS 
10 30 

355 3.70 

357 170 
151 170 


?12V 177V Atom 
,77V 139 Aflden 
331 273V Alta CalpeW 

768V BOIVAmt . , 

166 lavta&Tjte) 
747V 2D0VAam Sed 
153V 141V Bam U) 

133V 171V Bates 
119 M Mmt 
447V 36EVBtaa l» 

200V T72 Bod SM0 
706*. MTVBte 
14 UVBnHn 8 Ate 
449V are towi m 
162V 145*. Bate 
624V 509 CoptaUf d 
32JV 231VDdttasla 

550 505 Dutan 
256S 179 Oman tort 
115V H C%y Crate.. 
555 517V Coats FtanWit 
G5£ 516VDFS FteOta 

551 474 Dima* &P 

25V 18*.Bee BodApa 

5 3VERA Go 
,03*1 76VEsam E*a 
137 13) Bas 

Z9J TttVF™ *1 D>» 
155V lUVftta Eartl 
MTV l77VHjte Fla Itat 
S5V revFapante 
345 267 fttnc* Coni 
,42V 115 Ena Bn* 
63*, 46VGWB 
AOffr 379VGo»Bta0fi 6p 
693*, 579 east 
313V 263VHSC FoMSarq 
401V 3ZS*rH»id*»s 
97V 74'rHanpwSP 
164 IX Hart tea 

81V TDVfegtta 0J1 
426V 368 IliSlWfc. 

706 822vBtetaert 
309V IS Kitatkta QP 
387V JStVltata 
200 ET*,U*eS^l 


187V , 

171 + 5V i 
773V- IV I 
668V- 3 j 
I49*i+ 5 
743V . 

148V- ' 

1Z4 > 

114*,+ 3 
409V* 10 I 
187V 
G&5 . 

12V 

365 + 5V 
154 4 V 
50 4 i 
33V- 1 
509 - 3V 
244 

111 - V 
547V _ 

533*i 4 1? 

527 - TO** 
73 -• 

4 

77V 

IX 

274V- IV 
143V 

277V 4 TV 
77V 

J45 4 2V 
134*,- 7 
47V 

B7V ... 
635V + 3 
773 -2 
375V . 

15V ... 
IS + 3 
II 4 V 
390V- 1 
677V+ 5 
175 
370 
77V 


681 577VAn0a> 

040 740 Hte 

IMS lOlVHider Cm W 
(40 iSZVAfid tad HdK 

757V 683 Sown Trad 
2920 2755 to* suns 
mv 596V5ou9i Wea 
698 593*1 Hamm 

897 EO5VU0 HBOta 
304 344VWete 
309 3S Imtehto 


E30V+ 7 61 7.7 

019*,+ * 13 IW 

104V + *• 9< 

565 IS 94 

719 + 13V 59 85 

2765 - 5 3 P 137 

603V + 7 59 76 

671 + 6 95 87 

643V 4 4 16 11.7 

3B2V+ 5 52 76 

354 + 6 V 57 99 


ALTERNATIVE INV MARKET 


I07*i MV Abacus (kouo 
2,0V 170 Cole Inns 
3HV 153V today 6 *B 
2550 3150 (HSIIH Hags 
MV 41*. Frerpajc 
03*, BOVtAetarttea 

65 33*iltonar Can? 
239V 710 0U EtUta Prt* 
590 J95 Prism ted 

1 M 945 teen Ear 
TSJ 619V Satawn new 
nr, 6 SVSu*rtn Dene 
496 410 Su rer Fi tort 

60*i 33VImeatoo 


1 fti. an- FI OWn a dinr 


,00V 06 194 

180 17 133 

2MV . 10 

2267*1 ZZ 175 

41V- *■ 

92*» .. . 519 

34V 

224<i+ 7 OS 705 
ns .... 
1027V- P, 01 .. 
779 L3 25Z 

70V . 14 15J 

*41V+ IV 07 305 
X 


t pitaert sbwwh. 1 E*draftnot t £1 senp. A hogto 
ea*.» be an ^ Ei capu dkkautai. ■ Rpms a npat 
araiad ik> agntfcai data. Conpodn H bold at 
aKsnuab m m FTSE 100 Mk 


1 
















32 UNIT TRUST PRICES 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 101997 


SHI Bw +/- *• 


M 8B7 +.’- % 


Fattier feel MM 
AW EDUTY 4 LAW UHT TST MRS 

oremsazn „ « 
osnifcc t?4jj ms 

MIC eooia 085 

MC Graft Art 502© SMS 

UKtatetac £110 Ml 1 

MgtorteAx |9£» 564! 

n^owrc <m« 5005 

Otfteklfex 2<4« JT6* 

Gffi/hOUtaE Jlffl 96/ 


MFadnfeAcc 
HMOthl 
OaUCbOS 
Braced Acc 
Hand) 

Aanta 
ntBaSKAa 

AB8EYUNTT5TI 

03*5717373 

Ote&ftadU 


7?l# mi 55 
60010 Q850 
502© SMSO 

£1.10 Mira 
res re 96410 

470© 50050 

?i* io jrta 

ji« <*n 

Ml ffl 17410 
93 JO 41050 

m: ire® 

126® 1J4J0 

83lT3 MB 
wav I033D 
6619 70.C 

Bin 6614 
X93 3SJ9- 

182 70 407 JO 


(BCrtCR Goa* 

MinPUfli 

AssmSEjnlm 

EcnCvttAx 
Em be 


USEwangCo* 

and 


* 710 
+ 1® 2*4 
t ISO 1*9 

- 110 2.4* 
+ UP 137 

- 550 157 

+ ore sa 

+ 014 530 

- 050 

+ 1.90 031 
+ 040 238 
+ 0 60 431 
+ OX 461 
+ 0(4 dll 
+ 014 IS 
+ Oil IS 

- 0.43 

« 030 096 


4 0® 666 

■» are *w 

- 020 431 

♦ 3® CLP 

♦ 040 a* 
+ iso m 

♦ ia on 

4-am am 
t 1.10 299 

♦ 012 031 

- 1.16 ... 

+ OH 431 

♦ 030 1 29 
+ 100 . 

♦ 028 1 59 

4-04) as 

♦ 031 415 
- 005 253 
4 010 045 

... 471 


1 * fay 
UKEqKyABd 
UK Site Cm 


ia® iraa + i.i9 ug 

'52 ♦ 042 1» 

60S 6431 + 126 626 

M64 56441 + 0.17 162 


Detent&&Oirib 72K 7725 + 031 435 

OoUOin&SK 7499 8Q00 - 005 253 

lArXaafca EL 13 6744 + 010 045 

Up&fcnrw 14030 1©« ... *7! 

ABBEY NATIONAL UWT TRUST IAGR5 LTD 
01412758500 

Rtf Ul Snail 9637 10310 * 1® 233 

BMtinm fxai us a 4 on *» 

SamSe jmjo moo 4 on an 

SmflffCn 11230 l/flUJt + 060 150 

Hestrikrti 11670 13410 + 030 140 

MERfWIHlHT TRUST H6RS LTD 
0131200733 

UriSnUCas 352600 363700 

7S7BUST 1*67TRUST MORS LTD 
0800813 590 

mualMl H® BS37I +016 . 

EragbgHfc 77J2 8053 + 024 004 


OT CHURCH OF ENGLAND HJHOS 
dm SB 1815 

MFdte 60972 62138 - 7.64 4.19 

BB9L72 62)06 - 7M , 
UWSKlnc 155GO 15121 - 031 916 

WnSeta 15596 15121 - OH .. 

COFtHWTYfUOS 

01719081815 

MMII 78930 801J4 -1271 432 

MMlta £3724 £3730 -SU1 . . 

FndWhc 125.44 1753* - OS 921 

RnriWto 2X62 BBS8 - 1M 

CITY TVUNBAL UT WAS LID 
017140758® 

ttSL «»’«“ 

AcoiBMolTa 16337 mil q.44 

®Ri*sjas 8143 8S*1) ... 1 ® 

□JFnM BUB 0281 + 1.12 01* 

FHMSHuOp BUB 54078 ... 2J3 

OdtoMlMi 13776 141031 - 229 .. 

JSdkUGhtac 5731 60.73 ... 142 

a»«MB ttJ* 6876 + 048 164 

CITY OF LONDONIMT 1ST MORS LTD 
0171711D/71 Adjftt 01277227 5M 
En^Mguaus BOS 6421 + ore . 

CLBKM. ME5KAL UT 446HS LTD 
0348772233 

Araflta i G rift 7099 HID +013 . 

Bag© tart TUI* 7501 + 006 138 

aWI* *81 HDJIf + 635 174 

*• tow 14189 15204 +asi 174 

Emtaorata rtJB 27991 + Off? fX 

EMtamte • 3006 ale? + «aa /a 

EinpraMB 6756 7151 + 046 051 

fan© 31XU 3317 + 002 

6W4(W 11522 12160 + 019 205 

JapteGraft 36£3 * 97.- 135 . 

Ptetatato* 602* 7221 + 020 215 

Mai CMlne *139 4380 + a I? 1.13 

totem 4412 4L69 ♦ am to 

gMw gW* 2881 3182 + 010 19 

%®SdS9s 5021 5199 + 004 259 

UMOwnen 0245 6606 + 002 060 


ernutif 
MEM Bn (a 
Fried tras# 
Fata ta, Is# 


7732 AH 
15250 16690 

5108 Ui77 
12610 132J0 

2785 

164.30 17740) 

1SU0 I5fl30 
ran Tin 
7ii4 eint 

61 39 6545 

112! 7696 

56 S El IBI 
BUS 67 29 
6078 6401 


+ 116 
+ 024 QJU 
+ 160 . 

* 115 KB 

+ ara 04/ 

+ DID 8 79 
+ 010 961 

- ora 

- am aa 
+ 020 031 
+ 0E2 2.0! 

- 009 1A 
+ 127 197 
+ 040 265 
+ 021 2.10 
+ <UH 7*0 


ftWBtbSUR 61 39 8545 + 0E2 2QE 

UKEnaaiaCcn 1122 7596 - 009 1A 

urawn sss aiEi +127 >9? 

fbsnempmr bub 67 29 + 0 40 2 65 

Bid 6078 6401 + 022 210 

HBfenGilK f 500 50091 + 003 7 A 

ARWAVS UMT TRUST MSRS LTD 
01712565886 

RaaMPraOOIl # 99JS 105 701 547 

raiCMACHE5 HV UBVISH LID 
01452 305 993 

Mtam 47S 103211 + 042 196 

baweBlAMlK 6546 9042 + 029 165 

MUST DUAAR (86T 7575 FLO 

M do Oim 610 366 Oar* Ug: 01793 514 514 

BameiflncB 

QMitkon 30380 32*581 * 180 256 

Cam 54790 565501 + 400 HP 

Bran* 891 JO *.283 + 530 256 

hxmrtaa 172000 183800 + 400 178 

InmlrcJS 


COUWML UfTTTWSTC (IK) UD 
01634696060 

KAMA 7424 7723 + 023 400 

C«M 0952 0129 + 02 2JB 

ragfahaiM 5274 5493 + OB 674 

Top SO I1J6 8393 + 015 IS 

CDMMBTOM. (MM TOST UGRS LTD 
01616069816 

FKsnapanruiumHMsi 

Itcamfwfa 

E<Myte 5001 211.4S1 + 057 *34 

Lsnai 4371 4555f + 122 523 

IMDkclta 5126 52A ♦ 003 139 

Mm9n 4134 5636 + 002 7J4 

tf-^.7jib 

l«|6Y1ald 15196 15727) + 036 547 

Nbngert Fnl 78.44 81.72) + 118 271 

IX Burnt, ftat 

aWoCos 5713 3521 + 006 1 60 

■*»-team 863* 71.19) + Oil too 

We' -A 10647 11122) + 133 27? 

4D-AXBH 141.15 14785 + 044 272 

UK Bark mZ3 suot + U4S (27 

UmnadUMiPinh 

Emank 22743 23U3f + 125 061 

Fi&knGA 12409 12927) - 009 003 

GbWBoA 7281 7565) - QUO £54 

JRMlErN* 900 9448) - 103 

ManitaBMi 25422 25484) + 096 . 

OtartOMli 6229 8573) + 03 02/ 

WHtMtaOnA 7389 16987 +013 . 

UUBtO] BUSTS (XKff’YRABJ 
OVKlFuA 0154 9154) + 001 555 


ibsmstafwa 

OAnFMd 


93.15 9911 + 
16320 17372 + ■ 


6980 74280 + 050 219 

4 ®<v mat * ibc 4i» 

277JO 3130 + 130 375 

JttW + 12D 37* 

Ml? 16010) + 008 KX 


Mgktonr 
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■ FILM 1 


■ FILM 2 


With The People 


Nihilism runs 


vs. Larry Flynt 


riot in Swansea, 


Milos Forman 


or at least 

■ * 

returns to 


it does in the 


something like his 


loutish Swansea 


old irreverent self 

of Twin Town 


the^^ttmes 


ARTS 



■ FILM 3 

After the lucrative 
return of Star 
Wars , the (slightly) 
enhanced Empire 
Strikes Back hits 
the screens again 



■ FILM 4 

Half Nelson? 

Is the new 
documentary 
film of Nelson 
Mandela’s life 
too reverential? 


CINEMA: Geoff Brown finds himself rooting for the bad guy in Milos Forman’s ebullient The People vs. Larry Flynt 


r> 




o' 


V> 


For a good 
time, call on 
the scumbag 


A fter being shot by a 
sniper outside a 
Georgia counhouse, 
an event that puts 
him in a wheelchair, milb'ort- 
aire pomographer Larry Flynt 
says: /Ve got to move some¬ 
where where perverts are wel¬ 
come.'’ We nit immediately to 
his next port of call. 
Hollywood. 

The joke is amusing, yet it 
also alerts us to the unusual 
status of The People vs. Larry 
Flynt in mainstream Ameri¬ 
can cinema. Milos Forman's 
rollercoaster ride through the 
life of the brazen publisher of 
Hustler magazine rakes place 
mostly between 1972 and 1984. 
years when conservative 
forces increasingly stifled the 
iconoclastic spirit bequeathed 
by the 1960s. 

Today's Hollywood, by and 
large, is even more conformist 
than the Hollywood Flynt 
knew. It loves formulae: it 
loves to play safe. But here is 
Woody Harrelson. FlynfS im¬ 
personator, wearing the 
American flag as a nappy, 
flinging oranges at a judge 
and arguing all the way to the 
Supreme Court the right to 
suggest for satirical purposes 
that the Rev Jerry Fa I well, 
high priest of the religious 
right, had sex with his own 
mother. 

We expect confrontation 
from Oliver Stone, the film's 
co-producer. We expect eccen¬ 
tricities from scriptwriters 
Soon Alexander and Larry 
Karaszewskb they gave us Ed 
Wood. But we have forgotten 
to expect anything outlandish 
from Forman. True, he 
satirised Czech society in the 
1960s and championed the 
American outsider in One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest. 
But since the 1980s Forman 
has either been lost to lavish 
period dramas or marooned 
on unfulfilled projects: this is 
his first film since Valmont in 
19S9. While a few notches 
below his very best work, 
Larry Flynt reminds us vividly 
of his humane and irreverent 
spirit, grasp of comic detail 
and knack for assembling an 


The People vs. 
Larry Flynt 

Warner West End 
18,130 mins 
Bracing portrait of the 
American pomographer 

Twin Town 

Warner Wesi End 
IS, 99 niins 

Rough and nosrv comedy 
drama set in Swansea 

The Empire 
Strikes Back 

Odeon Leicester Square 
U. 126 mins 
... but doesn't deliver 
a knockout punch 

Bits and Pieces 
Everyman. 15,110 mins 
Absorbing tapestry 
of Italian life 

Total Eclipse 

ABC Piccadilly 
IS. 106 mins 

Unedifying drama about 
Rimbaud and Verlaine 


off-beat cast blending the pro¬ 
fessional and amateur. 

Some of Forman’s “discov¬ 
eries" will pass over British 
heads. Who will spot Donna 
Hanover, a breakfast tele¬ 
vision reporter, as the evange¬ 
list sister of Jimmy Carter, 
who triggers Ffynrs brief con¬ 
version to Christianity? We do 
better with James Carville, the 
“ragin' Cajun" of Clinton's 
1992election campaign, cast as 
an anti-pom crusader. 

We do better still with rock 
singer Courtney Love, raw 
and dangerous as Flynt’s de¬ 
voted wife Althea, ultimately 
ravaged by drug addiction 
and Aids. Hers is a startling 

performance. It's hand not to 
be riveted, too, by Edward 
Norton as Alan Isaacman, the 
civil rights lawyer who in the 
script, if not in life, fights all 
Flynt's battles. And Harrelson 
puts on a great show as the 
pom merchant who rightly 
labels himself a scumbag, yet 
still earns our admiration for 
his honesty and fighting spirit. 


If the film had been made 
closer to the events it 
describes, no doubt Forman's 
attack would be sharper, for 
all the outrageous ness on dis¬ 
play. the film is still soft round 
the edges. But even diluted 
anarchy is welcome when so 
much American cinema only 
offers more of the same: guns, 
blood and space ships. 

if outrageousness comes 
naturally to a movie about 
Larry Flynt, in Kevin Allen's 
Twin Town you can feel the 
film-makers straining to outdo 
themselves in antisocial be¬ 
haviour. We start with joyrid¬ 
ing. drugs and solvent abuse: 
the British cinema's new call¬ 
ing cards following the success 
of Trainspotting , whose pro¬ 
duction team (Andrew Mac¬ 
donald and Danny Boyle) 
helped to launch this latest 
missile. Only the particular 
regional setting — the mean 
streets and caravan parks of 
Swansea — provides any nov¬ 
elty. 

T hen, after a ragged 
comic half-hour, 
characters stop bang¬ 
ing around the screen 
like pin balls and generate a tit- 
for-tat plot. The father of two 
tearaway brothers falls from a 
roof while working. The con¬ 
tractor (William Thomas) of¬ 
fers no compensation. The 
brothers (Rhys Ifans and Uyr 
Evans, real-life siblings) de- 
dare open warfare. A cher¬ 
ished poodle is decapitated. 
People are urinared upon, 
trussed up in their garage, set 
on fire. The malice and cruelty 
become overwhelming. 

The film would be easier to 
bear if Kevin Allen, a tele¬ 
vision actor with some football 
documentaries to his credit, 
displayed a firm hand as a 
director. But he shoves his 
images on to the screen with 
the same reckless force by 
which his characters live. He 
can inspire vigorous perfor¬ 
mances and concoct vivid mo- 
mems: take the roadside 
collision between the twins 
and a marching band in 
national dress. But he cannot 



Courtney Love and Woody Harrelson as Althea Leasure and Larry Flynt, the alternative all-American couple and everybody's favourite pom brokers 


move the film forward from 
one scene to the next, or secure 
even passing sympathy for the 
drug-dealers, bent coppers 
and fools who populate this 
Swansea. Two-fingered ges¬ 
tures are fine in cinema if 
there is real meaning, real 
rage, behind them: Twin Town 
is only being nihilistic and 
nasty because it is fashionable. 

“Set your weapons for stun," 
Darth Vader orders his min¬ 
ions in The Empire Strikes 
Back, like its predecessor. 
Scar Wars, back an screen m a 
new edition. George Lucas 
and his director Irvin 
Kershner must have given 
their troops the same com¬ 
mand when the film moved 
into active production in 1979. 
Compared to Star Wars there 
is more of everything; hurtling 


space ships, laser beam bat¬ 
tles, fantastic creatures, even 
human characterisation. "Im¬ 
provements" to the new print 
indude digital treatment of the 
opening snow battle, and an 
enlarged cityscape for the 
floating HQ of Billy Dee 
Williams’s shifty Lando 
Calrissian. 

Are we stunned? Not really, 
least of all by Yoda, the 
tiresome creature who 
furthers Luke Skywaiker’s un¬ 
derstanding of the Force. But 
fans of the original will flock to 
see how time has treated 
Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher 
and company. The rest of us 
can shuffle off to the ABC 
Pan ion Street. London, where 
a genuine cinema master- 
work, Orson Welles's Citizen 
Kane, is back cm view. 


Considering that some 
people are hammered to death 
and shot by a contract killer, 
the absorbing Italian film Bits 
and Pieces is remarkably 
sanguine about the crudities of 
life. One reason, perhaps, is 
that nothing is dwelt upon: 
here is a film with more titan 
60 characters and some 30 
miniature stories, woven to¬ 
gether in a tapestry depicting 
one day in Rome from dawn to 
dusk. 

This is the second feature of 
director Antonello Grimaldi, 
and he composes his city 
symphony with an affection 
shadowed by unease about 
urban pressures. He admits to 
the influence of Robert 
Altman, but the Altman of 
Nashville rather than Short 
Cuts. The film's cumulative 


power derives in part from 
Grimaldi'S use of trivial inci¬ 
dents; here are braising en¬ 
counters with shopkeepers 
and traffic wardens, casual 
revelations of deception and 
infidelity. 

A few well-known faces dor 
the cast — Enrico Lo Verso, as 
a romantically inclined post¬ 
man, will be the most familiar. 
But everyone blends in seam¬ 
lessly in Rome's streets, offices 
and bars (not much time is 
spent at home). This is a 
ruminative, small-scale epic, a 
film to seek out and savour. 

Bad behaviour is not the 
preserve only of Kevin Allen’s 
Swansea. French 19th-century 
poets could be brutes too. Look 
at Total Edipse. where Leo¬ 
nardo DiCaprio's Rimbaud 
spends far more time belch¬ 


ing, spitting and stabbing 
Verlaine's hand than writing, 
while Verlaine himself (David 
Thewlis) enjoys kicking his 
pregnant wife. 

The film, shot largely in 
France early in 1995, is a 
belated adaptation of Christo¬ 
pher Hampton’s play, written 
when he was 18. He does not 
bring mature wisdom to revis¬ 
iting his text; there is no 
suggestion that, human flaws 
acknowledged, these two are 
great poets. Neither Agnieszka 
Holland’s direction nor the 
cast help. Holland's dose-ups 
emphasise the unsavoury; 
Thewlis is distinctly unpleas¬ 
ant, while DiCaprio’s perfor¬ 
mance recalls the Tom Hula? 
effect in Amadeus — a Euro¬ 
pean artist is turned into an 
American brat 
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The making of Mandela 

Nigel Williamson meets the man 
who filmed South Africa’s president 


F or some reason the 
world's leading mode- 
makers have shied away 
from one of the most powerful 
sagas of the 20th century. The 
Nelson Mandela story is the 
very stuff from which instant 
legends — and epic movies — 
are made. Yet only now, seven 
years after he was freed from 
prison and three years after he 
was elected president, has 
Mandela become the subject 
of a full-length, big^screen. 
Oscar-nominated biopic. 

The film director Jo Menell 
first suggested the picture it> 
the ANC leader in 1993. For 20 
years a hot-shot television 
correspondent, Menell had re¬ 
turned to his native South 
Africa following the lifting of a 
20-year ban. and met Man¬ 
dela at a family celebration. 

"He is a very good friend of 
my broiher Clive, who still 
lives there, and he came to my 
niece's wedding. 1 asked him 
how his autobiography was 
going, then I asked him who 
was making the film." No one, 
said Mandela. **f told him 
there and then that I wanted to 
make it. He said OK." 


What Menell had in mind 
was not some glossy Holly¬ 
wood blockbuster staring 
Morgan Freeman or Denzel 
Washington, but a w&rts-and- 
all documentary based on 
unlimited fly-on-the-wall ac¬ 
cess in the run-up to the 
democratic elections of 1994. 
Mandela agreed without re¬ 
striction, and also wrote to 
friends, family and colleagues 
asking them to co-operate. 

"We agreed that Mandela 
would have the right to correct 
any facruai errors but that was 
all." Menell says. “Hetold me 
to go out and look for criti¬ 
cism, he urged me to ask the 
difficult questions." 

Some will say that in this 
last respect Menell has failed, 
bui the director claims it was 
virtually impossible to find 
anyone prepared to criticise. 
There are no scenes in which 
Mandela loses his temper, 
behaves unreasonably or 
treats people badly — because. 


says Menell, in seven months 
of constant filming, such mo¬ 
ments simply never occurred. 

The only discernible flaw 
concerns his children. "He 
was a terrible father, never 
there for his kids, always 
putting politics first" The film 
deals unsentimentally with the 
way Mandela cast aside his 
first wife, Evelyn, and the 
subsequent marriage to and 
separation from Winnie, who 
is interviewed ai length. “1 am 
glad she comes across sympa¬ 
thetically because she went 
through a lot I thought 
Mandela might ask us to 
remove his love letters from 
prison which she made avail¬ 
able. but he kept to our 
agreement" 

If Menell*s film is not a 
critical portrait it is certainly a 
candid and intimare one. 
Mandela is seen making his 
own bed (a habit he has 
apparently been unable to 
break from prison days) and 
arguing with his aides over 
changing a shirt he has wom 
for two days ("people only look 
at my face"). 

Very rarely Mandela allows 
himself to become emotional; 
there can have been few more 
moving scenes on celluloid 
than Mandela’s return to 
Robben Island. “I took him 
back for the first time and he 
looked around his old cell and 
said. ’Much smaller than 1 
imagined. 1 Then he talked of 
his mother’s last visit and how 
he knew he wouldn’t see her 
again because she was very ill. 
I couldn't ask any other ques¬ 
tions after that. He stood there 
in silence and we let the 
camera run." 

The most revealing contrast 
between the private man and 
the public figurehead came 


when Mandela learnt of the 
assassination of Chris Hani, 
the former chief of staff of the 
ANCs military wing. “He 
loved Hani. who was his 
logical successor. When he 
heard he put his head in his 
hands with grief for five 
minutes and said nothing. But 
he was meeting some white 
rugby team, big tough Afrika¬ 
ners. He went out there and 
greeted every one of them and 
said pleased to meet you as if 
nothing had happened. There 
is the steeL" 

Menell’s picture lost out as 
best documentary in the Os¬ 
cars to the Muhammad Ali 
biopic, yet he is philosophical. 
“I didn’t make this movie to be 
big box office. What I hope is 
that people will still be wangl¬ 
ing the video in years to come, 
that they will treasure it as a 
record or a most extraordinary 
event.” 

• Mandela opens at the RiCy in 
Brixton tomorrow, followed by 
selected regiona l release 


‘A tour 
de force’ 

Every week, young film fans 
discuss the latest releases... 

□ THE PEOPLE VS. 
LARRY FLYNT 

George Lamb, 18: The most 
snappy and acidic film I've 
seen about a pom-again 
Christian. 

Tim Thornton, 21: A tour de 
force from Milos Forman. A 
terrific cast; touching and 
hilarious throughout. 

Damian Samuels, 19: Well- 
acted and highly entertaining 
film which deserved more 
notice at this year's Academy 
Awards. 

Leslie Isaiah Thomas, 18: A 
moving and important film. 
Courtney Love's performance 
was appropriate. 

□ TWIN TOWN 

George: A downbeat Train¬ 
spotting without the edge, 
nm: A gripping romp, al¬ 
though in some places the 
violent thrills and the comedy 



did not blend as well as they 
might have. 

Damian: Shallow Crave 
meets Funny Bones meets Ivor 
the Engine in this brilliant 
black comedy. 

Leslie: Will do for Wales what 
drugs and pom have done for 
Holland. 

□ THE EMPIRE 
STRIKES BACK 
George: Once again George 
Lucas delivers the goods. The 
second of the Big Three will no 
doubt double its cult 
following. 

Tun: A non-stop action-packed 
rollercoaster. If you see one 
out of the three Star Wars 
films make it this one. 
Damian: Unlike the Police 
Academy series, this proves 
that sequels can be equals. 
Leslie: Striking stuff. 



Jo Menell (rear) with his co-director Angus Gibson and 
Nelson Mandela during the seven months of filming 
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■ CHOICE 1 

George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm 
plays at home 
and abroad 

VENUE: Previews begin 
tonight at the Young Vic 



■ CHOICE 2 

Return of the 
prodigal* Nigel 
Kennedy plays 
Hendrix and Bach 

VENUE: Tonight at 
the Festival Hall 


THEigg^TIMES 

ARTS 



■ NEW VIDEOS 

Kurt Russell 
blasts out 
of futuristic 
Los Angeles; and 
Gary Cooper makes 
A Farewell to Arms 



■ NEW CDS 
EMI’s Debut - 

series celebrates 

Thomas Ades and 
other rising 
stars of 

classical music 


LONDON 

ANIMAL FARM. Northern Saga s 
vigorous adatfeflon at Orel's papula* 
latjfe piays a stmt saosor ft London 

betoro its ntaruUonal tour. 

Young Vie. 66 The Cut, SET (0171-928 
6K3). Previews begin tmgtit 7 30pm 
Opens April 15. 730pm. Then Monfiri. 
730pm; mate Tue and Thus. 2pm. Ifrfltt 
May 3 

THEHBtBAL BED- Peter Whe&n'a 
[^scmahrtg play transfers Irom jhe 
Bdrtwarr some cast changes but 

Teresa Banharnoorttoues to ptay 

9iakespeara'a aaugliter, and Stephen 
Bow* her Puritan tnqutator. 

Duchess. Catherine Street. WC2 
(0771-494 5075}. Proviews begin tonight, 
730 pm Opens Aprl 16.7 30um Then 
Mon-Sat. 7.30pm mans Wed and Sal. 
,2.30pm 

NIGEL KENNEDY: The nnovatove 
vnBmsI is joined by John Etheridge. 
guitar, and Rory McFadane, double- 
bass. ft a programme wMrti juxtaposes 
solo vtofri woru by Bacti and Bailiifc 
with acoustic Interpretations of Jim 
Hereto. 

Festival Hall. South Bank. SET (0171- 
060 4242). Torsgm. 7 30pm g) 

WALLACE & GROMIT: The Dacer- 
wtrmng plasticine characters crealed by 
T*c* PurK mate their theatrical debut n 
A Grand NrgtS Out a new cofrwdy- 
adventure tar att the tartly written and 
directed by Andrew Dawson 


TODAY : S CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 

and entertainment 
compiled by GUIlan Maxey 


ChurchBt. High Street (0181-460 
6677] Tonight-Thus. 7.45pm, Fn and 

SaL Qvti and 9pm. LM1I Aprl IS. 
ELSEWHERE 

IPSWICH: Regional premiere at Tom 
Stoppard's Aiadh. btttereweet and 
vwey. eel kn a stately home todey and in 
thetfneoS Byron * 

Wotaey, CNR Drive (QT473 253725). 
Opens tonight. 7.45pm. Then Tue-Frt. 

7 45pm, Sat 8pm: mats Wed (April 16, 
23). 2.30pm, Sat 4pm. UntS April 26. 

MANCHESTER. Geratti Tudor Price 
cteects Contact Theatre Company in 
Steven Berkoffs adaptanon Of Kafka's 
The Trial Wih Matthew Dunstw 
Dancebouee. Oxford Road (0161-274 
4400) Opens knight, 730pm than 
Mon-Sat. 7 30pnr. mat Wed (Apr 23). 
2pm. Until Apnl 26. 

MOLD: Martin Duncan dracte Mrios 
Yerotamau n the tttla rote of Gtudonfs 
celebrated larce. The Servant of TWo 
Maatera. Zany musicians w3 cook 
spaghetti in the orchestra pft. 

Antony HopHna Studio, Thaak Owyd 


(01352 7S5114). Opens weight. 

7 30pm. Then MorvFri. 7.30pm. Sot 
8pnr.matSat.3pm UntiMa/3. 

SOUTHEND-The converter David 
Beddtei, star of Fantasy Footow 

Lavueand The May «*»»“*« 
Experience, tours he first seta, stand-up 
drw to more than 35 venues 
nationwide. For more tntormaaon, cal 
the low hottne on 0831 867768. 

C«(s Pavilion (01702 351135). 

Tonight. 9pm. Than St Albans. Arena 
(01727 844488). temono w; Wew txay. 
Com Exchange (01635 622733). 
Monday. 

LONDON GALLEFUES 

Bwblean: UxieBe and Hans Coper 
Patten in Par** (0171-6384141)... 
Boundary David Bteuat-WeH 
pelrttngs, drawngs and ecJphxa 
(0171 -6241126}. .Deal»il»««e»m: 
Charlotte Pcrriand: Modemrst Pioneer 
(0171-3786055). GatocyZT: 
Evidence: Recent Jazz PainMff! by 
John Bull (0171-437 3B12}... 

National Portrait August Ssnrtw 
(0171-308 0055) ,. N aw Academy 
Jacqueme and Sophia Ftavi (0171-323 
4700). . October Juleta Rubio and 
Charles Beauchamp (0171 -242 7387) 
Radtem Spnng Exhtotton 1_997. 
Modem and Contemporary Pmra and 
Ceramics by Picasso pi 71-7341732) 
Royal Academy Cantenporary 
Setrtsts[0171-43074J8J . SaatoM: 
Duane Hanson (0171-624 8299) 


□ ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA- 

Jonathan Oforer and Alphonse 
Erranartori pby the infatuated lovers R 
Carol Metcalfe's production, set m 1940s 
Egypt and Rome 

BrM—wl l. Bode Lena. EC4 (0171-ft36 
3456) Pieviowsba®nlonighL7 30pm. 
Opens April It, 730pm Then Tue-Sat 
7 30 pm: mal Sua 430pm Un8 May 3. 

□ BIRDY Northern Exposua actor 
Rob Morrow joins Kevin Kraghl s cast m 
Naomi Wallace's fascraatteg version of 
tra WiAlam Wharton novel. 

Comedy. Panton Slieat. SWl (0171- 
369 1731). Mon-Sal. flpnr. mats Thure. 
3pm. Sat. 5pm 

□ CIGARETTES AND CHOCOLATE: 
An affair, a pregnancy. Bach and a bag 
lady feature In this stage version ot the 
autard-writing radio phy by Anthony 
Mingheda 

Itai In the Moan. 392 King's Road. 
SW3 10171-351 2876). Tue-Sur. 8pm 
UntlApri27 

□ CRACKED- In Daniel Ml's cniraus 
comedy set in the desert, a cast d nine 
men. rdud/ngAnthony Caff and 
Alexander Hanson, play members of an 
army ural intended to treat traumatised 
solders Under pressure, they lei opart. 
Hanpetaed. Swiss Cottaae Centre. 

NW3 (0171-722 8301) Previews begin 
toraght 8pm. Opens April 15,7pm 
Then Mon-Sat. Bpm: mat Sat 330pm 

□ THE CRITICS — UP FOR 
REVIEW Four theatre entice, including 
the aeaesscr tor this guide, hazard their 
reputation by testing ttidrrirfc at 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston * 1 * i 
ot theatre thawing. In London 
■ House ftitt, rehtme only 
D Some seats evalable 
□ Seats at prices - 


directing. Michael Bttngton Chaoses 
Scmttoerg's 77» Stronger and PeWs 
The Lover; James Christopher tackles 
a new play by Robert Young- ThaShoe 
Shop of Oases; Mchotas da Jonah 
directs AnoUDYs The Travritar Without 
Luggage: and Jeremy Kingston goes 
for Michel TrornbJaye AttwWienFfw ' 
Tones. Htxty, whleMvats last 
BAC HMn House and Sludfae 1 end 
2,-Lavender Hi. SWl 1 (0171-2232223) 
□pens lorvght and tomorrow Then 
Tue-Sat; mats Sun. various times. For 
dotefls nng baa office. Until August 27 
■ KING LEAR Ian Holm in the title 
role, heading a splendid oast (Timothy 
West as Oouoaster, Michael Bryant as 
the Foal) in Richard Eyre's production. 
National (Cohaatoe), South Bank. 

SE1 10171-9282252} Tonight-Sat. 7pm. 
In rep 

O LANGUAGE ROULETTE Daragh 
Cannle'a last-tattong play set m a Belfast 
pub on a powLa-pM night where 
Witty turns to dangerous truth ^ raUng 
Bush. Shepherds Bush Geen, W12 
(0181-7433388) Mon-Sat, 3pm 


B MARLatE-stdn Phnps plays [and 
smgs) Dietrich n Pam Gems's attractive 
Stage-bio. with Lou Gish and Bitty 
Meffias. Sean Mathcas cfiiwte- 
Lyric. Shaflesdury Avwwe. W1 (0171- 
494 50-4S). Mon-Sat. 7.4Sprrr. mats Wed 
andSaL3pm 

D THE FOWSi OF DARKNESS: 

Tolstoy s drama ot adultery, murder and 
redemption n a Russian peasant 

household, translated by Anthony dark 
and directed by Sean Hohma. 

Orange Tree, Clarence Street 
Richmond (0181 -940 3633). Previews 
begri ton#*, 7.45pm Opens April 11. 

□ TIC SCHOOL FOR WIVES: Peter 
Sartos both touching and oomtas as 
Motion's deluded hero Enc Sykes 
eMtettent as las Hcter-flngered servant 
PiccarHy. Denman Street W110171- 
369 1734). MorHSat. ^jm: mats Wed. 
3pm. and Sat, 5pm. 

LONG RUNNERS 

B Buddy Strand (0171-930 8800) 

B Grease. Cambridge (0171-494 5080) 
B An Inspector Cab; Garrick (0171- 
4945085).. □JeauaChrlat 
Superatv-Lyoaun (0171-656 1807) . 
B INaa Selgon: Druty Lane (0171-494 
5400)... □ CMveit PaBadaan(0171- 
4945020) ..■The Phantom of Vie 
Opera' Her Majesty's (0171-404 5400) 
B Starlight D q xooa : Apollo Waona 
(0171-4166054)... □ The Women hi 
Stack.- Fortune (0171-836 2238) 

Tfckat Woimallon supplied by Society 
o( London Theatre. 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ FEVER PITCH (15) Footbatt-crazed 
leacher tells n love Appealing version o( 
Mck Hornby's booh, with Coin Firth. 

Ruth GemmeJ Dvector, Davd Evans. 
Ctepham Pichra Houee (0171 -498 
3323) Odeona: Kensington (01B1-315 
4214) Marble Arch (Q181-3154216) 
Series Cottage (0181-3154220) West 
End (0181-315 4221) Ritiy [0171-737 
212t) UCI WWteteys (p99tM88 990} 
Vhgh Chelsea [0171 352 5096} 

♦ HARD MEN (18): Tension among 
London rtSmen Meretricious British 
thriller in the Taaitino moiid. 

ABC PiccadHJy (0171-437 3561) 

A SELF-MADE HERO (15): Jacques 
Audtard's capovatmg Hm about a bogus 
ResKUnoe hero r the Second World 
War. vwh Matthnu Kaasovifc 
Curzon Meytair{0iri-3® I720J 
Phoenix (0181-883 2233) Renotr (0171- 
837 8402) Rio (0171 -254 6677) 

TOKYO FIST 1181-Cyberpunk love 
bungle tram Japanese draciot Snnya 
Tsukamrtg. Not lor the ecMaamtsh 
ICA Chrema (0171 -930 3647) 

CURRENT 

BASQU1AT (15): Fasonaling portrait ot 
the black graffiti artist ol the 1980s. 
pcthMd by Jeffrey Wnght 
Get* 6(0171-727 4043) Lumtere 
10171-836 0891) RRzy [0171-73721211 
Screen an the HO) (0171-435 3366) 
Virgin Chetsaa 10171-352 50961 

♦ BOU78) (18)- Thilkir about two stfny 
lesbians and fl pile ol Mob mon^r, with 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff BrownVasseseroentof 
films hi London and (where 
InrUceted wWi the aymbol ♦ ) 
on release across Ore country 


Jemtter Tlty and Gina Garchon. 

Directed by the WachowsW brotherc. 
Odeon Metetanlne (0181-3154215) 
Vhgki Haymerimt (0171-8391527} 

♦ DAIV7FS PEAK 112)Ewpting 
volcano threatens Pierce Brosnan and 
bnda Hamflton Sly scrpL flood 
effects. 

ABCs Baker Street (0171 -935 9772) 
Tottenham Court Road (0171 -636 
6148) Empire (0990 888990) Odeon 
Swiss Cottage (0181-315 4320) UCI 
WMtatays (fi (0990 888990) Virgins; 
Fidhsm Road (0171-3702636) 
Trocadero IS (0171-434 0031) 

♦ JERRY MAGUIRE (15)-A sports PR 
agent gels a conscience. Enjoydole, u 
overlong comedy. wtth Oscar- 
norrthaled To m Ctuts e. 

Empfrw (0990 888990) OdeenK 
Kensington (0181-3154214) Marble 
An* (0181 -315 4210) Swiss Cottage 
(0181-315 4220) Ptaza Q [0990 888990) 
UO WWteteya B10990 888990) 
Virgins: Chelsea (0171 -352 5096) 
Fulham Road [0171-370 2636) 
TrecederoB (0171-434 0031) 

♦ THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY (121' 
Jana Campion's icily elegen adapt atari 


ot Henry Jerries, with Maria KU man as 
[he Independent American sucked Into a 
marriage m Europe. 

Virgin Haymarlwt (0171-639 1523) • 

♦ REHCULE115) Petnoe Leconte's 
witty and diverting costtxne piece set h 
Loss XVTs court with Fenny Ardarrt, 
Jean Rocha tort 

ABC Swiss Centre (0171-439 4470) 
Mnarne (0171-235 4225) 

♦ SPACE JAM (U); Sports star 
Michael Jotlan cafedes with characters 
tram Looney Tunes cartoons Afuvende 
mess; dkactor. Joe Pytka. 

Ctepham Picture Heuae (0171-498 
3323) Odaons; Kenahtgftm (OfSf-315 
4214] Marble Arch (0181-315 4216) 
Swiss Cottage (0181-315 4220) Rfcy 
(0171-737 2121) UCI WMMeyafi 
(0990 886990) Vfegbte: Chatsee (0171 - 
352 5096} TrocaderoB (0171-434 
0031? Warner (0171-437 4343) 

♦ WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S 
ROMEO + JUUET(12): Efferaescem 
laaitu i i iporaiy Ireatmert. with Leonardo 
DtCapw end Claire Denes as the star- 
aossed lovers Director. BezLurhmann. 
ABC Tottenham Court Road (0171- 
636 6148) Bartrican fi (9^1 «8 8891) 
Ctepham Picture House (0171-498 
33231 Netting Hll Coranat fi [0171- 
727 6705} Odeons: Kensington 
(0181-315 4214) Marble Arch (0181- 
315 4216) Saris* CoBage (0181-315 
42201 Ptaza B (0990 888990) RRzy 
(0171-737 2121) Screon/Baker Sheet 
[0171 935 2772) UCI WhiMays B 
(0990 8889901 Vhgfns: Chelsea 
(0171-352 5096) Trocedaro 6) [0171- 
*34 0031) Warner (0171-437 4343) 


Noisy, brutish... and Kurt 



NffiltON VIDEO 


Kurt Russell returns as Snake PUsskeu in John Carpenter's Escape from LA 


■ ESCAPE FROM LA 
CTC, 15,1996 

BLOWSY futuristic action movie 
from John Carpenter, peddling 
much the same plot as his earlier 
Escape from New York. Kurt 
Russell returns, sporting his 
eyepatdh, as the maverick felon 
Snake Plissken, forced to save 
the President’s neck and snatch a 
doomsday weapon from the an¬ 
archists who thrive in LA's ruins. 
Satire pokes through here and 
there, but imagination eventual¬ 
ly gets trampled by noise and 
violence. Available to rent 

■ COURAGE UNDER FIRE 
Fox Guild, 15,1996 
ALMOST the Rashomon of war 
movies, with its conflicting ac¬ 
counts of the past behaviour of a 
female array captain during 
Desert Storm, up for a posthu¬ 
mous Medal of Honour. Edward 
Zwjck’s flawed but interesting 
film asks intelligent questions as 
it probes characters' guilts and 
mysteries; though Meg Ryan’s 
captain, snatched only in flash¬ 
backs, seems a gaping hole 
compared to Denzel Washing¬ 
ton’s lieutenant colonel, the tor¬ 
tured man preparing her report. 
Available to rent 

■ DESTINATION MOON 
Blue Dolphin, U, 1950 
VIEWED in the context of to¬ 
day’s space movies, this plane¬ 
tary journey may seem as 
exciting as a trip to Sainsbuiy’s. 
But George Pal’s production — 
vaguely based on a Robert 
Heiniein novel — deserves re¬ 


spect for its pioneering status, its 
Oscar-winning special effecte 
and genuine concern for techni¬ 
cal accuracy. The cast is service¬ 
able, but Dick Wesson)! 
wisecracking electronic engi¬ 
neer, meant as comic relief, 
proves no relief at all. 

■ A FAREWELL TO ARMS 
Orbit Media, PG, 1932 
FORGET about Richard Atten¬ 
borough’s vacuous account erf 
young Hemingway’s romance in 
In Love and War. Better to see 
this vintage treatment of the 

novel Hemingway wrote about 
the experience, with Gary Coo¬ 
per as the American ambulance 
driver during the First World 
War who falls in love with an 
English nurse (Helen Hayes). 
Few Hollywood directors could 
match Frank Borzage’s skill in 
portraying the power of love, and 
the sensuous images go a long 
way to offset the creakier ele¬ 
ments in the script 

■ MULHOLLAND FALLS 
Pol vG ram, 18,1996 

GREAT gents’ tailoring, great 
1950s cars. But something is 
wrong with a mystery thriller 
when the period surface looms so 
large. We should be more con¬ 
cerned with Nick Nolte and the 
other hard cases at the LAPD and 
their quest to nail the murderers 
of Jennifer Connelly, found har¬ 
bouring a shard of radioactive 
glass. Since the director is Lee 
Tamahori, New Zealand director 
of Once Were Warriors, the 
film’s lack of punch is particular¬ 
ly saddening. A rental release. 

Geoff Brown 


NEW CLASSICAL CDs: Ades sparkles; meticulous Mozart; Gheorghiu’s note-perfect Puccini 


Hilary Finch 


■ THOMAS ADES 
Life Story 

Ades/Anderson/Marsh, etc 
EMI Classics 5 69699 2 *** 
£7.49 

EMI IS celebrating its cente¬ 
nary not only with an 11-CD 
box of 100 Years of Great 
Music (5 66182-193 2) but with 
a long-term project-to provide 
a showcase for young musi¬ 
cians in a new Debut series. 
Hiomas Adds, now 26, dou¬ 
bles as composer and pianist 
in one of foe most exciting of 
the first nine releases. 

Three of the piano pieces 
which revealed him as one of 
the most fluent and sparkily 
imaginative of young compos¬ 
ers writing today are repre¬ 
sented here: Darknesse vis¬ 
ible, a haunting recomposi¬ 
tion of Dowland's song In 
darknesse let me dwell; Still 
Something, in which a strip of 
Blu-Tadk is stuck over the 
central range of the piano 
strings and sets up a prismatic 
divided spectrum of sound; 
and Traced Overhead, a new 


and intricate three-movement 
piano piece premiered in Chel¬ 
tenham last summer. Here, 
too. is Ades’s wonderful Op 1, 
the song cycle Five Eliot 
Landscapes, in which die com¬ 
poser, still young and easy 
under the apple boughs of 
New Hampshire, accompa¬ 
nies a flaming young soprano. 
Valdine Anderson. 

Of the other eight' Debuts 
currently available, [ have 
particularly enjoyed Nelson 
Goernert Chopin (5 69701 2J 
and the Classical Accordion 
Duets of Geir Drangsvoll and 
James Crabb (5 69705 2). 


•. . r -‘ t 




Barry Millington 
■ MOZART 

Piano Concertos K.456 & 466 
Goode/Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra 

Nonesuch 79439-2-kirk £14.49 
WHILE there is no shortage of 
Mozart piano concerto cycles 
on disc, you should hasten to 
make room on the shelves for 
another, if this first instalment 
is anything to go by. The 
American pianist Richard 


Goode, known to British audi¬ 
ences primarily for his Beetho¬ 
ven and Schubert is 
partnered by the conductor- 
less. modern-instrument Or¬ 
pheus Chamber Orchestra. 
They have played together for 
many years, yet have still 
prepared these two perfor¬ 
mances meticulously, as is 
evident from every bar. 
Phrases are shaped impecca¬ 
bly, balances are precisely 
calculated and everything is 
guided by a unanimity of 
purpose impressive in an en¬ 
semble of such a size. 

The concertos played are 
No IS in B Flat Major (K456) 
— one of the less hackneyed, 
but also one of Goode's 
favourites — and the dark- 
hued Don Giovanni-like 
No 20 in D Minor (K466). The 
former has some wonderfully 
poignant moments too. espe¬ 
cially in the Andante, which 
soloist and orchestra colour in 
affectionately. K.466 is ap¬ 


proached in an almost Beetho- 
venian spirit, a feeling rein¬ 
forced by the use of the 
cadenza by the later master in 
the first movement 






John Higgins 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 03454123 493 


■ PUCCINI 
La rondine 

Gheorghiu/Mula/Alagna/ 

Matteuzzi/Rinaldi/LSO/ 

Pappano 

EMI 7243 5 56338 2 
(2 CDs)kkk £25.99 
MAGDA heroine of La 
rondine , and Verdi’s Violetta 
are courtesans of a feather. 
Both fall for a boy from a good 
bourgeois family and pay the 
price of non-respectability. 
But Magda in Puccini's under¬ 
valued if sentimental opera at 
least lives to see another day 
and probably another lover. 

Angela Gheorghiu, after her 
highly successful Traviata 
with Solti, finds Magda also a 
role ideal for her talents, 
which grow by the year. Again 
she is marvellously supported 
by her conductor, this time 
Antonio Pappano, whose sup- 


pie and responsive hands 
guide the London Symphony 
Orchestra through this 
gentlest of Puccini's scores. La 
rondine might be slight but 
Act II. in which Magda and 
Ruggero meet in a restaurant 
garden, is pure joy. Surround- 
of by pleasure-loving Paris, 
they have eyes and voice only 
for one another. Bohime is not 
far away. 

Roberto Alagna -shows at 
his best in the act’s love duet 
But this is the soprano's opera. 
She takes up the hit song, 
Doretta's Dream, after the 
poet Prunier (William Mat- 
teuzzi, graceful if thin voiced) 
has started it, and commands 
the bewitching Act II waltz. 
And to Magda go the reflective 
moments at the dose of each 
acL Gheorghiu is note-perfect 
in all of them. 

Aware that Ruggero is nor 
the most rewarding tenor role, 
EMI gives him the opening 
aria normally cut from the 
score and, to help fill up CD 2. 
indudes another from Pucci¬ 
ni’s first opera, Le villi. 

k Worth hearing 
kk Worth considering 
kkk Worth buying 


ART GALLERIES 


GORDON KING 'From ttu SUfio" 
20W97- 12fifl7 A major aWMton 
ol watCTCCfoiss S ofe HALCYON 
GM-LEFtY A the international Ccn- 
venbon Centra. Biwgham. TeL 
01212488484 Fax:2*85585 Caa- 
toque avatefale ■ Cl 000 


ROYAL INSTITUTE OF 
PAINTERS IN WATER 
COLOURS. BMbtion 10 April -1 
May. Daffy 10-5. Mafl Queries. The 
fifcig Nr Adnrtraty Arch London SWl 


STALIN and ms ART 

•NOW ON VIEW 
ROY MILES GALLERY 
29 Bruton Street W1 
0171 4954747 


CONCERTS 


ROMANTIC PIANIST (hdy> Ml 

inartEtaffluscpaiou 

0181 423 6152 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 01716328300 |24hr) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
Toni 8.00 

7HJ5 DAMNATION O F FAU ST 
Toma 7 30 MADAM BUTTERFLY 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE017130* 
4000 tor Bo* Office SSondbyriQ 
Td«5 avaffatta on the day 
7ha Royal Opera 
Tomor. Mon (Last Mgrt) 7J0 
SALOME 

Pm Royal BMW 

Tonl7M(U«aWO 
LA BAYADERE 
Sat 730 ANASTASIA 
•TueprelMgW.WMJ’^O 

ROMEO AND JUUET _ 


DANCE 


ELLS at tie 
THEATRE 
14 8H» 
aafcm’s 
IALA 
worn of 
ipunejf 

I Afttf 

Sat al 8pm. . 

TiSunriaSprg 


THEATRES 


AdeloM 

Legendary Ertertatasr 

JERRY LEWIS 
DAMN YANKEES 

AheBuvamusicaL .eCiterf 
fed price prevs Iran 29 May 
Cpens 4 Juna 01714(3 l777(24Hrs 
k» UngteelGrps 0600 B14903. 
0171930 3000 (no tee) 


ALBSW THEATRE BO&CC 0171 
3691730 K 344 4444,312 S068(No 
fees) Grps 413 3321.312 5089.436 
558S Fterieesfton 14 Apr#, 
Opens 17 fieri 

GARYWEJAOT ANN CRIME 
to 

THE GOODBYE GIRL 

ANew Muscat 

Book by Nal Smcn. Muse by Manfn 
Hamfech, Lyncsby Don Btacff 
Evgs MovFn Bpm. Wed Mat 3pm. 
_ Sats58 83Qan 


ALDWYCH 0171416 6007/ 420 0000 
(34hrBt»Mgfee) 

Groups 0171416 6075 
MICHAEL ALB; 

GAMBON McCOWBM 

TOM & CLEM 

answpbyby 

STEPHEN CHURCHETT 
Greeted ty 
RICHARD WBJSON 
rtowPigrtjgafed Pitra 
Opens 14 tori at 7 00pm 
BwZattHfcdASMiisg 


APOLLO SMhr cc Ql7l 494 SOTO 
ccOITI 344 44440*8 lea) 
Qps 0171494 5454 
BEN ELTON’S 

POPCORN 

"FMLflmny and downright 

sexy’’ raring Standard 
“A bloody good nfgM ouL" FT 
Mon-Sat 8 00pm 
Mala Wed OlMcmSal 400pO1 


APOLLO WCTTHBAcc 0171416 
6055 ccaeits 0171 344 4444B17! 
420 OOGOGpS 416 OT75'413 3321 

Andrew Uoyd Webber's 

STARLIGHT EXPfiESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
. Mine imifiUe ms i&45 daffy 
Tub A Sal 3cm Trials from El £50 


To advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel: 0171 6806222 
nr faoc 0171 481 9313 


CAMBRIDGE S06GM169060 

344 4444«SJ 0000 (t bfcg tee) 
Oops 494 5454 
416 6075/413 3321/436 5588 

GREASE 

Starring SHANE RICHIE 
“A Monrtar W □ Wet* 
Mcn-Sat 730po)i Mfed&Sand 3pm 
GREASE NOW BKGJNT019W 


To advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel: 0171 680 6222 
or fax: 0171 481 9313 


COUHJY THEATRE 
0171 369 1731/0171 3444444 
"PURE BUOYMENT* 
“ASTOUNDfNG ORIGINALITY” 
EkriyMai 

rontorgettaMe” MM On Sun 
Rob Harm* In 

•BERDY* 

“Exttaordfr iar y” Gttti 
“ENTHRALUNG”SW 
“Bta*glyABw"FT 
TbneOutCrttici’ Choice 

Mon-Sat 8pm, Thur mat 3pm. 
Samel 5pm 

Lbntted number ofScfceta 
avzlibie xt £SJ0 an the day. 

LAST TWO WEEKS 


CRITBOON 3691737/344 4444 
BEST COMEDY 
Laurence OSvterfieod Nominee 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

THE COMPLETE WORKS 
Of WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 
Al 37 Rays n 97 MUSS 
“HUaus" Times 
Mats flu at 3. Sa at 5 
SttoN4.Ewsal8pm 
THE COMPLETE MSTOHV OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 
Tuesdays Bpm 
London’s Longest Running 
_ Comedy HK 


DOWWON017165618850990 
20402Q!42000W(blo fee] Grps 416 
8096/3121997/0800614903 

the Magic come* Mm on Msge 
DISNEY’S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

A NEW MUSICAL 
"THE MOST LAVISH, OPULBIT, 
EY&POPPWGSHOWEYBB- 

NwYakNwKty 
ftoahnnAcra nowboefaw 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
5S cc (Bhg to?) 24hr 7 days 0171 494 
500QS44 4444/4300000Grps 494 
5*54/4133311/3128000 

mss SAIGON 

-I® CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OF OUR TRIE" 

NOW IN ITS 

8TH EXTRAORDINARY YEAR! 

Eves 7 *5 Mats Wed 5 Sal 3pm 
Good easts avafl for Wad Mat 
& sane peris -sppty BJ>. 
FOR TELEPHONE/POSTAL 
BOOKINGS & PERSONAL 
CALLERS 

0171484 5060 (BKG FEE) 


DUCHESS BO/CC 0171494 5075 
(no fee) cc 0171344 4444/ 
42DOKO£l*BteB) 

Royal Bbakupsm Company 

THE 

HERBAL BED 

By Peter Vttetan 

"A love story, a couttsomrtana and 
a moral Or Jet ONE OF THE BEST 
f£W PLAYS THE RSC HAS 
PRODUCED'S Times 
MtnSa 730 Mats W6d & SN100 
Pravs tom tort Opens Wad 730 
FOfl 13 WEEKS ONLY_ 


FORTUNE B05CC 0171836 
2238)3126033 

EWAN JAMES 

HOOPER SIMMONS 

Susan We 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 
Adapted by asprenM*4nfl 
The most ttvOng and cUBtafl 
ptayforyeer^DMal 
NOW St ITS 8TH YEAR 
Mon-Sal 8pm 
Mats Tun 3pm Sal 4pm 
ButaHnoBwaaRri 


(JAR«CK(M71484SBS818 IflM 
(no t*g tee) Groups 0171 ^4 5454 
YRNNEROF 
IS MAJOR AWARDS 

Tha ** ■ tfcaal— 

iiw noyn rwKMia ipotn 

Producflon 

BP SUZANNE 

DOHAGHY BEHHSH 

BARRY STAHTOM 
JBPitesDays 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

THROUNCLJIUSrBESfflr 

DMfii 

TWO HOURS OF 

ENTHRALLING, VISUALLY 
STUMMGDRAMA’DTel 
Wwfi»7.4&Sa(5»5aJ4 
_ Vfedmatza) _ 


C3ELGUD 0171494 5567/ *20 0000 
Grps 494 5454/420 0200 

ROMANCE, ROMANCE 

TWoNewMoMcMs 

"So good ihey named r! twee" D Tel 
Em 8pm Mata flu & Sat 3pm 
MUST CLOSE 19 APRIL 


HAYMARKET9306800{nobkgfee) 
34* 4444/420 0000 Hthbkgfe^ 
Eves 8 Mats flu 34 Sat 5 
Royal EnJnmge Theatre Co. 

OSCAR WILDER 
CLASSIC COMEDY 

LADY WINDERMERE'S FAN 

‘YRRESJSTTBLY GLAMOROUS” 
S-fllB 


Hffl MAJESTY^ 24ta494 5400 
(Ug fe^ CC 344 4444/420 0000 (fee) 
Grps 494 5454/413 3311/436 5588 
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 
AWARD WINNING HJ&CAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 

THE OPERA 

Dntiad by HAROLD PflMCE 
NOW BKG TO DEC 97 
Eves 7 45 Mete «fed&Sal 3 00 
AocktoBorOlfcB daffy tarahctt 


LABATTS APOLLO, 0171416 
6050)420 OOOOOM 4444 M 
416 6075/4305588 gyps, fee) 

CUPP RICHARD 

to 

HEA1HCLIFF 

*Spo de ai fe r, a lu i a ting* DMai 

Sam seats aval in ApcMoy 
Mon-SaBom 


LONDON PAUADRMBCDCC 
0171494 50203444444 
ff?lfcl5BV£#H| 420 0000 
QPS017149454500128000- 
ROBBTTUNDSAY 
BEST ACTOR H A MUSICAL 
LwranaOMtaAnrds 
*H0BBrr UNDSATS FAGM IS 
FULL OF CHARM, WARMTH A 
CKEEFULCRUHALITr. 
HPSAHOOT*D. Exp 
N 

OLIVER! 

3RD IRREPRESSIBLE YEAR 
UOMEL BARTS MASTHWECE 
YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE 1 * 
Sims 

Even 730 Mato Wod&Sst £30 
SOME GOOD SEATS AV/UL 
HOW FOR WEEKDAY PBtfS 


LYCEUM CC 0171 8681806 
0990 500 80QU2O 0000(344 4444 (Ug 
fes) Ops 416 6076 

TWR1CEA 

ANDR0IV IlOYD WEB8BTS 
JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

’^enfo SWvera Radng Dmm 
Tb8Spli»’’DTelwf»i 
Bros 7 45 Mats Wed&Sa 3 
frio bfcg lee far persons! ceAem at Die 
Ljeatoibm office 10am-8pm) 

05 Wfflls tor students aval Mm- Thu 
aeboefcrifen advance. 

Now boddog to September 
Saras saJaavJj door Ltan-Tbu 


NATIONAL THEATRE B0 0171 
928 2252: &ps 01716200741; 24hr 
cc US fee 0171 420 MOO, 

Please ato* eata joumeyypathng 
time because ol m^or roadwnks. 
OLIVER Tomor 715 (REVIEW] 
THE CAUCASIAN CHALK 
CIRCLE by Benok teed* n a new 
versio n by Rank McGutmess 
LYTTELTON Tcrfl Toma 730 
LADY IN Tl£ DARK a ntkteat 
play by Mobs Hart atfi i^es by da 
G atfwto a nd music by Kurt Wfett 
COTTESLOE Tent. Tomor 700 
KING LEAR WBtem Shatespeaa. 


NEW LONDON Dtuy Lara WC2 BO 
0171405 0072 CC0171404 4079 
24ttr0TTl 3*4 4444W200000 

Grps0171413 3311/*36 5S88 

THEMXeVliOVDWQBSV 

TASJOTNTBWTKm 

WAftWWWGUUSCfiL 

CATS 

EWS7.4S Mats Tue & Sal 300 
LATH30UBB NOT ADMITTED 
WHttAUOTOnUMlSlN 
MOTION, PLEASE EE PROMPT. 
Bwopenal645 

LOUTH) Na OF SEATS AVAL 
DAttYFROMBOXOmce. 


PALACE THEATRE 0171-04 09M 
oc24hs(6lfl fee) 0171-344 4444 (Wg 
tec) QW 01714133311 
THE WORUrS MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 


NOW M ITS 12TH 
RBCORbaREAIONG YEAR 
&e#730toSflto83aZ30 
LasoomaranotadniUd 
usllheiraenal 

LASTED NO. OF SEATS AVAtt. 
DAILY FROM BOX OFRCE 


OLD VIC 01719Q8 7616 
2®vs- 420 0000 (no bfcg tee] 

The Peter Hall Company 

12 Plays in Repertory 
7 days a week 

WASTE 

by Harley GimQo Barker 
’’Stapbornis, gripping 
pradudtan gata Haffs flrat 
season off to a blitzing Mart" 

S.Tmes 

TodayaZ3Qpm 
Tornor&Sa7^0pm 
CLOUD NKE 
byCvylCtucM 
“W»grace4uHytomy"DM« 
Ton'tat 7.30pm 
Sal 8. Sun ma 230pm 
HURLYBURLY 
byDavMRabe 
"h Is worth cnniUng over 
brakan gtaas to eee IT 
Katefdsscope 
Sun & Mai at 730pm 
TcnasEiO-ma 


PHOENIX SOCC01713691733 
/344 4444/42D 0000 pee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OtiHwOramaAaerds 
PteyaLPte^eiWImtNowfofeads 
WILLY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

-firings the auAanee to its teat, 
and roaring Ra epprovaT D Mai 
1QTH TRIUMPHANT YEAR 

Ews 7.45 Mae flus apm Sal 4on 

NOW BOOMNQ UNTIL JAff9H 


PtCCAIfiLLY 01713691734 
344 4444/4200000 (34 hre) 

Eves 8, Mala Wed 34 Sal 5 

THE PETBI HALL COMPANY 
PETER Bomes 
CARMEN HBRY 

OLVERA McGS 

ERIC SYKES 
to Mokre's rfcnous comedy 

?HB SCHOOL FOR WIVES 
"POSmvaYGUTFSBNG- 
THIS IS AS GOOD AS FT GETS" 
_DIM 


PICGADflJLY THEATRE 0171369 
1734te(M713444444 
NELL DUMPS COMEDY 

STEAMING 

PteriBws from Mw 1 


Toacfvertise 

in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel: 0171 6806222 
or lax: 0171481 9313 


PRINCE EDWARD 0171447 5400 
Fm Can 420 0100 OS 344 4444 
Group, 4200200 

WINNER 

BEST CHOREOGRAPHER 

BEST NEW MUSICAL 
LAURENCE CUVIER AWARDS 
"REAL POWER « PASSION 
A BLOCKBUSTER” 0. Tel 
“A BIG MAGNSTCENT B*1C 
MUSICAL A GREAT EVENING 
OUT 1 S. Times 

MARTIN GUERRE 

BOUBULASCHOMBERG’S 
"MUSICAL MASTERPIECE" 
WHerTito 

UorvSal 7 45 Mate flu & Sat 100 

NOWBOOtONGTO JAN199B 


PRWCE OF WALES 0171839 5987 
Fte4 Cal 4200000 cc 344 4444 Groa 
4200200 freephone 0000 B14903 
"HOT FROM BROADWAY, AND I 
MEAN SMOKffr. ENOUGH 
B4ERGV TO ELECTIWr A 
CITY." D. Mai 

GRAMMY AWARD WMMNG 

MUSICAL 

SdOKEY JOE’S CAPE 

THE SONGS OF LBB5? & SJDLLS1 
Directed by JenyZafrs 
"AMERICAN GRAmn MSTS 
WEST SOE STORY" ESW. 
MofrSa 8pn 7hu S Sat Mate 3pm 
REDUCED PRICE 1HURS MAT 
NOW BOOKING TO JAN 11IM 


OUSNS Ba « 0171 «4 5040 
CC 344 4444 Grps 494 5454 

PATTI LuPONE 

M 

MASTERCLASS 

by TERRENCE MCNALLY 
Praw18A|W.Opani6M» 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

LONDON (Q171494 5075) 
HJCHKS THEATRE; 

THE HERBAL BBDTgnirai 

STRATFORD 6)1789 295623) cc 
01714 131452] 

RSC STOPOVER for debris 
01789414999 

RST MUCH ADO ABOUT 
NOTHING Today 130 
CYMBBiNE Toni 730 
SWAN; HENRY Vll I Today 130 
CAMMO REAL Tom 730 
TOP.THEMYSTBffi&THt 

CREADON Today 130 THE 
PASSION TcrTt 730 


SAVOY BCfoc 0171836 8888 CC 420 
0000 (ho bfcg fee) Grps 420 0200 
“OSCAR NOMINATED" fed 

SIMON CALLOW 
“Is rawaptary: unMnSmentai, 
luckL Baaly, «b eo rMng" Tanas 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
SONG OSCAR 
The Wtt. Triumph & Tragady 
of Oscar WBcta 
by MdwM mac Uamnolr 

“aaisfssEtoM, briengimt. 


OF THE MOST ENJOYABLE 
SBBOUS BUBiTAiNMENTS IN 
LOtEJON" SraxfeyTrnes 
Trtty, bewShd, compaing 
Bluff ’ F.T. 

Eves (fern Mis Wed & 3a 3pm 
LMT5D SEflSON 10 IQ MAY 


BT MARTMTS 01718361443 Eve 3 
8, Tub 2.45, Sat 5 & 8. 

AGATHA CHRISTIE'S 
THE MOUSETRAP 
45tfa YEAR 


STRAND DEATHE Bte 0(1 & cc 
(no tee) 0171 9306800 
« Wfl fee) 0171344 444V42D 0000 
Groups 0171413 33210171436 55BB 

•BUDDY* 

The Buddy HoBy Story 
"BRUiANTSun 

•BUDDY* 

“WONDERFUL STUFF-Sui Tel 

•BUDDY* 

Tuss-flMsaORtSMiaJO 


ALLffiATS IfflPWCEffl! 5.30 POT 
Orii ELECnOFYENG YEAR 
_Nqabooldnn’aOiarta.ri 


■ftBCYCLE THEATRE 
0171 328 1000 
Alan Howard n KMqs 
ty & wtei Chotopher Ir w i n 
"tHMUJHG" FT 8 ^ 

'nreNoBrHthFHConiadyl 

WOMEN ON 
THE VERGE OP 
W 

_ jy Marie Jcnea 

SPBET OF SHIRLEY 


VICTORIA PALACE 
0171 8341317 
The Lore Stay ol 
Edward & l&s Simpson 

ALWAYS 

A MEW MUSICAL 
Partotmancas ftom 20 May 
Mon-Sri a 730pro 
Wad-Sal mats a 3.0Qpri 


WVNtBMMS 389 T73G344 4444 
BEST COMB7Y 
Eve Standard Aarards 
BESTCOMHJY 
Laurence OBvtar Atmida 

“ABT 

A new play by Yasmfrn tea 
Tiana. by Oitetapher Hampton 
"Fly, swan or ante Juat to eee 
r NeeYorit Tines 
_ Eres 8. Mas Wad 3 A Sri 5 


CIRCUSES 


itb 


THE V/ORro ftr.O'J r j 

^MOSCOW 

STATE 

CIRCUS 

OJtccs* ' .. 


inaru rTOUR 

LANCASIBt 


Tees 81 


r»sS'alwi 

■iKjeijHe 

BLACK POOL 

Pfc 
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■ THEATRE 

Sian Phillips 
is magnificent, 
but la Dietrich 
ispooriy 
served by the 
tepid Marlene 



■ POP1 

Cast show their 
limitations and 
superficiality 
in Dublin at 
the start of 
their big tour 


ARTS 



■ POP2 

... but Marianne 
Faithfull is 
hypnotic as 
she evokes 
Weimar Germany 
In her new show 



■ MUSIC 

Sliding to 
fame; Christian 
Lindberg, virtuoso 
trombonist, has 
reshaped his 
own instrument 


THEATRE: Be nedict Nightingale sees Marlene fall flat on its transfer to the West End 


Sian bri 


Sixties old, new 
and borrowed 


than the star 


'Wm 








'Mac 


i Bjnii 1 ." 

te 

’ te' 1 ' 




S ian Pi 

Thele 


ives her considerable all as Marlene Dietrich, 
(right) are mere ciphers in Pam Gems’s play 


Blowing his own patent 


r he fax machine was the 
only part of the ram¬ 
bling apartment high 
i Stockholm's Valhallavagen 
rer which my prying eyes 
ere forbidden to wander 1 
wkJ pan over the piles of 
undry for four children, die 
allpaper-jigsaw of their 
aintings, the old Swedish 
led stove. But this machine 
as out of bounds. It had just 
elded the formula for a 
•vduaonajy type of trom- 
ane valve: die definitive 
hristian Lindberg model is 
x*ut to be patented. 

The instrument itself has 
sver quite recovered from 
[ndberg’s assault on it when 
? was 17. From a school 
ixieland band, Lindberg de¬ 
eded into the Stockholm 
pera pit — orchestras were 
here trombones lived in 
iose days. After a year he 
imbed out and derided he 
ouJd either have to quit 
msic altogether, or go his 
vn way. He packed his 
Dmbone, studied in London 
«j Los Angeles, then came 
ame and won die Nordic 
hoists’ Biennale. 


MUSIC: Hilary Finch meets the 
trombonist who has invented an 
instrument to meet his needs 


lindberg was snapped up 
by the BIS record company, 
and a worldwide search for 
repertoire for the trombone 
began. He found and pub¬ 
lished lost concertos by Mo- 



/ . - 
he poetic tn- 
a mythical 
town and a 


n n w j — 

in common? 

is Guy 
ose one-man 
Under Milk 
nimal Farm 
e Edinburgh 
■e now set to 
r storm. Club 
□y two tickets 
>ne (normally 
■ Milk Wood 
i nimal Farm 
>171-836 3334. 
membership 


Christian lindberg: have 
trombone; will experiment 


commissioned new work by 
a group of distinguished 
writers including Richard 
Curtis, Julian Clary, Steven 
Fry and Harold Pinter. Per¬ 
formers include Desmond 
Barrit Dawn French. SheQa 
Hancock and Neil Mul- 
larkey. with John Gould 
accompanying proceedings 
at the piano (as they used to 
say). Tickets £1230 (normal¬ 
ly £J5). Tel 0181-741 2311 

Young Vic 
Apr 21-22 

• ABSURD, comic and poi¬ 
gnant, Captain of the Birds 
is a new play by Edward 
Carey, inspired by the hie 
and work of the celebraied 
French writer and pilot, 
Antoine de Saint Exupery, 
who used his experiences 
during the dangerous early 
days of aviation to explore 
die innocence and mystery of 
childhood in classics such as 


zart’s father and by Michael 
Haydn. Within 15 years, wo, 
more than 50 new works had 
been composed specially for 
Lindberg. 

Of course, a brave and ever- 
expanding new world of brass 
virtuosos needed not only new 
composers but new. more 
flexible instruments too — 
which is where the secret- 
formula valve comes in. 
Lindberg has already experi¬ 
mented with different metals 
and a new mouthpiece: now 
the complicated maze of 
plumbing, invented in the 
1830s to help with low notes, is 
being replaced by a single, 
curving valve, manipulated 
into gear-change by one 
speedy thumb-click. 

“The fewer the bends, the 
straighter the instrument, the 
clearer the sound," Lindberg 
explains. “It’s as simple as 
that What J have done is to try 

THE«fiSfeTlMES 


wm 




The Little Prince. Two tick¬ 
ets for the price of one 
(normally £8). Tel 017I-92S 
6363 

New End Theatre 
April 13-14; 20-21 
• TOM KEMPINSKI. actor 
and writer of such classics as 
Duet for One and Separa¬ 
tion ., returns to the stage 
after an absence of 25 years 
in the one-man show. 
Heinrich Heine vs Nikolai 
Gogol, based on the works 
of the famous Jewish radical 
poet and the Russian reac¬ 
tionary. Two tickets for the 
price of one (normally £S). 
Tel 0171-794 0022 


TO JOIN Ihe Theatre Club either send a cheque for £1230. made 
to The Theatre Club, together with your name, address and 
ESS? number to The Theatre Club. P.O. Box 2164. Colchester 
RIL or telephone 01306 225145 using your credit card. Please 
2R days for defivny of your membership pack. For general 

SriScaU 0171-387 Q673 


W hen 1 saw Pam 
Gems's Marlene 
in Oldham last 
October, I found 
myself less keen an the play 
than on the actress at its core. 
Despite the tinkering and 
tampering that has occurred 
since then, this remains the 
case. From the moment she 
swans up the aisle at the Lyric, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, magnifi¬ 
cently trumpeting “Did I have 
a good trip? Is Bismarck a 
herring?". Sian Phillips is in 
effortless command of the 
faces blinking up at her. But is 
Marlene itself much more 
distinguished than those com¬ 
pendium shows that have 
recently been cramming the 
West End with tuneful tootles 
and potted bios? Not really. 

Gems has always been fas¬ 
cinated by women who strug¬ 
gle to succeed in a male world. 
Hence her portraits of Queen 
Christina, Camille and. above 
all. the Piaf whom Dietrich 
regarded as “the empress" to 
her own “slave with the jar on 
the head". Whether or not 
that’s a fair assessment, the 
French chanteuse emerges 
from the dramatic fray more 
interestingly and impressively 
than the German one. Piaf is 
the embattled survivor, feistiiy 
warring with her own self- 
destructive instincts. Dietrich 
is the glamorous granny who 
cannot resist the roar of the 
greasepaint the smell of the 
crowd. Bor all Phillips’s excel¬ 
lence. the emotional stakes are 
not nearly as high. 

It is the 1960s, and Dietrich 
is making a comeback in 
Paris. She is tired, frightened, 
and alternately generous and 
bullying, self-deprecating and 
grandiose. One moment she is 
kneeling an her sable coat 
mopping the floor like a haus- 
frau. The next she is spilling 


names like fairy dust: Coward, 
Hemingway, Eisenhower. Pi¬ 
casso. Pompidou et al. 

I enjoyed hearing that de 
Gaulle was “a friskier man 
than you think", and being 
told that Garbo’s acting left 
Dietrich wondering if she 
“was suffering from some 
female problem down below", 
but couldn’t help feeling that 
somewhere inside Gems is a 
Hello! reader, embarrassingly 
in awe of celebrity. Lou Gish 
appears as a lesbian aide and 
confidante and Billy Mat¬ 
thews as a mute drudge called 
Mutti; bur so slight is their 
impact that Marlene is best 
seen as a one-person show 
with three actresses. 


P hillips gives us some 
of die great songs, 
from Liii Marlene to 
Falling in Love Again. 
and, especially when her tall, 
tapering figure is encased in 
that famously glittering 
sheath, sounds pretty good. In 
between she tells us just a little 
about 1930s Hollywood fa 
sleepy village on the edge of 
nowhere’} and her variegated 
love-life, but virtually nothing 
about her Junkers upbringing 
or life with her pet Svengali, 
the director Josef von 
Sternberg. 

Even so, Phillips does not 
falter and. when she comes to 
the Holocaust and her subse¬ 
quent return to an accusing, 
rejecting Germany, considera¬ 
bly raises the temperature of 
Sean Mathias’s production. 
Her people, her flesh, were 
compliat in the crimes of the 
century, and then they spat at 
her as a traitor; Phillips has 
only to whisper to make us 
share the pain and moral 
bewilderment If only the rest 
of the evening demanded com¬ 
parable depth of her. 


C ast belong to that breed 
of traditional English 
rock bands who feel 
duty bound not only to pay 
their respects to their 1960s 
musical heritage hut to ex¬ 
hume its well-preserved 
corpse as well, writes Nick 
Kelly. The trick is to go that 
step further and boldly reani¬ 
mate the cadaver — the most 
spectacular practitioners 
being Oasis, who helped to 
make the charts safe for a 
trilogy of Beatles anthologies. 

Regrettably, at the Red Box. 
Dublin, the finely balanced set 
of new and familiar material 
from John Power and chums 
[elt more like a peck on the 
cheek than the kiss of life. 
Perhaps the best way to go 
about it, as avant-garde 
tearaways Tricky, the Chemi¬ 
cal Brothers and, in America. 
Beck have shown, is to drag 
half the graveyard back to the 
laboratory and conduct the 
most outlandish experiments 
that one’s imagination will 
allow. 

Alas, the Liverpudlian 
three-chord classicists, instead 
of transcending their limita¬ 
tions, revel in them. So many 
of their songs seem made to 
orden a brief guitar intro that 
shows which particular three- 
chord sequence is on duty, 
followed by thecavaitycharge 
of the rhythm section, and 
then it's every verse/ 
chorus/verse for himself. 

There’s nothing intrinsically 
wrong with this tried and 
tested approach. Indeed. Al¬ 
right. Finetime and Sand¬ 
storm — all Top Ten singles 
from their mega-selling debut 
album All Change — have a 
spring in their step that ups 
the pace considerably, but 
many of the songs, most 
notably On The Run and the 
current single Free Me from 
the new album Mother Na¬ 
ture Calls, can’t keep up. 

The show eventually burnt 
itself out with the shrieking 
guitar indulgence of Two of a 
Kind and, although it is 
tempting to excuse the band’s 
rather slovenly and workman¬ 
like performance as a common 


opening night ailment, no 
such malady afflicted the 
Manic Street Preachers, who 
recently also began a lengthy 
tour in this city. Cast must dig 
deeper in future. 

M arianne Faithful! 

ended her UEA 
show in Norwich 
with a weatherbeaten version 
of As Tears Co By. her first hit 
from 30 years ago. John Sreet 
writes. Then she was a pale, 
vulnerable convent girl; now 
she is a grandmother who has 
kicked a drug habit and made 
some fine rock albums. And 
when she sashays on stage, 
fixing her audience with a 
steady stare and a broad 
smile, she manages io sum¬ 
mon up an entire era — from 
wide-eyed innocence to world- 
weary determination. 

Although ostensibly an evo¬ 
cation of Weimar Germany, 
this 90-mmure set is more 
autobiography than social 
history. It may be loosely 
pegged to the career of Kurt 
Weill, but it is more securely 
anchored ro her own story. 

Weill's collaborations with 
Bertolt Brecht provide her 
with the opportunity to act out 
tiny musical dramas. With 
Alabama Song. Pirate Jenny 
and Surabaya Johnny . she is 
the angry victim. With Mack 
the Knife and The Ballad of 
Sexual Dependency . she is the 
cynical observer musing on 
the world’s harsh ways. 

She may not always hit the 
note, and her accent may slip 
erratically, tom Cockney to 
Home Counties, but her husky 
voice is a perfect medium for 
Weill's melodies. Only when 
she borrows from Noel Cow¬ 
ard does she fail. 

A table, chair and stool are 
her only props, and pianist 
Paul Trueblood her only com¬ 
panion. But with these and 
some nicely told stories 
Faithfull provides an evening 
in which the attractions divide 
equally between the songs, the 
singing and the singer. 


to restore the unique, divine 
voice of die prevalve trom¬ 
bone, while retaining the flexi¬ 
bility of the valve." 

The new Christian Lindberg 
trombone, set to be the Rolls- 
Royce of the instrument, will 
be tried out at the weekend in 
Birmingham’s rwo-week 
Sounds of Sweden festival. 
Tomorrow's world premiere of 
a piece commissioned by 
Iannis Xenakis in his 75th 
birthday year, for Lindberg 
and the eight marimbas of the 
Swedish percussion ensemble 
Kroumata, will be followed on 
Sunday by another festival 
premiere, Jan Sandstrom’s 
Cantos de la Mancha. 

S andstr&m, Lind berg’s 

closest collaborator, is 
the man who changed 
the trombone into a Harley- 
Davidson in the Motorbike 
Concerto of 1989, a musical 
experience once heard — and 
seen — never forgotten. Can¬ 
tos is a new 15-minute concerto 
which is a pocket version of 
the 35-minute Don Quixote de 
la Mancha to be premiered by 
the BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra next month. 

In Cantos de la Mancha 
Lindberg frequently has to 
sing and play at the same 
time, and does one or two 
other things besides. "By the 
end. I really fed that I have 
been a human being." he says. 
“I have made all the mistakes 
that are not allowed for a 
soloist I have thrown every¬ 
thing off. done it all, revealed 
everything.’’ Birmingham 
may never be the same again. 

• Xenakis's Xythas, tomorrow: 
Sandstrom's Cantos de la Man¬ 
cha. Sunday: both at 730pm. 
Adrian Boult HalL Birmingham 
10121-2123333) 
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When the sun finally 


set in the East 


Lawrence Norfolk 


learns why the 


wheels had to fall 


off the European 
powers’ imperial 
rickshaws 


A glance at the map which pref¬ 
aces John Keay* latest book 
adumbrates the problem which 
faces any historian of the Far 
Ease it looks like the aftermath of an 
explosion. Peninsulas dangle off filigreed 
coastlines and islands pit the sea like 
grapeshoL There are, literally, thousands 
of them, including three of the world’s 
four largest and a majority of the smallest 
Historians have been known to wander 
for years in this tangle of detaiL Some 
never come out 

Students of Britain* history in the East 
know John Keay for a masterly land, 
more rare yet readable) history ot ilv? 
East India Company which avoided the 
trap of trying to work out wfta; exactly 
“The Company” was by concenl^^fg 
instead on what it did. A similarly 
Inspired slicing of the Gordian knot is 
apparent in Last Post. 

Keay begins with an overview of the 
situation to 1930. The Dutch held what is 
now Indonesia while, across the Malacca 
Strait, the British held present-day Ma¬ 
laysia along with Singapore, Shanghai, 
Sarawak, Hong Kong. Weiharwei, Jo- 
hore, Labuan, and the Dindings. Many of 
these names were even less familiar in 
1930 than they are now. Some were not 
actually colonies at all but protectorates, 
and others were leased. The French 
claimed present-day Vietnam. Laos, and 


LAST POST 

The End of Empire in the East 

By John Keay 

John Mumzv, £22 
ISBN 07m 5346 6 


Cambodia, together with some tenuous 
footholds in China, while America had 
ejected and supplanted the Spanish in the 
Philippines only 30 years before. There 
was no “Empire” as such, but rather 
“empires”, all differently acquired, main¬ 
tained, and regarded by the different 
colonial powers. 

Faced with this material Keay* meth¬ 
od is to set seemingly isolated' incidents 
within the much wider context that 
produced them. Thus the development of 
Bali's tourist industry is sourced in a book 
of 1930 called The Last Paradise (typical 
sentence: The bronze bowls of her 
maiden breasts projected angular, living 
shadows"). But it is also traced bade to the 
massacres by which die Dutch -first 
pacified then colonised the island in 1906- 
OS. 

Some “incidents" remain so singular 
that even Keay cannot incorporate them 
into his narrative. The acquisition of 
Sarawak by the “White Raj" of the Brooke 
family is one such. Captain James Brooke 
was accorded the sovereignty of Sarawak 
by the Sultan of Brunei in the 1840s in 
return for his actions against the pirates of 
the South China Sea. Finding themselves 
acclaimed as papular rulers by their 
subjects, the Brooke dynasty then spent 
the next hundred years trying to extricate 
themselves from their kingdom, only 
truly succeeding in 1941 when Sarawak 
was invaded by the Japanese. Keay 
comments: “An anachronism as well as 
an anomaly, Sarawak nicely encapsulat¬ 
ed the contradictions of British empire in 
the East.” 

That sentence is the sound that one 
hand makes when thrown up in bewilder¬ 
ment It is a sound rarely heard in Last 



Bo win 
the new 


g out of empire: a poster depicting the 1963 union of Singporc, Sabah. Sarawak and Malaya into 
v Malaysia: but by 1965 Singapore — the young man in shirt and trousers—had left to go it alone 


Post because Keay has not orily mastered 
his vast mass of material but also resolved 
to stick to it This can result in some 
magnificently insouciant compressions: 
"As the Chinese empire became a stutter¬ 
ing republic and then an erratic experi¬ 
ment in Mandst-Leninist socialism ..." 
or. even better, "Like one stricken with 
senile impotence, the British found dial 
losing the means to perform coincided 
with losing the inclination." 

Cleaving to the faultlines whose gradu¬ 
al widening he chares, hopping between 
flashpoints and bridgeheads, Keay still 
manages to evoke the slow and near¬ 
invisible movement which brought the 
European empires to their various ends. 
Its causes, by Keay's reckoning, were: 
rice, nationalism, stupidity, muddle, the 
Second World War, and the Dakota 
transport plane. Add British absentmind¬ 
edness, Dutch intransigence. French arro¬ 
gance. and American naivety, and it is a 
wonder, or a horror, that the Empire 
existed at all. 

Keay himself succumbs to neither 
reaction. Last Post is a model of narrative 
history, coolly presented and perfectly 
paced. It espouses no Grand Theory, 
preferring instead the far more difficult 
task of telling a vast, complicated, and 
still-controversial story with both passion 


and insight Keay* triumph is to render 
this story intelligible without being forced 
to sacrifice the details, for the details are 
the point If there was a single factor 
which would render the Empires of the 
Far East ultimately ungovernable from 
without it was their delirious 
heterogeneity. 


Roger Scruton embarks f or the outer limits 

In theory, the answer 

to everything 



(I 


F ew scientists would at- 
tempr what Deutsch has 
attempted, which is to 
summarise the entire scientific 
enterprise and give a theory of 
everything — or rather, a 
theory of the theory of every¬ 
thing, a kind of scientific 
prediction of what the final 
theory will be. It is regarded as 
a defect in an ordinary mortal, 
that he should be “dazzled by 
science" But Deutsch is a 
dazzled scientist who also sets 
out to dazzle, rejoicing like a 
child in his aerobatics as he 
vaults through the intellectual 
stratosphere, throwing para¬ 
dox upon paradox to the 
mortals below. 

Deutsch recognises that we 
cannot know everything. But 
we could have a theory of 
everything. Such a theory 
would give the “laws of 
motion" of the universe — 
the laws which explain 
how one state arises from 
another. Of course, laws 
of motion are not enough. 

We must also state the 
initial conditions. But we 
could. Deutsch believes, 
extrapolate to the begin¬ 
ning of rime from our 
present data, and so pro¬ 
vide an explanation of the 
world. There are “four 
strands" in this explana¬ 
tion: quantum physics, 
epistemology (the theory 
of knowledge), computer 
science, and evolutionary 
biology. Add these togeth¬ 
er and the mystery of the 


THE FABRIC OF 

reality 

By David Deutsch 
Allen Lane. £25 
ISBN 0713990619 


its “omega point”, when a 
society of computational be¬ 
ings will emerge, each part of 
a universal computer in which 
all information is stored. This 
computer, being omniscient, 
omnipresent and omnipotent, 
is the God of Spinoza: one who 
might hear our prayers, while 
barred by logic from 
responding. 

These gleeful paradoxes are 
arrived at in a manner famil¬ 
iar from Sir James Jeans* 
Mysterious Universe. The au- 



Deutsch: rather too optimistic 


universe dissolves — though 
into a far greater mystery. The 
world turns out not to be a 
universe at all but a 
“mu Inverse" in which a con¬ 
tinuum of universes jostle side 
by side in suffocating 
abundance. 

Time stands still in this 
multiverse, and you can voy¬ 
age through it in any direction, 
provided you don’t mind end¬ 
ing up in another universe: 
(Actually, it is not you who will 
end up there, but your “coun¬ 
terpart") The distinction be¬ 
tween reality and virtual 
reality disappears, and noth¬ 
ing important distinguishes us 
from the rest of nature apart 
from the capacity to represent 
it — a capacity thar we share 
with computers, of which we 
are in any case composed. But 
although time does not flow, 
the world advances towards 


thor presents the bare bones of 
a scientific theory, the essence 
of which is mathematical, and 
then provides a homely model 
in terms that are not mathe¬ 
matical at all, and which, if 
taken literally, lead instantly 
to paradox. Seizing on the 
paradox, the author then de¬ 
letes the theory. The “multi- 
verse" interpretation of 
quantum physics (due to 
Hugh Everett) is "proved”.by 
showing that light is com¬ 
posed of particles, which be¬ 
have like waves. This is 
observable (and Deutsch pro¬ 
vides an exciting summary of 
the experiment). It is also what. 
quantum mechanics predicts. 
A single photon filtered 
through a slit will therefore 
generate interference patterns. 
How is this possible? 

The correct response fo thal 
question is: where* the contra¬ 


diction? But it is here that the 
model takes over. We imagine 
that the photon is being inter¬ 
fered with by another partide, 
though one that we are forbid¬ 
den to observe, since it is not 
part of our universe. Ergo, 
there is not one universe but 
two. Hang on, though. That 
other universe will also obey 
the laws of quantum mechan¬ 
ics, and particles there will be 
shadowed by their counter¬ 
parts. Hence a third unhvrse; 
and a fourth. Go down this 
line and the result is not 
“trillions” of universes, as 
Deutsch says, but infinitely 
many. They will have the 
character of "possible worlds", 
those devices familiar from 
modal logic, which seem to 
solve problems only by creat¬ 
ing insoluble problems of their 
own. To imagine that the 
“multiverse" is a theory of 
anything, let alone of 
everything, is to beg every 
philosophical question 
about the nature of 
theories. 

Deutsch does not mind 
doing this. In his chapter 
on epistemology he leans 
as uncritically on Popper 
as he leans on Everett. He 
rightly points out that 
scientific theories are pro- 
pored in response to prob¬ 
lems. But since he says 
nothing about the nature 
of a scientific problem this 
leaves everything exactly 
as it was. Suppose you 
asked why the first chord 
of Tristan is resolved onto the 
dominant seventh of A minor. 
That is a real question — one 
of the most important ques¬ 
tions there is. But it is not a 
scientific question. 

And that in the end, is what 
is so dispiriting about this 
book — that irt shows no 
awareness of the limits of 
science. It is easy to bebriUiant 
when expounding the Darwin¬ 
ian theory of hum an nature* or 
die implications of Turing* 
Principle. But the glare of sus 
instant science causes us^to 
avert our eyes: WeJose sighjof 
the real universe, and confront 
a multiverse of shadows^, in 
which there are no human 
beings, but only their interga- 
lactic counterparts, looking as 
Deutsch looks on the inside 
cover of this book — glowing 
with an “unscnipulous.optkn- 
.ism."..■ ; 


T o end by way of an illustration, 
here is Josef von Sternberg, as 
quoted by Keay. confronting a 
multi-storey pleasure palace in 
1930s Shanghai: "When I had entered the 
hot stream of humanity there was no 
turning back even had 1 wanted to... The 
fifth floor featured girls whose dresses 
were slit to the armpits, a stuffed whale, 
story-tellers, balloons, peep-shows, 
masks, a mirror-maze, two love-letter 
booths whose scribes guaranteed results, 
rubber goods, and a temple filled with 
ferocious gods and joss sticks." 

Keay navigates this world of smoke and 
mirrors with the confidence of his 
considerable learning and the result is a 
stylish book of clarity and argumentative 
vigour. 


Lawrence Norfolk's latest novel. The 
Pope* Rhinoceros, is published by 
Minerva, priced £6.99. 



IN THE first essay of this new 
collection, Ben Okri writes 
that poets “need to be multiple 
witnesses around the central 
masquerades of reality in 
order to convey fully the 
unimaginable dimensions of 
the deity* terrible and en¬ 
chanting dance." You could 
meditate upon dial sentence as 
if it were a Buddhist koan, and 
still it would not yield up a 
mote of interest or revelation. 
What are those central mas¬ 
querades? And how can those 
dimensions ever be “fully” 
conveyed if they are indeed 
“unimaginable”? 

This clumsiness is in no way 
redeemed by passing glances 
to Rilke. Dante and Nietzsche. 
When he quotes Elias Canetti 
(The inklings of poets are the 
forgotten adventures of God”) 
that glimpse of nimble wis¬ 
dom comes like a flash of light 
in the midst of Okri* cumber- 


WHlIam Fiennes 


A WAY OF BEING 
FREE 
By Ben Okri 
Phoenix House. £12.99 
ISBN I8975SO 142 


some abstractions. 

The book gets no better. 
Creativity and the Minotaur 
is a short monograph on 
Picasso* Minotauromachy. 
The Minotaur," Okri writes, 
"is the enigma at the heart of 
the modem age.” "Is it f you 
want to ask. "In a sense," Okri 
continues, "the Minotaur can¬ 
not be conquered.” Again you 
want to press him: ’’which 
sense is that, exactly?" There is 
more revelation in the art 
criticism of Sister Wendy. His 
meditations on Othello are 
similarly quotidian. Mostly 


these "essays” consist of 
strings of vatic pronounce¬ 
ments: "These are strange 
times. Many things stifle our 
dreams. We may be getting 
smaller. We should beware of 
turning into rhinoeeri.” We 
sure should. 

But like the oracle at Delphi, 
to whom Okri* voice bears 
some resemblance, and 1 don’t 
mean that in a good way, these 
assertions allow no opportuni¬ 
ty for redress. They are deliv¬ 
ered into the vacuum of their 
own assumed value. Okri 
scorns the “antagonists” and 
“enemies” of poets; the politi¬ 
cians. heads of state, kings, 
and soldiers who “curb the 
poet* vision of reality". The 
existence of John Donne (sol¬ 
dier and religious leader) or 
Vaclav Havel (head of state) 
shows up the idiocy of Okri* 
scheme. A poet sings not songs 
but “dithyrambs" — for no 


reason other than that Okri 
likes the word* spurious Clas¬ 
sical blessing. 

Grandiloquence is not the 
same thing as intelligence, nor 
can portentousness do duty for 
wisdom. Seamus Heaney* es: 
says are a cogent and moving 
defence of poetry, next. to 
which Okri* seems a hollow 
sort of self-congratulation. 
George Steiner* Real- Pres¬ 
ences is a real inspiring 
argument for the religious 
dimension of .art. Okri makes 
much of the image of a dancer 
who represents "the courage 
to go beyond ourselves”, 
though set this beside any of 
Yeats* poems on the same 
subject — Sweet Dancer or To 
a Child Dancing in the Wind 
or A Crazed Girt and you will 
see how this book that makes 
such a clamour about poetry 
and wonder is itself so bereft 
of those qualities. 
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A t least 100.000 people 
were murdered in 
Guangxi province in 
south western China during 
the first years of die Cultural 
Revolution. Some hundreds 
were eaten. Many thousands 
participated in the cannibal¬ 
ism. Liu Binyan, China’s best 
known investigative journalist 
told me: "Of course in 
Guangxi itself the cannibal¬ 
ism was known about from 
top to bottom. But we didn't 
dare publish the story. It was 


A political hunger sated 


Jonathan Mirsky 


THE SCARLET 
MEMORIAL 
Tales of Cannibaltsm 
in Modem China 
By Zheng Yi, 
Edited and translated 
byT. P. Sym 

Westview Press. £23.95 
ISBXOS1332615X 


too cruel and too dirty." 

The horror was investigated 
by the Party in the early 
Eighties, internal documents 
were prepared, and punish¬ 
ments. were administered, al¬ 
though the authorities had 
ordered, supervised, and 
joined in the killing and eat¬ 
ing. A few were expelled. But 
most of the documents were 
concealed “out of fear that 
such evidence, if leaked to 
Hong Kong journalists, would 
reveal just how widespread 
cannibalism had been in 
Guangxi." 

We now haw, in Scarlet 



Bucolic vision? On this apparently peaceful siteln Sishao village Deng Jifang, son of a local landlord, was eaten 


Memorial, a foil study of this 
matter. The author, Zheng Yi. 
a well-known Chinese novelist 
and journalist, once an enthu¬ 
siastic Red Guard who visited* 
Guangxi briefly in 1968, re¬ 
calls me poster in Tiananmen 
referring to The slaughter of 


100,000 people in Guangxi", 
and soon “the more astonish¬ 
ing and incredible news 
[whichl swept Beijing: canni¬ 
balism in Guangxi." In 1986, 
he returned to Guangxi, ob¬ 
tained the records, inter¬ 
viewed officials and survivors 


— and several cannibals who 
felt no shame. We did it for 
Mao. they said. 

After Tiananmen. Mr 
Zheng, now on Beijing* Most 
Wanted list for his participa¬ 
tion in the Tiananmen demon¬ 
strations, fled from China, 


bearing the documents. I inter¬ 
viewed him in 1993. when he 
said. "For the first time in our 
long history, Chinese ate 
people, not because there was 
a famine and they were starv¬ 
ing to death, but for political 
reasons." According ro his 


book there were other periods 
during the Communist revolu¬ 
tion when “enemies” were 
eaten, bur Guangxi is the great 
case. 

I cannot recommend that 
you read this book. It is plainly 
written, utterly convincing, 
meticulously documented and 
terrible to read. Mr Zheng* 
quotations are vivid, lurid ... 
Here is Yi Wansheng. killer 
and cannibal: To engage in 
revolution, my heart is red! 
Didn’t Chairman Mao say 
"Kill or be killed.’ If I live, you 
must die. Class struggle." 

Mr Zheng told me: “I spoke 
to some of the people who ate 
political victims. They didn't 
feel guilty at all. Most of them 
just said: That* what it was 
like in Guangxi—then. We all 
did bad things. I wouldn't eat 
anyone now."* 

Mr Zheng, ex-Red Guard; 
has thought about why. “We 
attempted to bring about a 
beautiful society," he writes. 
‘We thought that after tread¬ 
ing through file quagmire of 
blood ... we would be able to 
face the most magnificent 
dawn in the history of man¬ 
kind. Instead we consorted 
with the beasts." 

No Cannibal in Guangxi 
was punished. Wei Guoqing, a 
comrade in arms of Deng 
Xiaoping, who had been 
Guangxi Party Secretary dur¬ 
ing the cannibalism, was ele¬ 
vated to Head of the Chinese 
Anny* Political Department 
Mr Zheng reports him as 
saying “Why shouldn’t those 
committed cannibalism 
he Promoted as cadres?" 
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Shriven on the holy isles 

k T T_ _ „ . ^ 


N obody but Geoffrey 
Moorhouse. f think, 
could have written 
wonderfully imaginative 
Z 1 ™* one of tHe most 
remarkable religious sertle- 
menLs of western Christianity, 
the medieval Celtic monastery 
on the Irish islands of Skellig. 
It is a subject precisely suited 
to his particular gifts — a feel 
for things spiritual, a tough 
^ the. ascetic, a grave 
and disciplined descriptive 
Pf' os f* human sympathy and 
absolute honesty. Others 
might taint the subject with 
the lurid or the sensational, or 
alternatively deaden it with 
book-learning: Moorhouse, to 
my mind, gets the mixture just 
right, and gives us an almost 
hallucinatorily vivid re-enact¬ 
ment of a very peculiar human 
experience. 

It was in the 6th century that 
monks of the Celtic Church 
first settled on the precipitous, 
uninhabited and storm-swept 
Skelligs. which lie eight miles 
in the Atlantic off the coast of 
Co Kerry. They remained 


Jan Morris on the harsh lives 
of the ancient monks of Skellig 
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Weidenfeld & Nicoison. £18.99 
ISBN 0297 81595 4 


there, in conditions of appall¬ 
ing voluntary hardship, until 
the 13th century. Since then the 
islands have been uninhabited 
again, except for transient 
hermits, pilgrims, lighthouse 
keepers and tourists, but there 
remain the stone wails and 
ruined oratories of the monas¬ 
tery: from these relics, high on 
the inaccessible flanks of the 
main island, and from sketchy 
historical records, Moorhouse 
has reconstructed the story of 
the Skellig monastery, start to 
finish. 

fr is a weird tale of holy self- 
denial — pointless to unbeliev¬ 
ers. inspiring, I suppose, to 


those who can accept that an 
entirely introspective and un¬ 
productive way of life, centred 
around constant prayer and 
masochistic discomfort, in 
some way brings the soul 
closer to God. Devised in the 
first place by rhe holy men of 
Middle Eastern deserts, living 
on the tops of pillars or 
immured in caves for years at 
a time, this mode of dedication 
seems even more grotesque 
when it is translated to the 
fierce seas of the Atlantic, and 
to add to the terrible nature of 
the islands, time and again the 
monks were raided by Vikings 
—just as awful as the fabulous 
beasts and forked devils who 
plagued the Desert Fathers. 

The first part of the book, 
"The Tradition", consists en¬ 
tirely of Moorhouse's recon¬ 
struction of life on the Skelligs 
during their monastic centu¬ 
ries. This is masterly, written 


with great restraint and schol¬ 
arly care, and utterly convinc¬ 
ing in its evocation of 
mortifications, mind-sets and 
charged emotions on those 
inhospitable slabs. The second 
part entitled The Evidence", 
is really a collection of long 
footnotes, disguised as proper 
chapters and detailing the 
reasons behind rhe book’s 
imaginative conjectures, f 
thought this less satisfactory. 1 
was perfectly happy not to 
know the reasons, having 
complete trust in Moorhouse's 
integrity, and 1 thought they 
made anti-dim actic reading 
after the sombre work of art 
thar came before. 

So I sometimes found my¬ 
self skimming through ex¬ 
planatory passages about the 
Synod of Whitby and die 
Monastic Horarium, and 
have already forgotten most of 
their learned allusions. I shall 
always remember, though, my 
nights and days on the 
Skelligs themselves, in the 
company of Moorhouse and 
those long-dead monks: hoe- 
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ing the sparse gardens in the 
teeth of the wind, gathering 
the fish from the pool nets 
among the rocks, chanting in 
the cold as the dawn broke, 
fighting die demons of self- 
esteem, performing harsh 


penances at the abbot's com¬ 
mand, watching the sun dance 
in ecstatic vision, assembling 
terrified up the scree when the 
lion-prow of a Viking longs hip 
slides into view among the 
rocks below. 


It is as though I were really 
there, just as, if i believed in 
such things, ! could almost 
suppose that in some previous 
incarnation Geoffrey Moor¬ 
house was a monk on the 
Skelligs himself. 


A rebel to the manor bom 
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V 



Peter Ackroyd on the extraordinary life of an 
18th-century aristocratic Irish revolutionary 


I n the infinitely complicated 
and ambiguous history of 
Ireland, Lord Edward Fitzger¬ 
ald emerges as one of its most 
ambivalent figures. He was a 
brother of the premier peer of that 
country, but he attempted to mount 
a revolution. He adored his family, 
and spent half his life gardening, 
but he advocated violence as the 
surest means of subverting the 
established authorities. 

It had all begun so differently. He 
was bom. in 1763, a Kildare, rhe 
great Irish family which alternately 
confused and bedevilled English 
mnnarchs by claiming local sover¬ 
eignty without demanding com¬ 
plete independence. By the middle 
of the JSth century, when “Pretty 
Eddy" was first presented to an 
adoring world, it was still the most 
powerful force in the country. 
“Eddy", pretty or not, could only 
add lustre to the name. “Tis an 
almost perfect little Being." his 
mother wrote, “literally having no 
fault, but too much warmth of 
temper." it might almost be his 
epitaph. 

He was protected, and cosseted, 
with entirely predictable results. All 
his life he remained amiable and 
confiding, but obstinate: he was 
energetic and optimistic, but unpre¬ 
dictable. He was educated by his 
doting mother on Rousseauist prin¬ 
ciples and, in the notorious phrase 
of the 1770s, developed into “a man 
of feeling” susceptible and refined 
in equal measure. He would have 
led 3n agreeable life if he had 
remained at home and devoted that 
sensibility to private pursuits; but, 
instead, he roamed abroad and 
took a larger view. 

He joined the Army, of course as 
an officer, and first saw battle at 
Charleston during the American 
War of Independence. Here a 
liberated African slave, Tony Small, 
saved his life, the saviour became 
his servant and soon the two men 
were inseparable. It was the first 
occasion when Edward Fitzgerald's 
belief in the “equality of man" was 
pur into practice. It was also to 
become the principal, if fatal, 
thread of his life. A subsequent visit 
to Nova Scotia, where he was made 
a chief of the Iroquois, only con¬ 
firmed his egalitarianism. So, on 
his return to London, he became an 
enthusiastic supporer of the French 
Revolution and of Tom Paine's 
Rights of Man. 

He has not been treated with 
entire seriousness by contemporary 
historians. Roy Foster in his Mod¬ 
em Ireland, describes him as "the 


epitome of radical chic”. He was. 
indeed, a radical of a philosophical 
rather than a native kind. Stella 
Tiilyard justifiably depicts him as a 
product of the Enlightenment, who 
always remained "cosmopolitan" 
rather than “national”. In that 
sense he was closer to Fox than to 
Blake but, in her very vivid depic¬ 
tion of late 18th-century London, 
Tiilyard notes the ease with which 
he could travel from the Wliig 
drawing rooms of Piccadilly to the 
dissenting bookshops of Si Paul's 
Churchyard. For one moment, they 
were allied. But then the moment 
ended. 

The twin forces of domestic 
oppression and French fanaticism 
led many erstwhile liberals to 
renounce their allegiance to the 
revolutionary cause. But Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald was different 


CITIZEN LORD 

By Stella TiDyani 

Chano8Windus, £1699 
ISBN070/165383 


He renounced only his title, and 
moved to Paris. He no longer 
powdered his hair. More signifi¬ 
cantly, perhaps, he planned an 
armed revolution in Dublin on the 
same pattern as that of his French 
comrades. 

Tiilyard offers a very convincing 
portrait of this colourful, if some¬ 
what startling, figure: Citizen Lord 
is an example of histoiy aspiring to 
the condition of a good novel: it is by 
no means an idiosyncratic effort on 
her part, since this has become an 
age when the traditional forms of 
fiction and history are breaking 
apart. That is why she is able to 
comprehend historical facts with 
the imagination of an artist rather 
than that of a simple chronicler. 
Her previous book was entitled 
Aristocrats, and in this new work 
she is particularly good at convey¬ 
ing the life of the late ISth-century 
Irish peerage, bibulous and spend¬ 
thrift, louche when not entirely 
demented. 

This was the world from which 
Fitzgerald came, and in part it 
explains the particular nature of his 
radicalism. As an impecunious 
younger son of a grand family, he 
was in turn patronised and rejected 
by his more wealthy or powerful 
relatives: he was a “man of feeling" 
who interpreted the world in terms 
of private sentiment and as a result 
came to believe that in Tiilyard *s 
words, English society itself was 


both “divisive and heartless". 

So he became a rebel. He 
travelled to Dublin, and was soon 
associated with the United Irish: he 
consorted with French agents, and 
urged the Directory to mount an 
armed invasion of Ireland. He 
wished to create a popular republic; 
he wore light green cravats and 
began to learn Gaelic. At first it was 
believed that he was only “playing 
revolution", in the phrase of his 
contemporaries, but he was very 
serious indeed. 

He is now almost unknown to 
name and fame. He is one of those 
curious figures who somehow seem 
to slip out of history, although they 
were of vast significance in their 
own time. Thomas Moore, the 
balladeer, ran to look at him in die 
street because his “name had, from 
my school days, been associated 
with all that was noble, patriotic 
and chivalrous". So why has he 
been forgotten? He is an anomaly; 
he offends historical decorum by 
being both a revolutionary and an 
aristocrat, a lord and a democrat 
He also failed, and historians of the 
old progressive school do not dwell 
upon failure. 

T hat is why Tillyard’s book 
is so welcome. It is also 
very timely in the sense 
that, in recording the fatal 
career of one extraordinary man, 
she is able to draw suggestive 
parallels with certain aspects of 
contemporaiy Irish life. She 
describes the policy of “terror and 
repression" by which late 18th- 
century government was conducted 
in that country; here are some of the 
earliest records of internments, 
punishment beatings, and caches of 
arms. The world of the United 
Irishman was one where “anyone 
might be an informer, anyone a 
spy" 

It was in fact espionage which 
destroyed Fitzgerald's attempt at 
armed revolution. He travelled only 
at night. He wore a heavy disguise 
and was always surrounded by 
armed bodyguards. Yet an inform¬ 
er traced him; he was arrested and, 
after being shot, imprisoned in 
Dublin Castle. The rebellion of 1798 
ended in defeat and disaster for the 
United Irishmen, while its leader 
lay dying in a prison cell. But 
Edward Fitzgerald is not to be 
admired, or even pitied. Tiilyard 
herself has simply tried to under¬ 
stand him and, in that act of 
understanding, she is able to con¬ 
vey an essential truth about the 
man and his period. 


Suffer with success 
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Derwent May 


HOW PROUST CAN 
CHANGE YOUR UFE 
By Alain de Botton 

Picador, £12.99 
ISBN 0330 34762 4 


ne in two lines what 
ed to say." But de 
ggests that Proust's 
can teach us how to 
look properly at 
ilarge our sympa- 
n find a fragic or 
'el in a short news- 
■m. When Harold 
met Proust in the 
in 1919. and talked to 
it the peace confer- 
e novelist cried: 
tas si vire" — and 
,■ showed Nicoison 
ell his story more 

n his chapter "How 
■ Successfully", de 
jgests that if Swann, 
lan-about-town, had 

> to listen w his 
hen he was experi- 
leous pangs of jeal- 
his mistress Odette, 
have learnt hciw to 
jsy into understand- 
- declares de Botton 


— can learn from Swann’s 
failure. 

Of course, de Botton has an 
ulterior motive in presenting 
Proust in this lighthearted way 
as a sort of Agony Aunt. This is 
a cunning means of getting his 
readers to feel at ease with 
what so often seems a daunt¬ 
ing novel. And by the end of 
the book many aspects of In 
Search of Lost Time have been 
finely illuminated. 

If I have one reservation 
about his achievement, it is 
that he himself can be a little 
long-winded and sententious 

— especially in his offputting 
introductory chapter. As he is 
cheeky enough to say ihat his 
girlfriend Kate looks just like 
Marcel's girlfriend Albenine, 
and io include a photograph of 
her in the book, perhaps 1 can 
say thai here and there he 
reminds me of Proust’s didac¬ 
tic diplomat. M. de Norpois. 
There is an occasional 19th- 
century bien peasant flavour 
to his style of precisely the 
kind Proust satirised. 

One other reservation 
strikes me. If we all learned 
from Proust how to avoid all 
the tragicomic errors itis char¬ 
acters fall into, the next Proust 
would have nothing to write 
about at all. 



The sea yields 
up its secrets 


EVER since Melville’S assault 
on the great white whale (and 
with it the great American 
novel), the sea off the New 
England coast has proved as 
fruitful to writers as to fisher¬ 
men. The latest to launch into 
h is Peter Landes man. whose 
immensely accomplished first 
novel offers a fictional account 
of a real-life disaster, the 
sinking of the pleasure boat. 
The Rawn, in 1941. 

To muddy the waters still 
further, of the 36 people on 
board, only the bodies of the 
captain (naked and strapped 
to a keg) and the 14 women 
were discovered, leading to 
wild rumours that rhe men 
had been captured and en¬ 
slaved by the Germans- Out of 
the bare bones — and disfig¬ 
ured corps® — °f this story, 
Landesman has fashioned a 
Fascinating fiction, which is 
part historical mystery, in 
which various figures, includ¬ 
ing a young fisherman and a 
sensation-seeking journalist, 
investigate the disaster, part a 
psychological study in survi¬ 
vor guilt, and part an explora¬ 
tion of disappearing values in 
a changing world. 


Michael Arditti 


THE RAVEN 

By Peter Landesman 

Flamingo , £12.99 
ISBN 000225 SSI0 


Narrative is skilfully han¬ 
dled across four decades as the 
tragedy takes its long-term toll 
and the sea gradually yields 
its secrets. For all the bril¬ 
liance of its individual charac¬ 
ters. the novel is essentially a 
social portrait, concerned with 
the survival of a community 
under threat not only from 
nature (rhe sea and floods) but 
also from modem industrial 
methods (the takeover of the 
town's millj, commercial mal¬ 
practice. and the ethos of the 
new "Theme Park" age. 

This is a magnificent debut. 
Landesman is the equal of E. 
Annie Proulx in his handling 
of the fishermen’s hard lives 
and tangy dialogue. The 
Raven displays the allegorical 
power of the best sea stories 
wedded to the thematic rich¬ 
ness and psychological depth 
of the finest fiction. 
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On the 
lookout 
from 
here 

THE London Topographical 
Society has been publishing 
maps, views and plans of the 
capital since I8S0. Although its 
publications indude a colour 
satellite view of London (8S x 
62 cm), most of them are 
historical. The society’s very 
first book was a facsimile of 
Anthony Wyngaerde's pan¬ 
orama of 1544. and IIS years 
later a new facsimile has been 
produced with scholarly infor¬ 
mation about the artist and 
the identifiable buildings. The 
panorama is. in the words of 
Howard Colvin's introduc¬ 
tion. “the first known attempt 
ar a comprehensive topo¬ 
graphical record", but also 
“the last glimpse of the medi¬ 
eval city as it stood before the 
Reformation which resulted in 
the disappearance of so many 
of its principal religious 
monuments". 

Wyngaerde is presumed to 
have worked with Henry 
Wills assent, and he loyally 
shows the heads of traitors on 
their poles on Old London 
Bridge. He is nor always 
reliable — church towers are 
transposed and details are 
omitted — but il is remarkable 
to see a familiar street as it 
was 450 years ago. and espe¬ 
cially so for me because 
Wyngaerde’s supposed van¬ 
tage point is virtually on the 
roof of my flaL 

The panorama can be ob¬ 
tained for £35 (post free to 
Times readers) from LTS. c/o 
230 Bishopgate Institute. 
EC2M 4QH. 

ALSO for cartophiles is a 
seminar at the London Trans¬ 
port Museum on April 26, on 
the theme of the current 



BIBLIOMANE 


exhibition, “The Joy of Maps" 
— Oh my America, my new- 
i found-land. For information, 
call 0171 379 6344. Or you may 
like to splash out on Richard 
Horwood’s Plan of the Cities 
of London and Westminster, 
the Borough of Southwark 
and Parts Adjoining, showing 
every house (1800), a 26in to the 
mile map of Georgian 
London, to be sold at 
Sotheby's cm Friday (est. 
£3,000-4,000). 

THE dormant historical re¬ 
search collection of the old 
Ministry of Works, strong in 
the fields of architecture and 
archaeology, has been trans¬ 
ferred to English Heritage in 
Savile Row. where it is being 
recatalogued. It joins Sir 
Mayson' Beeton’s reference 
collection of books and his 
three to four thousand prints 
of the architecture and social 
life of London. 

THE histoiy of the book has 
been intensely studied and 
documented. Yet new areas of 
research continue to emerge. 
Bookcloth 1823-1980 by Wil¬ 
liam Tomlinson and Richard 
Masters is virtually the first 
word on the binding material 
that superseded leather and 
was itself superseded by 
toughened papers. Clearly 
written and with 36 "feeler" 
samples, it is largely a com¬ 
pany history of Winterbot- 
tom’s. which established 
something like a world mo¬ 
nopoly. supplying 50 countries 
from Salford. 

The story parallels the rise 
and fall of the Monotype 
Corporation, which supplied 
the world with hot-metal type¬ 
setting machinery. But the 
earliest history of binding in 
cloth is still unclear. Can the 
maroon-and-black horizontal¬ 
ly striped doth on my copy of 
Coleridge’s Table Talk (1835) 
really be the publisher's origi¬ 
nal binding? Did Murray’s 
want it to look like a Liquorice 
Alisort? 

Bookcloth is available from 
PO Box 17. Maple, Stockport. 
SK6 5FD. informative though 
it is. an edition of 1,500 copies 
at £325 looks optimistic to me. 
The Incline Press’s volume of 
essays in Praise of Patterned 
Papers is perhaps more realis¬ 
tic, with 360 copies, beginning 
at £9S (Ha Printer Street, 
Oldham, OLl 1PN). 

Jim McCue 
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Bargains of the week 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 101997 

— from new services to Bogota and Palma to fly-drive holidays to Los An geles 


DUTCH Airline Transavta 
has introduced all-econoray 
flights between Gatwick and 
Amsterdam with tickets from 
£69 return. Details: 01293 
538181. 

■ LATVIAN airline Riair has 
a £199 excursion between 
Gatwick and Riga. Details: 
01293 535727. 

■ COLOMBIAN carrier Av- 
ianca launches a twice-weekly 
Heathrow ro Bogota service 
on May 3 with fares starting at 
£540 return including a free 
domestic connection to most 
cities. De rails : 0990 767747. 

■ AIR Tickets Dired has a 
£221 fare during April with 
Continental between Gatwick. 
Manchester and New York. 
Details: 0990 320321. 

■ BRITISH Airways now 
flies five times a day between 
Gatwick and Glasgow. Return 
fares on this new route start at 
£72. Details: 0345 222111. 

■ NEW airline Future Direct 
inaugurates twice-weekly Gat¬ 
wick to Palma flights on May 
2 for £140. Details: 0990 
77 2233. 


GLASGOW can now be 
readied from London in five 
hours on the 15 daily Virgin 
West Coast train services. 
SuperApex returns — which 
must be booked at least 14 
days in advance — cost from 
£29 return. The full range of 
fares is available from 0345 
991995. 

■ INGHAMS Eurobreak is 
offering three nights* B&B at 
the two-star Gavami Hotel in 
Paris, travelling by Eurostar 
or air. from £174 per person, 
including Seine cruise, trans¬ 
fers and guidebook. Details: 
0181-7807700. 

■ MOTOR racing enthus¬ 
iasts can visit the Belgian 
Grand Prix this year from ES5, 
including a return coach Tare 
and a night in a four-star 
hotel. Tickets for the event — 
which range from £40 to £250 
— can be obtained from the 
organisers separately. Details: 
Airtrack Services 01895 810810. 

■ UNTIL June 15. Hayes & 
Jarvis are offering 14 nights' 
room-only accommodation at 
the Golden Sands hotel in 
Penang for £669 per person. 
The price, which includes 


return flights from Heathrow, 
represents a saving of £114 on 
brochure price. Details: 0181- 
2227822. 

■ UNf JET has cut the price of 
its flight only and fly-drive 
holidays to Los Angeles this 
summer by up to £100. Weekly 
non-stop flights from Man¬ 
chester start on June 3 and 
from Gatwick on June 23. 
Prices start from E299 for 
flights and £339 for fly-drives. 
Details: 0990 336336. 

■ KUONI is cutting a range 
of prices until the end of June. 
A new “limited editions.” bro¬ 
chure has six nights in Cuba 
from £299 per person, includ¬ 
ing accommodation at the 
Comodoro Hotel in Havana 
and return flights from 
Gatwick. Details: 01306 
740500. 

■ JAMES Villa Holidays has 
a few remaining villas in 
Pollensa, Majorca this month 
and the first week in May. 
Prices are from E185 per 
person for five people sharing, 
to £259 for two and include 
return flights from Gatwick 
and group 1 car hire. Details: 
01732 S40S46. 


HOTELS 






HILTON in the UK is offering 
free or discounted car parking 
at its hotels located close to five 
airports — Heathrow. 
Gatwick. Stansted. 
Manchester and East Mid¬ 
lands — for guests staying at 
least one night under its new 
"take off and touch down" 
programme. Details: 0800 856 


wide for £789 per person until the end of June. Hie 
price includes room-only accommodation and return 
flights from Gatwick. Details: 0I81-Z415161. 


■ A SPECIAL weekend break 
price of £39 per person per 
night including dinner is 
available at the Doncaster 
Moat House dose to the 
Doncaster racecourse and the 
12th-century castle at 
Conisbrough. Details: 01302 
799983. 

■ THE “Whileaway Country 
Break* 1 is a relaxing offer from 
the Spread Eagle Hotel at 
Midhurst, Sussex. The cost is 
□30 per person for two nights 
including dinner and break¬ 
fast Details: 01730 816911. 

■ SEE the Royal Pageant of 
the Horse Show at Windsor 
Great Park from July 4 and 
stay at the Shepperton Moat 
House. Two nights accommo¬ 
dation through Superbreak 
Mini-Holidays including tick¬ 


et, guide and coach transfer is 
available at £175 per person. 
Details: 0161-238 5257. 

■ THE summer rate at tile 
Rin Hotel in London from 
July 14 until end of August is 
£200 plus VAT for a standard 
room including breakfast The 
normal rate is E225 without 
breakfast Details: 0171-493 
S181. 

■ THE Park Consul Hotel in 
Chelsea is now opening its 
Conservatory Restaurant for 
dinner and has a spedal offer 
of a free bottle of wine with the 
meal until the end of June. 
Details: 0171-225 7500. 

■ SUMMER breaks at 
Bodysgallen Hall in North 
Wales start from April 27 at 
E94 per person per night, 
including a visit to a local 
stately home or garden. De¬ 
tails: 01492 584466. 

■ RADISSON SAS Hotels in 
Europe now has a spedal 
three-hour express laundry 
and pressing service. Clothes 
handed in before 8pm are 
guaranteed to be returned the 
same evening. Details: 0800 
374411. 


LE Shuttle has E59 daytrips 
for departures, before 6am. 
five-day return tickets from 
£79 and standard returns 
from £149 are available year- 
round, if booked before April 
30. Details: 0990 700800. 

■ RED Ftinnel has extended 
its £25 day-return offer for a 
car plus four people until May 
22 on the South ampton-Cowes 
route. Travel on Ham ferry 
only. Details: 01703 334010. 

■ IRISH Ferries has a £149 
fare on its Holyhead-Dublin 
route for a car and two adults 
until May 21. The line also has 
a £59 fare for two, including 
rail from London. Travel.is 
off-peak, valid until December 
17. Details: 0345 171717. 

■ STENA has an offer of £59 
for two people, from London 
to Holyhead by rail, then fast 
feny to Dun Laoghaire, near 
Dublin. Details: 0990 455455. 

■ SCANDINAVIAN Sea¬ 
ways has return fares for a car 
and four passengers from £149 
to Amsterdam; Hamburg 
(£250); Esbjerg, Denmark 
(£270) and Gothenburg (£340). 
Details: 0990 333000. 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714811989 


CHECK-IN 
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0171 782 7824 
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Rhyl is 
* given a 
rough 
ride 

By Harvey Elliott 

™. E Wel ^ seaside town of Rhyl is 
sail smarting from the savaging it 
rec«ved from a respected tourist 
guide book. 

“Anything you can do in Rhyl you 
can do better elsewhere," says‘the 
Rough Guide to Wales, which was 
published last week. There is. writes 
the guide book popular with younger 
tourists, “almost no reason to stay in 
this decaying Edwardian resort com¬ 
pletely disfigured by amusement 
arcades’*. Despite European Union 
funding, rhe town “fails on the most 
basic of requirements” 

But 1.5 million holidaymakers still 
chose to spend their main holidays in 
the North Wales town last summer 
and there were twice as many day 

_ trippers. Jill 

Mariner, sec¬ 
retary of the 
! Rhyl Hoiels 

and Guest 
Houses Assori- 
\;:j ation, is scath- 

■ ‘°g about the 

■'./£V>book’s com- 
merits: “People 
J: have been 

coming here 

H |eneration 
right,” she 

Paul Whitfield, 
Rhyl’s240ft- the writer of 

high Skytower the Rough 
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Private jets take 
on the airlines 
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Even during a pause in hostilities, Sarajevo basked in the sun. However, a huge number of buildings were destroyed or damaged 

Fresh start for Sarajevo 
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Rhyl’s240ft' the writer of 

high Skytower the Rough 
Guide report, around the resort. "I’m 
confident he would change his mind 
once he saw all the attractions,” she 
says. "Over the Easter weekend it 
was packed out here. It’s a children's 
paradise. ” 

The big wheel and the rollercoaster 
ride of the funfair dominate Foryd 
harbour while rising above every¬ 
thing is the 240ft-high Skytower, 
bought second-hand from Glasgow, 
with its revolving observation plat¬ 
form. Bed and breakfast in a guest¬ 
house costs an average of £15. 

Millions of pounds, including 
European cash, have been spent 
redeveloping the resort’s seafront. 
The Sun Centre with Europe’s first 
indoor surfing pool, is one of Wales's 
top visitor attractions. 

it may not be enough to satisfy the 
Rough Guide . but for millions Rhyl 
is the perfect holiday resort. 


READER OFFER 


BOSN1A-HERZEGOVINA this 
weekend will take its most positive 
and public step yet to emerge from 
years of war and destruction when 
the Fbpe pays his firsr official visit to 
the battered capital. Sarajevo. 

His visit, together with the reopen¬ 
ing of vital air services, is a signifi¬ 
cant move in the country’s attempt to 
resume its place as the Balkans’ 
natural centre for tourism and 
business. 

On Monday Austrian Airlines 
became the first West European 
carrier since the end of the conflict to 
serve the dty with the first of its 
thrice-weekly services from Vienna. 
The airline has optimistic plans ro 
increase the number of flights to four 
and eventually six a week by the end 
of the year. 

Before the war, Sarajevo’s popula¬ 
tion was about 500.000. But during 
the fighting, thousands fled and 
many were lulled. A huge number of 
buildings were destroyed or severely 
damaged and there was. subsequent¬ 
ly an enormous loss in industrial 
production. Energy-supply com-' 


The Pope is visiting Bosma-Herzegovina’s 
capital. Chris Lockwood reports on the 
the war-tom city’s rapid improvement 


parties were smashed and health 
facilities. schools, bridges and rail¬ 
way lines were also wrecked. 

The total financial damage 
throughout Bosnia runs into is 
estimated at about $SG billion. In 
certain areas, people went without 
heaL water or outside food sources 
for two years. But despite the horror, 
the city is returning to norma), more 
rapidly than expected. 

Four months ago. there were no 
glass windows in the city. But today 
the glass is back. The restaurants are 
foil. Benetton has opened an outlet — 
and so has the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, with a gleaming information 
centre. On the same dty centre street 
there is also the new office for 
Austrian Airlines, transformed from 
burnt-out store from to shiny ticket 
centre in weeks. 


Turkish Airlines is due to launch 
flights Twice a week from Istanbul 
from April 18. and Crossair plans to 
start its services three rimes a week 
from Zurich on June 9. British 
Ainvays, which recently resumed 
regular scheduled services to Zagreb, 
says that it is monitoring the growth 
of travel to the whole area before 
deciding whether ro fly direct ro 
Sarajevo from London. 

“It is certainly a long road back for 
Sarajevo." says Herbert Felber. area 
manager of Central Europe for 
Austrian Airlines. "But out of chaos 
must come opportunity, and al¬ 
though today there are hardly any 
international companies represented 
here, at least 500 are interested and 
want to help in the recovery' of the 
region-" 

There is no dvilian control tower 


or radar at the airport, which is 
controlled by French soldiers of the 
United Nations Stablisation Force 
ISPQR) with air space controlled by 
the American military. 

The only radar is military, and that 
only monitors flights, rather than 
controlling them. It is, the authorities 
say. safe as long as the frequently 
changing weather does not present a 
cloud base of less than - 1 ,000ft. 

Tourists, desperately needed by the 
city and the country, are trickling 
bock. And business travellers are 
flying in to take advantage of a range 
of opportunities for. quite simply, the 
country still needs everything. But 
only two hotels up to Western 
standards — the 382-room Holiday 
Inn and the 85-room Bosnia Hotel — 
are currently available in the city. 

German marks, Bosnian dinars 
and Croatian kuna are accepted 
currency, but credit cards are not. As 
the recovery gathers pace, the writing 
of the past remains on the walls of 
Sarajevo. On the main street. Mar¬ 
shal Tito Boulevard, someone has 
wrinen in English: "Paradise Lost." 


Y ou have to admire 
the way that profes¬ 
sional business trav¬ 
ellers, and the companies 
who employ them, are able 
to overcome the seemingly 
insurmountable difficulties 
can appear suddenly in 
their path. 

Take, for example, the 
problems of travelling in 
the former Soviet Union. 
The unreliability and haz¬ 
ards of local scheduled 
airlines are enough to put 
anybody oft. 

Yet many businessmen 
have found a way of by¬ 
passing the obstacles to 
trading and have also pro¬ 
duced a bonanza for West¬ 
ern planemakers by using 
private aircraft, either 
owned or hired. 

The opportunities for 
Western businesses in rap¬ 
idly developing countries 
such as Ukraine. Kazakh¬ 
stan and Uzbekistan are 
growing daily, with joint 
ventures in oil, gas, miner¬ 
als and even retailing wait¬ 
ing to be snapped up. 

But for a senior executive 
to meet a potential partner 
or client in these countries 
can involve at least a week 
to fly to Moscow on a 
scheduled airline and then 
wait for a domestic flight. 
And even a new £140 mil¬ 
lion IBM computer reser¬ 
vations system, installed to 
handle the 50 million pas¬ 
sengers who will this year 
fly within the Confedera¬ 
tion of Independent States, 
may not be able to solve all 
the problems. 

According to Hunt and 
Palmer, Europe’s second 
biggest business aircraft 
charier broker, not only is 
chartering an aircraft 
quicker and more efficient, 
but the savings can be 
enormous. A trip from 
London via several destina¬ 
tions in Russia and back, 
for example, could take at 
least six days if normal 
scheduled services were 
used, compared with only 
four days using a corporate 
jet And with contracts of¬ 


ten worth tens of millions of 
pounds at stake, the £35,000 
it would cost to hire a 
private aircraft can prove 
comparatively little. 

Scheduled carriers are 
watching the development 
anxiously. They cannot, for 
example, schedule flights to 
Baku or Tashkent from 
London for only half a 
dozen business travellers, 
each of whom may want to 
use it no more than once or 
twice a year. Bui the small 
corporate broker, able to 
supply an aircraft at short 
notice, has no such prob¬ 
lem. And (hat is why the 
corporate charter market 
around London alone is 
now word) about £100 mil¬ 
lion a year and is expected 
to increase to nearly £500 
million in the next five 
years. 

Europe’s business avia¬ 
tion fleet grew by 10 per 
cent last year to 2.051 air¬ 
craft, and throughout the 
world makers of both jets 
and turbo-props report 
soaring sales figures. 

Boeing has decided to 
increase production of a 
new business jet based on 
the popular 737 from two to 
six a month even before the 
first has been built and 
more than 40 will be deliv¬ 
ered within the first (wo 
years. 

One British company is 
even converting a Boeing 
747 into the world’s most 
luxurious executive airlin¬ 
er. capable of carrying a 
maximum of 67 passengers 
on prestige business trips to 
corporate events. 

By using smaller region¬ 
al airports, the corporate 
traveller can now avoid 
congested hubs, be free to 
fly when he decides rather 
than stick to the airline 
timetable and almost in¬ 
variably beat a rival to vital 
meetings. 

Business and corporate 
jets are no longer the pre¬ 
serve of the rich. They may 
prove to be (he catalyst for 
the biggest change in flying 
habits in decades. 
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MORE than 400 Japanese 
gathered in London last night. 
Harvey Elliott writes, to cele¬ 
brate the sixtieth anniversary 
of a record-breaking flight 
from Tokyo to Croydon by an 
aircraft known as Divine 
Wind, or Kamikaze. 

The all-metal aircraft built 
by Mitsubishi had been 
named Kamikaze shortly be¬ 
fore it took off on the 94-hour 
journey to London. It was 
aiming both to break the 100- 
hour barrier and to celebrate 
the coronation of King George 
VI which was due to take place 
the following month. 

More than 4,000 people 
watched the arrival of Kami¬ 
kaze when it landed at Croy¬ 
don on April 9. 1937. and The 
Times covered in detail what 
was then regarded 3s one of 
the most important aviation 
events. 

“As the airmen struggled to 
the ground from Divine Wind, 
they were greeted with cheers 
and cries of “ Banzai ” Hive 
forever”!, were decked with 
garlands of flowers and were 
submitted to an ordeal of 
handshaking and congratula¬ 
tion," we reported. 

A message was sent from 
the Asahi Shimbun, the Japa¬ 
nese newspaper which spon¬ 
sored the flight, to “The British 
nation" through the pages of 
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The TYmes pictures the arrival of Kamikaze in Croydon from Tokyo on April 9,1937 


The Times, which was pub¬ 
lished on Saturday, April 10, 
1937. 

The flight, it said, would 
help to create “an atmosphere 
of peace and cordiality in the 
midst of the storms and thun¬ 
der which rage over interna¬ 
tional relations today and 
threaten the world peace of 
tomorrow" 

The pilot Masaki linuma. 


and the mechanic, Kenji 
Tsukagoshi. spent 50 hours in 
the air during the journey time 
of 94 hours and IS minutes 
and managed to snatch only 
ten hours* sleep. 

Mr Tsukagoshi had a Brit¬ 
ish mother whom he had 
hoped to find waiting for him 
at Croydon. Lionel Harvey, 
the author who is researching 
a book about the epic journey. 


.says that unfortunately it is 
not recorded whether she arri¬ 
ved at the airport to greet her 
son or not 

Both men, however, were 
killed during the war and the 
aircraft was’destroyed during 
an emergency landing off 
Taiwan. 

A non-stop flight in a Boeing 
747-400 today takes 13 hours 
30 minutes. 
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Simulator is too 
scary for public 
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TH E world’s most sophisticat¬ 
ed cabin crew training simula¬ 
tor has been put out of bounds 
to all but airline professionals 
— because it is too realistic, 
Harvey Elliott writes. 

Each of the 1300 cabin crew 
employed by Emirates in Du¬ 
bai has to spend up ro five 
hours each year In the $9 
million (£5.6 million) simula¬ 
tor. the only one of hs kind in 
the world. 

But many emerge from the 
training session in a state of 
shock at the realism of learn¬ 
ing how to deal with an 
aircraft emergency. 

Now they have been 
ordered to praerjae serving 
meals, emergency evacuation 
techniques and other in-flight 
skills only on staff rather than 
on The public 


“If real passengers experi¬ 
enced the kind of terror we 
subject our crew to they may 
never fly again.” a senior 
Emirates trainer said. 

The simulator, made in 
Canada, imitates a range of 
problems which might be 
encountered by cabin crew. 
These can Include a fire, cabin 
decompression, emergency 
landing on water, or even a 
crash. Each is accompanied 
by realistic sounds of passen¬ 
gers screaming as the “air¬ 
craft" fills with smoke or 
lurches in response to the 
computer messages input 
from a tutor outside the cabin. 

rite success of the Emergen¬ 
cy Evacuation Simulator has 
been so great that other air¬ 
lines are queueing to use spare 
rime on it. 


40% off a 
Swan Hellenic 
Italian Cruise 


28 April -12 May 

• Enjoy a 1 5 day cruise around Italy, from Venice to Genoa, 
during gforious Spring 

• Discover the many wonders of romantic Venice, Byzantine 
Ravenna, ike Greek theatre of Taormina, Pompeii, magnificent 
Herculaneum, S’ka and Lhcol 

■ Idyllic Jays relaxing at sea. 

• Enlightening and knowledgeable guest speakers. 

■ A// inclusive fare. 

• Limned number of cabins available at this special 
standby price. 

For details call today. 

0171 800 2200 

Arm. 0307 














40 LAW THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 10 1997 

Court of Appeal _ Law Report April 101997 ___ Court of Appeal 

Defect caused insured damage Contractor cannot escape liability 


Promet Engineering (Singa¬ 
pore) PTE Lid v Sturge and 
Others (The NakBa) 

Before Sir Stephen Brown. Presi¬ 
dent. Lord Justice Hobhouse and 
Lord Justice Ward 
[Judgment March 2bJ 
When deciding whether insurers 
were liable under a hull and 
machinery policy incorporating 
douses which extended ordinary 
marine cover so as to include risks 
which would not otherwise be 
covered, the questions to be asked 
were whether there was a latent 
defect in the hull and if so what 
constituted that defect: and 
whether the defect caused damage 
to the hulL 

ir the answer to the second 
question was that there was actual 
damage, over and above a latent 
defect merely made patent, then 
the insurers were liable. 

The Court of Appeal so stated in 
a reserved judgment allowing an 
appeal by Pro met Engineering 
(Singapore) PTE Ltd, the plaintiffs, 
from die dismissal by Mr Justice 
Tuckey flW%[ I Lloyd's Rep 85} of 
their primary daim for damages 
for breach of contract against 
Nicholas Colwyn Sturge sued as 
representative underwriter. 

The insurance under a hull and 


machinery policy incorporated in¬ 
stitute Time Causes Hull to in¬ 
dude risks which would not 
otherwise be covered and Institute 
Additional Boils C lause s — Hulk 
see Thames and Mersey Marine 
Insurance Company Ltd v Hamil¬ 
ton Fraser and Co ((1857) 12 App 
Gas 484). It covered the plaintiffs’ 
accommodation platform Nuktia 
at the relevant time. 

The underwriters had refused to 
indemnity the plaintiff ui respect of 
loss incurred in repairing the 
platform. 

Mr Stephen Ruttle for the appel¬ 
lant plaintiffs; Mr David Mildon 
and Mr Nigel Eaton for the 
responded defendants. 

LORD JUSTICE HOBHOUSE 
said that the Nukila had been in 
service in the Java Sea since 1983. 
To stop the legs sinking into the 
soft seabed they ended inawdded- 
on steel box called a spudcan. 

It was not disputed that the 
circumferential welds were not 
properly profiled. As a result 
fatigue cracking occurred which, 
when discovered on a routine 
inspection in 1987, was so serious 
that the platform had to be towed 
bade to Singapore for extensive 
repair to the legs. 

The plaintiffs claimed far the 


cost of repairs to (he platform, 
towing charges and other ex¬ 
penses. It was agreed that their 
insurance policies covered diem 
for the relevant period. 

However, the defendants denied 
liability, contending that there was 
no consequential damage. All that 
had occurred was that die latent 
defect of poorly profiled welding in 
each leg had manifested itself in 
the cracks dis c overed thus no 
damage occurred to the hull within 
the policy clauses. 

The cases relied on by the 
defendants to support their sub¬ 
mission that the cracks- were 
merely latent defects made patent 
did not after die position that in 
each situation die question re¬ 
mained essentially one of face see 
Oceanic Steamship Company v 
Faber ((1906) 11 Com Cas 179: (1907) 
13 Com Cas 2S. CA); Hutchins v 
Royal Exchange Assurance 
Corporation Q191IJ 2 KB 398) and 
Sdndia Steamships (London) Ltd 
v The London Assurance Co Ltd 
QI937JI KB 639). 

Here, on the fads, there was a 
latent defect in the welds; that gave 
rise to fatigue cracks, initially in 
the leg tube surface but which later 
became so extensive that the 
platform became unsafe. 


frwoufo bean abuse of language 
to describe the legs and spud cans 
as merely defective; on any or¬ 
dinary use of language they were 
damaged by being subjected to 
stresses which they were unable to 
resist due to die latent defects in 
the welding. 

That was damage to the subject 
matter insured, that is, the hull of 
the Nukila. nor did the derision in 

the Sdndia case require a different 
conclusion. 

The questions to be asked were: 

1 Was there damage to the subject 
matter insured? 

2 Did that damage occur during 
die period covered by thepolky? 

3 Was that damage caused by a 
latent defect in the machinery or 
hull of the vessel? 

As in tiie present case the answer 
to each of those questions was in 
the affirmative it followed that the 
insured were entitled to recover an 
indemnity ham the underwriters 
and accordingly the appeal on the 
plaintiffs’ primary claim would be 
allowed. 

Lord Justice Ward gave a 
concurring judgment and Sir Ste¬ 
phen Brown agreed. 

Solicitors: Norton Rose; Clyde & 
Co. 


Jail warning for city fraudsters 


Regina v Ward 
Regina v Howard 
Regina v Hendry 
Attorney-General's Refer¬ 
ence (Nos 14. 15 and 16 of 
1995) 

Before Lord Justice McCowan. Mr 
Justice Ho win and Mr Justice 
Hooper 

[Judgment March 21| 

Those who took part in conspiracy 
to defraud involving the creation of 
false share markets to influence 
the fate of takeovers should know 
that if caught they would highly 
likely go to prison. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division, so stated on a reference 
by the Attorney-General under 
section 36 of the Criminal Justice 
Act 1988. It held that concurrent 
community service orders of 220 
hours imposed on Midtael 
Grainger Ward and Jeremy John 
Alan Howarth and a conditional 
discharge for 12 months imposed 
on George Hendry were unduly 
lenient and substituted, respec¬ 
tively. two years imprisonment. 30 
months and 12 mouths suspended 


for two years. The sentences were 
imposed in March 1995 at South¬ 
wark Crown Court by Judge Mota 
Singh on conviction of Ward and 
Howarth and a plea of guilty fay 
Hendry to conspiracy to defraud. 
Ward and Howarth were also 
convicted of three and four counts 
ol theft respectively. Ward was 
also ordered to pay a total of 
£63.08753 compensation within 
two years with 12 months 
imprisonment in default and 
Howarth was ordered to pay 
E151,04226 compensation within 
two years with 12 months 
i m p ri s on ment in default and each 
was ordered to pay £2000 towards 
the costs of the prosecution. 

Mr Orlando Pownall and Mr 
Ian Gatt for the Attorney-General; 
Mr Andrew Trollope, QC and Mr 
Andrew Mitchell for Ward: Mr 
Roy AmkK. QC and Mr Michael 
Grieve for Howarth: Mr lan 
Winter for Hendry. 

LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN. 
giving the judgment of the court, 
said dial much of the delay in 
hearing the applications resulted 
from the fact that two of the 


offenders had chosen, as was their 
right, to appeal against conviction. 

Their Lordships had in each case 
taken into account previous good 
character, good performance since 
tiie trial and the effect on the 
families but had no hesitation in 
concluding that community ser¬ 
vice orders were inappropriate and 
too lenient. 

Creating false share markets to 
influence the fate of takeovers was 
a very serious matter. Not only 
could it lead to a fraud on 
shareholders but it could cause 
considerable damage to the City of 
London which was very important 
to the whole of the country. 

An important element in 
sentencing in such cases had to be 
the deterrent element. Those who 
took part should know that if 
caught they would be highly likely 
to go to prison and that payment of 
compensation orders would not 
save them. 

The appropriate sentence for¬ 
ward would have been three years 
and for Howarth 30 months 
imprisonment: with a discount far 
the element of double jeopardy die 


proper sentences were two years 
and 15 months imprisonment 
respectively, and disqualification 
for holding a directorship of a 
public company for seven and five 
years respectively. 

Hendry's case was significantly 
different. He did not play a main 
role and he pleaded guilty so that 
the right sentence would have been 
15 months imprisonment. He was 
already suffering ill-health in the 
form of Parkinson's disease, di¬ 
abetes. coronary arterial disease 
and depression and was very 
much worse off after the consid¬ 
erable delay, so that in those 
exceptional circumstances the 
court could impose a sentence of 12 
months imprisonment and sus¬ 
pend it for two yearn. 

He was also given credit for 
having established a small busi¬ 
ness on which he and his family 
were dependent Their Lordships 
in their mercy and discretion' 
would not disqualify turn. 

Solicitors-. Crown Prosecution 
Service, Headquarters; Mexnery 
Crystal; Simons Mairhead & Bur¬ 
ton; Burton Copeland. 


Tax penalty notices within jurisdiction 


Phipps v Income Tax Gener¬ 
al Commissioners for New 
Forest West and Another 
The imposition by general 
commissioners of two penalties of 
£4,000 each on a taxpayer for her 
continued failure to comply with a 
notice requiring her to provide 
diem with information was within 
the commissioners' jurisdiction 
and would not be interfered with. 

Mr Justice Lightman so held in 


the Chancery Division on March 
10 dismissing an appeal by 
Georgina Phipps against the im¬ 
position of die penalties by the 
New Forest West general 
commissisoners on July 10 and 
November 17.1995. 

HIS LORDSHIP said that the 
taxpayer had settled with the 
Revenue an investigation into her 
tax affairs, making payment of 
£29.000. 


The commissioners had issued 
the notice under regulation 10 of 
the General Commissioners (Juris¬ 
diction and Procedure) Regula¬ 
tions (SI 1994 No 1811) requiring 
her to identify die source of the 
£29.000. 

She had failed at all times to give 
her accountants instructions to 
comply with die notice and in her 
notice of appeal stated that she had 
been unable to provide certain 


information but was still trying to 
do so. 

It was dear that there was a 
failure by the taxpayer to provide 
information. 

The commissisoners had juris¬ 
diction to make the orders: they 
had found serious default by the 
taxpayer that justified their de¬ 
cision and her appeal against die 
imposition of the penalties had to 
be dismissed. 
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CHANGING TIMES 


Baiking and Dagenham 
London Borough Council v 
Stamford Asphalt Co Lid and 
Another r 

Before Und Justice McCowan. 
Lord Justice Milleft and Lord 
Justice Auld 
[Judgment February 20] 

A term in a JCT building contract 
requiring an employer to insure 
against the risk, of fire could not be 

relied on by a contractor to escape 
liability for a fire caused by his 
own negligence 

The Com of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment dismissing an 
appeal by the defendant con¬ 
tractor. Stamford Asphalt Co Ltd. 
and the third party, tbe defen¬ 
dant's insurer, General Accident 
Fire and life Assurance Corpora¬ 
tion pic, against the derision of Mr 
Recorder Jonathan Playford. QC, 
sitting on official referees' business 
on July 24.1995. on a preliminary 
issue m an action for damages by 
the plaintiff employer. Barking 
and Dagenham London Borough 
Council 

Mr Gay Anthony for the defen¬ 
dant: Mr Jeremy Stuart-Smith for 
tbe third party; Mr Paul Darling 
for the plaintiff. 

LORD JUSTICE AULD said 
that the employer had instructed 
the contractor to do certain build¬ 
ing work in accordance with the 

JCT standard form of agreement 
for minor building works (October 
1988). 

In the course of the work there 
had been a fire. It had been 


assumed for the fwrpose of 
determination of the preliminary 
issue that the contractor's sub¬ 
contractor had negligently caused 
the fire and that it had caused 
direct and consequential loss to the 
employer by damaging the build¬ 
ing and its contents, for all of 
which the employer had claimed 
damages. 

Condition 6 of the agreement 
had made the contractor respon¬ 
sible for, and had required it to 
insure against loss caused by its 
default. Including negligence (62). 
It had also provided for insurance 
in the joint names of the employer 
and the contractor against certain 
specified perils, including fire, to 
the works, the insurance to be 
undertaken by the employer (63B). 

The contractor, as required by 
condition 62. had insured its 
liability for negligent damage to 
the building and contents. The 
employer, in breach of condition 
6.3B, had not effected the joint 
insurance cover of the building, 
contents and works required by iL 

The employer bad claimed 
against the contractor under con¬ 
dition 6-2 for direct and consequen¬ 
tial loss from damage to the 
building and its contents. In doing 
so h had maintained that its failure 
to insure as required by condition 
63B. although a breach of con¬ 
tract had had nothing to do with 
the contractors liability under 
condition 62. 

Tbe contractor had maintained, 
by way of set-off and counterclaim, 
supported tty its condition 62 


insurer, that die employer's failure 
to insure had caused it a substan¬ 
tial loss corresponding to the 
damage to die building, 
and works for which condition 
bJB would have provided cover, it 
argued thar the failure had de¬ 
prived it of the protection that **h 
insurance would have provided 
against much of the employers 
claim against it under condition 
62. 

In National Trust v Haden 
Young Ltd ((1994) 72 BUI I) lord 
Justice Ncrnrsc had considered that 
there was a potential for overlap 
damage to the building and/or its 
contents from any of the specific 
perils in condition 62B for which 
the contractor might be liable 
under condition 62. 

However, in his Lordship's judg¬ 
ment. conditions 62 and 63B were 
concerned with entirely different 
types of damage. Condition 62 
governed liability for damage cul¬ 
pably caused by the contractor. 
Condition 62B required insurance 
for certain damage not culpably 
caused by it. 

Condition 62 imposed an un¬ 
qualified liability on the con¬ 
tractor. Condition 62B contained 
no words indicating that die 
employer had lo insure against the 
specified perils in such a way as to 
suggest that they included those 
caused by die contractor's 
negligence. 

It followed that if the employer 
had effected a condition 6.3B 
insurance it could properly, and 
consistently with condition 62. 


have excluded from cover any loss 
or damage caused by the con¬ 
tractor's negligence. 

Most of the specified perils for 
which insurance was required 
under condition 63B, for example, 
lightning, explosion, storm, earth¬ 
quake and riot, were of a type 
resulting from natural phenom¬ 
ena. so-called “acts of God", or 
were not normally the respon¬ 
sibility of either contracting party. 
That was how “fire" should be 

interpreted in that context. 

If the condition 62B insurance 
were required to cover loss or 
damage caused by the specified 
perils, including fire, for which the 
contractor was liable, there would 
be unnecessary expense and 
duplication of insurance cover 
because die contractor was already 
bound to insure against it in 
respect of the building and con¬ 
tents under condition 62 In that 
instance both parties would be 
providing the same cover. That 
could net have been intended by 
the draftsman. 

More generally, it could not 
sensibly have been the intention of 
the draftsman, or of th e par ties 
when entering into the agreement, 
that die employer's condition 6-3B 
insurance would enure for the 
benefit of the contractor so as to 
enable him to escape liability for 
his own negligence imposed by 
condition 62. and at common law. 

Lord Justice McCowan and Lord 
Justice Milled agreed. 

Solicitors; Shindler & Co; Berry¬ 
mans; Vizards. 


Fresh evidence admitted by judge 


A1B Finance Ltd v Debtors 
Before Mr Justice Carnwath 
pudgment March 18] 

Only if an application to se: aside a 
statutory demand failed could 
there be said to have been a final 
derision on the merits for the 
purposes of Order 99. rule 10(2) of 
the Rules of the Supreme Court. 

Where the goodwill of a business 
formed part of the mortgagee's 
security, fairness required that in 
exercising his power of safe the 
mortgagee should take into ac¬ 
count the effect which a sale of the 
property alone would have on the 
value of the goodwill of the 
business. 

Statutory demands against the 
debtors had been set aside by a 
district judge on the ground that 
there was possibly a substantial 
counoerdaim under rule 65(4) of 
the Insolvency Rules (SI 1986 No 
1925). 

Mr Justice Carnwath. sitting in 
the Chancery Division, concluded 
that justice required consideration 
of the matter de novo and ererrised 
his discretion to admit fresh evi¬ 
dence. However, even the fresh 
evidence did not show an amount 
available which would have 
equalled or exceeded the debts 
specified in the statutory demands 
and therefore his Lordship ruled 
that the district judge's order could 
not stand. 

Mr David Iwi for A1B Finance 
Lid; Mr Peter Leighton for respon¬ 


dent debtors. 

MR JUSTICE CARNWATH 
said that the respondents were 
registered proprietors of a shop 
which they ran as a post office; 
newsagent and off-licence. 

In 1988 they entered into a 
mortgage with the bank. A1B 
Finance Ltd. charging both the 
premises and the business good¬ 
will as security for a loan of 
£160.000 and interest thereon. 

The respondents fen into ar¬ 
rears. and in September 1995 the 
bank obtained an order for pos¬ 
session and judgment for arrears. 
amounting to £212JS0b. 

The bank look possession of the 
premises in December 1995. and 
having received £32299 from the 
sale of another property of the 
debtors served stannary demands 
on February 22. 1996 for the 
balance then owing of £143.951. 

On March 27. the respondents 
applied to have the statutory 
demands set aside, on the ground 
that the premises and the business 
ought to have been sold together as 
a going concern, worth about 
£180.006. 

However, a sale of the premises 
alone was completed in April 1996 
for E4X500. although the bank's 
own adviser had. m 1994. valued 
tbe premises and business at 
£130.000. That fact raised at least a 
prima fade case that the bank had 
fallen short of the duties it owed to 
the respondent borrowers. 

On September 6 a district judge 


at Brighton County Court set aside 
the statutory demands, cm the 
basis that there was an arguable 
counterclaim which ought to be 
tried on its merits. 

The bank chalenged that de¬ 
rision. The debtors applied to 
introduce fresh evidence. 

After considering the authori¬ 
ties. his Lordship derided to hear 
the matter de novo and exercised 
his discretion to admit the further 
evidence on the ground that the 
district judge's decision to set aside 
the statutory demands was not a 
judgment after a hearing on the 
merits, for the purposes of Order 
59. rule 10(2) of the Rules of the 
Supreme Chun. 

He considered that the merits 
included the defences (a) to (d) set 
out in rule 65(4) of the Insolvency 
Rules 1986. 

The duties of a mortgagee in 
exercising a power of sale had been 
the subject of considerable dis¬ 
cussion, and expressions used to 
describe it had not always been 
consistent. 

After referring to the House of 
Lords derision in Langdale v 
Danby ([19821 1 WLR 1123). his 
Lordship said that only if the 
a pplication to set aside the demand 
failed could there be said to have 
been a final derision on the merits, 
in the sense explained by Lord 
Bridge of Harwich in that case. 

His Lordship referred to Polk v 
Mortgage Services Funding pic 
([1993] Ch 330) and quoted the 


words of Sir Donald Nicholls, 
Vice-Chancellor, in that case as to 
the lender’s dudes towards a 
borrower, and said that in prin¬ 
ciple where, as here, the goodwill 
of a business formed part of the 
security, the same approach 
should apply. 

His Lordship rejected the sub¬ 
mission that there was no duty in 
law to maintain the business, 
merely because running a busi¬ 
ness inevitably involved some de¬ 
gree of risk. And if the bank had a 
duty to safeguard the business, it 
would normally involve making 
arrangements before taking phys¬ 
ical possession, otherwise there 
would inevitably be a break in the 
business and consequent damage 
to its value as a going concern. 

Palmer v Barclays Bank Ltd 
{(1972) 23 P & C R 30} was also 
referred to. 

It was impassible at that stage to 
say that there was no merit in the 
debtor's case without a more 
detailed investigation of the events 
leading up to the taking of 
possession. 

His Lordship considered the 
evidence available as to the debt¬ 
ors’ counterclaim and concluded 
that there was no prospect of its 
being found to equal or e x c ee d the 
amount of the statutory demands 
and the district judge's judgment 
could therefore not be upheld. 

Solicitors; Moran & Co. 
Tam worth; R_ G. F. Vickery & Co. 
Bexkyhealh. 


Granting leave to proceed out of time 


In re Meiinek (a Bankrupt) 

Before Mr David Young. QC 
pudgment March 26) 

In considering whether to exercise 
its discretion under section 285(3) 
of the Insolvency Act 1986 to gram 
an applicant leave out of time to 
commence proceedings against a 
bankrupt, the court should have a 
free hand to do what was right and 
fair according to the circumstances 
of the case. 

In deriding that, the court 
should have regard, inter alia, to 
whether the daim could only be 
resolved by court proceedings or 
would more appropriately be de¬ 
rided by way of proof in the 
bankruptcy proceedings, and to 
whether the daim was dearly 
unsustainable. Leave was more 
likely to be granted where the 
defendant was insured. 

Mr David Young QC. sitting as 
a deputy judge of the Chancery 
Division, so held in a reserved 
judgment, granting the plaintiffs 
application for leave to commence 


proceedings nunc pro tunc For 
damages in respect of the alleged 
negligence and breach of contract 
and breach of bust of the defen¬ 
dant solicitor. Stuart Samuel 
Meiinek, a bankrupt 

Miss Martha Maher for the 
applicant; Mr William Flenley for 
die respondent 

HIS LORDSHIP said that in 
exercising the wide discretion con¬ 
ferred by section 285(3) of the I95to 
Act, he had found the principles set 
out in In re Coastal Construction 
Pty Ltd ((1994) 13 ACSR 329) of 
considerable assistance. Those 
were 

I That an application for leave 
could he given if good cause was 
shown on the merits, the test being 
whether there was a serious ques¬ 
tion lo be tried, although in that 
respect his Lordship agreed with 
die contrasting approach of Mr 
Justice Jonathan Parker in In re 
Bank of Credit & Commerce 
International SA (No 4) (|I994| I 
BCLC 419), that it was not nec¬ 


essary for the court to investigate 
the merits of the proposed daim, 
provided it was satisfied that it was 
not dearly unsustainable. 

2 That there must be no prejudice 
to the creditors or to the orderly 
administration of the bankruptcy 
if the action was to proceed. 

3 Thai the daim must be of a type 
which should proceed by action 
rather than through the proofing 
procedure in bankruptcy. 

4 That leave was more likely to be 
granted where the defendant was 
insured, since any judgment debt 
obtained by the plaintiff would be 
paid by the insurers, and therefore 
it was unlikely that the creditors 
would be prejudiced. The section 
was not designed to protect an 
insurer. 

5 A condition was often imposed 
that the plaintiff would nor enforce 
any judgment against the respon¬ 
dent without the leave of the court, 
which ensured that the bankruptcy 
court would retain ultimate 
control. 

6 Mere delay itself in applying for 
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leave would not prevent leave 
being granted. Leave was not to be 
withheld simply and solely as a 
punishment. 

7 Leave could be granted after the 
expiry of the relevant period of 
limitation to continue an action 
commenced within the limitation 
period without the leave of tiie 
court 

Since the plaintiff clearly had a 
sustainable case, which could not 
appropriately be derided by way of 
proof in the bankruptcy proceed¬ 
ings, his Lordship granted leave to 
pursue the dainr against the 
respondent on the condition that 
any order against the respondent 
would only be enforced with leave 
of the bankruptcy court. 

Solicitors; Evers beds, Bristol; 
Pinsent Curtis. 

Correction 

In In re Amadeus Trading Ltd 
(The Times April I) the solicitors 
for Amadeus were fciul Joseph & 
Co. 


0171-782 7344 
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Wit an Investment Company pic announces the 
result of the vote by poll on Ihe resolution put to 
shareholders at the Annual General Meeting of 
the Company on 18 March 1997 to authorise 
directors to make limited contributions to political 
parties. The resolution was passed by a majority 
of 10,888,900 votes to 4,808,325. 
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RACING: VIRUS HINDERS WARREN PLACE TEAM'S PREPARATION 

Shadow cast over Cecil’s 
Guineas aspirations 


By Julian Muscat 

HENRY CECIL'S ambitions 
on the Newmarket classics 
received a jolt when his team 
of high-class fillies yesterday 
declined their work engage- 
ments on the Newmarket trial 
grounds. It later emerged that 
the trainer’s Warren Place 
string is under a cloud. 

All meaningful gallops have 
been suspended pending the 
outcome of a series of tests, die 
results of which are due later 
this week. A bug has been 
circulating Cecil’s Newmarket 
stable over the winter months 
and some horses have yet to 
shake it off. 

“One or two of them have 
had a little bit of an infection 
on their lungs.” Cecil said. “As 
a precaution, 1 will be taking 
blood tests and scoping horses 
over the next two days. We 
have had our fair share of 
coughing and ringworm and 
the yard is not completely 
clear of it yet** 

This unwelcome develop¬ 
ment is siue to send tremors 
through an re-post betting lists 
for the 1.000 and 2,000 Guin¬ 
eas next month. So strong is 
Cecil's pool of fillies that he 
entered a quartet for the 2.000 
Guineas, traditionally the pre¬ 


serve of colts. Among them is 
Sleepytime, whose absence 
from work yesterday triggered 
the alarm. 

Sleepytime also dominates 
betting exchanges for the 1.000 
Guineas: she contracted to 9-4 
favourite from 11-4 after sus¬ 
tained support on Monday. 
Although the twice-raced filly 
is reportedly dear of infection. 
Cecil is withholding her from 
fast work until veterinarians 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: SONGSHEET 
(3.30 Folkestone) 

Next best- Bubbly 
. (4 JO Folkestone) 


provide him with a more 
detailed assessment of the 
stable's health. 

Warren Place is traditional¬ 
ly in full swing for the Craven 
meeting at Newmarket next 
week. But running plans seem 
sure to be affected. “It is hoped 
that Sleepytime will take her 
chance in the Fred Darling 
Stakes far Newbury a week 
tomorrow].” Cecil said. “Oth¬ 
erwise. 1 am not sure we wifi 
have a runner in Tuesday's 


Nell Gwyn Stakes at Newmar¬ 
ket We must get die results of 
the tests before I put anything 
under pressure at home." 

Cedi's stable houses four of 
the leading 1.000 Guineas 
candidates in Sleepytime. 
Reams Of Verse. Yashmak 
and Fleet River. Reams Of 
Verse and Yashmak were 
below par over the winter, 
although both fillies now 
appear to have recovered. 
None of the quartet was 
sighted by Newmarket work- 
waichers yesterday, but a 
favourable conclusion to die 
testing programme will see 
them resume on Saturday. 

A portent of the ill wind 
circling Warren Race came at 
Nottingham on Tuesday, 
when Shaheen, Cecil's first 
runner of the season, fluctuat¬ 
ed wildly in the betting ring. 
His price varied between 3-1 
and 7-1 before settling at 7-2; 
the colt could finish only third. 
Punters have become accus¬ 
tomed to Cecil’s first runner of 
the new season obliging hand¬ 
somely at short odds. 

ft has not been a good week 
for punters in general. Only 
five days ago. Bahhare, the 
2,000 Guineas favourite, was 
ruled out of the race with 
muscle damage and the Go- 


dolphin-owned Shairukh was 
immediately promoted to 
favouritism. 

Should Sleepytime falter, 
Godolphin’s Midnight Para¬ 
dise will do likewise for the 
1.000 Guineas — unless Pas 
De Reponse posts a sensation¬ 
al victory at Maisons-Laffitte 
tomorrow. The benefits of 
wintering horses in Dubai 
have again become evident; in 
three years Godolphin has 
never suffered from the viral 
infections now commonplace 
throughout Britain. 

Ante-post punters are un¬ 
likely to be stung m exchanges 
over the Whitbread Gold Cup 
at Sandown on April 26 
because bookmakers may not 
frame advance prices. More 
than half the 48-strong entry 
was withdrawn from the con¬ 
test yesterday. 

Doubts also linger over 
several of the 22 horses stand¬ 
ing their ground. Avtq Anson 
and Go Ballistic are unlikely 
runners after their Aintree 
exertions but Mudahim, 
trained by Jenny Pitman, re¬ 
mains on target for the presti¬ 
gious steeplechase. Winner of 
the Irish Grand National last 
month, Mudahim will attempt 
a big-race double never previ¬ 
ously achieved. 



HAMILTON PARK 

FONTWELL PARK 

THUNDERER 

220 Mels Baby. 2.50 Step N Go. 3.20 BE WARNED 
(jap^ 3.50 Risky Whisky. 4.20 Sharaf. 4.50 Lord 

The Times Private Handicapper's top rating: 

3.50 RISKY WHISKY. 

THUNDERER 

2.10 Baytord Prince. 2.40 Major Dundee. 3.10 Sugar 
Hill. 3.40 Honey Mount 4.10 Brown Robber. 4.40 
Iron N’Goid. 5.10 Arctic Fax. 

GOING: GOOD TO FIRM (FIRM IN PLACES) SIS 


GDIN6: SOFT (GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES) SIS 

TOTE JACKPOT MEETING DRAW: 5F-6F. HIGH BEST 


2.20 CALDEH APPRENTICE SERIES HANDICAP 

(Round I: £2,6113:1m 65yd) (16 runners) 

101 (4) M2 MELS BABY 21 (Df .GS) J tyie 4-1M . S Buckley £3) 95 
IK* (II 0W TAKf XOnCf 21 R McKrttar 4-9-12... JJNbUyS 97 
103 (14) 1133 RAMB0 WALTZEH 5 (C0.F.G.S) D Nfctelb 5-9-9 

Catrtw Bate. (51 ffi 

KM an no- Besrof«144I(M/.&S|JBervSW C(JJ1*M(3J so 
105(11) 2130 UVE PROJECT 10 (0.G.S) M Jrtnslon 5+2 N Patard (3) 93 

106 (15) 443- CAUtJftO 168 (D£) G BakUna 4-0-13 . F Tynan (5) 91 

107 (id) OOS fitWflNG GftESV 14 (D,G) DMottrt 6-S-13-.. POoe 95 

108 (5| 1331 GAUGE ID 0XF.&S) A Bailey 64-13 (5e) TSkXMO) 97 

109 |9) D-Q0 SFTBQX B (CD.GS) N Bycn# 5-9-7... Affray Bond 96 

TIO (3| -000 BOUT 10Rktctitf* 3-0-8.. flora ftm»n(5J 90 

111 (16) -000 VffSEY45JoinBenyWW.. RSnUipl - 

112 (2) 55-0 RATTLE 14 (B)OHotn 4-7-11 Am* Hvfley (3) 98 

113 (6f GOD- TEEMY’NWTCH KU J GoHa 5-7-10_P Braky (5) 90 

114 (8) 00-0 HUTCHES LADY B (COS) R MdCaUa 5-7-10 

Jniy Benson (3) 85 

115 (71 004 FATEHALKKAH ffi B Efian 5-7-10 ... fftttastaifS) BS 
116(121 10-3 PORTOTS0HC5AG)MM*6-7-10 DAtoms*(5) 90 
7-2 Rmtoo Vfctasf 6-1 Gadge. Mefc Bate 7-1 Bed 0) Ml. »-l Ci'cfara. 10-1 
Fueling Gnen. 12-1 ftafflr. 16-1 oOm 


2.50 SPfUHGFKU) RATING RELATED MAIDEN 
STAKES (3-Y-0: £2,472:1m 65yd) (B) 


201 (3) 00-4 BAHRESB010CF«ImsJ 9-0- KFstai ffi 

302 (8) 0-00 FATTER EDDIE 38 J J O’Neil 9-0- GOuffield ffl 

Z03 (1| 400- IWSALTAAB10 156AHufotend9-0-MBfedi 87 

204 (5) 006- PURCHASES POWER 147 N Catalan M- S Drone 91 

205 (6) 50-0 WUSWPIOJBrayM.. 6Carter - 

3» (21 (M2 fEARLESS SIOUX 40 C Thornton B-It... . OMetetan 9? 

207 |4) 604- STB>MGQ1B1 ItaJ Ransdai 8-11 ... JFnftm 96 

208 (7) 00-2 TYCOTOTKA 8 W (WoreS-ll -KDatay 91 


W Sap N 3-1 Tycoon Tub. 9-3 Forte Start. 5-1 Pmhasing Prao. 6-1 
Bwesto. 12-1 FrtWr Effite. 14-1 aitan. 


$.20 DAVIE COOPS MBN0R1AL HANDICAP 

’3.713.615yd) (18) 

n (7) 204) NO CUCFCS 15 (F) 0 Metalb 4-10-0 .. AtoBreww 
C (11) 600 NAISSAMT 38 (U.G.S18 MUM* 4-10-0 JlfcAifey(7) 

)3 (17) 000- STVUSH WAYS 156 (ftSS) J Pero 5-100 6 Bartwfi 
)4 [B) 1250 ULTRA BEET 12 (B,u)P ttebm 5-9-11 JWew 
(5 14) 000- PRECIOUS GHL T45J (CJJ.F.GJS) D MoftB 4-9-11 

DsrenMoffrttP) 

K (5) -062 SARD 20 (G) ABfeflj4-9-7 - _ DWmhl 

17(141 50-3 TROnCAL BEACH I4JCJJ£)Jftny4-04 CIWhv(7| 

# (2} 044- BOLD STREET 13&I(DAS) 6 Mow 7-9-3— AMm 
JS 118) 0-B4 BE WffED 10 PLD.F,6) M Bote 69-1 .G Cate 

10 (131 -«31 KHXf (OTfflW (0.6) 4-90 — KDaky 

11 |1) 4W) HYMEN'S RASCAL 24 (D.S) t Alton5-6-13. - JFfiflU* - 

12 (6) 040- «SraV4ESre0UW> 154{B.C0J)MbsLPaiak5*12 

JCanoH 96 

|j i3i 020- SMOKEYBIQMOTIAW 224 (CD.F) J J OTWII 68-12 

b QuraK 89 

14 (12) 11-4 HF7UW4QFAMW14(&S)JWlifl8JB-K)— DHqtaM K 

15 (101 -610 SKAH 15(061.1 Can 4-8-10. ... _ Attrt 97 

16 (15) 00-0 LUNCH PARTY MjB® Nttfls ^84 - -. - D*6M« 86 

17 (3) 000- SX FOR LUCK IBS (f) O Xoto 5-M- NWjto 93 

18 (16) M3 FOIST 10 (DJBF.6) M W Eaaat)* 5-8-5-K Tata ffi 

•1 Safe 5-) NasBe MUA. FoSL Flajm 01 Arte. 10-1 Tnxral Baatft. 12-1 U«h 
«. 14-i omen. 


1.50 DUHWAN NOVICE MEDIAN AUCTION 
fAKES (Qualifier: 2-Y-O: £2,556:514yd) (6) 


1 RISKY WH6KY 12 (US) J Bary U L .. - - 6 Cattr 
0 CAPTAIN fflABY 19 W G M Tarnr 8-12 OSweraey (5) 
0 MR flW} SWITCH 19 D WtTMlb 8-12 Al wCna w 
6 ANKA LADY IB D Mortal B-7. .. . Damn 4MMIP) 

033 FflPI BftBG 8 W Kko 8-7 . jfM? 1 . 

4 SOLWAY LASS 15 P Efdes 8-7 . - -... CR«b 


s RiOy Wtoky 7-2 So(ny Lass. 6-1 Cafto" Bom. 7-1 ahen 


2.10 FONTWELL PARK SELUNG HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£1.942:2m 61110yd) (10 runners) 

1 533P CHARLIE PARROT 29 MPta 7-11-10. APMtCoy 

2 FF4P MCK THE DREAMS) 12 (DJ£j) W 6 M Toner 12-11-6 

RDurmoody 

3 0302 ROGER'S PAL 30 (G^) P Ettte 10-11-3 -.. 0 6afe0* 

4 05P5 ITS GRAM) 12 (S) P Ridwc- 8-10-12__ 5 Fa* 

5 00)5 ACROSS THE BOW 22 A Du*l 7-10-6_ GTonmy 

6 UU8P TUG YDUR FORELOCK 19 G Jahnsai hoatfmn 6-10-4 

ATtunAm 

7 0-60 BAYIDRD FWNCE 10 (COF.S) W, J M0-1 

Soph* kteheD (3) 

B 0056 ALDINCK COLONNADE 19 (Cf£) U Utfw 10-10-0 

WMdraknd 

9 PPP FASWN LEADS) 57 C Wtolon 6-10-0_ 

10 Off I WCHYD0T6Y BOY 682 T McSowm 8-10-0 .. U BaUetar (7| 
6-4 Chafe PanU 3-1 Rapa': PaL 6-1 is Grand. 7-1 Md Dr Dreenw. 12-1 
Anvs The Bra. Akhnck Moraade. Bayloid Prince. 25-1 omen 


2.40 KYB0 MAIDEN HUfflJLE 

(Dw I: £1.825:2m 2f 110yd) (9) 

T -242 ALKAfTTERNATONAL 10 Mrs P Trandey 5-17-6 DejekByma 

2 5PB4 CLOCK WAJOBtS 10 J Bridget 9-114-D Urals 

3 GRAMSTOMM LAKE 7 Casey 8-11-6-R Dtsiwwrty 

4 P ITAH 83 UMIfansra 5-11-6__Wltostan 

5 -PFD 10R0LDVE 15 7 0»m3gr. S-11-6-AThraam 

b 0 ROBERT SAI1£L 292 NHenfewjr 6-11-6— UAftzceafl 

7 DANUCHAJ Po^mn 5-11-1 — - — TJUiephy 

b -03S KH.SHEY 31 JGBtoO 6-1M.L AspeS (3) 

9 62 MAJOR DUNDEE 10UPoe 4-11-0 , . . APUcCoy 

4-6 UtfK Dundee, 6-1 KWay. 7-1 Robert Sanud 10-1 Gonsiai L^e. 12-1 
AfaHsmaunaL 14-1 Clad Watttov 16-1 ort.21-1 omen 


3.1 0 GEORGE GALE & CO HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,343:3m 2f 110yd) (8) 

1 *328 CHANGE THE RBGN 7 (DJ.G£) Lfcs A crntmcos 10-11-11 

Mi R Thotmnn Pi 

? S*12 CHQ70W 16 (COAS) 5 IViioAian 9-11-4.. fl Fenton 

J 5AM NATNE VENTURE 261(6.5) TC»*y 9-1M ATtoTOm 

4 216P SUGAR FBJ. 27 pF^) J Cflnfl 71M-- . PrtW 

5 -P2B FOOLERS Plff 19P (S) Mrs R Henetoson '6-HM 

MrsR Hendmon 

6 51114 PAVUNA 26 (5) R Brae 7-1M . _ ... D0-Suw» 

7 5632 LAY 17 OFF W ITJSl J J OWI S-lOO --. .. SCauw 

B 4243 MAST® COMHTl 30 (BJDE^lMrssL tore 13-10-0 

NVNSanson 

7-2 Supe F«l 4-1 Ur • 00. 9-2 Chmge Ihe fiegn. 5-1 Oafcn. ftrtac. 7-1 
Kane Voue. 10-1 oOm 


3.40 TUSCAN NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,448:3m 31) (5) 


1 -154 HONEY MOUNT 121 (F) N Wa*to 6-11-6. . NWBamsoo 
Z 3PF5 Glfl(DI€ 15 C Mm 7-H-O . - . jFWton 

3 0BP5 KYBO'S REV04GE 21 Rtora 6-11-0 OtTSufeon 

4 0068 COUNTER ATTACK 10 MK A tofaeicos 6-10-9. .. KGfefc 

5 P242 MA1UNMAGIC 12TCase*6-10-9 . . _ ROmwody 


4-5 Uarlh Magic. 11-4 How Moeu. 6-1 6ton»e. 7-1 Kybo s Revenge. 15-1 
rourtH Aicaci. 


4.10 SILVER SHADOW NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,098:2m 3f) (9) 

1 F55P BEILS WOOD 29 (S) » Oum 8-11-2 . . - SMcKeil 

2 R-Pf BRIGHT SEASON 10 (B) J PtttTlan 9-11-2 .. TJItopfly 

3 PP2U BROWN ROBBER 15 Mu FI Hendawn 9-11-2 - - BFetfflii 

4 F600 CHAPEL OfBAflftAS 38 (&S|MsK George B-TI-2. P fto 

5 6P33 CRUSE CONTROL 12 R Rowe 11-11-3 ... DO'SMftraji 

6 QP03 FULL OF TREKS 12 JBrtd?o9-ll-:.DUorrts 

7 3P-P GtWffH JOHN 165 T Cz«y 6-11-2 . . AThomton 

B ORPf ICANTB.YA 16 (V.G.SJ J Uitlni 8-11-2 . . - S Oman 

9 F65F ax GH 16 Mr. p Toeedef 7-10-11 . . - DaeV Byme 

M Cruise Control. 3-1 Fill « Tncte 5-1 (uflWva. 6-1 Guraer *rw Sow 

Robber. 14-1 Ell Gee. 16-1 ortre** 


1.20 GLEN LIMITED STAKES 

2,458: im 4117yd) (7) 

s s s BSSS.Tis 

t is j. sssa?«»“". . asss i 

, ,71 554' _ 

4 Wsftimea 7-2 Safe Appm* 5-1 Shrat. 6-1 5un Mark. B-l QlMri. 


JELHERAULT HANDICAP 

9yd) (10) 


vyvnioi 

< lift FARRAIGE 21 (F| Mas L Pared 4-lM J Carol - 

TO?ASPECT®15 8hom M *-iwj m 



m 12 J ivj H u nrefeiF^-S— Danai lUIntl 
S LOWE 16 (01 J Epe 5-9-5 ® 

GOT MNGS 21 1» kte J ftmsden 4-9-. JJW| * 

SSMSSSn^^V- cfS « 

uni m ms 27 (D,G) J Herberton 6-8-12 K Dartoy ffi 

ffinoisS»J«ii«-i> D|fcKWW „ 

WnWECTATHHtmMTortotoft^r^^ ^ 

IRST 8 flM»! Mbs L Pen* 5*7- "JnSESl H 

MHEtSmK martWM.. **** “ 

I ^5 GO Wtogs- IM ‘ lnVrr - 

av. Ports. 20- 1 MhaR 


4.40 COMEDY OF ERRORS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.574:2m 211100) 0D 


F-lP FW) SAWS 274 (COJFflTIAfiorern 8-11-12 

M SaKflrtor (71 

2 -F31 OUT ON A PROWSE B5F (F) N lYite 5-11-9 NWfcereon 

3 35T6 UVE ACTION 23 |G)M«nKnf« 10-11-5 . _. JWUy 

4 1034 MAZZUti 56 <F£) * 6-11-5. . . UrPOKeefa (7) 

5 0314 SION N GOLD 12 (VRFJ.GI T Case* 5-11-0 RDurwroJr 

6 3131 DBOSBAY 12 (B.FB5) J Brtrtger 9-IB-1I torte Wrt a fl ( 3 ) 

7 1230 STAPlfiW® LADY210 (CDflJMrwt MO-9 WMtfartand 

8 3453 CABQCH0N 10 (G.S| J Joseph 18-1D-B . 0 Wynne 

9 0004 PERSIAN MYSTIC 31 (F) D WWe 5-10-6 . WUarara 

10 OCR YELLOW DRAGON 10 (B.S) B Pence 4-10-J.. PHerteyOl 

11 4041 WGHT M A MUON 10 (FI S Waortnan 6-10-4 i6exl 

LAsprtP) 

11-4 Ort On A Promsa, 5-1 to N 6oU. 6-1 M#e »i A MBm Heart. S-1 Ute 
Adiai. Ftetf) Saab. 10-1 ottos. 


1 


5.10 KYBO MAIDEN HURDLE 

(Ohr II: £1.807:2m 21110 yd) (9) 


1 44PU ABSOLUTE LMT19 J Gumri 5-11-6 . 

2 40 ARCTIC HR 19 (BF) Ites H Kntjrt 5-11-6 

3 PUD BETU 21 (B) I Casn MI-6 . 

4 2P22 MUU*T0ni2Rtoe6-11-6 

5 53 REAL MA0RU) 10 GEmeM 6-11-6 - --- 

6 00 TUAT CHEFTATN 10 (H) Utss A aiferfcac 5-11-6 


. .. Prt* 
.. JFTiley 
JAMcCartry 
. D □’SoBvan 
Mi R Tlormon (3) 
K«!aife 


, 0 LAS AMMA5 19 (B) Ft ChonpHn £-11-1 -0 Powell 

B PP3 MSS GEE-ELL 7 N Tinman 5-11-1 .. Mr E Babngun (7) 

9 0635 VBKJWCAFRAJCO 10BRan*4-rO-S.PHenfcjr(3J 

M AnW Fa> 7-4 AteoUe Une. 8-1 Beal MadnrJ. 10-1 Benj. lM JWnma 
Las Anenre Vcranlca Franco, 3 3-1 otos 

BiiNKEREO FIRST TIME: Fofawione: 200 JoWe Nelbe Nonh. 
2.30 Heavenly Miss Fontmel ^ik: 4 40 non N GaW 4 40 Veflom 
Dragon 5 10 Benp. Tool Oneflar, 



FOLKESTONE 

HAMILT0N| 
FONTWELL 

IHSHai 



101 

102 

103 

120 


201 

202 

203 

220 




COURSE SPECIALISTS 


Hamilton Park 

TRAINERS- j P9WX. 3 7 

runners. B B'eon ^ Irorn lS. 

ro o% Mr, M Raveiey. 23 IrcmlZI. 
190% P Hasiara. 20 hom 107 18 7% M 
27 hom T54.17 » J 
Trom2Z. 17.1%: C Thorrrton. 10 hum &• 
\e 9%: A Bafey. 8 hom 53.13 3% 

^pciminc. 23 hom 112. 20 516 G 

SSSd itbSS®. « UPP-L 7 

J^nTS. 17.9%. O Wngiit. 7 h^ 45 
156% 


Fontwell Park 

TRAINERS: M Pipe IB whiners hom « 
rurmeis. 3G£*V.; J Gdtorrt. 26 hom 127. 

Henderson. 6 Irom 160%. M 

Usher. 3 from 16.18 8^ T Casev 5 from 
23. 17 9%; PFmcher«. 31mm 17. 17 6%. 
Miss 4 from 24.15 TV J Moot. 

4 from 25.1S0% 

JOCKEYS: P homey, o winners hom 21 
ndes, 28.6%: J Culioty 5 from 20. 25 OV 
P Hide. 21 irom *z. 2Z2%. A P McCoy. 16 
horn 80. 20 0%, T Murphy. 3 nom 16. 
19 B%: 0 K4oms 15 from 54 160V: 
SophS MSCfl&l. 4 Kim 25 1o '3“e 



2.00 Sir Tasker 
2.30 Jukebox Jive 
3tt0 Soojama 


THUNDERER 

3.30 Haver Golf Star 
4.00 Premier Night 
4^0 E Sharp 
5.00 Dauphin 



103 H2) 0-0432 GOOD TMES 74 (COJBF.F.6LS) (Us D Robneoi) B FH 9-10-C - B Wei (4) 88 


ftueonl renter Dot/ in tndats. Sr-figure 
hem (F —WL P — ported ip. U — ireafed 
rUer. B — teoughl drao. S — ripped ip R — 
isteal. D—asQLeMreD Hoses name. Days 
snee tea oiiing: J il jumps, F rt Sal (B — 
bfnkeis. V — veor. H — hood E— EyedieW. 
C—canema D—distance met. CD — 


couse and rtetact nwa. BF— teste) 
bmfle a taesl race). Going on Much time Iib 
■ on |F — fina goon to fern. 1ml 6 — good. 
S — artL good to sal beam. Oarer n Incite. 
Tana Age and weight Rita phe any aBoaance. 
The Time PiMs Hmkappa's i^hq. 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM (RRM IN PLACES) SIS 

DRAW: 5F-6F, LOW NUMBERS BEST 


2.00 LEVY BOARD APPRBfTICES HANDICAP 

(£2,116:6Q (16 runners) 

1 (151 04042- VAXICWWAY 168(BAGHDSepiicire) AVMHwNn(Bel) 4-9-13 RBnrtaM 90 

2 act 531400- niARADK5 JOY 183 (D.F) (Pyaota RQ J Pape 4-9-13 Jacqurflne Coppotl (Q B2 

3 (5) 52000-0 DON'T FORGET WOE 58? A Ihndataegton fife) 4-9 -IOl --R Cody-Bwtthw - 

4 (12) 503500- NBlX NORTH 190 (B.G) (G Greafreod) G UcCoort 4-9-10 R Snefluttre (3) 94 

5 '141 33-3204 BON SECRET 44 (D.G) (T tbugHoo) T Msa^san 5-9-10 Rachael Moody (B| 98 

5 Si 630360- EDSF0UY313(E Daves)5D» 4-9-10. „ - DSaB|8) 90 

7 >3) 305201 ASTRAL WADER 14 (V.OE^J (U Saundaci U SacruJw- 5-9-9 A McCarthy ffi 

8 (131 00500-0 Tttff ft» TEA 10 (P Cywi C C»zb 4-9-9 .. RSewyer(B) 95 

3 iTj 020083 SCAIHSURY15 (DWl 7N Shettj K Bate 4-9-9- PWnghtffl SO 

13 H6] 553630- VELVET JONES 178 (Ite J dirts-Jones) C C-Janes4-9-4 GtartofeCalS) 98 

11 (9) 030240 RWER SE9S 14 (G) (Mr G Wlttirag S Krtgw 5-9-3. . Daren VWtoms (5) 88 

12 (I] 001-605 MSTTO RADER 10 (BiL6) (Hados Aral E Wheeta 5-4-Z. . Kerry 8*er 87 

13 <11| 30000-0 JOBS 17 (VJLS) (Rigs Tn Ftidord's Phis) R Ph8H» 7-93.-L tones 96 

14 (41 510730 SIR TASKS) 6 (DJ.G) J Canlaid) J L tans 9-9-2-- - JFturte 97 

15 12) 3046-63 SUMMB1V11E WOOD 14 (BiLF) 0M L»h) P Mocnej 3W PFfcstonm(5) 9B 

16 (61 00-4500 SPECTACLE JSi 10J (VJLG) (J ScrtQ BPeace8-8-12 _ GGatesTwr 88 

SET7WG. 6-1 Asa beads. 7-1 Sottdaey. 3-1 Phoadi i Ony. tor Seoa. Sir litter. 19-1 Nettr North. 
&unnBvde Wood 13-1 ufaen 

1996: DEEPLY VALE 5-9-11 A latent*! (11-2 ter) 6 L Morn 16 ran 


FORM 


VAX iEY» WAY neck 2nd ol 19 to SaddWmne in 
hanficai H Newcastle [S. good to Hnn) Od 96 
ASTRAL OTVAIXR teal BrouaMom Tretoon 1VH In 
■2HunKr atei a) Leiceda (7E good to tan) rth 
SUMMERVILLE WOOD (6b worse at) reck M. 
SCATHEBURY »l 3rd ol 76 to Sharp'n Smart to 
havficao hat (71. good). 

VELVET JfflCSTVt 13rd of 21 to Crested hiugJU to 


FOCUS 


rtommg hanthcap rt Goodwood (im. good to fhmj 
Sep 96. 

RNTO SEINE trad 2nd olio to UK Boy m «n»- 
Kce hmrfcap rt Lngftad (71. AW) trth ASTRAL 
•WADER (Bb ran off) rtnd 4»l 8te MISTHT 
RADER ahoul 3UI 5fi ol 13 to Bar In 

handicap rt Wanocfc |S. good to firm) 
Setocfctr ASTRAL BWADTO 


2.30 CHATHAM CLAIMING STAKES 

(3-Y-0: £2,277:51) (10 runners) 

1 (8) 005405- ULLAGE P18 124 (B) IA fhchaufc) ft CunoglrartoMi 9-3. . IIRotem B0 

2 (7) 3100-0 LEVELLED 19 {OJB) lMsyj»Ud) M CJamon9-1. — PP4tojihy(5) 84 

3 19) 000-6 UTTUST0NE ROCKET 15 UfeievlWM# 8-13..J Rrtd 88 

4 (5) aWMOO SUTEFACTORS 15(RF) IMStdcttlk Bute8-73.. RPertfen 87 

5 (3r 4434OT- STOTOSAMT 131(G) iDSepuWn) AVan*jtiae#im (Beil 8-13 MServrantta B5 

6 (2) 654-500 HEVER GOLF ST0R6ER 24 (Hare FhctoQ CM) 0 T HajjKon 8-7 Paul Eddery 81 

7 (1) 4-24630 HEAVENLYUSS 12 SQfGi (T«4MiefrjJWdgwr6-6 .A0rty(5] © 

8 (61 000-30 COLLEGE PRMCESS 33 (Collage FranThonughbterb) C D»rcr8-0 JQuteo 97 

9 (10) 0041 JIKB9QXJWE 15CNortiEndParmddp)CDwya8-0-AUeCsrtiypl 87 

10 (4) 044-440 VMZZKD47(Dfl(JBridger]JBndgaM. RMefenpi *> 

BETTWG- 7-2 lewltaL 4-1 VWajr Pub. 5-1 Heateriy W*. Sepa Sari. 7-1 Si* Factors. 9-1 LflUestone 
RocteL HM College Prereess. 12-1 ettws 

19% LADY CAROL** LAMB 8-10 T (him (B-i3 tor) M Owner 5 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


HEST0NE ROCKET rtxxd 6168i oMI to Wee 
n m aavn matoen here W. good) wfi JLKE- 
i LM (8*5 beds of) 31 7Ct SUP® SAKT II 
to Gnsy Fmcess in handicap rt Crtioick (71. 
a 10 flm Sep 96 HEVER GOLF STPRMEB 


Urafeld (61. AW) HEAVENLY MSS abort 3i 3rd 
ol 13 to Ynrtoe Gesrps n torfup rt Nratuy (£9. 
sdll «lh LEVQiED J6to worse off) SO* 9d\ 0a 
96 COLLEGE PHNCESS 2V4T 3rd ol 7 « Chains 
* settng handicap a) Wctartraveon (51. AW). 
SdecOor WAVENLY MISS 


3.00 GRAVESEND HANDICAP 

(£2,888: Im 7192yd) (7 runners) 

1 II) 340360- HATWTOOT27J(f Carat) MrsAftareL4-9-10 . . .. —. J Reid 90 

2 (7) 003430- COH 9H0 NO TOO (HNausjS Ora 4-9-1.... ..Ktertr 91 

3 (51 5-30121 SOOJAMA 42 p.COJ.G) (M Regen) R Ftorar 7-94)- M Roberts 97 

4 14) 0010 STMeCUTTER 73 IV^RF.G) OtahOBl Ptorv) M Chamai 44-13 R Pertum 95 

5 (3) 000000- EWAR BOLD 26J (B) (A Rfctertsi K Omlngtarn-6iran 4^-11 T Starts 0 

5 (6) 633402- G»*A 150 (Mrs U Bruce) J Mrtfre 6-7-13 ...f Norton 92 

7 (2) 6000-56 KBWV PROTEGE 37 (Gj (R Dean) lira L Jraell 6-7-10 Damn WKaro (7) 88 

Long hanfieap: Km» Pnfege 7-4 

BETTING.- 7-4 See fans 3-1 Kanbtox*. 5-1 Gate. 6-1 Mi She No. 7-1 Stonesute. 8-1 Ewar Bold, 2-1 IQro 
Fnwgr 

1996: TOY PWHCESS 4-10-0 K Cartel (18-1) C Brfibn lfi ran 


FORM FOCUS 


HAMBTTOOH Ml 3rd d 9 to Donate m handicap 
a Beverley dm 3. good to firm) Atoy 96 COH 
SHD NO 913rd oMO to WoteshanUK In handicap 
a UnqteW (2m. AW) on peratarale start 
SOOJAMA teal High Five II Ur hamficto rt 
Lnjfleid 12m, AW) STONECUTTER bsM Royal 


Cfcn i n darner a Ytotwhampton dm 71. 
AW). EWAR BOLD 141 lOrti rt 18 to Lucy TuBy to 
srtnig tea faa p hen dm 41, soft) on pe adtonae 
stert GJNKA Trl 2nd ol 11 to No More Hasrte to 
drtmmg hanfieap here (3n UOyrt soft) Nw 96 
SakcfaE SOOJAMA 


3.30 GILLM6HAM UNTIED STAKES (£2.277:5f) (7 runners) 

1 (6) 251430 IVORY’S GRAB FIRE 6 (B.D/J3) (0 toy) K Mny 4-9-3 .. Mann Dwyer |3) 78 

2 (4) 00200-2 BEAU VENTURE 2 (DJJojS) (Ms ASbcey] BPaBhg 9-8-11 . . TSprate ffi 

3 (3) 5242713- FCVER GOLF STAR 392 (D/.G) {tare teong Carts} 1 teoghua S-8-11 PaUEddery 96 

4 (I) 030630- MYASHA132 (D/.GS) (C Frtflonj) A vandertaesten (Befl 08- n USamn&x 70 

5 (11 360600- mAGE NATIVE 262 (CJ)iA»cterti)KCumjlWTvBro«rn4-8-li M Roberts 88 

6 (7) 33000-0 POUYGOUEHTLY10 (BAF£)(D Sykes) MBteehad4-M_JQubei 90 

7 (51 35406-0 50NSSFCF7 36 (D.G) (II Santas) U Sender: 4-S-B.. RPertam 9? 

BETTW5.11-4 Hera Sort She. 4-1 Uytota. 9-2 Wry's Grab Hue. 5-1 Bear Vertm. VHape Naira. 8-1 Folly 
EtfgMy. 14-1 Sashed. 

1996: FRBIDLY BRAVE 6-90 A Whetan dl-4 tor) Mra G Krteray 7 ran 


FORM FOCUS 


IVORY'S GRAB HRE2IWoi7toLnd9win 
tendtap a LflBfiek) (5L AW). BEAU VfffTVfZ 41 
2nd o(22 to Mold in han&oui rt Nodogham (a, 
good to Ann). HEVER GOLFaTAR tea Spender 
SahtBsS to Sneers hanSap a Legfie k) (51, 
AW)- MYASHA aboul Ml id ol 9 to Brt® In 


damr rt Longchanp (51. Ml) Da 96 VliAGE 
NATIVE abend 4UI EJb ol U to Sartrag In tonfi- 
cap rt Xenvfon (71. good to Orm) July 96. POLLY 
GOUGHTLY 71 71b ol 13 to H^dm 2a In 
hmJfcap rt Wtewrek (57. good to firm) 
Sefedtarc BEAU vemjRE 


4.00 HARTFORD MAIDEN STAKES (£3.805: Im 41) (9 runnels) 

1 16| lEAnwtCK(MisBStemPMoorev4-9-12 . PMcCabe(3) - 

2 (8) URGENT REPLY (S AXtenj C Dayer 4-9-12--__JDSmhh(3) - 

3 |1) VICTOR BLUM (R Dei Itosarlo) C Hapa 4-9-12__M Fenton - 

4 (51 45230- PREMBT MBIT 170 (D Chntm) 5 Ora 4-9-7 . 1 (total 90 

5 (4) 46- SULBKA DANCE) 117 (Ms G Wahm) S Krt^a 4-9-7-GfaOner(5) 74 

8 LAJB. SffiCSI |SHwceel)kta A Pnret W...JRtkl - 

7 (7) 525-5 MARaroAST2(DCrrason)JDrtaop3B-6__Pal Eddery ffi 

B (2) 6 RARE TALB7T 20 (A Mecza) M Ctemoo 3-6-6__ _ PaUEddery 86 

9 (9) 0- MYSTICAL ISLAND 303 (BCystry C C)sb WM ._ D Biggs - 

BETTING: 6-4 Marti Gras, 5-2 PlBira M#L 6-1 tern Tatat 10-1 Mysbcrt bland. 12-1 Vtaor Bkio. lam 
Setter. 14-1 odte 

1996: SHARAF 3-8-7 K Daley [156 ter) J (Mop 14 an 


FORM FOCUS 


PREMIA NIGHT 3 aid nn* 3rd ti 7 to 
Poddefflr m msktai at LngSeld flm II. good to 

B on penrtkTTHto stal SLHEKA DANCER 
I 4(h ol 7 to Panstti h drtrrer rt Woira- 
haRpfon (AW. im 71) on penrtiiato start IMRU 
GRAS about BUI 5th ol 7 to Mster PkA n handi¬ 


cap rt Haydodk (Im 21 140yd. soh) RARE TAL- 
BfT 9KI fitoot 8 to MArt; m makW rt Dncaaer 
(Im 2) 60yd. good to rrni MYSTICAL ISLAND 
41110*i ol 11 to Jewel ai aucbon mrtden rt 
Srtrstwy (EL good). 

Setoctm MAraM GRAS (nap) 


4.30 PRIVY COUNCILLOR MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-0: £3.869: Sf f 89yd) (6 ruimere) 

1 (4) w BUBBLY 14 (Lord SrayHhp) J [iiartop 9-0„.PrtErktay ffi 

2 (l| M HMRA BAY 15 (P Ufe) U Lewc 9-0 JD«Wj(7) - 

3 (3) PURPLE MA8E (TbsE»-Sh«crHtePsis) JAtesusr M. MTebbuB - 

4 (6) 00- WINS OF A PRAYER 163 (TheWe Ihnuugltaeds) W Janrb 9-0 . J Rrtd 91 

5 (SI 60 ALPGNA 33 (W dr ftrtei) S Mihams 8-9.flsnoi IWuns (7) - 

C (2) 5- E SHARP 320 (Charter Pa* Shrt *HiWsM... RCoemw 61 

BETTMfr 11-10 M«y. 9-4 E Shap. 7-1 ttuaa Bay. 8-1 MngOI APr^ef. 14-1 Reple Maas. 16-1 Afetoa 
1996: AERLEON JAfE 8-9 A McGtore (7-4 ter) J Gosden 12 cm 


FORM FOCUS 


BUBBLY 41 4th ol B to Su Tafcof m rrantai rt 
Lrtoester Qm. good to Ikm). UUARA BAY 281 tisl 
d II to Wm Dram In aucUon nekton hen IS. 
good). WM6 OF A PRAYER 141 lOh ft 12 to 
Mra To Lou to aodwn tneiikn rt (Master SI. 


good). ALAGNA17171h ol 9 to Cynaei to madon rt 
WWrofarvten (AW. !m IflDyd). E SHARP about 
Mil Site ol 6 to Molly Oniianand m maiden rt 
Haydn* (51 good to soh). 

Sefeotar B1SBLY 


5.00 BOLUNGBt CHAMPAGNE CHALLENGE SBUES HANDICAP 

(Amateurs: £3.148: Im If 149yd) (13 runners) 

1 (5) 000200- IALM* 152 (F.OS) (C flawwj A Stnrat 6-12-0-C Hanson (4) M 

2 (11 301TM BATAAN 31 (6) (Earte de U Sttace) A Y m tehar tfa n (Bd) 6-11 10 V UrtnrtUk (4) - 

3 (13) MO-183 CLASSYCWff56(6)(XStafjUWWae-J 1-10.JCmntoyH) 96 

4 (6) 12-4510 U0NT0NE51 (C.F &S) (BStood)Jjenktas 7-11-9-MUatash 96 

5 (10) 230-016 ROMAN REEL 17 (DJ.G) (K tapm) G L Mora 6-11-8 ... IMongan(4) 98 

6 (31 4B4S32- AUSTARS EXPRESS 47J(D,Fl(Hss Is Tv Site PtwsiK Met 4-11-7 P WtUey K 

7 (71 00-1404 FRESHRUflTDALY36 (G)(KtUsan)Pteheway5-11-7 — H Sprtane (4) 99 

B (4) 122301- ABCADY136 (F£) (J Heedenen) J L Harts 4-11-6- J Henfcnon (4) M 

9 (Hi 4S11T1 SOLKR COVE U (GJ>) (Latyswaotl Rating CUi) U Ueata 7-16-4 C Boons ffi 

10 (9) 021004- DAJJPHN 160 (G) (Ma R Brant) W Manor 4-9-12.TUcCrtthy 95 

11 (12) 0-6465 NAJLS TAIS 51 W Kentish) S Do* 4-98..J Gotostoto M) 96 

12 (0 OOOW (RUVTSOAK783ffItoody)PSdte5-9-7_ 0McPtal(4) - 

13 (Z) POOO-00 SUSSEXGflBSE28(TteraW)JU*g6-9-7-TW*tore(4j - 

Long handicap Frtw s Qrt 96. Sussar Gorsc 8-1 

BETTING: U Sokfin Cow. 6-1 Manbne. Roman Red. 7-1 Lrtnk. 8-1 Oescy 0*1. Ateor, Eapras. Aready. 
10-1 others. 

ra« sa»r7Bwa«Bf uo-io p sou o-d p nanw u on 


FORM FOCUS 


CLASSY CHEF 813rd ol 6 to taSaleh n amateurs 
hanrhop a) LrgftatJ (AW. Im 50. ROMAN REEL 
beat dream Canter 41 in f 0-rurner onztais handi¬ 
cap rt lnfr£) (AW. im) or perateTHte ten 
ALLSTARS D(PRESS hod 2nd ol 12 to Arart m 
anraten hnrkcap rt Lr&ukl {AW. Im 21) rWfr 
MONTDFE (516 betai od) 2WI «h. ARCADY bee) 


Mbs Pran dm-taad in 12-nnnB bandeau rt 
Wotmhanwton (AW, im 71). SOLDER COTE ted 
RirrJng Green M in 13-flimn solfing handicap at 
Uretoebrttfi (Im tali) DAUPHN 1W 4U tt 21 
to WhBpaing Dawn in anwrnim tradcap rt 
Newmartfl (im IL good). 

Selection: UQNTONE 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS 

Wire. 

Ri« 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Winn 

ms 

% 

J Duftv 

15 

40 

37.5 

Prt Utter 

B 

32 

XX) 

S Yfrlbaras 

7 

22 

318 

Pa4 Eflttay 

16 

86 

162 

W Jrtvfc 

C Hag» 

6 

6 

20 

22 

300 

27.3 

T State 

T (tom 

10 

15 

44 

108 

rsr 

119 


5 

21 

238 

F tow 

4 

38 

105 

Wfeggas 

A 

18 

22 

J Stef 

8 

79 

10.1 


D Bold Words produced a game performance at Ripon yest¬ 
erday to prevent John Gosden from securing his fourth succ¬ 
essive victory in the Galphay Conditions Stakes. Gosden’s 
Handsome Ridge, the 2-J on favourite, mounted a persistent 
challenge, but Bold Words, ridden by Kieren Fallon, kept on 
determinedly to win by a neck. 



Ripon 

Going: good lo Arm 

2-10 151) 1 Out Urn Magic IJ P Egan. 5-2 
tevt. 2. Happy Days i2(Ml. 3. duo Masrer 
110-11 14 tan i*L 1*1 P Evans Toie <320: 
Cl.70. £570. E300 DF E?1 BO Trm 
£23150 CSF £S3« 

2.40 (im 4180yd) 1. Pnndotno (G BorOwd. 
6-1 1 . a Tcftalty Youra [9-1); 3. PeWeMn (14-1): 
4. Open Altjk <14-1) WaKt Me On 4-1 t» 
20 ran Hd. shhc M Bnrtan Tole. £7 40. 
£1 70 £2 10. £3 SO. £8 30 OF £38 60 Tro 
E203 40 CSF CEl 49 Tncam £72630 
3.10166 1. French GrU (A QarK l0-1|.2.Kn 
12-1 lav). 3. Mraewnta (11-2i. 4. Bate" Hsry 
(12-1) IS ran 1Y.I.1I MPods Tore C15 Oft 
£2 80. Cl 30. El TO. ££70 OF £2020 Trto. 
£39 70 CSF £28 75 Tnca&I £12985 
14011m ini.BoWWonte(KFanon.8 l):2. 
Handaoma FWge il-21av): 3. lectiytWla <14- 
1). 8 ran. r*. a E Durrap Tale Cl03Cr. 
£200.Cl ia. ei feo DF Sd40.CSF C1£Q5 
4.10 nm4( 60yd) I.SunmfilM Special (K 
Dailey 15-1). 2. Srterqy (25-11: 3. Mahon 
(B-1| Gabpno M lav 14 ran NP 
Auouslan 3^1. V.I D Batoes Tow? £1020 
G'jO. £680. £370. DF tfiSOO Tile. 
£16650 CSF £23721 Tncafl £lSG0.74 

4.40 (lm)l, Often Cart iWFfyon. 2-1 lavi: 2. 
■>yd3l Gold (11-U: 3. Burning Tnpri (3-1) 16 


ran. NR MsLaU. WooAeciw 4LT41 SVItoocto 
Tole £2-90; £1 90, £350, £1 70 DF. £2660 
Trio £33 GO CSF £22 97 
5.10 (Im 2fl l. bn Si James (D HoSand. 
8-1). 2. Kinodom Empem (9-1): 3. Ctmluz 
(14-1) Casties Burning 11-8 tav 11 ran. Nfi 
Epic Stand. Imperial Or Mrttc Hd, S J 
Berrien Tore £1050; £2.70. ES60. £2 70 
DF £195 70 Tno £13290 CSP. C74 46. 
Trfcasr ES21JO 

Jackpoc £27.315.60 (050 wnntag tickets: 
pool of C1B.18S54 corned forward 10 
Hamiton today). 

PlacepoC £102.80. 

OuadpoC £15.50. 

Chepstow 

Going: him 

200 (2m 110yd 1, Kbmescasfi 04 A 

RttBCfaW. &-<): 2 BraaF The Rutw (Ewsb 
taY): 3. Am Bleu (13-2) 9 ran 3. 131 P 
Bowen. True £260. £3 ID. £1.00 £3 00. DF- 
£le(i Tno. £2 10 CSf £307 
230 (2m 31 nOyd ch) 1. Jhaj Frezi (A 
Thorflon, 7-2). 2 Firt 3h*ng I10IV301: 3. 
Maserw (9-4 ton) 7 ran Bl. 29 A Bierow. 
Tore £600; £i «0. £i 90 DF £570 CSF 
£1382 

3.00 (2n 4f 110yd ndtef 1 .0 Don (K Geufc. 
S-2); 2, Gtongrtiil Gto (M for). 3. Row 


Ctenwr 14-1) 4 ran. 9. 81 M Ryan Tae 
£290 DF.£220 CSF £560. 

3.30 (3m Ctrl 1. Btech Ctnmfii (D CSriHvan, 
84 lari: 2 Daiger Baby (7-41; 3. Elite 
Governor(112) 4ran a.dlsl RRowe Tme- 
Cl 90 DF £1 60 CSF £4 30 
4X10 12m 110yd nrfie) 1. Shracfcy (S Ryan. 
12-1). 2 Thome Arana (10-11 law); 3. Quaker 
Waltz (5-tl 10 ran NR- Brocon II. a S 
McMrtion Tole £13 30: £2 50. £130. £12D 
DF £11 40 Trto £14 60 CSf £24 16 
4aO(3mcft] 1. Some-Toy TMcsLHartdaic, 
5-1). 2, Rusty Bridge IS-2 ton: 3. Gamtrtne 
Roys/ (4-1J 8 ran 41. 221 J Soure Tore 
£S1Ci;£2ra,S220 DF £920 CSF: £1643 
5 00 (2m 110yd tel race] 1. Diamond HaB IA 
P McCoy. 100-301: 2. Murfal 150-1). 3. 
Stinmy Dancing (5-1). Dinity Dora 2-1 tew. 
12 ran a. O. K Burt* Tole £3 40: £1 TO. 
£14 40. £2.00. DF: £14790 Trier £200.70 
CSF £153 31 

nmtfnc £49^0. Ctaadpoc £21^0. 


Ludlow 

Gotog: good Lo bm. fttn n pbm 
220 (art hde) 1. Kabarl (M AVfcille. 12-1). 
2. Caoian T«dy (12- 1|. 3 Aajmsi The Cixi. 
(20-1) ftsrien Coiwi 3-1 n-tar 13 rar 1W. 
V,L A Camfil Tole £1530: E390. £3.50. 
£330 DF £6040 Trto £21790 CSF: 
£12969 Tncasl £2605 54 (Voted 


250 12m 41 dil 1. tonperial Vintage (N 
Wtcmsen, 10-11 taw): 2. Rrtaa Rfca (2-11; 2 
F«mwch (4-1) 4 ran 13L rfisi Mbs. V 
WMams Tore £1.70 ff £2.40 CSF £294 
320 (Zm 51110yd hrfc) 1. Piper's Rock (A 
Bams. 3-1 law): 2 Kymki (4-1): 3. Saha 
- - a To 


11 ran 41. 61 G Batolna Tore £3 Hi 
! 10. £2.40. £5 30 DF- EB80 Tno £43 BO 
CSF. £13 OS ft***-£14304 
3 50 12m cri) i. inch Emperor (T J lAxphy. 
13-8 taw; 2. Snowy Petrel (2-1): 3. 
Terayesledm (4-1) 6 ran NFL Gwy Hd. ffl 
A CanHL tore £220; £1 40. £1 90 OF' 
£2.30 CSF: £4 51. 


4^0 ^m 5) 110yd hde) 1. SUaweet j 
Gokteram. 3ij. 2. Firsi CracA (5-2 law): 3 
Moctatoi(100-30) Bran 2ftLnk.NTw«raion- 
□avles. Tote £3 70. £24ft £1.80 DF £280 
CSF-£961 


4.50 (3m cri) 1. Uy Nominee (Mi R Btrton. 
11-41:2. Cape Gorraee (9-1): 3. Fa* Power 
(7-4 tav). 6 ran. NR TTwiWi Hd. 121 D 
NlchoUs. Toto £390. £190. £240 DF 
£17 00 CSF. £22-30 


£20 Cm hde) 1. Percy Brakhwato (Mr J 
Gcifetem, 7-2); 2. Name Ol On Fatter (2-1 
ti-lawl: 3, UrdcyArcha (2-1 p-fav) 7 ran 3H 
3.%l MtesPWhtnie Tote £4 70 £240,££20. 
DF- £3.30 CSF £927. 


R- . ’288JOO Quadpot £13iO. 


SQUASH 

Marshall 
guides 
Halifax 
to final 

By Coun McQuillan 

POTTERS Bar will defend 
their SRA National League 
championship against Queens 
Halifax on April 21 after 
consolidating their two-leg 
semi-final against Chichester 
to a 6-4 winning result in 
Hampshire late on Tuesday 
night. 

With Sue Wright, the Brit¬ 
ish national champion, revers¬ 
ing her surprise first-leg defeat 
by Linda Chamian, the Chich¬ 
ester fifth-string, the match 
hung on the deciding first- 
string rubber between John 
Ransome and Nathan Dugan, 
which, went to Potters Bar 
when Dugan, the England 
No 22, retired injured. 

Queens Halifax also came 
through 6-4 on aggregate 
against B rax bourne, this rime 

with the middle-order provid¬ 
ing the winning edge on their 
home courts, while David 
Campion found the steadily- 
improving Peter Marshall just 
too much to handle at first- 
string. 

Campion had expertly ex¬ 
ploited the match rtistiness of 
the double-handed former 
world No 2 when they met in 
the early part of Marshall’s 
comeback from chronic fa¬ 
tigue syndrome in the first leg. 
However. Marshall spent last 
week at the British Open 
championships in Cardiff 
sparring with old opponents 
after losing to Brett Martin, 
the No S seed from Australia, 
in the first round and that 
extra exposure to match-play 
took the 25-year-old a pace 
beyond Campion's elegant 
style on Tuesday. 

With Marcus Berrett pull- 
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ing back from 1-2 down 
against Rodney Durbach, the 
tough South African playing 
at second-string for Brox- 
houme. and Lee Beachill, the 
British junior champion, join¬ 
ing Adam Toes in repeating 
their first-leg control of Julian 
Wellings and Stuart Cowie, 
the Yorkshire side safely ab¬ 
sorbed Marshall’s improve¬ 
ment and the continued 
absence of Cassandra 
Jackman. 

Jackman injured an ankle 
just before the women’s inter¬ 
national between England 
and Australia at the end of last 
month and also pulled out of 
the British Open, leaving the 
field dear for an all-Austra¬ 
lian final in Cardiff between 
Michelle Martin and Sarah 
Fttz-Gerald. Only Wright 
challenged the two Austra¬ 
lians last week in Cardiff and 
Halifax must hope that 
Jackman can mend and train 
in time to contest the women’s 
string in the league final if 
they hope to rake the title away 
from the combative Potters 
Bar squad. 


EQUESTRIANISM 

Windsor 
has best 
intention 

By Jenny MacAkthur 

THE Royal Windsor Horse 
Show, which is to host the 
British Nations Cup for the 
first time next month, will cost 
El million to put on and will 
be, in the words of Michael 
Bullen. the chairman, “the 
biggest and best horse show in 
the world”. 

In marked contrast to 
Hickstead’s ailing fortunes. 
Windsor is enjoying a new 
lease of life. Three leading new 
sponsors. Hildon, Land Rover 
and Samsung, have joined 
Harrods and Beneficial, more 
than £200.000 has been invest¬ 
ed in improving the facilities, 
including the provision of 
two extra rings, and. for 
the first time, an outside 
contractor is being employed 
to look after the ground in the 
arenas. 

The acquisition of the Na¬ 
tions Cup. which Windsor was 
asked to stage only two weeks 
ago after the cancellation of 
Hickstead’s Nations Cup 
meeting, could not have been 
more timely. 

Windsor had already derid¬ 
ed to bring back international 
showjumping, for the first 
time for 24 years, and the 
Nations Cup. which will take 
place on Sunday, May 18. 
should help to attract leading 
riders and horses. Germany, 
France, Holland, Great Brit¬ 
ain. Ireland and Belgium are 
expected to compete. 

Other events at the show 
include international carriage 
driving, dressage, showing 
and. for the first time, a 
country fair. More than 3.000 
entries have been received. 
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Newest sporting bible salutes King James’s version 


T he week before a marathon 
is always tough. If you are 
planning to run one it is, 
aJas, too late to get in that last- 
minute training. Perhaps the best 
tiling you can do is put your feet 
up, boil up some tea and read a 
good. long, well-researched book 
about sport. 

They don’t come any better 

researched, or _ 

any longer, than 
tiie Eruylopaedia 
of World Sport, 
from Ancfenf 
Times to The 
Present, just pub¬ 
lished in Britain 
in three volumes. 


‘Cudgeling, 
Buzkashi and 
Maori Darts’ 


It is certainly this week’s entry for 
the book most likely to take your 
mind off the Flora London Mara¬ 
thon. It might even suggest a few 
events that are a lot less painful 
and demanding. 

This encyclopaedia reckons it is 
the most comprehensive, historical 
and cross-cultural survey of sport 


published. It is an impressive and 
heavyweight work, compiled with 
the help of a vast team of sports 
scholars and experts from all over 
the world. 

It gives fascinatingly detailed 
coverage of almost 300 sports, 
which indude all the mainstream 
and traditional activities and some 
that you will probably never have 

_ heard of. How 

about trying your 
hand at Cudgel¬ 
ing. Buzkashi. 
Camogie or even 
Maori Darts? Ail 
the rules are here, 
along with a de¬ 
scription of how 


the games evolved and are played. 
And if you do not fancy any of 
those, then you are probably a 
natural for the “Good Woman 
000(651“, a traditional Native 
American trial of speed and skill. 

Modestly, for a book that gives 
such in-depth information on so 
many sports, the En<ylopaedia of 


World Sports accords the honour 
of“the most influential sports book 
ever written’* to a simple nine-page 
booklet issued in 1618. 

That was when King James 1 
published The King's Book of 
Sports that declared that it would 
be legal to play certain games and 
sports on a Sunday after church. 
The king's declaration was read 
aloud in every church in the land 
(later it was ordered by Parliament 
to be publidy burned), and it 
sparked a fierce debate that raged 
for more than three centuries 
about whether sport should be 
allowed cm a Sunday. 

This weekend we will see sport 
from the FA Cup semi-finals to the 
London Marathon dominating 
our Sunday, so maybe The Kings 
Book of Sports really did start 
sport's greatest revolution. 

Priced at $125, for the three 
volumes, the Encyclopaedia of 
World Sport, edited by David 
Levinson and Karen Christensen 
and published in Britain by ABC- 



CUO, Oxford, is not going to 
knock Fever Pitch off the bestseller 
list, but it is a vast source of 
information on almost any sport¬ 
ing topic you could wish to explore. 

Take the shadow of the Irish 
question in sport, which at the 
weekend led to the IRA bid to 
wreck the Grand National. Dive 
into volume fl and you find the 
issue his been around for a long 
time. 

At the 1908 Olympics in London, 


there was much tension between 
Britain and the United States over 
Irish nationalism because there 
were hardly any Irishmen in the 
“Great Britain and Ireland” team, 
while the United States squad was 
full of them. 

Matters came to a head in the 
marathon where the leader. 
Dorando Pietri, collapsed and was 
helped across the finish line. The 
race Was awarded to the second 
finisher, John Hayes, an Irish- 
American. This was not a popular 
result with the London crowd and 
special prizes were awarded to 
Pietri, who became far more 
famous than his conqueror. 

This latest encylopaedia comes 
out of America and places great 
emphasis on political correctness. 
Its editors reckon that the tradi¬ 
tional view of sport is far too 
Western and masculine, so here, 
along with all the mainstream 
sports, there are entries on Animal 
Rights and Ethnicity. Right after 
the entry on Gambling, comes a 


dupter on Gay Games. Women's 

^™iy OT ^,. Sp ^n are r^n These 

done by males, although in these 


documented. You can roam 
through richly researched sections 
on Native American Competitions 
and Traditional Sports from Ocea¬ 
nia. Where else could you learn of 

an Austr alian aboriginal version 
of football in which the ball is 
traditionally made out of the 

scrotum of a kan-__ 

garoo? 

And anyone 
who thinks that 
the roots of mod¬ 
ern-day competi¬ 
tive sport lay 
exclusively in An¬ 
cient Greece, is 
firmly put in his or her place by 
scholarly sections on the history 
and traditions of Native African 
and Native American sport Na¬ 
tive people in the northern parts of 
North America, reports the ency¬ 
clopaedia, have created their own 
traditional competitions. Events 


Muskox Push 
and Indian 
Blanket Toss’ 


gender balanced times, female 
participants may also compete. 

Female participants, the editors 
explain, origin ally had their own 
event—the Good Woman Contest. 
This sport indudes various activi¬ 
ties performed by 

-— women, such as 

boiling, fire 


making, 
chopping, 
nock maki 


wood 
ban- 
making, seal 
and muskrat 
skinning and tra- 
ditional sewing. 

And, of course, in the pofititaUy 
correct Nineties, it is reported that 
these days men, too, can take part 
in the Good Woman Contest... 
Get me an entry form, please. It 
has to be easier than ..tine 


marathon. 


includes foe one and two-foot High 


John Bryant 


ATHLETICS 


American turns 
his back on 
$lm windfall 


By David Powell, athletics correspondent 


JERRY LAWSON wears nine 
earrings and studs, a ponytail, 
a goatee beard and, as he flew 
into Gatwick yesterday, he 
announced that he will colour 
his hair blond or white for foe 
Flora London Marathon on 
Sunday. Yet. if he runs a quick 
time, this flamboyant, chatty, 
good-humoured, Irish-Amerir 
can might suddenly go very 
quiet 

Lawson is passing up the 
chance of $1 million by dedin¬ 
ing to race in the Boston 
Marathon on Monday week 
when, even by foe most gener¬ 
ous estimate, he cannot make 
much more than a quarter of 
that in London. A million 
dollars to run under 2hr 8min 
47sec in Boston, but only 
$150,000 to run two minutes 
quicker in London — how? 

The kit sponsor. New Bal¬ 
ance, is offering $1 million to 
the first athlete to break foe 
unofficial United States men's 
marathon record of 2hr 8min 
47sec, set by Bob Kempainen 
in Boston in 1994, but it must 
be achieved in the United 
States, in one of 56 specified 
marathons. Lawson, who 
shares the official United 
States record of 2hr lOmin 
4sec, could sneak inside 2hr 
8min 47sec in London and his 
bonus would be only $15,000. 
After a loss like that, even the 
exuberant Lawson might be 
stunned into silence. 

Even if Lawson beat the 
world record of 2hr 6min 
50sec, his bonus from the 
London Marathon would be 
only $150,000. It is not fanciful 
to suggest that Lawson might 
have beaten Kempainen’s 
mark in Boston, if conditions 
were favourable. When there 
is a following wind, Boston 
times come up much faster 
than London’s, as happened 


when Kempainen ran 2hr 
8min 47sec there. Boston is a 
point-to-point course, which 
precludes official United 
States records an it Lawson’s 
2hr lOmin 4sec counts because 
Chicago, where he set it last 
year when finishing runner- 
up to Paul Evans, satisfies 
criteria relating to course pro¬ 
file and proximity of start to 
finish, thereby failing into the 
category of loop-route rather 
than point-to-point. 

“I briefly thought about 



LONDON MARATHON 


1997 




Only in The Times oat week: 
the complete list of London 
Marathon finishers 


jumping ship and going after 
foe million dollars, but it was 
not where I want to be right 
now,” Lawson, who had 
agreed to run in London 
before the incentive was an¬ 
nounced. said. “I want to 
make each of my marathons 
progressively more presti¬ 
gious or faster. 

“After Chicago. London is 
logically the next step, instead 
of going to Boston and getting 
caught with everything right 
out of foe gun, like they do 
there." Boston's fast early 
miles are precipitated by the 
combination of downhill start 
and African influence. “1 do 
not feel 1 am prepared as I 
would like to be to handle that 
yet," Lawson said. “I am 


trying to season myself before 
I take on a course and compe¬ 
tition like foaL” 

London tends to be more 
evenly paced and, for an 
athlete with a high drop-out 
rate, having completed only 
six of his nine marathons. 
Lawson'S caution is under¬ 
standable. “1 still consider 
myself a baby as for as the 
marathon, goes, so I am trying 
to take steps before I start 
hitting foe ground full force." 
he said. He is thinking more of 
foe millennium than foe mil¬ 
lion. “1 am planning by 2000 
on getting down in foe 2--07s. 1 
am trying to make a progres¬ 
sion. taking a minute off every 
year. If I run two marathons a 
year, that is 30 seconds a 
marathon, which is one sec¬ 
ond a mile, roughly.” 

Lawson moved from Florida 
to Texas recently. “The wea¬ 
ther in Texas has been a mess, 
either cold or raining 75 per 
cent of the time I have been 
there, so it has been hard to 
train properly.” he said. 

Bom Jerry Murphy, of Irish 
parents. Lawson was adopted 
at 18 months. When he is not 
training or changing hair-look 
— he has raced in luminous 
green and a mohawk cut—he 
is collecting and reading com¬ 
ics. The Flash . the story of the 
fastest man alive, is his fa¬ 
vourite and one of his ear 
studs is a lightning bolt, the 
symbol of foe main character. 

Lawson has 2,000 comics in 
his collection and he has read 
every one. He is well stocked 
with second and third genera¬ 
tion issues of The Flash, but 
not vintage collectors’ copies. 
“The first generation stuff 
from the Forties is so expen¬ 
sive, l do not even bother." he 
said. The things you could do 
with a million dollars. 



CRICKET 


Old rivals 
fight for 
cup place 


Atherton to 
retain 
leadership 


From a Correspondent 
IN KUALA LUMPUR 


By Alan Lee 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 


Lockhart of Scotland, is disconsolate after his dismissal. Photograph: Mike Fiala 


A 50-0VER match for third 
place in the ICC Trophy in 
Kuala Lumpur today will 
decide whether Ireland or 
Scotland join Kenya and Ban¬ 
gladesh as the ICC representa¬ 
tives at the 1999 World Cup in 
England. 

Neither of foe old foes, who 
first met in 1888. wanted to 
play each other for foe last 
place, but what had seemed 
Okety for a week was con¬ 
firmed yesterday when Scot¬ 
land lost foe second semi-final 
to Bangladesh. 

Jim Love, foe Scotland 
coach, said: “The two teams 
are great pals off the field and 
we know what a disappoint¬ 
ment it will be for whoever 
misses out It would have been 
better if one of us had made 
the final, but Ireland couldn’t 
quite get up against Kenya 
and we suspected Bangladesh 
had scored too many." 

Scotland set off well in 
pursuit of the Bangladesh 
total of 243 for seven when 
play resumed yesterday at the 
Kflat Club, but a succession of 
unnecessary dismissals :Ieft 
too much to do in foe latter 
stages and they were bonded 
out 72 runs short of then- 
target in the 45th over. 

Philip, the opener, stroked 
foe first ball to the boundary 
and had his team level in 
comparison with Bangladesh 
after ten overs. The introduc¬ 
tion of spin slowed foe mo¬ 
mentum and after Philip had 
been stumped for 37, Lockhart 
and Blain. promoted to push 
the pace, guided lofted drives 
into foe hands of long-on and 
long-off respectively. 

Salmond, the captain, brief¬ 
ly got the innings bade on 
trade, but when he was out 
stumped Scotland's top five 
had ail given themselves up 
unnecessarily. Williamson 
played a series of flowing 
drives on his way to 39 not out. 
but it was not enough. 
Mohammad Rafique had fig¬ 
ures of four for 25. 


MICHAEL ATHERTON 
was summoned to London 
yesterday for talks with the 
chairman of foe England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB). 
Lord MacLaurin of Kneb- 
worth, and Tim Lamb, the 
chief executive. The meeting 
was evidently a precursor to 
his reappointment as Eng¬ 
land captain for foe fortbeom- 
- ing Ashes series. 

Atherton, who is set to 
break Peter May’s longevity 
record as captain at Lord’s in 
June, can expect his retention 
to be formalised early next 
week, when David Graveney, 
the new chairman of selectors, 
returns from holiday. All that 
remains to be settled is wheth¬ 
er Atherton w31 continue as a 
member of foe selection 
panel. 

The gathering yesterday, 

■ meanwhile, was seen partly 
as a debriefing for foe events 
of the winter end more partic¬ 
ularly as a chance for the 
hierarchy of the board to 
discuss with Atherton foe way 
ahead in terms of the much- 
discussed image and presen¬ 
tation of the England team. 

Lord MadLamin. who on 
Tuesday announced record 
profits for his retail company, 
Tesco, is now seeking similar 
results for foe England team 
and promises to be the most 
influential board chairman 
for years. Both he and lamb 
have been publidy critical of 
aspects of England’s conduct 
during foe winter. 

Atherton has enjoyed a rest 
since the tour, attending 
functions for his benefit year 
and. on Saturday, being 
among foe thousands strand¬ 
ed at Ain tree by foe sabotage 
of the Grand National; 

Next week, however, he will 
be reunited with his England 
colleagues at a seminar 
planned by David Lloyd, the 
coach. It wfll last for force 
days and cover many facets of 
foe responsibilities faced by 
members of a national tesm 
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ATHLETICS 


CAPE TOWN: Engan^grand^grix 


results): Men: 100m; 1. F 
Mem] 10-2Ssec 2 ,0 Ltmfc(US) 
10.46; 3. fl Ctey (US) 1056 400m 1 . I 
Thomas (G 8 ) 45il: 2. A Materbe (SA) 
46.14; 3, B Jamieson (US 1 46.7S. High 
jump: 1 equal, S Strath (GB) end B Be&y 
GB) Z20m 3. G SchaJfere (SA) 2.1& 
JaveBn: 1. J ZeV-aiy (Cz) 91 34m: 2. J 
Vostoo (SA) 73.76; 3. J van Eck (SA) 71.78 
Woman: 1,600m: l. K Hdmes (GS) 4mtn 
03.47sac 


BASEBALL 


AMERICAN LEAGUE: Arnhem 10 New 
York Ytantees 9 (h 1 2r*w). Boston 13 
Oakland 7; Senate 14 Cleveland a 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Florida 5 Chicago 
Cuts 3: Atlanta 4 Houston 2; St Lous 2 
Montreal 1; New YorkMeta5 Los Angeles 3; 
Pittsburgh 2 Sbi Oego 0; Phtadaphia 2 
San Francisco 1. 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (fiCA): Tortrrto 
16 * New 


100 Washington 94 , Mem 04 New. 

92: Cleveland 53 New York 73; Dallas Si 
Portland 82: Orlando 97 MHwaufeee 82; San 
Antonio 06 Denver 90; Phoenix us 
Minnesota 107: Los Angeles Lakers 109 
Golden State 85; Houston 127 Los Angrtes 
CSRjers 117: Sacramento 109 Vancouver 
S3. 


BOWLS 


MELTON MOWBRAY: All Enghnd men's 
indoor championships: Triples: Quarter- 

Hnaks: Botham bl Toignbridge 20-18. 

South Forrest bt Towerfenda 20-11; 

Oesharnigh Maidenhead bt Fohestone 

21-13; Kingsttwtpe bt Bladqaool Borough 

15-14. Semi-finals: Bentham bl South 

Forest 17-16; Klngstharpn bt Oesborough 

Maidenhead 21-16. Ftnat Berthambt 

Ktogsthorpe 19-18 Pairs: First round: 

Ctame Dunbar (R Francis. G Shopmen bt 

Gaflow (T Howe*, f ’' 


, R Mason) 2322. York (T 


aid I Boyle) bl BarMng <D Farr, N Smith) 
21-15; Blackpool Borough (5 Arey. N 
Burrows) bt Cfy cl Ely (M EnfrnstJa. I 
MCWhmey) 23-14; Md SuHoBc {I and G 


W Manley) 18-16; TynedaJe <K Hooter. K 
Henderson) bt Sunderland (fl Bewck. J 
Lambert) 22-17; Watford (R tares, M 
Yeland) bt Royal Twbndge Weis (D 
Hanmore. J Dunn) 26-17; Berwel [A 
Burford, PMeatan) bl Padcfington (G Smydi. 
S Halmai) 18-17. 


BOXING 


BETHNAL GREEN; British mldd I s w ei g ht 

channlanshrp (vacant 12mdsV D Stsie 

[Bury St Edmunds) bt S Storey (Series!) rsc 
7th. Southern Area bnrttn trwatoht chanc- 

tonship (vacant. 10mds)-VFeen— * 

WFAmjjorto (Be»mal Green) pcs. 

^vacant lOmda): S 



279 12 


1 (West Ham) bt 
Jackson (Baiter sea) pts. Super-termer 

(Bmds): J JuiAa (Una) bt R MtogalaeynJta] 

rec 2nd. Mddte (4mds) J RetcHi (Rom¬ 
ford) bt A Ewan (tosmeh) rsc 4th; P 
Parreyntou (Cyp) bt A Gray (Great 
Yarmouth) pts; E Giordano fbfcngtari) bt J 
Hooks (Tfaffingtam) pts: J Retail (Rom- 
ford) bt A B«n (Tpemch) rsc 4th. 


CRICKET 


Fourth Test match 

West ladies v India 


ANTIGUA (final day of five)- Mtest todies 
dmwVifrxXa 


WEST INDIE& ftst imaigs 
SL Cannibal n*i cut... .10 

SCWSamacTendulcarbKtiwVa_ 0 

S Oianderpaul c Laxirm b Kumble.24 

B C Lara c Mongia b PrasaJ _ . __ 103 

CL Hooper cAzharuddnb Josh . —28 

flIC Holder cMonrtab Kumt**-56 

tC O Browne not out___ 39 

IB Bishop c Brand b Joshi_17 

CEL Ambrose c Mongia b KuuvriJa . 22 
C A Walsh c Drawd b Joshi_21 


Extras (b 1. fe 5. nb 9| .. - . 

Total . 

. 15 

FAIL OF WICKETS’. 1-0, 2-3% 340, 882. 
5-234.8230.7-252.8285.9-333. 
BOWUNG: Prasad 2M-681; KuruvSa 
34-1 - 68 £ Kumble 3814-932; Joshi 23 4- 
7-783; Ganguly 3-0-24-0 

NXA: Ftet Imings 

A D Jrefeja ran out _ 

V V S Lmrai c Browne b Watti - 
R s Drawd not out ... 

.96 
__56 

..... 37 



Total (2 wkts) „ 

_ 212 


*S R TentfuBcar. 5 C Ganguly, M 
l R Kirnote. A 


AawMWn.tNRMonflla.AL_ 

Kuuv*a and B K.V Prasad cM not baL 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-37,2-198 
BOWLMG. Ambrose 0-1-260; Bishop 


16-3-47-0; Walsh 15-3-37-1; Hooper 15-4- 
400; Chanderpauf 3-0-70. 

, s:S A BucfcrorfWfcst Indies) and 
i C Coocay (Sri Lanka). 


One-day international match 
South Africa v Australia 


JOHANNESBURG (AustraSa won toss)- 
AusOaBa beet South Africa by a&V runs 
AUSTRALIA 

G S BtewoU c Richardson b Crania . . 36 

M JDiVarajto tow b Donald...89 

S G Law c Crookes b Crente ... _10 

J N GBespn c Gfete b Donald __26 

S R Waugh b B^iscn_ _. 20 

M G Bevan c CuiBnan b Donald_32 

ACGfchnstbPota*_26 

*t1 A Heaiy not out_3 

S K Wans not oU ___ 6 

&aas(b 1 . b 8 , w 1 , nb 2 )_ 10 

Total (7 wtas, 50 ovwa)_258 


A J Bchel and A C Dale did not baL 
FALL OF WICKETS- 1-93. 2-1®. 3-160, 
4-167. 5-202. 6-244, 7-248. 

BOWLING- Fofcx* 10-1-48-1; Bryson 90- 
47-1: Donald 10007-3: KaHs 1-0-100, 
Cronja 10-1-42-2; Crootas 100070 
SOUTH AFRICA 

A M Bacher c S R Waugh b Bichel_ 6 

H H Gtota Hav b Dale ...._..22 

D N Crookes run out _____0 

D J Outran b Sate...53 

J H Kalb c S R Wanh b Glespie 55 

J N Rhodes c Law bGAaspie-10 

*WJ Cnne not out....40 

S M Ponock c Lav b Warm . . _40 

tD J Bchardson b Bichel — _ 8 

R E Bryson not oifl.._.._4 

Extras (to 6 . w 4, nb 2 ).... 12 


Tote) (8 wto, 50 owns)_250 

AADonafdcMiwtbai. 

FAIL OF WICKETS: 1-27.2-31,3-31,4-132. 
5-149.6-154, 7-154.8-227 
BOWLING: We 10-1-40-1; Btchol 100- 
55-2 Wane100-45-1:G6e5pie1(HM&2; 
Bevan 30-22-0; Btewett 7-0301. 

Umpras- D F Beefier and S B lamtaon 


Sluujah Cop 

Pakistan v Zimbabwe 


SHARJAH (Pakistan wan lass) Pakistan 
beer Zhtoetwe by 32 ruts 


PAKISTAN 

tamam-d Haq run out_...... 14 

SajdAlbMatsmbanadB).. 4 

fez Aimed cARVttutteB b Braides... 19 
SafimMaSs c A Flower b Brandos ...... 0 

Mohammad Wasrn few b Streak_3 

•Wasxn Aram c Srang b Matambenadzn 1 

fMon Khan c ARWtvttsfl b Streak.,.61 

SirahxJ Alndt b Streak... S 

Saqtah MuSNaqe GW Flow* 0 Streak. 20 

Mushtaq Aimed not out .. 5 

Waqar Yarns notout . 8 

Esas fb 1 . lb 8 . w 4 ) .. 11 

Total $) vrias, 50 arm) .. . .. 151 


FALL OF WICKETS 10. 2-34, 3-34,4-40, 
W1.6-43.7-51.8-128, B-140. 


BOWUNG- Brandes 104-39-2: Matam- 
banadzo 80-27-2; Stiwfc 10-2-184. Strang 
100-320; G J Vttittafl 8-1 -180; A R WNtl j 
4-1-100 


ZIMBABWE 

C B Wtshart b Wacpr___ 5 

G W Flower c liazb Waqar_ 1 

7A Flower b Mushtaq ---— 28 

■AI^roarra^?bSBqtairi“ „ _! ! 1_^0 

GJWhrnalc Mom b Mushtaq Ahmed.0 

□ P VBjoen runout__ 25 

H H Streak bw b Waqar ..20 

E A Brandes st Mato b Mushtaq Ahmed .0 
A R Whtttafl c Wasfcn Akram 

b Mushtaq Ahmed...... 0 

E Maumbanadzo rst out.... 5 

Extras (b 5. w4)_ _ ■ 9 

Total (40.1 om)_ 118 


FALL OF WICKETS: 1-5, 2-14, 3-57. 4-57. 
868 . 87S. 7-94.8-94, 904. 

BOWUNG: Wfistm Akram 7-1-110; Waqar 
Younts 5.1-2-14-3; Saglain Mushtaq 9-1- 
37-2: Shahid ma 41-250; Mushtaq 
Ahmed 100074. 

Men ol Hw match: Mom Khan. 

Umpires: C J MteNey (South Attica) and 
DBCome (NewZealand) 


ICC Trophy 
Semi-final 

Bangladesh v Scotland 

KUALA UMPUR (Scatend won tos^' 
Bangladesh bear Scotland by 72 runs 
BANGLADESH 

Adhar Afi Khan c Dories b Beven-5 

Namur R a hman ran out .26 

tKfrUed Meshud st Dawes b Beven .... 70 
Armi Warn b BfcUn-— 57 


’Akram Khan c Kennedy b BfeJn-4 

Saitui Islam bGouriay_15 

MnhajU Abedn rwl out- ® 

Mchom ma d Rafique cLocWe bGocrtey. 16 

Khaled Manmid not out-0 

Baraslb3.b3.w4.nbl). 11 

Total (7 wkts, 50 overs)-243 

HadbU Huscaln end EnamU Hoque dd 
nolbal 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-12. 2-51. 3-166. 
4-168,5-172, 8011.7-233. 

BOWLWG: Btan 100490: Beven 10 - 2 - 
29-2 Gourley 7-002-2 Kennady 10 O- 
240: WUfamson 80430; Sherkfen 50- 
300. 

• SCOTLAND 

IL Phnp si Khetod Mashud b Neknur. .37 

B G Lodde nri out-0 

□ R Lockhart c After b Enamtri-19 

I fl Beven c SaiU b EnemtA.. 6 

-G Sefinond et KhM Mashud 

b Enamul.— ... 24 

JGW>tensannolout-39 

SGourtayeandbMo ha mmad ...... ..A 

tAG Pewes b Moham ma d .. 12 

S R Keniixty c MWiejd b Moh a m ma d ..3 

JAR Blain rtm out -.---4 

K L P Sheridan cAirtrul b Mohammad .2 

Extras (b 1, b 7. w 14).. 

Total (44JS avers) —_171 


FALL OF WICKETS-1-30.2-62.3-73.4-80, 
5-111.8123. 7-154.8162.8189 
BOWUNG- Sertuf Islam 7-0210; HosfeU 
Hussain 3-0-1OO; Khded Mohammed 81- 
180: Nairnur FWirnen 81-30-1; EnamrJ 
Hoque 10001-3: Mo ha mmad 
680054; MnhsjU Abedki 20-11 
Akram Khan 30-170 
Men ol be match Kheled Mashud. 
Umpkss: N T Plows (England) and 
S Vartudsraghsvsn (rara) 


'f; 


F00TBA1JL 
KkA-off 7.30 tnfass stated 
European Cup Winners' Cup 
SamiMaftstleg . 




Parte Saim-GetTTiaki v 

DR IHAflfI»S LEAGUE: Premier «*■ 
vJskm: Sdlabuyv Sudbury Tom 
ICIS LEAOJE: Second dMsian: Bahalead 
v WfimbteK DarWng v Leidhertiead; 
Egham wWare. 

UNBOND LEAGUE: net dNWon: 
fetesyCefecvle0v IMBaftsKMskm 

Cup; FsurL M leg-. Stoctebridge PS v 
Ashton Linked- 

PONTtrS LEAGUE: Premter dMakxt: 
Tranmere v Stoke {70J- 
attJSLBGH MIDLAND COMBINATION: 
Premier (Maton: Weal Mdand Fire 
Sen** v King’s Hw*. 
fWBON EASTHOi COUNTES LEA¬ 
GUE; Premter dtefstorc FMatowe Pend T 
vWtetora 


WINSTQNLEAD KENT LEAGUE: First 
dhWon: Deal v Chdham- 
FA YOUTH CUP: Semi-final first leg: 
Crystal Patece v Btackbum. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: Victory shield 
under-15 inter isitiornl: Scotland v North¬ 
ern betend tel Strtng FC. 7.15) Lester 
Finch Trophy. South London v Bexley (a! 
DuMch .4 30} 


RUGBYLEAGUE 

ALLIANCE CHAMPIONSWP: Bradted v 
Wtaaa Castleford v Warrington, tut v 
Ofeharn: Ssflord v Fte hmuna. Cup: 
FM: Wwrington v Wigan. 


OTHER SPORT 


BOWLS; Man-C British e h etTMtar te h to s (re 
Metton Mowbray). 

SPEEDWAY: Stre Cup; toaeeh v Poole 
(7.30); Premier League Knockout 
Sheffield v Glasgow (7.45). 

SWDiMMG: European Championship tri- 
Ss La Sheffield) 


Cup: 


CYCLING 


TOUR OF BASQUE COUNTRY: Second 
stage (209tan. Legazpta to Wane): 1 . L 
Ja %«ri.(Fri 6 ^ 5mln 38sec; a A Bwtoirv 
3* J J; fttaara (Sp); 4. V DJeveraan 
“J; 5. S Hoiot (Fr); 8 . C CJfeppuccl ^ 


overaB 


HW 4. CCtaiipuccl nt): 5, GI 
6 . L Duleux (Swftz) afl seme thne. 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Boston 1; Tampa Bay 2 New 
Dent 3 Calgary 2 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


RRST tSVIStON: FU1 Kingston 
Huddersfield Grants 21 
P W D 

KtoddstsfieW... 7 7 

Htd--7 6 

VttHehaven. _ 7 3 

Wakefield_ 6 3 

HiflKn.. 7 3 

Ketffiey.5 2 

Wbrttogto n —. 6 2 
wanes. 5 2 

RSSl&rl ? 

^oasnorstiXiQ ^ b l 
SmrSon_ 6 1 


Hows 0 


L F 
0 236 
0 205 

3 128 
2 110 

4 136 

3 88 

4 104 

3 78 

4 84 

4 101 

5 72 


A Pm 
74 14 
87 13 

150 7 

136 7 

133 6 

97 4 

120 4 

132 4 

145 4 

125 3 

163 2 


RUGBY UNION 


OO WASE CUBS CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Hrto dMaton: Gloucester 32 Leicester 30. 


L F A 

3 553 344 

4 519 272 

5 59? 324 
f 440 325 

6 591 329 

7 385 394 
5 387 288 
9 371 350 


P W 

Wasps-is 14 

LeiC83tei... . 17 13 

Bath.. 17 11 

Sale- IS 10 

Hattaqutos... 16 10 

Gtaucostre... 17 10 

Saraoens ... is 9 

ftS2T plon 

9SW. 17 8 0 11 332 arm 

London Irish .15 3 0 12 333 520 

19 3 0 16 £5 jgj 

O ra* ■ — - >8 2 0 16 239 747 a 
PRESTON: Under-18 intemretam rrseete 
England 55 Scotland 18 ^ omaoan * 

s |^^and11Spak 1 l0 FtoatEnSSS 


SQUASH 


SRA W-nONAL LEAGUE: Serr8fcw(. 


II: U ifsss S 


5-9 SX "ir T Sz' 0S Wri^, fr9 ; 


if ?? L BwdW bt J WeBnra 94. 83. 
9-^ AToesbtSCawie9-3,81 > 1 ; A Wray 
lost to J Maran 1-9.7-9,3-8 Queens Haftfcu 
wn 64 on agg) 


TENNIS 


Men's tounreirent First round: 
ABarasateg^gp) bt c Costa Bp) 3 *. 8 a 

Sdnchez [Sp) bt B Fraaoeo 
H A CotreljB (Srt hr H 

^3; G Schafer (Austria) bt Y 
*ow (Russ) 6-Z 8ft 

SPiSJSff**: towwwwnt First 

B -2 - 82: J Tsrango (US) bt A 
(Rues) 3-6. 7-6 3-0; J Grotto 

ChangjJS) b(MTong (HK) 60.81; 

83: S Lreerei (So bl p Stoch (C4 
MADRAS: Men's tournament Rnt round: 

°.° 2 «dov(U 2 ^ bt 8 P Fteurtan (Fr) 84. 
8 i;ftQ*wierl 0 t)ttLJa ' 

M Waahng 

gfwychev (BJ) 7-5,87. L _ _ _ 
jPj-ftaea(India)81.6-2;RJobs!I . 

®LANd. Horids: Women’s tour- 
HSSF.5 - round: B Sdiute-McCarthy 
nSSiiSS®? W-'B-1:.A^Final (Fr|bt 

L Nefend (Ite) 82. 7-6; J Kandarr (Ger) tot 
Ctorens (So)^3,82; V Wttams (US) bt J 
ftE) 1-6. 84. 81; M J 
PB) bt S Pfltomld (ft) 83,80; 
M ftofee ( Fr) b( E Wtegner (Qa^ 80j8^E 
(Russ) T Whatoiggr Jonas 
A Mtrtoto 1^3) W E 
(Swte) &«. 84. 7-6 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 


Tratte chance: 24pts 
g^res.10. 23 £400.45. 22 E2S35. 21 
Fair draws £446. Ten hemes 
^00.Rveaw^s£85S0. 

2®$*® Ttabte ehenoa 24pto 
grai ^£^840.22 £29.30, Super 
10 <P« on B 

-JjSSn tfHnca: 2A ^ 

draws £ 8 .oo. Bren farms f Pri l T) 
372 0400 rwnbare 11 IQ 
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BOXING 

f Tyson’s eye injury 
wreaks havoc 
with Lewis bout 


* 


e 


* 


By Srjkumar Sen, boxing correspondent 


THE postponement of the 
tight between Evander 
Holyfield and Mike Tyson in 
Las Vegas, because of an eye 
mjuiy suffered by Tyson in 
traimng, has rebounded on 
the plans of Lennox Lewis. 

The World Boxing Council 
champion had hoped to de¬ 
fend his title against Henry 
Akinwande In Briiain on July 
5. Now the date will not only 
have to be changed but the 
bout may have to be moved to 
the United States. 

The Lewis-AKinwande con¬ 
test was all set to be staged in 
Britain the day before the 
Wimbledon men’s singles fi¬ 
nal- A deal was on the point of 
being signed between Don 
King. Alunwande's promoter, 
and Panix. the London promo¬ 
tion company behind Lewis, 
when the news of ihe 
Holyfield-Tyson bout broke. 

Panix has now had to think 
again about the advisability of 
holding the British bout so 
close to die American one, 
which has been postponed 


IF DAVID Starie, the Bury St 
Edmunds super-middle¬ 
weight, still hopes to win a 
Lonsdale belt outright in 
record time, be will have to do 
it the hard way (Srikumar Sen 
writes). He wOl have to face 
his arch-rival. Dean Francis, 
of Basingstoke, witfun 90 
days. 

After Starie lifted the Brit¬ 
ish title by stopping Sam 
Storey, of Belfast, on Tuesday, 
his manager, Frank Maloney, 
was hoping to match him 


from May 3 to June 28. Pan os 
Eliades, the head of Panix, 
explained that, as he could not 
be certain of getting Sky 
viewers to subscribe to pay- 
per-view for two bouts only a 
week apart, he had not only to 
find a new date for the Lewis 
bout but also to cut down 
Alunwande’s purse, which 
was a substantial one. 

However. Eliades believes 
he can secure a new deal with 
King. He hopes to bring the 
British bout forward to June 
M but it may have to go to 
Atlantic City in New Jersey, 
Eliades says the fad that 
Lewis must get 75 per cent of 
the purse gives him a stronger 
hand when dealing with King. 

“After the Tyson-Holyfield 
postponement, it was all up in 
the air as far as Lennox's fight 
was concerned," Eliades said. 
“If 1 had to choose between the 
two fights, 1 know which one l 
would choose and it wouldn't 
be Lennox's fight As a result i 
have had to cut down the very 
good money 1 was giving 


with Mark Delaney, of West 
Ham. but the British Boxing 
Board of Control ruled that 
that bout could not take place 
before the one with Francis. 

Chris Sanigar, the manag¬ 
er of Francis, said: “Let's get 
(he light on in a month’s time. 
My than is the best super- 
middleweight in Britain and 
what Dean Francis wants is to 
eliminate every super-middle¬ 
weight and whaf s better than 
to start with Starie and finish 
with Steve Collins?” 


Akinwande [believed to be 
around $4 million]. Also, June 
14 could be better for us 
because the 14-day gap be¬ 
tween the two fights is better 
than a week." 

Eliades added that, because 
the major share of the purse 
money must come to Lewis, he 
was in a better position than 
King to win the right to stage 
the show. By entering into a 
private arrangement with 
Lewis, who is also his business 
partner, Eliades would pay 
considerably less than the 75 
per cent he is entitled to. A big 
saving could help him trump 
King’s move. 

The sums do nor add up in 
favour oF King, who will nave 
to pay a prohibitive $10 mil¬ 
lion and more to secure the 
promotion if the bout went to 
purse bids. It would be better 
for King to do a deal with 
Eliades than go to purser 
offers, which would have to be 
made public. 

Tyson needs a]] of the It 
weeks to get his eye into good 
enough shape to face the man 
who so humiliated him last 
time. The cut over the left eye 
had 12 stitches on March 17 
when it was injured in train¬ 
ing. Last Wednesday it started 
to seep during sparring and 
Tyson’s doctor. Barry Mark¬ 
ham. thought it best to pur off 
the bout. “ I’m in great shape at 
this moment and ready to 
fight but I am just following 
the instructions of the doctor." 
Tyson told a press conference 
in Las Vegas. 

Holyfield. who is convinced 
he will beat Tyson again, said 
at his training camp in Hous¬ 
ton: “I guess 1 will just have to 
wait a little longer.” Holy- 
field’s attorney, Jim Thomas, 
said: “He’s a remarkable hu¬ 
man being, who accepts 
things the way they are better 
than anyone I’ve ever known. 
Jt is not going to deter him 
from beating Tyson again. He 
w ill just have to do it a little 
later." 

This is the third time a 
Tyson bout has had to be 
postponed because of his ill¬ 
ness or injury since he came 
our of prison. In 1995, he called 
off a contest with Buster 
Mathis because of an injured 
thumb and last July bronchitis 
caused him to postpone a fight 
with Bruce Seldom 



Tyson's troublesome eye injury required 12 stitches 


Starie to meet Francis 



Palmer, driven fay a renewed enthusiasm, discusses strategy with his coach. Turner, during a break in training. Photograph: David Howells 

Palmer reaches the turn refreshed 


Craig Lord on the change of heart that has taken a disillusioned Olympic 
silver medal-winner to Sheffield to seek Great Britain selection once more 


P aul Palmer, Olympic sil¬ 
ver medal-winner over 
400 metres freestyle, 
will race in Sheffield today for 
a place in the Great Britain 
swimming team at the Euro¬ 
pean championships in Seville 
in August 

Twelve weeks ago he nearly 
left the sport, doubts and 
disillusionment dictating an 
about-turn at Heathrow; in¬ 
stead of boarding a flight that 
would take him to a national 
team training camp in Austra¬ 
lia and reunite him with lan 
Turner, his coach, he wen! 
home to Lincoln instead. 

The anguish of that moment 
is evident in the explanation of 
the 22-year-old national free¬ 
style champion as he works 
through his thoughts like a 
down-and-out sifting through 
a bin. He had been skiing, he 
was tired, worried, the plane 
was delayed, he would only be 
in Australia eight days — 
excuses, excuses... 

"OK, yeah." Palmer conced¬ 
ed. “When I saw the delay, I 
half-thought oh good, I might 
get out of it It was a rocky time 


after the Games. I was at my 
lowest ever. I hadn't been 
working hard. 1 kept thinking 
1 don't want to go out there 
[Australia] to face another 
stripping-down from Ian. 1 
was disillusioned. There had 
been no improvement in my 
finances — Atlanta had all 
come to nothing in a way. I 
just thought “why bother’." 

A furious Turner wondered 
the same. He had bothered to 
take a six-month sabbatical 
from his job as a teacher to 
help Palmer before Atlanta 
and now found himself coach¬ 
ing seven swimmers, none his 
own. in Australia. “I think he 
hadn't perhaps got the rest, the 
break he needed out of his 
system. But I was livid. When 
1 got home, 1 said my piece and 
then walked away," Turner 
said. 

That a change can be as 
good as a rest would appear to 
be borne out by a switch for 


both swimmer and coach from 
the small pool at Lincoln, 
which Palmer protested about 
in Atlanta, to the new Olympic 
pool at the University of Bath. 

Turner was appointed, at 
Bath last autumn, but the 
taming-point for Palmer has 
come m the past four weeks 
with the opening of the new 
50-metre stainless steel pool. 
Turner described his charge 
as being at his “most positive 
since July 23 (silver-medal 
day] — he’s talking swimming 
again. He’s excited by it". 

Palmer confirmed: “Bath 
has worked wonders. The 
pool's not open to everyone at 
the moment and there’s a real 
training camp feel to the place. 
I love it. I feel like a proper 
swimmer for the first time." 
And that means pain, the hurt 
of mosing to a tank in which 
you have to swim twice as far 
for your arms to feel the 
momentary relief of the rum. 


The gain should be seen in 
Seville, but not in Sheffield. 
For now. Turner will be happy 
with selection over the next 
four days of trials at Ponds 
Forge. Whal neither he nor 
Palmer are happy with is the 
programme. He must race the 
200 metres freestyle, in which 
he was an Olympic finalist, on 
the same day as the 1.500 
metres freestyle, an event in 
which Britain has three world- 
class men. Graeme Smith, of 
Stockport, winner of the 
bronze medal in Atlanta, lead¬ 
ing Palmer and Ian Wilson, of 
Leeds. 

“We all agreed that the trials 
should mirror the big event." 
Turner said. “It's ridiculous. 
It's scandalous. It looks as if 
someone on some program¬ 
ming committee is either in¬ 
competent or manipulative." 
Palmer, faring 4200 metres of 
raring in three days, asked: 
"Wouldn’t you have thought 


that someone would have 
asked me about the pro¬ 
gramme?" 

His gripe is also financial. 
Beyond' the £2500 a year that 
Palmer gets from the Sports 
Aid Foundation and the E400 
allowance that comes in 
S ports Council grants and 
helps to pay rent, food and 
travel. Palmer still dreams of 
the kind of sponsorship that 
would relieve him of his 
worries. 

He will not get it from the 
Amateur Swimming Federa¬ 
tion of Great Britain, which 
has told swimmers that it 
cannot afford to fund them 
until National Lottery money 
flows in. The Amateur Swim¬ 
ming Association (ASA) has 
since informed English swim¬ 
mers that it will fund them this 
month, a welcome but bewil¬ 
dering development given that 
the federation is dominated by 
the ASA. which dictates that 
the federation secretary and 
treasurer are the same men 
who run English swimming, 
namely David Sparkes and 
Alan Clarkson. 
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SAILING: GROUP 4 GETS THE BETTER OF CONCERT IN RACE TO CAPE TOWN 


Golding masters Southern Ocean 


By Edward Gorman 

SAILING CORRESPONDENT 

MIKE GOLDING and his 
drilled and determined team 
on Croup 4 wanted to win 
every leg of the BT Global 
Challenge. Golding was 
pipped at the finish of the 
short third leg, bur yesterday 
again showed his mastery of 
the boats and the Southern 
Ocean to be first into Cape 
Town. 

Golding survived a cat-and- 
mouse game with Chris 
Tibbs’s Concert, which had 
kept both crews an their toes 
for the past five days, and 
slipped across the finish in the 
early hours of yesterday morn¬ 
ing. Concert, which was dis¬ 
masted in the second leg, came 
in just 20 minutes later after 
6.200 miles of raring, followed 
by Simon Walker, on Toshiba 
Wave Warrior, a farther four 
hours back. 

This has been the hardest 
leg of the race in terms of the 
punishment both crews and 
yachts have been subjected to 
since the restart in Sydney on 


March 2. The south Indian 
Ocean served up an unremit¬ 
ting series of gales and three 
huge storms, two of which 
were particularly frightening 
and vicious, with winds up to 
70 knots and difficult and 
dangerous seas. Most yachts, 
including Golding's, suffered 
damage — Pause To Remem¬ 
ber broke her boom — and the 
list of injuries to crew got ever 
longer. 

When Golding set off from 
Sydney. Walker and Andy 
Hindley, on Save The Child¬ 
ren, were virtually tied in 
overall second place, about IS 
hours behind him. This pre¬ 
sented Golding with the diffi¬ 
culty of trying to cover them 
both. However. Hindley was 
still at sea yesterday and was 
expected to finish sometime 
today, dropping him out of the 
overall picture with a total 
deficit behind Golding of 
around two days. 

Walker, meanwhile, is now 
alone in second place, about 22 
hours behind Golding, who 
can be expected to keep a very 
close eye on the talented young 



Global Challetige 


RESULT: t. Group 4 37dew GTftt C&ntn 
05soc lanwod 015S-05GMT yesterday). 2. 
2. Concert 37 2325.36. 3. Wave 

Warner 3flU3 - n 30. a, Commenaa! Union 
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former crew volunteer for the 
remainder of the race. Al¬ 
though there are still two long 
legs to come, to Boston and 
then Southampton, and the 
lottery of the Doldrums, it is 
hard to see Golding losing his 
grip on proceedings. As the 
celebrations got underway in 
the shadow of Table Moun¬ 
tain. Alex Sister. 21. a studenr 
from Surrey and one of Gol¬ 
ding's hard-working crew, re¬ 
flected on the arduous voyage 
from Australia. “It was pretty 
dreadful.” she said, “but I’d go 


back there — 1 really would. It 
was really tough, but I know I 
can do it, The'worst part was 
being physically uncomfort¬ 
able, being cold and wet 
almost all the time." 

In London yesterday, Pete 
Goss became only the sixth 
recipient of the Royal Ocean 
Raring Club Seamanship 
Trophy since its donation to 
the dub in 1981. TTus was in 
recognition of his “exceptional 
seamanship in taking Aqua 
Quorum to the rescue of 
Raphael Dinelli in the South¬ 
ern Ocean". 

Presenting the trophy at a 
lunch at the club. Terry Robin¬ 
son, its commodore, said: "If 
is doubtful that the club, with 
all its history and tradition, 
has had equal cause to honour 
a yachtsman of exceptional 
note." Since his spectacular 
finish to the Vendee Globe just 
over two weeks ago, Goss has 
been on a nonstop marathon 
of media interviews. However, 
he is already planning his next 
venture, which is believed to 
be an entry in The Race in the 
year 2000. 
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BOWLS 

Allcock elevated by 
reversal of fortune 


RICHARD SHERGOLD and 
Andy Wills, who helped their 
renowned Bentham dub col¬ 
league, Tony Allcock, to secure 
the triples title yesterday, said 
that winning their first nat¬ 
ional indoor championship 
was a dream come true (David 
Rhys Jones writes). 

To Allcock, by contrast, his 
third indoor triples win must 
have seemed like waking up at 
the end of a nightmare. It was. 
he explained, his sixth nat¬ 
ional indoor final at Melton 
Mowbray, but the first that he 
has managed ro win. 

Allcock is too poliie to 
criticise the green, but it is 
well-known that he has had 
his reservations since the 
championships moved there 
in 1989. 


The final yesterday between 
Bentham and Kingsthorpe 
was a classic that kept specta¬ 
tors on the edge of their seats 
until the last bowl, when Mick 
Sharpe's delivery, meant to 
remove two opposition bowls 
for a match-winning treble, 
took out his own shot ro give 
Bentham a 19-16 victory. 

Andrew Man ton and Ian 
Walker gave Sharpe good 
support, but Bentham scored 
a four on the fourteenth end to 
draw level at 14-14. 

Kingsthorpe edged ahead 
again, bur a treble enabled 
Bentham to take a two-shot 
lead into the last end and it 
was all in the balance until 
Sharpe's final misfortune. 


Results, page 42 



By Robert Sheehan 
BRIDGE CORRESPONDENT 

Brian Senior and I missed an 
almost lay-down grand slam 
on this hand, in the critical 
match between Armstrong 
and Caiderwood in the 1996-97 
Premier League. 
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North was the dealer, and 
with no opposition bidding 
this was our sequence: 

W E 


Sheehan 


6H(7) 


(1J 20-22 points. 

(2) Showing at least five hearts 
— a transfer bid. 

(3) With a 2 NT opening with 
no great support for hearts I 
would just bid Three Hearts. 
So to bid something else 
(known as “breaking the 
transfer") shows heart sup¬ 
port. The standard tourna¬ 
ment treatment is that to bid a 
new suit shows a “source of 
tricks" — KQJx,AQJxor 
A K Q x: to bid 3 NT shows a 
good heart fit, hoping to run 
the suit in 3 NT; and to bid 
Four Hearts shows good heart 
support but no particular side 
feature. 

(4) In auctions of this type. 
Four Diamonds would be a 
“retransfer", still allowing the 
strong hand to play a heart 
contract. So any other bid is a 
cue-bid, and Four Hearts is 
used as a cue-bid in diamonds. 


(5,6) Five-ace Blackwood, and 
a response showing two aces 
and the queen of hearts. 

(7) At this point I knew my 
partner had five hearts headed 
by the ace-queen, and the ace 
of diamonds: he could not 
have six hearts, as that would 
give him a sound opening bid. 
I could count 12 tricks: three in 
spades, five in hearts, three in 
diamonds and one in dubs. 
What were the possibilities of 
a thirteenth? First my partner 
might have the jack of spades. 
Second, he might have four 
diamonds, in which case the 
thirteenth trick would be a 
diamond ruff in the West 
hand. 

In practice f made the lazy 
bid of Six Hearts over Five 
Spades, and there we rested. 
But what I should have bid 
was Six Diamonds. I think 
that would indicate that we 
had no diamond losers, and so 
Senior would have realised 
that his fourth diamond would 
give the thirteenth trick in 
Seven Hearts. If I had got this 
right we would have gained 13 
IMPs, enough to win the 
Premier League. 

At the other table, after a 
similar start. Phil King bid 
6 NT over Five Spades. That 
conveyed the point that he 
could, count 12 tricks, but did 
not stress diamonds 
sufficiently. 

In several other matches the 
hand was bid to Seven Hearts, 
in particular in those auctions 
starting with a strong One 
Club opener by West. 

□ Robert Sheelfan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


Biy Philip Howard 


FEASANCE 

a. Pheasant pens 

b. Reluctance 

c. Performance 

GAZOON 

a. A nautical ejaculation 

b. A small baboon 

c. A troop 


GRAVEDO 

a. A cold 

b. A huge catapult 

c. A hailstone 
FAIENCE 

a. Dolce far niente 

b. Feudal duty 

c. Glazed earthenware 

Answers on page 45 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Kramnik leads 

After six rounds of the elite 
tournament in Dos Herma- 
nas. Spain, the young Russian 
grandmaster Vladimir 
Kramnik has edged ahead of 
the field. In the sixth round he 
won a complicated game 
against Judit Pol gar. 

POlgar, in previous encoun¬ 
ters. has a wretched score 
against Kramnik. Here she 
decided to head for an imme¬ 
diate draw by employing the 
notoriously harmless ex¬ 
change variation against the 
French Defence. Having 
made this decision, she 
switched to conducting a com¬ 
plicated middlegame in which 
successive sacrifices left her 
behind on material for no 
visible compensation. 

Polgar’s final chance to re¬ 
sist came on move 43, when 
she should have captured 
Black’s pawn on e5 with her 
own pawn. After the move 
chosen, her entire position 
promptly collapsed. 

SCORES (after saffi round) ■ Kramnik 4V; . 
Anand 4; Potaai and Gettand 3K-. Karpov 
and Topalov 3. Stoov, Salov and Short 2'.-. 
Wescas 1 . 

White: Judit Pblgar 
Black; Vladimir Kramnik 
Dos Hermanas. April 1997 
French Defence 


I 

e4 

e6 

2 

04 

d5 

3 

exdS 

exdS 

4 

Ui3 

Nc6 

5 

Bd3 

Bd6 

6 

0-0 

NQe7 

7 

c4 

dxc4 

8 

Bxc4 

0-0 

9 

h3 

Be6 

10 

B*e6 

bie6 


11 

Nc3 

Qe8 

12 

Pel 

Og6 

13 

Re4 

RaeB 

14 

Qe2 

Nd5 

IS 


Ot5 

16 

Bb6 

W7 

17 

Nh4 

N*c3 

18 

twc3 

QaS 

19 

Bd2 

es 

20 

N13 

Ftee7 

21 

05 

Q*d5 

22 

C4 

Qc5 

23 

Ng5 

FH5 

24 

Ne-J 

Nd4 

25 

Dll 

Qc6 

26 

c5 

Bxc5 

27 

Rcl 

b6 

28 

Cta6 

h5 

29 

Rh4 

Cig6 

30 

Oc4 + 

R«?f7 

31 

Rc3 

NI3+ 

32 

Rx13 

FW3 

33 

Bel 

Be7 

34 

N02 

Bxh4 

35 

NxJ3 

Bf6 

36 

Nd2 

Kh7 

37 

Net 

9d7 

3a 

Bc3 

c5 

39 

Qe2 

Kq8 

40 

Qc4+ 

Qt7 

41 

Os2 

C4 

42 

14 

Rd3 

43 

15 

Be7 

44 

9* 

FKh3 

White resigns 



Diagram of final position 



abcdelgh 


□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 
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By Raymond Keene 

Black id play. This position is from 
the game Ljubinski — Barurmski. 
USSR 194 5. This position sees an 
interesting battle between bishops 
and knights. Bishops are generally 
stronger in on open position, but 
here the black knights are well 
centralised. How did Black now 
make the most of this? 

Solution on page 4S 
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Kafelnikov Chelsea prepare for acrimonious parting 


makes swift 
departure 
in Portugal 

Bv Our Sports Staff 

YEVGENY KAFELNIKOV, 
of Russia, made a disappoint¬ 
ing return from injury yester¬ 
day when he was beaten 6-2, 
60 by Gilbert Schallcr in the 
first round of die Estoril Open 
in Oeiras. Portugal the first 
European tournament of the 
year on clay. 

Kafelnikov, die French 
Open champion and the No 1 
seed for this event, was play¬ 
ing his first match since 
breaking a finger in January 
and was overwhelmed by his 
Austrian opponent in less 
than an hour. “He didn't have 
any self-confidence," Schalier 
said of Kafelnikov, who is 79 
places above him in the world 
rankings at No 4 

Also elim inated was the 
No 3 seed, Wayne Ferreira, 
who lost 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 to 
Francisco Cabello, of Argenti¬ 
na. Cabello, ranked No 470 in 
the world, overcame leg 
cramp and a 3-0 deficit in the 
third set to oust the South 
African. 

Elsewhere. Carlos Moyl 
the No 2 seed, advanced to the 

third round with a 6-2,6-3 win 
over Richard Frombeig, of 
Australia, while his fello w 
Spaniard, Alex Corretja, 
cruised into die second round 
with a 6-2. 6-3 victory over 
Heman Gumy, of Argentina. 
Marcelo Filippinl of Uru¬ 
guay. recovered from a set 
down to beat Juan Albert 
Vfloca, of Spain. 3-6,7-6.6-1. 

Monica Seles has pulled 
out of the Women’s Tennis 
Association tournament in 
Amelia Island, Florida, this 
week as she has bronchitis. 
The former world No I had 
been due to face Jennifer 
Capriati in the first round, but 
her place in the draw now 
goes to Oliva Diaz, of 
Argentina. 

Sties, out of action for most 
of the season because of 
injury, narrowly lost to the 
new world No l Martina 
Hingis, of Switzerland, in a 
three-set final in Hilton Head 
on Sunday, only her second 
tournament alter a four- 
month layoff. 

Jeremy Bates and Chris 
Bailey, of Britain, now both 
retired from the ATP Tour, 
are to team up to play in the 
Legends Tournament in Scot¬ 
land next month. The event is 
to be staged alongside the 
women's World Doubles Cup 
at die Craiglockhart Tennis 
Centre in Edinburgh from 
May 21 to 24. 

Bates, six times the British 
champion, is now the Lawn 
Tennis Association’s manager 
of men’s national training, 
while Balley is a television 
commentator. 
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When relationships 
reach breaking point 




R uud Gullit and Gianluca 
Vialli have probably 
readied die point of no 
return, after Chelsea's fias¬ 
co against Arsenal last Saturday. 
“This town,” they might say, as is 
said in the Westerns, “ain’t big 
enough for both of us." Gullit has 
been tactless, Vialli feels humiliated. 
As Italian stars do, he has given soft 
answers in England, but spoken 
grievous words on Italian television. 
But to call Gullit jealous of Vialli 
surely borders on absurdity. 

In this respect, Fabio Capello, die 
former manager of AC Milan, now 
manager, for die moment, of Real 
Madrid, has been called in support 
He had accused Gullit of “arro¬ 
gance" when once he brought him¬ 
self on in attack, rather than lake 
Vialli off the bench, “when everyone 
knows GullifS finished as a player. 
He didn’t get anywhere near the 
ball" 

The fact is that Gullit is very far 
from finished as a player. He 
remains, potentially, a majestic fig¬ 
ure, though he himself has said 
repeatedly he would be quite happy 
to stop playing. 

Remember, too, that Capello is not 
entirely an objective observer. Under 
his aegis at Milan, Gullit twice in a 
season led die club for Sampdoria,. 
the second time alter an unhappy 
stay when he no longer seemed 
persona grata in the dressing room. 

It has been alleged that for eveiy 
“Gullit" shirt sold by the Chelsea 
dub shop, 25 have been sold of 
Vialli’s, a figure that the dub shop 
dismisses. In any case, what would it 
matter? 

It would surely be astounding if a 
player as proud and celebrated as 
Vialli did not feel badly about his 
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Gullit monopolises the ball in training as Vialli, as he has done so often this season, looks on 



exclusion from the team. He reacted 
bitterly to bring dropped by the then 
manager. Arrigo Sacchi, from Italy's 
1994 World Cup finals squad. When 
it seemed that they might be recon¬ 
ciled. Vialli learnt, to his fury, that 
Sacchi. never the most tactful of men, 
had carried out polls among his 
players. Many of them came from 


Milan, and Vialli was thumbed 
down. When many came from his 
own dub. Juventus. the answer was 
positive. 

Stand-offs between famous players 
and a dominating manager are 
commonplace of football history, not 
least in Italy. “He’s mad!" Roberto 
Baggio said after Sacchi pulled him 


off the field at Giants Stadium 
during the World Cup game against 
Norway in 1994, after Pagliuca. the 
Italy goalkeeper, had been sent off. 

Dsspite the subsequent, vital 
World Cup goals he scored. Baggio 
was never dear to Sacchi. He was 
publidy horrified this season when 
Sacchi returned as manager of 


Milan and was then promptly 

dropped him from the team- 

At least Chelsea have kept VjaUi. 
even if, at die end of this season, he 
moves to pastures new. probably in 
Italy. Juventus, by contrast, jetti¬ 
soned him last season, even though 
he had just captained the team that 
won the European Cup. Just as. with 
equal ruthlessness, they had jetti¬ 
soned Baggio, die season before. And 
what of the emotional Fahrizio 
Ravanelli, ‘the White Feather', scorer 
of Juvi's goal in that European Cup 
final? 

Within weeks he was summoned 
from his native Perugia to Turin and 
told that he was cm his way. "like a 
bolt from die blue," he cried, as he 
often does. There, indeed, was hu¬ 
miliation for you -- though, as an 
Italian critic remarked. Ravanelli 
had publicly told his coach. Marcello 
Lippi, to go to hell once too often. 

‘It would be 
astounding if 
Vialli did not 
feel badly about 
his exclusion’ 


What Chelsea have suffered from 
is simply an embarrassment of 
riches. The evening Gianfranco Zola 
arrived from Parma and attended a 
press conference, Gullit was asked 
how he would accommodate Zola, 
Mark Hughes and Vialli in attack. 
He replied that he might play all 
three of them. 

It did not work and what Vialli 
partnered Hughes, they duplicated 
rather than complemented one 
another. Once it grew dear that 
Hughes and Zola worked wonderful¬ 
ly together. Gullit was on the horns 
of a dilemma. 

You might criticise him for asking 
his players which formation they 
preferred, hearing a response that 
they wanted two players up front — 
managers should make up their own 
minds — but there can be no doubt 
that this was the ideal solution. 

Vialli can console himself that 
when he did leave Juventus, it was. 
thanks to the Bosman ruling, on a 
free transfer — and that, as the main 
man in Italy’s players' union, he had 
extended that concession to domestic 
transfers. Meanwhile, you can un¬ 
derstand his frustration. Even if 
this is scarcely die first case of its 
kind. 


Porterfield to return home 


IAN PORTERFIELD is to 
resign as coach to the Zimba¬ 
bwe national team because of 
what he called yesterday “un¬ 
warranted criticism”. The 
Scot a former manager of 
Chelsea, Sheffield United and 
Aberdeen, said he would not 
extend his six-month contract 
with the Zimbabwe Football 
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By Our Sports Staff 

Association (Zifa) when it ex¬ 
pires at the end of April 
because he had had enough. 

Porterfield helped rebuild 
the national team in neigh¬ 
bouring Zambia when their 
squad perished in a plane 
crash in 1993, but he has 
undergone heavy criticism 
sines taking the Zimbabwe 
job. Local media have accused 
him of transforming the Zim¬ 
babwe side from an attacking 
outfit into an ultrardefensive 
one. 

Zimbabwe have lost three 
away marches, won three and 
drawn one home game under 
his charge in the qualifying 
rounds of the African nations' 
cup and World Cup and the 
dumces of the team qualifying 
for either of the two events for 
the first time are slim. 

There is too much unwar¬ 
ranted criticism of the team 
here and it is unlike in 
Zambia, where everyone was 
behind the team," Etorterfidd 
said, adding that he would 
leave after Zimbabwe’s home 
match against Angola in the 
next World Cup qualifier on 
April 27. “I am definitely going 
bade home to see ray wife and 
my children soon after the 
game against Angola. Even if 
Zimbabwe win 5-0, or even if I 
am offered a lot of money, that 
will not count 1 wfll be very 
happy to go home," he said. 

Three managers fell foul of 
the Football Association yes¬ 
terday for talking out of turn 
to match officials. Brian Hor¬ 
ton, of Huddersfield Town, 
was severely censured and 
fined E10Q for comments made 
to a linesman in the Yorkshire 
club’s borne defeat by Bolton 
Wanderers on February 22. It 
was Horton's second miscon¬ 
duct charge of the season. 

Kevin Ratdiffe. of Chester 
City, was censured and fined 
£200 for talking out of turn to 
the referee during his side^s 
game at Fulham on March 1. 
John Baldwin, the manager of 


the FA Cup giantldllers, 
Hednesford Town, was cen¬ 
sured, warned about his 
future conduct and fined £150 
for remarks made to a referee 
in his side’s Vauxhall Confer¬ 
ence game with Gateshead. 

England have dropped two 
places in die latest Fife 
rankings, despite their Wem¬ 
bley victory over Mexico, who 
are rated higher in the world 
list. However. Scotland have 
climbed three places since 
February after home World 
Cup wins over Estonia and 
Austria. 

England drop from twelfth 
to fourteenth in the period 
February to April, despite 
beating Mexico, who have 
gone from eleventh to twelfth, 
at Wembley on March 29. 
Scotland went from Z7th to 
24th, while Wales somehow 
move up from 82nd to 81st, 
despite a home defeat by 
Belgium. Northern Ireland 
are up five places to 63rd, 
while the Republic went from 
39th to 41st. 

Major League Soccer (MLS) 
in die United States will add 
teams in Miami and Chicago 
for the 1998 season, expanding 
the league to 12 teams, it was 
announced yesterday. The Mi¬ 
ami team will play its home 
games at the Orange Bowl, 
while the Chicago dub will be 
based at Soldier Field, home to 
Chicago Bears, of the National 
Football League. 

Leeds United are preparing 
a bid for the highly-rated Bury 
defender. Chris LuckenL 
David O’Leary, die Leeds 
assistant manager, was af 
Gigg Lane on Tuesday to 
check the form of die centre 
bade, who would cost Leeds 
around £13 million, and 
O’Leary would not have been 
disappointed, with Lucketti 
outstanding again in Bury’s 
rearguard as they extended 
their lead at the top of 
the Nationwide League second 
division to four prints. 


Fulham stall celebrations to 
chase championship medals 


BOLTON Wanderers became 
the first dub to fulfil then- 
ambitions this season when 
victory against Queens Park 
Rangers at Burnden Park on 
Saturday secured promotion 
from the Nationwide League 
first division to the FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership. On Tues¬ 
day night. Fulham, Wigan 
Athletic and Rotherham Uni¬ 
ted also defined their immedi¬ 
ate future. 

For Fulham and Wigan, it 
was an equally memorable 
occasion, confirming their up¬ 
ward departure from the third 
division and bringing due 
reward for right months’ 
graft. Fulham drew 0-0 away 
to Mansfield Town in a dour 
encounter, while Wigan beat 
Colchester United 1-0 at 
Springfield Park. 

For Rotherham, die emo¬ 
tions contrasted starkly. A1-0 
defeat by Wrexham at the 
Racecourse Ground sen¬ 
tenced them to relegation 
from the second division, with 
four matches remaining. 
Rotherham, winners of the 
Auto Windscreens Shield at 
Wembley only a year ago. had 
fallen from grace with barely 
a whimper. 

Fulham, though, still have 
much work to be done. They 
lie a point behind Wigan, 
with a game in hand, and 
want to win the divisional 
championship. Even amid the 
post-match celebrations at 

Field Min, Jimmy Hill, the 
Fulham chairman, retained a 
sense of perspective. 

“I know from experience 
that you only get a medal if 
you win die tide." Hill said. 
“If the players want a medal 
to take home to their wives 
and mums, then that’s what 
they've got to do. 

“ITS still a moment of joy to 
be grasped and savoured and 
a moment to let London know 


By Russell Kempson 

that Fulham is still there by 
the river and it’s a dub with a 
big beating heart. The game 
sometimes lucks you in the 
teeth and this is the first bit if 
happiness we’ve had for 
about ten years." 

Simon Morgan, the Ful¬ 
ham captain, was almost 
overwhelmed. “A 0>0 result at 
Mansfield might not sound 
too good, but it was a great 
point for us." he said. “I Feel 
shattered, we all do. and I 
can’t really describe my feel¬ 
ings when the final whistle 



Adams: surprised 

went. It was just brilliant 
“We’ve got four games left, 
four parties, but we still 
desperately want to win that 
tide. I’ve never been hugged 
by so many supporters and I 
got a few kisses as well — I 
just wish they had shaved!" 

For Micky Adams, the Ful¬ 
ham manager, it represented 
die pinnacle of his career. “I 
haven’t really had many great 
moments, apart from an FA 
Cup semi-final when I was at 
Leeds." be said. “This has 
surpassed anything I could 
have dreamt of.” 

Adams 35. took charge only 


14 months ago. when Ian 
Branfoot moved upstairs at 
Craven Cottage to become 
general manager. He has had 
to endure intermittent criti¬ 
cism along the way, but, after 
an unbeaten run of 11 match¬ 
es, Fulham will return to the 
second division after a three- 
year absence. 

“I knew we were fit and 
ready at the start of the 
season, but 1 didn't really 
think we could do this," 
Adams said. “I’m a fighter, 
my players are fighters and 
all the cynics and critics that 
had a go at us from time to 
time can now eat their words." 

Wigan are already making 
plans for next season, with 
Dave Whelan, the dub’s 
wealthy chairman, having 
promised funds of £2 million 
for team strengthening. “We 
have been in the wilderness 
for far too long," be said. The 
fans appreciate what I’m fay¬ 
ing to do for the dub and they 
deserve success. 

“Hopefully, we can do the 
same next year and get into 
the first division. Money is 
available and we are redly 
serious about tilings. After the 
first division, who knows? 
Perhaps the Premiership." 

Like Fulham. Wigan still 
eye the championship. “Pro¬ 
motion is what we have 
worked for and now we can 
go all out for the title." John 
Deehan. the Wigan manager, 
said. Carlisle United are also 
in contention, three points 
behind Fulham, but missed 
the opportunity to guarantee 
promotion when they were 
beaten 2-1 by Darlington. 
However, they still bold a ten- 
point advantage over Swan¬ 
sea City, their nearest rivals, 
and will return to die second 
division, which they left only 
fast season, if they beat Mans¬ 
field this weekend. 


injury 

problems 

By Our Sports Staff 

AT full strength, Barcelona 
would be worthy favourites 
for the Cup Winners’ Cup. but 
when Fiorentina, of Italy, take 
the field at the Nou Camp 
Stadium tonight, they will 
have every reason to believe 
they can upset the odds. 

Barcelona have an injury 
problem, indeed several of 
them, involving players who 
would ordinarily demand 
places in the first team, (van 
de la Pena, Josep Guardiola. 
Sergj and Luis Enrique are all 
key figures in the Barcelona 
line-up. de la Pena and 
Guardiola offering vision in 
midfield and Sergi and Luis 
Enrique strength and pace 
along die left touchline. None 
seems likely to play in the 
semi-final, first leg match 
tonight and, with possible 
replacements also struggling, 
Bobby Robson, die coach, has 
a problem. 

Worse; if is a problem that 
has arisen at a bad time, 
Barcelona may have won the 
Cup Winners’ Cup on three 
occasions in die past but. with 
die Spanish league firmly jn 
die grip of their rivals. Real 
Madrid, success in Europe 
would ease growing pressure 
from their supporters. Sugges¬ 
tions that Guardiola is to join 
Parma in Italy during the 
summer and that Ronaldo, the 
brilliant Brazilian, is a money- 
no-object target for Lazio have 
hardly helped matters. At least 
Barcelona are in form, having 
thrashed Sporting Gijon 4-0 
over the weekend. 

Thus, Fiorentina arrived in 
Barcelona in bullish mood. 
Tlieir Argentina striker, Ga¬ 
briel Batistuta, said: “iVe nev¬ 
er felt inferior to anyone. Sure, 
the Catalan side has 22 great 
players and lots of internation¬ 
al experience, but die real 
Fiorentina can beat anyone." 

Nor will they concentrate 
their attentions, simply on 
Ronaldo-• That would be 
equivalent to allowing a free 
hand to all the other nine 
players, all equally useful," 
Claudio Ranieri. the 
Fiorentina coach, said. 

| Gray hopes 
for repeat 
of history 

ANDY GRAY, the former 
England midfield player, will 
draw on all his experience of 
cup upsets when he plays for 
Falkirk in the Tennents Scot¬ 
tish Cup semi-final against 
Celtic at Ibrox on Saturday. 

Gray was a member of die 
Crystal Palace team that beat 
Liverpool 4-3 at Villa Park in 
1990 in a memorable semi¬ 
final “Liverpool were hor 
favourites," Gray sajd. They 
had beaten us 90 earlier that 
season and nobody gave us a 
chance in the cup semi-final 
but we just went out and did 
it" 

Falkirk, of die Bell’s Scottish 
League first division, are the 
underdogs and talk of inter¬ 
nal strife at Celtic Park has not 
altered the opinions of die 
bookmakers. There have 
been a lot of headlines about 
Celtic and their problems but 
to be honest those are all about 
the manager and the chair¬ 
man they have nothing to do 
with the players," Gray said. 

“But this is the semi-final I 
wanted. If Falkirk are to go 
out, and I am not being 
negative, then I'd rather we 
went down to Celtic in front of 
50.000 at Ibrox than lose to 
Dundee United of Kil¬ 
marnock.” 

Gray, 33, who has also 
played for Aston Villa, Queens 
Park Rangers and Tottenham 
Hotspur, won his one Eng¬ 
land cap in Poland in 1991. 
His career at Brockville has 
been revived since Alex Totten 
succeeded Eamonn Bannon as 
manager at the end of last 
year. 

“Alex is like a player. He 
gets nervous before big games 
and doesn’t try to hide it and 
he shows his emotions when 
'We win. If he hadn't come to 
Falkirk 1 would be sitting back 
with a cigar, picking up my 
wages and not worrying in the 
slightest." Gray said. 
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^°9I?ALULIVERP00L manager ponders options in attack for semi-final 


Evans hopes for bright evening 

From David Maddqck i— _^ mar^«£and 


SPORT 45 


1 MaDDOCK 

IN PARIS 

ROY EVANS has an abiding 
memory of his last visit to the 
French national stadium, the 
Parc des Princes. It is of being 
cast mto total darkness an 
hour before the kick-off. as the 
lights went out on Liverpool. 

The Liverpool manager is 
hoping that he does not suffer 
die same late tonight as his 
tram begins an arduous 
schedule that will deride, over 
a period of the next nine days, 
whether or not their season is 
to be deemed a success. 

Evans’s last visit here was 
on a balmy May evening in 
1981. when the club he^has 
served for 30 years lifted the 
European Cup for the third 
time by beating Real Madrid 
1-0 to secure their place anion" 
the elite clubs of Europe. ° 
Much has passed since 
then, and Liverpool can no 
longer claim such high rank, 
but it is a good omen nonethe¬ 
less as they attempt to reclaim 
a position of distinction. 


PATH TO SEMIS 


Rret round: First leg: MyPa-47 (Rm o 
Uwfpotf 1 iBjome&e). Second lea: 
Lwenxxtf 3 (.Cotfvnnoie, Baaed Wy- 

Pa AT 1 lag® 4-1). Second round: First ho: 
Sion 1 f .Witz i Liverpool 2 iFovrts. Bamesi 
Second leg: Liverpool 6 (Fowler 2 
McManarrun, Barnes. Berger. Btomefaye) 
Sior 3 (ago 8-4) Third round: first leg: 
Brann Bergen (Norj i Liverpool 1 !FcvA&i 
Second leg: Liverpool 3 (Foster 2. 
CoUymore) Brann o lagg 4-|) 


Equally, however. Evans 
could find himself cast into 
darkness again this evening 
and find die roof falling in on 
his ambitions. 

Defear against Paris Saint- 
Germain in the first leg of the 
European Cup Winners' Cup 
semi-final would, perhaps, 
condemn the Merseyside club 
to another frustrating season 
of relative failure. 

The lame Anfield defeat at 
the hands of Coventry City on 
Sunday has put this tie into 
sharp focus. Realistically, it is 
Liverpool's best chance of a 
trophy in what is fast becom¬ 
ing a season of what might 
haw been. 

They still remain in conten¬ 
tion for the ultimate prize of 
die FA Carling Premiership, 
but the desperate weekend 
result means they cannot aff¬ 
ord any slip-ups and their 
gruelling schedule, four diffi¬ 
cult games in little over a 
week, suggests there are sev¬ 
eral more to come. 

After visiting Paris, they will 
experience the slightly less 



Net gain: Steve McManaman. the Liverpool forward. looks around the Parc des Princes stadium yesterday 


exotic surroundings of Sun¬ 
derland. before playing what 
are traditionally considered to 
be the two most difficult 
matches of the domestic sea¬ 
son — Everton away and 
Manchester United at home. 

Is it realistic to believe that 
Liverpool will emerge from 
these encounters wirh the 
maximum points they surely 
require if they are to maintain 
their title challenge? It seems 
unlikely, and so Paris in 
spring rakes on even greater 
significance. 

Evans, with perhaps half an 
eye on his continuing employ¬ 
ment prospects, knows this 
and has therefore agonised 
over die past few days over his 
most appropriate Jine-up 
against the holders of this 
trophy and a side that presents 
by far the sternest European 


challenge Liverpool have 
faced since their return to 
continental competition. 

The simple question must 
be. does he persevere with the 
moody Stan CoUymore or 
attempt yet another forward 
combination in search of 
support for the prolific Robbie 
Fowler? 

Fowler celebrated his 22nd 
birthday yesterday and if ever 
there is a forward guaranteed 
to add icing to his birthday 
cake, then it is this young 
man. given the form he has 
displayed recently. 

He has kept Liverpool's 
hopes of a trophy alive as they 
have wobbled alarmingly 
since Christmas. Fowler has 
an extra incentive in that 
should he score against Paris 
then he will set a new Liver¬ 
pool record of scoring in five 


consecutive matches in 
Europe. 

However, he would gladly 
substitute a goal for the result 
which would offer his side 
hope in the return leg at 
Anfield in two weeks. Evans 
revealed the extent of his 
deliberation yesterday as he 
wondered out loud if attack 
was the best form of defence 
against French opponents 
who are perhaps slightly be¬ 
yond their best but still a 
formidable harrier. 

"In Europe you always 
think about being secure at the 
back first, but then we know 
there is no point in coming 
berejust to get a draw." Evans 
said. 

"I believe tt will be an open 
game and it may be that we 
stick with the formation that 
has done well far us recently. 


When 1 look at this tie 1 think 
we have to go for a win in 
both legs because they are a 
side that will always come at 
you". 

One change that Evans will 
be forced to make is to replace 
Bjorn Kvanne. the Norway 
international, who is cup-tied. 
He does, however, have an 
appropriate alternative in 
Mark Wright, whose absence 
through suspension against 
Coventry has perhaps cost 
Liverpool more dearly than 
the manager would care to 
imagine. 

Liverpool's best prospect of 
success may be in Europe 
rather than domestically. Par¬ 
is, for all their recent exploits 
in Europe, look eminently 
beatable, and Fowler is the 
man who could prove to be 
the key. 


RUGBY UNION 


Mapletoft kick-starts his 
challenge for tour place 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


HOW many more surprises 
has this Courage Clubs 
Championship season in 
store? If last week saw Wasps 
brought low. the events of this 
week have restored their confi¬ 
dence that this could yet be 
their year to win the league for 
the second time after Leicester, 
their main rivals, came to grief 
at Gloucester on Tuesday 
night. 

If they do, it will be to 
general surprise outside 
Loftus Road and Sudbury but 
Wasps, three points clear, are 
in the box seat When Leicester 
emerged winners in a match 
of the highest quality, their 
director of rugby. Bob Dwyer, 
admitted that Wasps were 
“better than I expected”. Rich¬ 
ard Hill, whose Gloucester 
team have now beaten both 
Wasps and Leicester at 
Kingshobn, still believes the 
Midland club to be the better 
of the rwo. 

"Wasps have huffed and 
puffed a bit, they have scraped 
through, ridden their luck, 
they don’t look a champion¬ 
ship-winning side, but they 
might yet do so." Hill said as 
GJoucestrians old and young 
celebrated the injury-rime 
32-30 win against Leicester. 
The former England scrum 
half was always a hard task¬ 
master, but he could scarce 
restrain a smile at the achieve¬ 
ments of his players. 

What he has built at 


Kingsholm is more precious 
than money. “The skill we can 
work on, but we can't give 
people heart and the will to 
win." Hill said. “The players 
are developing that them¬ 
selves and whoever comes into 
the side appears to get caught 
up in it" Yet money he must 
have. too. if he is to build a side 
thaf can challenge for titles 
and he will know more about 
that after the special general 
meeting of dub members to¬ 
morrow. when an investment 
scheme will be put forward. 

Coinri dentally, that comes 
24 hours after a similar discus¬ 
sion by Sale members over the 
future of their dub. Sale and 
Gloucester have proved this 
season that good preparation, 
willing {and mostly English) 
players and success can go 
hand in hand and if they find 
themseh/es better funded, nei¬ 
ther will buy willy-nilly, but 
will seek the two Dr three 
outsiders who can lift them 
that extra level. 
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In the meantime, Mark 
Mapletoft continues to make a 
nonsense of those who claim 
there are no English-qualified, 
goalkicking stand-off halves. 
A nerveless conversion from 
the touch!ine made the differ¬ 
ence between Gloucester and 
Leicester on Tuesday and if 
that was not a pressure kick — 
with the Shed, silent for once, 
willing the ball every inch of 
the way — then nothing is. 

MapJetoft’5 six penalties 
and two conversions took him 
to 443 points for the season, an 
achievement that should earn 
him a place in England’s tour 
party to Argentina, which is 
announced next week. Since 
he was also opposing an 
acknowledged world master 
in Joel Sfransky. his fears on 
Tuesday were the more laud¬ 
able. 

But those six penalties also 
indicate a degree of indisci¬ 
pline by Leicester thai they 
will do well to eradicate if their 
league challenge — they now 
have only one game in hand of 
Wasps — is not to fall to pieces. 
The ratio of penalties Favoured 
Gloucester 2:1 and showed a 
degree of petulance by 
Leicester forwards that is 
unaecepta ble. Since injury will 
probably remove their two 
most senior players. Dean 
Richards and John Wells, 
from the clash with Bath on 
Saturday, now is the time to 
concentrate. 


Popplewell fined by Newcastle 


BEDFORD were not con¬ 
vinced yesterday that justice 
has been served by the pun¬ 
ishment meted out to Nick 
Popplewell after his assault 
on Scott Murray during the 
Courage Clubs Champion¬ 
ship second division match 
Midi Newcastle at Goldington 
Road last Saturday (David 
Hands writes). 

Popplewell, the Ireland and 
Newcastle prop, has been 
given a fine — said to be 
£1,000 — by his dub and 
warned about his future con¬ 
duct after the incident that 
forced Murray, the young 
Scottish lode, to leave the 
field. "Club officials have 
studied the evidence and do 
not in any way condone the 
action taken by Popplewell,'’ a 
Newcastle statement said. 


Bedford, however, expected 
a suspension to be imposed. 
“The punishment would 
hardly appear to fit the crime, 
especially as the punch could 
have endangered not only a 
young man's eyesight, but 
also his whole future in the 
game." a statement said. 

Popplewell received a 
yellow card for his action and 
so did two Bedford players 
later for dangerous tackles, 
while Tony Underwood, the 
Newcastle wing, broke his 
jaw in a collision with Paul 
Hewitt 

Had Steve Lander, the ref¬ 
eree, seen Popplewell's punch 
rather than being forced to act 
on the advice of his touch 
judge, he might well have 
considered it worthy of dis¬ 
missal. If the Irishman had 


been sent off he would have 
received a 30-day suspension. 

Popplewell could still face a 
ban from the Rugby Football 
Union, whose national disci¬ 
plinary officer. Roy Manock. 
said yesterday: "1 have not 
received Newcastle's report 
but when 1 do and after 1 have 
studied the video I will deride 
if any further action needs to 
be taken and what it should 
be." 

Orrell, doomed to relega¬ 
tion from the first division, 
have parted company with 
Peter Williams, their director 
of rugby. 

Barrie Corless, who did so 
much to revive Northamp¬ 
ton’s Fortunes as director of 
rugby between 1988 and 1992. 
is to take up a similar post 
with Nottingham. 


SPORT IN BRIEF 


Snow wants to join 
Sussex committee 


JOHN SNOW, the former 
Sussex and England fast 
bowler, is to stand for election 
to the new dub committee at 
Hove. Snow, 55. who ap¬ 
peared in 49 Tests and played 
for the county for lb years 
until 1977, is one of ten 
candidates for the six posts left 
vacant after the ousting of the 
old committee at the annual 
meeting last month. 

The others include John 
Spencer. Snow’s former ream- 
mate, and four members of the 
new director of cricket Tony 
Pigorr's Sussex 2000 Action 
Group- Members will receive 
their voting papers in the next 
fortnight and the results 
will be announced in early 
May. 

Cycling: Jeremy Hunt of 
Great Briiain. sprinted dear 
“ to take the first stage of the 
Sarthe race in La Fleche in 
France yesterday. Hunt out¬ 
paced Maurizio Tomi and 
Filippo Meloni. of Italy, as the 
opening stage of the race 
developed into a mass, 
sprint. 


Cricket: Pakistan pulled off a 
32-run victory over Zimbabwe 
to enter the final of the three- 
nation Singer Akai Cup at the 
Shaqah Stadium. Pakistan, 
who scored a modest 
151 for nine in their 
innings, bundled out Zimba¬ 
bwe for 119 in 40.1 overs. They 
meet Sri Lanka in the final 
tomorrow. 

Motorcycling: Carl Fogarty, 
the former world superbike 
champion, was third fastest on 
the final day of a two-day test 
at the Misano circuit in Italy 
yesterday. The Du can rider, 
from Lancashire, docked Jmin 
34.5l7sec more than half a 
second slower than the best 
time of 133.885 by Akira 
Yanagawa. of Japan, on a 
Kawasaki. 

Athletics: The Romanian Ath¬ 
letics Federation has dis¬ 
missed Eugen Raducanescu 
as its national team trainer 
because of repeated drugs 
rasps involving his athletes, 
the federation's president said 
yesterday. 


TUESDAr S LATE RESULTS 


UEFA CUP: Semi-finals, first leg: 
Imetnasunate «U 3 AS Morses (Fu i 
Tenerte iSp) 1 Schafce 04 iGari 0 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE First EfcvttJOfr 
Oldham AjWmk 2 BaTTvngham Ctfy 2 
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SECOND CHVIStON: Bream Roveis 1 


M'lhrau 0.1 


■ 2 Wat&aN i* Chesierfieid 0 


Bury 2 W; 

Watford 0. Luior. Twin 0 Wyccmbn 
Wanderers 0: Ptymotan Argyfc s 0 Stockport 
County 0. Wie-ham l Rovwhain Untied Cr 
fort City 1 Peterborough Untied 0 


WORQ-VVATCHING 


Answers from page 43 

Joins or execution of a condition, obligation, feudal 
to The doing ora fr om the French fairs, Latin/uren? to do. 

’Term |Gavri] were comprehended all Socage 
5&££r A-hid. lit in R«.d,r or Fcasmce. 

** word J ^ I ^ , Hog^ The^Si^ShSpIrerd "Wafa 

similar. James Hog& horsemen made./ Douglas and 

Moriin ZVbJdTZmA through the ranks impetuous bore." 

SKfSffi the M «— the Win *—* 

(in the limbs or head). 

FAIENCE mmnrisine all the various kinds of glazed 

(0 A general a foponym of Faenza tn Italy, one of 

mic in the 16th century 


'r7^ N TOVVIN^i^^^ESS MOVE 
Z.' -s Khl No> and the white queen F**- 
1 NfJ*! 2 gxB QS ft+ wn 1 ^ ___ 

We Ooki Two or GimrtJ* 

IvSpwriltalclBkWiB: _ KC04 £|ft3 tW*« tire. VAVi 

IBM NlSppS CM" Ull h,uSten.SEl.i!<uV.TjulS|. 

•HEW'Window-. fo Atom U* u 
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THIRD DIVISION: Barrel I S'Ujnthorpe 
United 1. Camtodge United 0 Ntxinampion 
Town 0- Dartmglwi 2 Carlisle UnHsd 1: 
Dnrcastei Rowers 3 Card** C«y 3. Mans- 
l«td Town 0 Fulham 0. Wigan Aln'euc 1 
CoknesKt Untied 0 
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T SngftJon deducJctf .V'3 pain's 
VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Dover Amte’.K: 
3 Sierrenage Borough 3. So-jutdoo 3 
Morecamte’ I: l Voting 1 B/omsgip^ 
Rcvars 3 


Leediflq pcwTinnt 

P W D L 
MflcdwHd. 38 24 8 e 

F 

64 

A 

26 

Pis 

60 

Fiddominsr 

38 23 7 e 

75 


76 

Sevenage 

35 21 7 7 

73 


70 

NorihwsJi 

39 16 12 11 

5c 

■5? 

60 

Famtiorciogh 

37 15 12 1C 

54 

•IS 

an 

Wateng 

Jf 16 S 10 

62 

reT 

56 

Hedrvjsldic 

37 IS *1 n 

47 

Z\ 

56 

Marttarrbe 

35 15 7 13 

£3 




SEMt PROFESSIONAL INTERNATIONAL' 
H:1 and 0 Engi&id 0 to FC Appugirdamr 
UNIBOND LEAGUE: Premier dvision: 
Barnbar Bodge 2 Coiwyn Bay 3; Burton Cr 
Alheian 1 Marine 3 FncMey i Wftwn 1 
Err.iey 4 First division: Ajjierron Lfl 1 
NetnerfefcM Fiotion0ConQtercm (.Gretna 
3 Whrdey Bay 1. Harrogate Town 1 Matter* 
Town 2: Wamngicr 1 Giaai HerwooC 1. 
Workmgwn 3 Curran Ashton 0. Worksop 1 
Brad ota PA 2. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE- Premier drvrston: 
Canondoo Crty 2 ttuneaton 2 . Crawley 1 
Merthyr 0, Grawsend and Nanwteoi 9 
Bun On i. Sudbury 2 Ashlord 2 Mdland 
division: Bision 1 Mot* Green 5. IBuKion 1 
Pager r. notrewetl 3 Grarahare Cr. Sutton 
CoMlieU Town 1 Outflev TlWiti 4 Southern 
cfrviaioru B-jd-rngham Town 0 Fisher 2. 
Tonbndge An gets 2 Faiervam 0: Trowbridge 
r C irencesier i: Weymouth 1 S3 Leonards 0 
(CIS LEAGUE- Premier division: Chertaey 

1 Boreham Wood 1. Hendon 0 Gray'. 1. 
Oxiort Cfy 1 Heybndge Swflis 2. Si Albans 
0 Tearing Cr. Yeori 3 Staines 1 firel 
division: “Baflon 0 Bognor Regrs 3: 
Busing&roka 0 Walton and Horatwn ft 
BerVj-imsjed 0 Hampion 4, Marlow 2 
Thame 2 Toomg end Miiovam 0 Chesham 
4: U(budge i Wonhmg 1. Wokingham 0 
Brttenw/ i Second division: Bans lead 0 
Ldjghrriri 0. BraO-ndlC Baiting 2. Cheshuril 

2 titoury 5. Colter Row 2 Edgware 3. 
Horsham 5 Hemci Hampsread i. Ware 0 
Ctuffoni Si Fetor 4 Third dlvttiwt Aveiev I 
Clapion $ WMJdSiDne 0 NorthvWHd 2 
GILBERT LEAGUE OF WALES. Bangor 
Cry 0 Barry 4: Uansanirtraud 2 Hc4ywrf 1. 
Rhyl 1 Flint Town 1- Cwmbran 1 Newlown 3 
IRISH LEAGUE: Coca-Cole Clip: Final: 
Glerjoian 0 Gienavcn 1 

FAJ HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
division: Sneibcune 1 UCD u 
PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE- Ctechnaojddffi 4 Brora 1. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Foot 
dvision- Wesi Ham 1 Suinttoo 3 
PONDN S LEAGUE: First djvttjorv Shef¬ 
field Unned 2 Blackpool ft Non* County 1 
Middfesbrougi-i 1 

LONDON SPARTAN LEAGUE: Premier 
division: Bnrnsdown 0 Bartengsjde 2; 
Hfltnqdon Boro 3 GocMosiers 0 
WINSTON LEAD KENT LEA OLE: First 
division: Deal 2 Qieenwich 3. hythe 1 
1 Chatham 2 IVhilsiabie 0 Heme Bay 2 
ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: Premier O- 
vtemru Concord 2 Brentwood 2. Ford 
Unned B Bwon. 0 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE; Fba * 
vfeton. Bemerwt Haalh Harl 5 Easttagh 3; 
Thai cham 3 Ryde Spcrlc- 0 
MINERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGLE: 
Premier division: Aiiesey Z Bodtcvd Cc 
Lerchwortfi J ftaysktt 0 P'Vraa Bar 0 
Weiwyn Gaiden 0 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: First 
division: Burscoogh 0 Nantwidfi l 
SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
division: Dud D Bidelard 2. Man^JiETieW 

3 Trv«1«i ft. Pauiton 2 Cnippenham 2. 
Tomnglon 2 Bamstepie 2 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEA- 
(3UE: Premier dwisiort: Potion 1 Eyresburv 

1. Si Neds 4 Desfcorough i; S and L Cwty 
1 Siemfoid 3 

LMLJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: First 
division: Burgees HB 3 Setsey O. HaVsham 
0 Hassocks 1, Oahmod 1 Ringmei 1. 
HELLENIC LEAGUE: Premw division; 
Bantxiiv 1 BtacMey O Burnham 2 Bicester 
ft Cane ri on 1 Lambcom Sport;, ft. North 
Legft 1 EndstaghO 

WTERUTK EXPRESS ALLIANCE: Bta»- 
weft 3 WiUenhaK 1. Halesowen Hamers 1 
Hocester ft Krvpersiey 1 Soldmore St 
Wchaefc 3. PeteaF Vila 0 EUafienaJI 2. 
Roshal] OtympcOChaseiownO. Staperttii 

4 Suaiford 2. west MsHands Poikp ft 
HintAtey Alrtel* 1. 

BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE: Cup Sec¬ 
ond round: Wesifeids 4 BioxwKh ScU- 
«s0 

ENDS LEIGH INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Premier divielon: Bolehall 
Si-airs 7 Southern : Kng'aHaatn 1 irvmV 

2. Srudiey 6FL. 3 Shrtev 0 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTH BIN 
LEAGUE: Firs* tflvWon: Chest cMe-Sii®H 0 
Gursborough 2 SlocMwr DSoum Sntelds 0 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier derision: FShenham l 
Lowed oft 1. Gorteslon 2 Tipti« 1. Great 
Viairoulh 3 Woodbndo? 1. Hadteigh 1 
Clacion 2- Harwich and Panesion ft 
Slowmarken-March I Wai&ovs2. Sudiwy 
Wandererc ft Wfetooch 1. WriiTian 7 Wav 
lon 0. 

NORTHERN CtXMITES EAST LEAGUE: 
Prerruei division: (Jonh Femtry 1 
Lweraedge ft; ThacMev i Sheffield i Gup. 
SemTimMs: HuckneU 3 Bogq 1 Pomeli&ct 
Coffienes 2 Osset! Tew, i 



By all means, 
look around for another 
£7,600 car that 
offers as much as this. 

We’ll be here 
when you get back. 



Wv«viDC»(lBQ UA Si JchniPtKv, EastonSr. (Ajfi Wyajmi*. Slk&s. HPti iNL r^epncea Qt*&4428l>xrMoati /toavil 1,3, prt«C7,59e orwre-«x*l Q*-tfie-raadmice fricfudaa deivwy, ruirVjer 

pijiw ensgee ma t 2 months r«Ki hnd i*4nc*. Pnce ana utricle speUlicattona ccned oi time of po*Q io press. Free msi»Bnce ottw aratool* to anyone aged betweai 25 and 75. eubtact la nWuri, Diough 
the ap»aw Hfunoa gBumnwacrwM.F'eeawweiiiflte Hared upon 3 man or 3ftOPP irtfe* WMwwr canes Brat nl awinrts to exau, cyviraicro snd** mptacenriitj tvtx&co in tt*> irnrtne mjr*«tTce 

stwee TrfwJJH. mAsir* lo m«Tvarvcal aorworg lequkenuna oriy Free insuenee/lneWvfcinseliwavataUanbareSderalBlliuctwe only 4N1 mot be SntiWUtHlkBmer fete avatiabie on adeem 

Atwfi Moutaivl \*f>Wo irmd t., rv^uwd b-itwt*' 13 -B 7 art 315.9? Ho cash «ftorwtiv* f*o your cfcHw tor wanarty *»a* 5 . 
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Augusta lacking its usual bloom 


TELEVISION CHOICE 


W hen you tread the 
fairways of Augusta 
National in the com¬ 
pany of men who would be 
masters, two things stand out 
The undulations of the course 
are steeper than television 
conveys and some of the 
players cany an aura found in 
very few walks of life. 

Greg Norman is one of 
these and, of course, attracts 
the crowds and those who 
fallow the game on television. 
Last year, he mobilised mil¬ 
lions. who accompanied him 
on his personal descent into 
trauma as he lost the sixtieth 
Masters to Nick Faldo. And 
now, just before coming back 
to his nemesis, he has 
immobilised the President of 
the United States, who fell 
and injured a knee whilst 
socialising at Norman's 
estate. 

Yet. though the sympathy 
wave from Americans sup¬ 
posed to be attracted only to 
winners follows Norman, it is 
Tiger Woods who tows around 
an even bigger gallery. 

In yesterday's soft morning 
sunlight they walked ten 
abreast a thousand and more, 
examining every stroke and 
every mannerism of a 21-year- 
old who, being gifted and 


black, is accentuating social 
integration in die deep South. 

Woods, indeed, challenges 
even the preserved gentility of 
Augusta National where there 
are few concessions to the 
worldwide trend to plaster 
everything in sport with spon¬ 
sors’ logos... for he gives the 
impression of being a walking 
billboard for Nike. 

They say he is worth close to 
$100 million before fulfilling 
his obvious potential and he 
reverses another trend; he 
plays for glory rather than 
money. 

Augusta tries to resist 
change. Its members, said to 
number 300, are the untouch¬ 
ables. They preserve a mys¬ 
tique, a secrecy of masonic 
inclinations. Yet Norman can 
come and go through Augus¬ 
ta's tradition, so even.might 
Faldo whose relentlessness in 
pursuing a fourth green jack¬ 
et, draws American admira¬ 
tion, as for a dentist drawing 
teeth. 

However, there is some¬ 
thing trussing from the Mas¬ 
ters this year. The spring came 
unprecedentedly early, the 
azaleas and dogwoods have 
shed their bloom, so the old 
oak trees around the tradition¬ 
al clubhouse, are now stark 


ROB HUGHES 



At Augusta 


against the manicured turf. 
Inside that clubhouse, walk¬ 
ing up die spiral staircase 
beyond the foamed pictures of 
every winner, a visitor feds 
humbled. 

Looking down from the 
verandah, caie sees the oldest 
swinger playing in the tourna¬ 
ment. Arnold Palmer draws 
his own faithful gallery. They 
may be walking with him 
down Magnolia Lane but per¬ 
haps it is also memory lane. 

That he. playing in his 42nd 
Masters, is here at ail inspires 


others. Woods visibly looks too 
Palmer, an almost paternal 
guide, who tone and again 
suggests to the icon, who is 
playing here for Ihe first time 
as a professional, that he 
should try to relax and enjoy 
his natural talent... if natural 
it can be to have brain this 
game with a sawn-ou dub at 
the age of four. 

Palmer, bad; on die fair¬ 
ways for barely a month after 
surgery for cancer of the 
prostate, has already shown 
Norman the way. 

Norman, more slender than 
we are accustomed to seeing 
him, was outwardly relaxed as 
he faced 62 questions, reveal¬ 
ing that be had received 11,000 
letters of support from all over 
the world, when all he had 
dene was to be beaten by 
Faldo in that unforgettable 
final round last year. 

“Is this story over now. 
guys?” he asked as the journal¬ 
ists began talking of the “Nor¬ 
man redemption tour" 

Of course it is not We will * 
be up with the crack of dawn, 
watching every stroke, every 
fedal twitch, to see how the 
return to Augusta affects the 
Queenslander. He has already 
been upstaged. For while Nor¬ 
man was stuck in traffic for 


two hours. Palmer flew in. 
piloting his new Citation 10 
Cessna. 

Ultimately, even at this rari- 
fied level, golf is a game of 
individuals seeking to master 
themselves and foe terrain. 
But those seeking to drag the 
members of this dub into the 
21st century, are not making 
much progress. 

CBS Television can influ¬ 
ence foe order of play, move 
the big names towards prime- 
time viewing, but they remain 
unable to buy Augusta, to 
manipulate It as so many 
sports are by foe broadcasting 
paymasters. 

J ack Stephens, the chair¬ 
man of foe dub, was 
asked repeatedly yester¬ 
day why progress is so slow in 
granting television foe right to 
televise the first nine holes on 
this course, holes never seen 
around the world. 

“Well, honestly, progress is 
slow,” foe chairman said 
distainfully, “because we don't 
want to do it 

“ A lot of my cohorts don’t 
think it's of any merit Have 
you noticed when the TV 
comes on here there's a mass 
exodus of people.” The old 
masters. 


Norman out to conquer nerves 


From John Hopkins 

GOLF CORRESPONDENT 
IN AUGUSTA 

OF THE three major champi¬ 
onships held annually on this 
side of the Atlantic, foe Mas¬ 
ters is the one foal contains 
more thrills and spills than a 
circus. Bamum and Bailey's 
Big Top has nothing on Au¬ 
gusta National Roll up! Roll 
up! Come and see foe worlds 
greatest golfers reduced to 
nervous wrecks on the fastest 
greens in the world! 

Year in and year out foe 
pattern is foe same. The fifth 

MASTERS 
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day of foe first full week of foe 
fourth month of foe year 
marks foe commencement of 
the Masters. The honorary 
starters. Gene Sarazen. Byron 
Nelson and Sam Snead, 
whose combined ages total 
264 years, tee off at 8am as 
they have done for years and 
then the tournament gets un¬ 
derway, rising to a finish that 
is sometimes pulsating on 
Sunday afternoon. 

At foe 61st Masters, foe rites 
and routines may remain the 
same, but the event is differ¬ 
ent Rarely in recent memory 
have so few of foe famed 
azaleas, dogwood, crab apple. 



Norman receives coaching on his putting from David Leadbetter as he prepares to tackle the Masters 


redbud, firethorn been 
present Normally a riot of 
colour, foe course this year is 
just well, green. And never in 
recent memory have there 
been so many subplots wait¬ 
ing to unfold. Never mind 
what will surely unfold over 


Win or lose . 

FREE UMBRELLA FOR FIRST TIME 
TELEPHONE CALLERS staking £25 or 
more using Switch or Delta bank or 
building society debit cards. 

RING TODAY • BET TODAY 

^0800444040 

ilfai m u m tntalinveituiMi i pa call Sltt. OverUTs only.) 

^ *Free umbrella will be sent within 
PIMM 7 to 10 days of year first 
bet being placed. 


Augusta National, Georgia. Live on BBC TV. 


M/1 Faldo 
’M/f Mickelson 
M/1 Woods 
M/1 Couples 
M/1 Norman 
M/1 Lehman 
M/1 N. Price 
20/1 Elkington 
20/1 Eis 

20/1 Montgomerie 
20/1 O'Meara 
22/1 Love 
2S/1 Jones 
25/1 Olazabal 


28/1 Hoch 
40/1 Faxon 
40/1 Janzen 
401/1 Lang or 
40/1 Pamevik 
40/1 McCarron 
40/1 Roberts 
40/1 Woosnam 
40/1 Singh 
50/1 Brooks 
50/1 Cook 
541/1 Calcavecchia 
50/1 Duval 
50/1 Nobilo 


foe last nine holes on Sunday 
afternoon because, seemingly, 
it always does. Look at what is 
in prospect this morning. 

Nick Faldo is back where he 
defeated Greg Norman so 
badly last year and won his 
third green jacket An 
11-stroke swing from Norman 
to Faldo over 18 holes was 
sufficient to suggest that Nor¬ 
man's collapse was foe great¬ 
est in championship golf. 
Norman’s grace under pres¬ 
sure started an outpouring of 
support for him and when he 
had received 11,000 pieces of 
mail in the two months after 
foe Masters last year he 
stopped counting. 

The question that is most 
valid is: Has it left a mark on 
Norman? How will he com¬ 
pete this year? He putted 
poorly two' weeks ago, not 
much better in New Orleans 
last week and is hardly over- 
golfed. He has played only 
three strokeplay events in foe 
United States and one on foe 
European tour since foe new 
year. This week will be as 
much a mental as a physical 
test “Going back to Augusta.” 
Norman said, “will be the 
challenge of my life." 

To meet the challenge of his 
life, Norman flew here on 
Tuesday morning after a ses¬ 
sion with a motivational ex¬ 
pert on Monday. “I am not foe 
only one who’s ever blown a 


lead," Norman said. “I messed 
up badly, but it has happened 
before and it will happen 
again, to me or to someone 
else.”Then, as if to emphasize 
once more that he is the most 
gracious loser in sport he 
said: “I don’t think Nick has 
got enough credit for what he 
did. He shot a great score 
when he had to. He put 
pressure on me. I donl think 
enough attention's been paid 
him for that" 

Faldo is attempting to be¬ 
come the first man to win in 
successive years since he did it 
in 1989 and 1990. He arrived 
here from Lake Nona, Orlan¬ 
do, where he had been practis¬ 
ing his putting for several 
hours each day on greens foal 
had been shorn and, thus, 
speeded up specialty for him. 
His game was better than in 
1996, when he had missed the 
cut at the Players Champion¬ 
ship. It would, he forecast all 
depend on his putting. 

If one had two wishes for 
Faldo it would be that his 
putting would be as good as it 
was last year, when he three- 
putted the fastest and some of 
the largest and most undulat¬ 
ing greens only once, and that 
he would dismiss foe apparent 
tetchiness with which he 
greets British journalists. 

As if these subplots were ntert 
enough to whet the appetite, 
there are more. There is. for 


example, foe remarkable 
comeback by Jose Maria 
OlazibaL who has finished 
12th, fourth, first and seventh 
in four tournaments on two 
continents since he returned to 
competitive play after suspect¬ 
ed rheumatoid arthritis in his 
feet Were Olazabal. whose 
feet still hurt and for whom 
the hilly contours of Augusta 
represent his most severe test 
yet to win his second Masters 
it would be the greatest come¬ 
back in golf since Ben Hogan 
was nearly killed in a car 
crash in February 1949 and 
finished fourth in foe 1950 
Masters and won foe US 
Open that year. 

And then there is the Tiger 
Woods phenomenon. Suffice 
to say that in the practice 
round yesterday spectators 
were jostling one another to 
photograph his ball. The hul¬ 
labaloo thar surrounds this 
remarkable young man is 
grating to foe ears of other 
golfers. Faldo, for example, 
perhaps fearful of how good 
Woods already is and how 
much of a threat he poses, will 
not discuss foe prodigy, even 
though he has to play with 
him m the first round today. 

Colin Montgomerie, whose 
own chances may have im¬ 
proved as a result of a lessen¬ 
ing in attention being paid to 
him. believes that Woods can 
win. 


TODAY’S TEE-OFF TIMES AT THE MASTERS 


Each way One Quarter the odds a place 1.2, 3,4. Others on request. 
-Prices subject to fluctuation- 


| LATEST ODDS <81 


I TV TEJCT • TsMeaoq CM PUUHB/SB 


10 OPOJ * OffiWT ACCOUNT FREEPHONE 0800 289 M2. WUIAM MIL RULES APPLY 
PfflCES SUBJECT TO FLUCTUATION 


first-round tae-oJT turns at Augusta (US 
unless stand. aH times BST, 'danotau 
amateurs} 

1320 G Brewer, C Coody 
1328 W Casper. 0 Ford. 

1338 T Aaron. K Green. 

13:47 J Cook. SCrt- 
1338 S Hoch, S Torrance (G8). 

14:06 L Mia.-Jitter. 

14.-14 □ Fo re man. L Westwood (GB). 
1423 J smman. U Bnxfey 
1432 S McCarron. J Leonard 
14:41 0 Hat. D Waldorf 
1450 DA W&brm. £ Fkn. 

14:5B F ZbeUer. * § Scott 


15.18 L Janzen, F Nobto (NZ) 

1&17 0 Otfn, C Rosa. 

1526 M Brooks, S Appleby (Aus) 
1535 J Mann, □ D ergenio Jr. 

15:44 R Tway. j Maggot 
1533 0 Chral. J PSnevSc (Swe) 

1612 C Stater. D Frost (SAJ 
1RnJFui*,K Perry. 

1620 F Coopioa, V Singh (Fft. 

1829 C Pawn, L Roberts. 

1638 A Lyte (GO). M CafcavecchfaL 
15:47 T Kile. P Ajanggr. 

1KS8 C Montgomerie ((3B), D love BL 
1716 B Faxon, T Toft, 

17114 S Jonas, P-U Johansson (Swt) 


1723 B Crenshaw. C Rocca (It) 

1732 T VIMson, S Bdngton (Aus). 
1W1J McMaus, Y Kanaka (JapaO- 
ITSOfl Floyd. R Alertjy (Aus) 

1738 G Normen (Aus), P Mntetaon 
1tt08 A Patina. * W Btadon (GB). 
18:17 B Unger (Gefl, M UtWtey Oh) 
1826 G Ptayw (SA). "T Hogarth- 
1835 S Stricter, PStantowsH. 

18.-44 N Faldo (08). T Woods 
1833 J M OtaZtibflljSp). M Q’MOWB- 
1002 T Lahnan. N Price (2m). 

Iftll I Woorom {GB}, E 0s fSA). 


Sew far, sew good! 


Mad About Machines: Sew Beautiful 
Channel 4,8Mpm 

So far foe subjects of this enjoyable series have had 
a touch of foe eccentric about them. But Julie Parr 
irakes you feel that collecting old sewing machines 
is foe most normal thing in the world. She has70 ot 
them and they take up every spare comer of her 
house in Sutton-in-Ashfield. Her favourite, a 
delicate little model from the 1920s. was rescued 
from a skip. You cannot beat the old ones, she rays, 
for beauty, craftsmanship and character. Ludafy 
for domestic harmony her husband shares her 
enthusiasm and if a machine needs fixing, he is the 
man to do it. Julie Parr not only collects sewing 
machines, she also uses them to make clothes for 
the family. It is something of a buswoman’s 
holiday for her day job. the one she gets paid for, is 
sewing FVC underwear. 

Snooker: The Crucible - 21 Years 
BBC2.9.00pm 

The second look back at the snooker world 
championship covers the years from 1983 to 1989 
and includes some of the event’s richest material. 
In recent years foe fare from foe Sheffield Crucible 
has been less gripping, or perhaps Stephen 
Hendry has been winning too often. In the 1980s it 
was Steve Davis who kept winning and it is for this 
reason, paradoxically, that we tend to remember 
the rare occasions when he did nor. Two of them 
feature large tonight There was the victory, 
against the longest of odds, for the little-known 
Yorkshireman Joe Johnson. But foe match of the 
decade was surely the final between Davis and 
Dennis Taylor which kept millions of viewers up 
into the small hours and was derided in the final 
frame with only the black left on the table. In foe 
excitement even Ted Lowe rose above his famous 
whisper. 

1964 and Afi That 

Channel 4. 9JD0pm 

As the Labour Party approaches foe general 
election it must hope that history repeats itself. In 
1964 the victorious Labour leader was Harold 
Wilson, politically youthful and a moderniser who 
had taken over after the unexpected death of Hugh 
Gaitskell. In 1997 foe party is headed by another 



Mrs Merton travels abroad GOpm) 


young moderniser. Tony Blair, who look ewer after 
theearly death of John Smith. The paralld&and 
differences.between HUft 
politicians and pundits under the guidance of 
David Frost The programme is a mmied 
reawwiablv serious analysis and satire, with a nod 
Wosjhe iy«*7Ttaf 
Was. John Biffen. Peter Shore and Shirley 
Williams represent the main parties, Anthony 
Howard of 77te Times provides the perspective of a 
seasoned political commentator and Steve Punt 
(only two in 1964) weighs in with the jokes. 

The Mrs Merton Show 
BBCl. lOJOOpm 

This is the first oF three programmes purporting to 
come from Las Vegas, though theonlyhintof mis 
is that foe guests are American. The set looks the 
same, and so do foe sofas, while the audience of 
homely middle-aged women called Anne and 
Dorothy seems to have been flown over en bloc. 
Patrick Duffy, wire Bobby in Dallas, and Tony 
Curtis of haircut fame appear before the waspish 
Lancashire housewife tonight though both are 
such experienced practitioners on foe chat show 
circuit that the in (raided insults simply bounce on. 
Indeed Duffy not only soaks up the blows but 
lands a few himself To her credit Caroline 
Aheme’S Mrs M is unruffled but if this goes on the 
Merton joke will be nullified and they might as 
well bring back Terry Wogan. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Eastern Approaches 
Radio 3, iJOOpm 

1 was exhilarated by Roderic Dunnett’s voyage of 
discovery. He goes hade to the middle of the 19th 
century to unearth some of foe half-forgotten 
operas by composers bom in countries that until 
recent times, were still in the Eastern bloc. 
Patriotism is the theme in programme one. It 
proves a strong peg on which to hang some 
rousing, affecting ana dramatic arias. One of them 
is a soprano and mezzo duet from Moniuszko's 
Polish opera The Haunted Manor which, green 
regular exposure. I reckon would find its way into 
Classic Fill's Hall of Fame just as surely as 
Delibes’s Flower Song from Lakme has done, 
though rt took a television serial and a commercial 
for it to get there. 


710am Mark RadcHfe 9.00 Simon Mayo 1210 Jo Whfey 
210pm Nicky Campbell 410 Kevin Greening 6.15 NewSbesl 
610 Evenng Session with Steve Lamacq 810 Movie Update 
Sj40 John Peel 1010 Mary Anne Hobbs 1-OOem Dave Ftearce 
410am Cfave Wanen 


GuOOun Sarah Kennedy 7J30 Wake Up Id Wogan 9 l 30 Ken 
Bruce 1110 Jimmy Vexing 110pm Debbie Thrower 310 Ed 
Stewart 515 John Dimn 710 David Allan 810 Rail Jones 910 
Andy Peebles Soul Show See Owe 910 The News 
Huddfries 10.00 Stand Up Two 1010 Rfchaid Alfrtson 
1215am Steve Madden 310 Alex Lester 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


510am Morning Reports 6.00 The Breaktast Programme 910 
The Magazvie 12.00 Midday wflh Mati 2.00 Ruscoe on Five 
410 John Inverdafe Nationwide 710 News Extra 715 The 
European Thursday Match. Paris SI Germain v Liverpool in the 
first leg ot the European Cup Winners Cup semi-final 910 
Sport shop with Adrian Goldberg 10-00 Brian Hayes's Election 
Night Includes 1110 News Extra 1210 After Hours —Early 
Call with Vincent Hanna 210am Up Al Night 


Andy Peebles’s Soul Show 
Radio 2,9.00pm 

I am a recent convert to soul music, something 1 
owe almost entirely to Andy Peebles and his long- 
running Radio 1 series, Soul Train. His train has 
now been diverted to Radio 2, a station at which it 
will halt for JO minutes every Thursday night I 
must say that ] was slightly disapp pointed, as I 
suspect some Radio 2 listeners will be, that his 
inaugural programme is little more than a 
selection of soul recordings from foe likes of Curtis 
Mayfield and Aretha Franklin, with foe minimum 
of scene setting by Peebles. Presumably he 
assumes that we know how soul started, what it is. 
and where it is going. Not all of us da Peebles has 
missed a good chance to do a. bit of 
proselytising. Peter DavaUe 


WORLD SERVICE 


AD times in BST. News on the hour. 510am Europe Today 
730 The Worid Today 8.15 011 the Shell 9.10 Pause tor 
Thought 9.15 Concert Hal 10.15 Faming,World 1010 BBC 
Engfish 1045 Spot 1110 One Planet 1210pm Spans 
international 115 Business Report 1.15 Britain -Today 315 
Outlook 310 Megamix 415 Sport 4.15 Performance 410 
Evetywoman 510 Business Report 545 Britan Today 6.15 
Worid Today 610 From CXjt Own Correspondent 710 The 
Works 811 Outlook 810 Muttttracfc X-Press 1015 Business 
10.15 Britain Today 1010 On Screen 1110 Worid Today 
1115 Sport 1211am Outlook 1210 Multitrack 110 From Our 
Own Correspondent 115 Britain .Today 210 Omnibus 310 
Meridian Books 415 Worid Business'4.15 Sport 


CLASSIC FM 


410am Marie Griffiths 710 Mite Read 910 Hal ot Fame Hour 
10.00 Henry Kelly 1 - 00 pm Lunchtime Concerto Join Mahon 
(Clarinet Concoto in F major); Paganini (Vtofri Concerto No 3 
*t E major) 310 Jamie Crick 710 Classic Newsught with John 
Banning 710 Sonata. Novon Krufff (Horn Sonata in F major) 
810 Evening Concert Liszt (Mazeppa — Symphone.Poem); 
Dvorak (Four Romantic Races. Op 75). Schumann (Symphony 
No 4 in D minor. Op 120), Rachmaninov (Plano Concerto No 3 
in D minor) 1010 Jane Markham, includes Nocturne 2.00 
Lunchtime Concerto (r) 


| TALK RADIO | 

| VIRGIN RADIO 

5.00am Chris Ashley and Sandy Warr 710 Paul Ross ft. DO 
Scott Chbhoim 1210 Lonatna Kelly 210pm Tommy Boyd 
410 Petw Dee/ey 710 Maz Dee’s Spartszbns 10JD0 James 
Whale 110am Ian Coins 

610am Russ ’ri Jono's Breakfast Experience 1010 Grattan 

Dene 1.00pm Jeremy Clark 4JM Nicky Home 710 Paul Coyle 
(FW)/Robin Banks (AM) 1010 Mark Fonast 200am Randal 

Lee Rose 

J RADIOS » 


610am On Air. Includes Beethoven (Piano Sonata In F 
minor, Op 2 No 1): Tchaikovsky (Suite No 2 in C); 
Maxwell Davies (Carolisima): Puree 1/, real Britten 
(Sound the Trumpet; I Attempt Irom Love's 
Sickness to Ry): Lector (Premtore Recreation de 
Musique d'urw Execution FacVel 
9.00 Morning Cottactton. Indudes Haydn (Piano Trio 
in D minor. HXV 23); Loewe (Hlnkende Jamben; 
Die Pfarrjungterchen Susses Begrabnte); Sibelius 
(Incidental Music: Pefleas et Metisande) 

1010 Musical Encounters. Introduced by Piers Burton- 
Page. Indudes Haydn (Symphony No 51 in B flat); 
Brahms (Five Part Songs, Op 104); Janacek 
(Pohadko); Betsy Jotes (Day Music); Liszt (Piano 
Sonata in B minor) 

1210 Composer of the Week: Room 
1.00pm Eastern Approaches. See Choice (1/4) 

2.00 Borodin Quartet Prokofiev (String Quartet No 2); 
Beethoven (String Quartet in F minor. Op 95): 
Tchaikovsky (String Quartet No 2 in F, Op 22) (r) 
310 The BBC Orchestras. BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra, under Martyr Brabbins. Rachmaninov 
(Symphony No 3 to A minor) (r) 

4.15 Ensemble, with Penny Gore \n 
5.00 Musk: Machine, with Luke Cresswell 


5.15 In Tune, with Humphrey Carpenter. Includes Max 
aener (Dodge City); Couperin (Magnificat); 
BerwakJ (Symphony No 1 in G minor. Stofonie 
Sane use) 

710 Sounding the Century: Rachmaninov. 

Introduced by Kfraten McCue. Maria Gavrilova, 
soprano. Arkady Mishenkin, tenor. Vladimir 
Redkin. bass. Ffoyal Scottish National Orchestra 
Chorus and Orchestra, under Alexander Lazarev. 
Rachmaninov, orch Respighi (five Etudes 
Ta bleau x): RBsgjghi (Trittico Botticelliano); 
Rachmaninov (The Bells) 

S-SS The Undertaking. The American poet Thomas 
aLy°ch about hts work as an undertaker (4/5) 
9.10 From Renaissance to Jazz. John Harfe reflects 
on his musical tastes Includes Britten, 

in nn SPP’Wt cima - K°echlin and Aceman 
10.00 Music Restored. Anthony Rooley introduces a 
concert by I Fagtioni 

10 -45 Night Waves. Tony Palmer and guests discuss 
lH lpa ! 5 L 0, ^ ^ by Mlos Forman portraying 


UK# J Huston. W Woes 
. 1938 F Funk. Q Boros. 


5-55< Tb^ 6Jo Today/* ^ 

9 -°° s^r?o c ^tS s m rts 

Charles Kennedy. Call 0345-514614 710 In Paradise. IstoatoRtohtor wait* 

1010 News; One Bright Child (FM), by Patricia CaUtomia. 

Cumper. With Ben Thomas and Doria Crafl (4/5) B.00 Analysts. Peter t«inn ™ 

1010 DallySanrtce (LW) 10.15 On This Day (LW) Bnlaiteriaromv *** cfecuss,on 00 

1010 Woman ■ Hour, wah Wendy Austto 8 AS Death . , nn , ri1 „ h n 

1110 From Our Own Correspondent Reports from axperiencesasa 5“ 

BBC correspondents fromaround thewrid r a 

12.00 News; You and Yours. Consumer news and 9.00 DocaHrt^! £££22^121 j 

curent affairs with Mark Whitaker B^J^gramme made tor, 

1215pm Kelly's Heroes. Chris Kelly explores the lives o an ^ ^f* t l >lllt l e3 

of teal and fictional characters 12L55 Weather 10.00 ^!?.' S9 jy^ atf ? er 

110 The World at One, with Nick Clarke 10A5 Isabtd Hii,on 

1AO The Archers (r) 1S5 Shipping Forecast LPH^iffo^I? I*? ®°^***«».fry 

11J » by 

410 Naws'415 K^MdOscc^MLpauJ Allen reviews A 1210 Nrai 

Greater Tomanon. a play about Scottish TJte Lata Book: Never Many a 

volunteers who fought In the Spanish Civil War 1218 SWorSCl g' Sand ra Cisneros ft) 
__Forecast 1.00 As World Service 

FREQUENCY GUIDE. RADI0 1. FM 97.6-99.8. RADIO 2. FM 88 0-901 ninm, r-. 

94.8 ; Lyy 1_aac MW 720. RADIO S LIVE. MW 6S3, 909. WORLD sUkvi?!? 901-SZ4. RADIO 4 FM92.4- 
CLASS1C FM. FM 100-ICE. VIRGIN RADIO. FM 105.8; MW 12«taFv 5SfLfiS 85 LW 198 fl2.4fr5.55am). 

Television and radio listings compiled by Peter Deir, Ian HiwlS hljyi RAD *°- MW 1053,1089.' 

Gregory and John McNamara. . ’ Ug,1ts ' Smith, Susan Thomson, Jane 


515am Shipping (LW) 610 News 6.10 Farming 
Today 615 Prayer far the Day 610 Today. 
Includes Thought (ot the Day 810 Racing Pigs 
and Giant Marrows (4/5) 

910 Nan 915 Section Cm. Peter Sissons puts 
listeners' questions to the Liberal Oemocr a t 
Charles Kennedy. Call 0345-514614 
1010 Nam; One Bright ChM (FM), by Patricia 

Cumper. With Ben Thomas and Doria Crafl (4/5) 
1010 Dally Service (LW) 10.15 On This Day (LW) 
1010 Woman's Hour, with Wendy Austin 
1110 From Our Own Correspondent Reports from 
BBC correspondents from around the world 
12.00 News; You and Yours. Consumer news and 
orient affairs with Mark Whittaker 
1215pm Kelly's Heroes. Chris Kelly explores the lives 
of red and fictional characters 1215 Weather 
110 The Worid at One, with Nick Clarke 
110 The Archers ( 1 ) 115 Shipping Forecast 
ZOO News; Thursday Afternoon ray: Paradise 
Radio, by Dominic Power 
310 News; The Afternoon Shfft 
4.00 News 415 Kalei d o sc o p e. Paul Alton reviews A 
Greater Tomorrow, a play about Scottish 
volunteers who fought In the Spanish Civil War 




To Learn About Wine, Read The Label. 




In the April issue of BBC Good Food Explore Paris with our eight-page gu 
magazine, you’ll find the start of our to the best food in the city. It’s the f 
new wine course. We begin with a tour in our new series on food capitals 
of the famous wine regions. And we the world. And don’t miss our spec 
introduce you to the basics of tasting. Eurostar offer, two tickets for £99. 




Q 

















^ iyo 


i!S ’■ 

^-v 


Vj % 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 10 1997 


TELEVISION 47 




Men behaving not badly, but miserably 


G ender stereotypes survive 
down the ages. The bread 
may now be wholemeal, 
but men still go forth to win it. 
Mot do not ciy. unless they 
omitted to grow up. like Gazza. 
Every man of every age knows that 
at work, there is one thing he must 
never do: he must never throw his 
head in his hands and say “I cant 
□ope". 

Of course men cry, but the point 
is that most of them, us. can 
remember the exact number of 
rimes that they have done so. Of 
course men have moments when 
they cannot cope, but when those 
moments loom men note die signs. 
They walk away from their desks, 
jobs, families, lives in order to fail 
apart in private. 

The most striking thing about 
Modern Times: Brainstorm 
(BBC2) last night was that none of 
the four stressed men it featured 
could sir down with their (obvious¬ 
ly caring) families and say: Please 


help me. 1 would venture that 
nearly all of the men reading this 
have needed to do that at least 
once, however Qeetingly, but the 
impulses of the hunter^gatherer. 
the breadwinner, are strong. The 
confession of weakness is seen by 
men as the ultimate weakness. 

Dr Terry Hirst was a successful 
GP bur when his practice went 
oyer to fundholding the paperwork 
tripled and, as his daughter elo¬ 
quently said, “the colour went out 
of his eyes”. Terry went to see a 
gamekeeper he knew, ostensibly 
because he was interested in 
hunting. Teny tried out a shotgun, 
walked into the gamekeeper's 
house carrying the gun and shot 
himself to death in the kitchen. 

Martyn Sheppard and his wife, 
Jean, ran a successful corner shop. 
When a superstore opened near 
by. the business collapsed. The 
couple worked 14 hours a day. but 
to no avail. Bills piled up, letrers 
from banks were left unopened. 


Martyn"s first job every morning 
was to pull the telephone cord out 
of the wall. Eventually he had a 
breakdown. "I always wanted to 
be successful." he said. "Now I just 
want to be happy." 

R ay Wiliox, sociable and 
outgoing, had been a DSS 
executive in Newcastle for 
23 years. His wife, Alison, knew 
little about the strain be was 
under, in fact the family used to 
joke about the “easy" job he had. 
Alison did once find a bottle of rum 
hidden in the garden shed, which 
Ray explained by saying that he 
needed it on a Sunday night to 
prepare for the week ahead. 

Some years ago, Alison came 
home from work to find Ray had 
gone. The police told Alison that 
Ray fitted the description of a man 
who had jumped off a bridge over 
the Tyne; three weeks later the 
police discovered that this man 
wasn’t Ray. He has not written, 
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telephoned or been seen since. 

Christopher James had a happi¬ 
er story. He was an executive with 
British Gas but when 25,000 
redundancies were announced in 
the 1980s Christopher’s workload 
increased. The number of security 
staff was reduced at night, which 
meant that Christopher had to sit 
in his office doing his job and 
watching a security monitor at the 
same time. 


He became HI. lost weight. 
Eventually he took two weeks’ 
holiday in Tobago and has never 
come back. He built a complex of 
rooms, restaurant and pool and 
runs that from a pair of shorts. He 
is not in hiding nor is he dead, but. 
like the other three, to escape he 
had to change the context 

There are no statistics for how 
many men leave home to avoid 
painting the upstairs lavatory and 
I do not wish to encourage anyone 
to watch Home Front (BBC2) for 
fear of precipitating a domestic 
crisis. But watching do-it-yourself 
programmes is like viewing cook¬ 
ery shows: good fun if you enjoy 
collecting reasons not to do things 
yourself. 

Home Front is presented by 
Ttessa Shaw, whose smile should 
be marketed by Cuprinol: it sur¬ 
vives in all weathers. The trend in 
these programmes is to help 
"ordinary people" by bringing in 
designers, who will show you how 


to make a pair of curtains out of a 
tablecloth or paint a room in eight 
shades of scarlet with the result 
that only a blind man could be 
polite about ir. 

Well yes. last night’s families 
seemed genuinely impressed, so 
perhaps I am being churlish. You 
do long for somebody to tip paint 
over the designer’s head or run 
screaming from the room and 1 am 
always suspicious when both the 
children and the adults in a family 
enthuse about room decoration. 
That is a new one on me. 


Y ou will have guessed that l 
shall not be entering Home 
Front’s amateur decorator 
of the year competition, even 
though l have finished two of the 
five window sills that needed 
urgent attention about two years 
ago. Perfection lakes time. 

Another DIY series. Country¬ 
side Undercover (Channel 4) end¬ 
ed last nighL This is DfY television 


involving hidden microphones 
and fuzzy sound but the senes has 
been none the worse for that This 
is the sort of revelatory series that 
gives Douglas Hogg something to 
think about, or would were he not 
presently thinking about the rest of 
his life. 

Last night, in Flying Feathers, 
the ornithologist David Braith- 
waite went after people who pro¬ 
duce books giving the precise 
locations of the nests of Britain's 
threatened birds of prey. This in 
itself is not illegal and the people 
who read the books doubtless only 
wish to have the information on a 
sort of trainspotting basis and 
would nor dream of having any¬ 
thing to do with the illegal trade in 

eggs- 

Braithwaite is certainly a con¬ 
vincing undercover man; one of 
the people he visited asked him to 
write a book on the nesting sites of 
the sea eagle, an offer Braithwaite 
felt able to refuse. 
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6 . 00 am Business Breakfast (11497) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (70737584; 

9-05 Election Call Liberal Democrat MP 
Charles Kennedy answers viewers' 
questions (9436855) 

10.00 Style Challenge (69403) 

10.30 Can't Cook, Won't Cook (51855) 

11.00 News (T) regional news and weather 

(4796519) 

11.05 The Really Useful Show (T) (9159010) 
11-35 Change That (6580584; 

12,00 News (T) regional news and weather 
(4463687) 

12.05 Call My Bluff (5015316) 

12.35 Good Living (9846687) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (77792) 

130 Regional News and weather (50303671) 
1.45 The Weather Show (39801478) 

1.50 Neighbours (T) (22738126) 

2.15 Quincy (2/2) (r) (3843039) j 

3.00 Through the Keyhole (9949) 

3.30 PIaydays (r) (6088497) &50 Postman 
Pat (6212403) 4.05 Felix the Cat (r) 

( 5276671) 4JSO Jute Jek yll and Harriet 
Hyde Lynda Betting ham stars (r) (T) 
(5264836) 

4.35 Return to Jupiter New series of sci-fi 
adventures with the characters first seen 
In Escape from Jupiter (T) (7573887) 5.00 
Newsround (T) (5151836) 5.10 No Sweat 
0) (6784297) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (I) {283251} 

6.00 News and weather (861) 

&30 Regional News (213) 

7.00 W a t ch d og presented by Anne Robinson, 
with Alice Beer (T) (2300) 

7.30 EastEnders Huw and Lenny decide to 
come dean and the wedding plans are 
causing friction between Ricky and 
Bianca (T) (497) 

8.00 Animat Hospital Roit Harris meets the 
staff and patients at the Hampden 
Veterinary Hospital and raving reporter 
Shauna Lcwry encounters a dog being 
trained to work with the deaf (T) (8720) 

8.30 Only Fools and Horses: Cash and 
Curry An opportunity arises for Del to 
make his fortune. With David Jason and 
Nicholas Lync&mrst (r) (T) (7855) 

9.00 News (7) and weather (826126) 

9.55 Election Broadcast Labour (!) 
(958132) 

10.00 ES5|ttbp?3 Mrs Merton in Las Vegas 

The plain speaking pensioner 
meets Patrick Dully and Tony Curtis (1/2) 
(T) (43836) 

10.30 Question Time fn the second of the 
ejection hustings programmes chaired by 
David Di ruble by, members ot the public 
put the Liberal Democrat leader Paddy 
Ashdown on the spot (T) (23478) 

11.30 Lords of Discipline (1983) with David 
□mi Keith end Robert Prosky. In 1964 a black 
BlUl man becomes the first cadet at a South 

Carolina military school. where harsh 
discipline and violent humiliation are the 
norm. A maverick senior is given the task 
of making sure he stays at the 
academy — and keeping him alive.. 
Directed by Franc Roddam (T) (101126) 
1.10am Weather (6614275) 


VMeoPtaM-f and Iho Video Ptu aCodae 
The numbers next to aadr TV programme 
listing are Video PlusCode" numbers, which 


7.15am See Hear Breakfast News (T) 
(8117010) 7JO Teenage Mutant Hero 
Turtles (r) (T) (4208565) 7.55 Blue Peler 
(r) (T) (5700039) 8.20 Secret Life ot Toys 
(3365953) 335 The Raccoons ft) 
(9928497) 9.00 Cartoon (2144403) 9.10 
The Phil Silvers Show (h/w) (3547294) 
935 The Munslers (b/w) (8670836) 
10.00 Teletubbies (67045) 10.30 The 
Young Indiana Jones Chronicles (T) 
(1227126) 

1130 Goff —US Masters (10468711230pm 
Working Lunch (73519) 1.00 Secret Life 
of Toys (r) (53998854) 

1.15 US Masters Golf. Steve Rider reports 
from Augusta (77475039) 230 The A to Z 
of Food (7492478) 

3.00 News IT) (7687584) 

3.05 Campaign Roadshow Nick Ross invites 
members of the public to quiz top 
politicians(0 (9997519) 

335 News (6705768) 4.00 Blockbusters 
(6888045) 435 Ready, Steady, Cook 
(6881132) 4.55 Esther (9884565) 530 
Today's the Day (590) 

6.00 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (T) 

(980316) 

6.45 Quantum Loop Sam materialises as 
Marilyn Monroe's chauffeur and I earns ot 
her imminent suicide (r) (T) (517520) 

730 First Sight WALES: Ken Horn's Hot Wok 
EAST: Matter of Fact Election Special 
MIDLANDS: Midlands Report NORTH/ 
SOUTH WEST : Close Up Electron 
Special NORTH EAST/NORTH WEST/ 
WEST: Close Up North SOUTH: 
Southern Eye (869) 

738 Video Nation Election Shorts (869213) 

830 Ken Horn's Hot Wok Crab, Bumnese- 
styte chicken and double-steamed 
cabbage soup and an exotic huh d assert 
(r) fO (2590) 

830Top Gear The results of Top Gear's 
annual Car Satisfaction Survey. Plus: the 
new Daihatsu Move (T) (5497) 



wish to record. Vtdeoplus+ ( 
and Video Programmer btb 
C omstar Development Ltd. 


David Vine at the Crucible (9pm) 

Snooker The Crucible — 
K rarera S 21 Years in the Frame 

Featuring Steve Davis's bominalion oi the 
1980s and magical moments for Dennis 
Taylor and Joe Johnson (T) (1229; 

930 Golf: US Masters Uve coverage from 
Augusta (87836) 

1030 Election Broadcast Labour (T) 

(335328) 

1035 Newsnlght (T) (482132) 

1130 Golf — US Masters (915045) Followed 
by Weatherview 

1230am Animated 2 (5397492) 

1230 The Learning Zone: Child s Play 
(7513256) 1.00 Powei and Vision — the 
West and the Rest (27985) 1.30 
England's Green and Pleasant Land 
(66362) 2.00 Language Season Italy 
(9627275) 5.00 Business and Work 
(21459) 


| 6.00am GMTV (6787132) 

9.25 Chain Letters (T) (3553855) 

935 Regional News (T) (2675942) 

10.00 The Time, the Place (B1671) 

10.30 This Morning (T) (61108403) 

1230pm Regional News (T) (4389671) 

1230 News (T) and weather (9769584) 

1234 WTV Crimestoppers (79378381) 123S 

Wish You Were Here 1 ? (r) (T) (9840403) 
135 Home and Away (T) (64146478) 
1.50 Afternoon Live (51583328; 230 
Vanessa (T> (£9668823) 230 Afternoon 
Live (5015774) 

330 News (T) (7767774) 

335 Regional News (D (7766045) 

330 The Rkfdlers (6130855) 3.40 Wtzadora 
(r) (9781010) 330 Oscar and Friends 
(6793923) 3.55 Rupert (6076652) 430 
Mike and Angelo (r) (8169039) AM 
Sweat (T) (7491039) 

5.10 A Country Practice (1526855) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (395687) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (551364) 

635 HTV Weather (942565) 

630 HTV News (T) (952942) 

635 Election Broadcast: Labour (828313) 
7.00 Emmerdale Rachel is worried by Sieve's 
obsession with Home Farm (T) (4768) 

7.30 The European Match: Paris St 
Germain v Liverpool Bob Wilson 
presents live coverage ot the semi-final, 
first-leg match in Paris. Liverpool will be 
going all out tor a win as the Cup- 
Winner’s trophy is the only piece of 
SHverwear never displayed at Airfield (T) 
(71132) 

NB: Subsequent programmes me subject to 
alteration and late running 
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Shaun Scott as Deafdn (930pm) 

930 The Bill When a sick woman attempts 
suicide, her drug-dealing son and resent¬ 
ful daughter are suspected of being 
involved Raw!on and Skase think they 
know how to reach the truth quickly, but 
Dl Deakin disagrees (T) (77381) 

10.00 News (T) and weather (34132) 

10.30 Regional News (T) (881519) 

10.40 The West This Week 1227132) 

1130 Frieze Frame: Forbidden Fashion 
Revealing haw fetish fashion, has gained 
respect ability and can be bought on the 
high street fT) (722687) 

11.45 Highlander (243010) 

12.35am In Bed with M©Dinner (3375850) 
1.05 Funny Business (4812324) 

1.40 Cyber Cate (6301430) 

2.10 Stand and Deliver (5101898) 

3.05 (TV Sports Classic (75470072) 

335 The Good Sex Guide Late (fj (2769362) 
430 The Time, the Place (r) (35904) 

5.00 Grass Roots (B850S) 

5.30 News (71633) 
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| As HTV West except: 

12£5pm-125 A Country Practice (9840403) 

5.10- 5.40 Shartfcind Street (1526855) 
635-6155 Central News (147403) 

10.40 Hbiu Running Against Time 
(88740294) 

12.40am Funny Business (7001035) 

1.15 Ed's Night Party (57695) 

1.45 Club Nation (6473072) 

2.40 Access All Areas (3881188) 

3.05 Stand and Deliver (8542275) 

4.05 Central Jobflnder '97 (4630350) 

530 Aslan Eye (2472695) 

As HTV West except 
1230pm-1230 illuminations (4389671) 

1235 Home and Away (2071126) 

130-130 Emmerdale (70743126) 

5.10- 5AO Home and Away (1526855) 
6.00-6.55 Wesfeountry Live (623519) 

10-40 Moments of Madness (392774) 

11.10 Roadrunner (239132] 

11.40 Alfred Hitchcock Presents: Prisoners 
(106010) 

12.10am Alfred Hitchcock Presents: 
Revenge (3475850) 

[. .y 1 '• .MEBlDtaH; 

As HTV West except 
12-55pm-135 Shorttand Street (9840403) 
&10-5 j 40 Home and Away (1526855) 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (551364) 

635-635 Grass Roots (147403) 

1030 Meridian News and Weather (792671) 

10.45 Film: Tagget (16636403) 

3.05am ITV Sports Classics (75470072) 

5.00 Freescreen (88508) 

.■ ftNGUA ~ 

As HTV West except 

1235-1.25 A Country Practice (9840403) 

5.10- 5.40 Shortland Street (1526855) 

623 Anglia Weather (943294) 

625 Anglia News (140010) 

630-635 What’s On (47B872) 

10AO Cover Story Crime Special (392774) 

11.10 Hunter (910590) 

12.10am Alfred Hitchcock Presents 

(3475850) 

3.05 ITV Spoils Classics (75470072) 

Starts. 6.00 Sesame Street (14297) 7.00 The 
Big Breakfast (9S403) 9.00 Bewitched 
(48381) 9.30 Sister Sister (8762861) 935 
Rangin' wffft Mr Cooper (7127749] 1020 The 
Crystal Maze (7417720) 1120 Earthworm 
Jim (4694565) 11.45 The Pink Panther 
(6126766) 12.00 A Bit of Flava (4383497) 
12.05pm California Dreams (947B749) 12.30 
RfckJ Lake (68687) 1.00 Slot Metthrin 
(47240522) 1.15 Deri Deg (47240577) 1.30 
Rim: The Mudlark (76860010) 320 Fresh 
Pop (7683768) 3.30 Collectors' Lot (687) 4.00 
FHteen-to-One (294) 4.30 Wild Britain (478) 
5.00 5 Pump (8774) 520 Countdown (958) 
6.00 Newyddkm (680213) 6.05 He no (140590) 
625 Bob Yn Ddau (959855) 7.00 Pobol y 
Cam (250861) 725 Talwm y Beimf (525968) 
8.00 Pam R Duw? (4958) 820 Neurydcfion 
(8215) 9.00 Family Money (7124316) 10.15 
Etholiad 97 (756861) 1020 Brookslde 
(45294) 11.00 19G4 and All That (12039) 12.00 
PPB (Labour) (5311072) 12.05am Election 
Midnight Special (9521782) 125 Witness 
(4820343) 


1 ’’g.jR,i-fflytsfL ? . .. " 

6.00am Sesame Street (14297) 7.00 The Big 
Breakfast (98403) 9.00 Bewitched (r) (T) 
(48381) 920 Sister Sister <r) (8762861) 
935 Hangiri with Mr Cooper (r) (T) 
(7127740; 1020 The Crystal Maze (r) 
(7417720) 11.20 Earthworm Jim (r) 
(7080652) 11A0 Pink Panther (6118749) 

12.00 A Bit of Flava. Black music (4383497) 
12.05pm California Dreams (9478749; 
1220 Light Lunch (61403) 

120 Halewljn Belgian animation (50396381) 

1,45 The Feminine Touch/The Gentle 

» Touch (1956) with Belinda Lee, Adrienne 
Com' and George Baker. A romantic 
drama about five trainee nurses looking 
for careers and love in a London hospital. 
Directed by Pa* Jackson (T) (53500300 ) 
320 Collectors’ Lot (D (687) 4.00 Frtteen-to- 
One fT) (294) 4,30 Countdown (T) (478) 
520 Rtcfj Lake (T) (8774) 520 Pet 
Rescue (r) (T) (958) 

6.00 Hangi/i' with Mr Cooper American 
campus comedy with Mark Cutty (T) 
(671) 

620 HoUyoaks Teen soap (T) (923) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (811652) 

730 Thatcher's Children (T) (942590) 

6.00 Mad About Machines: Sew Beautiful 

Julie Pan shares her fascination with 
sewing machines (T) (4958) 

820 Brookside Ollle refuses to give in when 
Nat and Georgia offer an olive branch. 
The repercussions of Susannah's acci¬ 
dent start to hit home (T) (8215) 




David Frost In the 1960s (9pm) 

9.00 1964 and All That Sir David 

Frost is Joined by politicians 
and journalists to compare this general 
election with the one held fn 1964 fT) 
(5799) 

10.00 Jo Brand Through the Cakehoka The 

guest is Lynne Franks (r) (T) (600836) 

10.35 Northern Exposure Off-beat, Alaska-set 
comedy series. Ed Is dispatched up river 
to br'ma Joel back from a native 
settlement fT) (950958) 

1120 Political Broadcast: Labour (174671) 

1125 The Naked Truth American comedy 
series. A man goes Into hospital tor a 
simple operation but owing to a mix up by 
the surgeon has a completely different 
procedure (T) (105381) 

12.05am Midnight Special Discussion series 
on the election campaign With Sheena 
MacDonald (9521782) 

125 Sanders of the River (1935. 0/W). 

m African adventure with Leslie Banks as a 
British Commissioner who quashes an 
uprising with the help of a loyal chief (Paul 
Robeson). Directed by Zollan Korda 
(607904) 

3.15 Saxa A man recalls an uncertain family 
history (54673343) 

320 Schools (279527) 

525-6.00 Backdate (r) (T) (7550879) 



6.00am 5 News Early (7846652) 

7.30 Havakazoo (2966010) 

8.00 Adventures of the Bush Patrol 

(2591039) 

8.30 Wideworld. Series examining where the 
power really lies with the Government of 
the United Slates (2583010) 

9.00 Espresso Consumer maoazine 
(5656861) 

10.00 Exclusive (r) Showbiz news (6891010) 
10.30 The Great Garden Game (r) (T) 
(2676774) 

11.00 Leeza (9803958) 

1130 Double Espresso (45460403) 

12.00 The Bold and the Beautiful (2594126) 
1220 pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (9478942) 
1.005 News Update (92403478] 

1.05 Sunset Beach Olivia becomes the prime 
suspect in Del's murder (T) (6593652) 
2.00 5’s Company (1936687) 

320 Broken Promise (1981) with Chris 
□mi Sarandon, Melissa Michaefeon and 
BlUi George Coe. A drama about the efforts ot 
a social worker to keep his promise to a 
young girl that she will not be separated 
from her younger brothers and sisters 
after their parents abandon them. Direc¬ 
ted by Don Taylor (4471381) 

5205*8 Company: Late Extra (14431687) 
520100 Per Cent (1513045) 

6.00 Whittle Quiz with audience participation 
(T) (1510958) 

620 Family Affairs Melanie announces her 
career plans, which are bound to upset 
her grandlaiher (T) (1421010) 

7.00 Exclusive News from the entertainment 
world (1348294) 

720 Serengeti Safari Herds of wildebeest 
are preyed upon by wild dogs (7628720) 
735 Party Political Broadcast by Labour 
(5906855) 

8.00 Nancy Lam Oriental cookery series 
(1357942) 

8205 News with Kirsty Young and Rob Butler 
(1343749) 



Tom Hanks as a comedian (9pm) 

9.00 Punchline (1988) with Salty Field and 

M Tom Hanks. The story of two aspiring 
stand-up comics — one a housewife, the 
other a failed medical student. Directed 
by David Seltzer (43938497) 

10.40 Bizarre Tales ol the unusual (5731132) 
11.00 The Jack Docherty Show The guests 
are Rita Tushingham, Richard Morton 
and Mary Black (8799233) 

11.40 Bring Me the Head of Light 

Entertainment Comedy panel game 
(2718316) 

12.10am Live and Dangerous Sports maga¬ 
zine. Includes coverage of a game from 
the Brazilian football league (66372607) 

4.40 Prisoner: Cell Block H (6660817) 
520-620 100 Per Cent (55488981 




• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Directory, 
published on Saturday 

SKY 1 ____ 

GJXtam Morning Gtery 

and Kaihte Lee (817681 1CLOO Another 

World (39774) 1140 Days oT Cw 

(46010) 124X1 The Oprah 

(5BB18) 1 J»pin Gerddo (1W7B) SUMSa* 

Jeesy Raphael (19470) 340 

(18132) 4.00 Oprah wifi the Stars (31D39) 

SLOO Star Trek. Tha NeB Generation (9045) 

(LOO Seal TV (9107) 620i Mamed — wth 

CWtawi (8387) 7.00 The Simpsons t«54 

720 W'A'ST’H (2671) aOOThPdPtodjkwn 

sss«ga-jsiMw 

te The Ned Generation 
W LAPP (60053) 1-00 Hit Mot (8407546) 

SKY 2 ___ 

1220 rtt Mk (8386324) 

3 SKY NEWS - - 

Wortamde news coverage. 

the how, 24 nous a day. seven days a 

SKY MOVIES _ 

540am UB1» Buddha (1993? 

8.10 Rita Hayworth: TfratowO***®* 
(1963) (88160229)945 

(40713315 TI^ThjfendTrirat 

Ffinntf (1975) (87869) 1 JJOpth *-**““ 
BtnWha(1993) (1701 0) 3J0 Cold Tim*o» 
f1971) (38519) 

. (1990} (9®«2? 7.00 Fre®«t 

k (1883) (36667)SUM VtrfgnolHmonttra 
~ MoonWn PW) 

Movie Show (9212^ 

(1894)(404565) 1148*1 Ortw. 

(1972) (410782) 2.15 PreCY -J ^S!S 
(18885(43127$ 3-46 Gk nmBanT ^ f 1984 * 
(74571817) 

THIS MOVIE CHANNEL _ 

8.10m Btack Widow 

AM ll Should Hsmm i to T0u flW) 

(24300} 1A0O BUT BoOd 

■1ZA0 H«t to HMti Seerata of me H* 


(1996) (14623) 2-O0pm Block Widow 
(1954) 156836) 400 LHHo Mtas WUoiw 
(1992) (2519i 6.00 Shake, Rattt# and 
Rock) (1904) (434306871 7M US Top 10 
(969652) BJ» Rob Roy (1995) (1233S107) 
10J20 Tho Zone (IMS) [975968) 1ZJ0O 
EnmanuaHe (1974) (383091) 1-35«n 
DaifcSefirata (1995) (23889813.10To Ufa 
For (1994) (341877) 4-55 It Should 
Happen to You (1954) (7011879) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 

& 00 OR 1 HaMghtw* (1988) (8507294) 
8.00 tang Ho (1988) (8519039! 10-00 
Predator (1987) (4«oafc1? 11 JO Ro turn 
tram the Rtwr KM (1988) (5S6300) 
12Sam Tha Horror of Frankorataki 
(1970) (7000053) 3.15^.35 Henry V 
(1989) (606500531 


BJJOpm MenpMs (1991) (69762012 
11.00 Tho Blackboard Jungle (IMS) 
(71406010) 12.45am Dark of *™> Sun 
(1988) (10568500) ZM&OO UenqiMs 
(1991) (53383237) 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ _ 

7.00am Sports Cerare 176229) 7-30 Wres¬ 
ting (22010) 830 Racng News 18 bS19) 
BjOB sports Cer*»re (36911) ftJOAembtas 
Oz Style (168611 1800 Fcrmia Three 
Ftodng (71720) 11J» Grass Pools Rugby 
(71671) 11-30 SMI SaAng (73300) t2M 
Aerobics 02 Siytc (94107) 1i30pm World 
ol Sm* League (41887) 130 Sieve Da« 
JnterfisBng Work! erf Snooker (94653) 4L30 
Futota Mundia (9316) 4^9 Sports Centre 
( 1819923 ) 5JM Wiefiflmg 14519) 6.00 
Sports Centre (73811 6 J» Netbustore 
(4881) 7.00 Schacflwy FcortjaB- ScoKaodv 
Northern Ireland — Live (83565) 859 
Spons Centre (102126) 850 Trent World 
Seen [BS7491 10M Sports Can ire (95836) 
1030 Tnhl Lines (75478) 1150 Trans 
World Sport (77749) 1240am Sports 
Centre »«> 1^343) 

150 Sp®*b Football 115508) 2JO-3JO 
spent Centre (33614) 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

BjapmFtshrg-rigtTl Lines |40i738i|9L«) 
Sg ttStt a/ SnotAer (4Q?77«; 
11 J» FoOtofll Serapboc* 
I250um-1.00 Strand wings (28675301 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ __ 

13LM Bench VOUeytell l576P34i8l I.OOp" 
lns«e the PGA wJW («KE229t JJW 


CnOer South Alnca v Ausirafia — Lore 
(741062201 940 Footbal League Rawew 
(6616WS7) 11.00-1140 Srmvboaid Sto-J 

EUROSPORT _ 

740am Fially Ftud (731321 840 Mators 
(31405) 940 Cyding il 8Z23i 1040 Modem 
PernaiNon l79316i 1140 Ratty Rad 
(73039| 1140 Mrtorcycimg (5£226i 

1250pm MowtcyKin'S r 12045) 1.00 Speed 
Strung 197768) 140 Moumartifce (11316) 
240 Terras — Lrve (450£'720; 840 Sureo 
(24836) 740 Motet cycUnq (88361 740 
armgman (82958) 840 Bownq (56039) 
940 RaBy Rad (29381) 1040 Footbal 
(77855) 1240-1240am Ba^bail 149072) 

UK GOLD _ 

740am Tettysac* (1411942) 755 Negri- 
hours (5162519) 840 Crossroads 

(30973361 845 EaslErders (5501958) 9.00 
The EMI (97387381 950 Don ! Wan (£■ 
(8789G19) 1040 Never Ihe Twain (4163652) 
1050 The Sul&vari (85848901 11.00 
Casrsatf)’ (4027B36.I 1240 CtosstaMs 
(9833382) 1250pm NesgTibouts (6002395) 
140 E as tenders (B4088SS1 145 No Pace 
L*e Heme (2617774) 2.10 A Lmie B" « 
Emery 1300972791 240 Three Up. Two 
Down (B487229) 255 'Alto Alto' (45323641 
The Bill 121406391 440 All C'aamcs. 
Gicar and Small |S9(MSS5i 640 Genaraixm 
Game (301B59M| 045 EssiEnders 

(482847B) 6.40 Are You Bemq Served? 
(17240101 740 Russ APtx-l <4901039) 750 
Bullseyo <60232^) 840 In Sicfcness and r 
Ht-.jim (81576711 940 TVe Bill (5900749) 
950 The EqunirTcf (9236)26) 1050 aollom 
(15395901 11.10 The Yourw ijrvji, 

(9791478) 1155 Akaei Styles SwK 
165848381 1255am The Born ol Top of iho 
Pops. (2770072) 150 Miarm Vice (4715343) 
250 Shappmg el Night i866S633) 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

640am The hjvptcrn Fjcioi 15633671 ) 650 
Graham's Ark (23425294) 650 .bsre Smiih 
(50923b7I( 740 Class : Cororjason 5 aeV 
(4195519) 740 Families I400S126) 8.00 
S'Jfpnae. Surprise (4840039) 940 The 
PWtesoonafe (57225191 10.00 Ajvfot 
F actor (2676858) 1040 Oosloi m me 
House (£766107) 11.00 Wffhm T>«se \Vai-5 
(Jf 6077411Z00 Class c Coton&bon S/rfd 
(5853687) 1240pm Farrdras ,6523923. 
140 Albion Martel (4194S90i 140 Tre 
Good Gi*de (85222*1- 2.00 Purr- 
monds 126776871 340 Ufxia's. Dcm.' 1 - 
siairs (3352958) 440 Suronse. Shensi 
(3275565; 5.00 The • P.9«sjs.er'3‘5 


JM 


Tim Roth as Cunningham In Rob Roy (Movie Channel, 8.00pm) 


(58372131 6.00 Farrtfies (4639313) 640 
Coronation Street 15968805) 750 SurjMise. 
Surprise (212)749) 840 Upstavs. Dowr- 
sian (2130497) 940 Caonabon Street 
(3274749) 950 The Comerfians (6615687) 
10.00-1140 The Professienate (2113720) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

840am ckg 'Serage (9C06316) 6.15 
Moppet Babies (7761107) 840 The Care 
Bears 1)384132) 74S Sooty (6574774) 
755 Tne Lmie Mermaid (13058S5I 640 
Alaotir 16625687] R45 Ou«* Par* 
1 8402590| 9.10 New Doug (2763774) 955 
M^nry Durts 0100855) 7040 God Troop 
i8406381) 1045 berkwtng Duct, (6400720) 
1050 Tirono and Pumbaa (3327942) 11.15 
ajrrt«#s <81727 31 1 155 The bnte Mermad 
.=J2»3S) 12.10pm Anadh 

(2-41300) 12.40 Mouse Tracks 15968497) 
1.10 Slfc* #nh Me Kid (1308294) 2.00 
FILM; Young Again (67313) 350 hmon 
and Purrfiaa 1 11793001350 Brand Sparrt.- 
r>$ Mew Doug !£S96841J 445 GctV Trcop 
1 3639710) 450 Quack Per* (W07652) 455 
A)2d(i7i (9539687) S2D Flash Fwwaid 
•4952229) 5^5 Tmw and PuWWB 
.•3S755E) 6.00 Bone Chrtfera (79231 640 
3*i Meets VAnU (4403)740Broihertv Love 
SSStii 740 FILM; Siam Dunk Bmest 


174836) 940 Dave's Wbrirt (30279) 940- 
1040 Gotden Girts (67565) 

FOX KIDS NETWORK _ 

6.00am Three Late Ghosts (17339231 640 
inspector Gaaget (726&519) 740 Samurai 
Pcza Cats (6266923) 740 Eagle Riders 
(6381958) 8.00 Teenage Mutant Hero 
Turtle!. (8637923) 840 Masked Rdei 
(6636294) 940 Bki Bad BeettetMig3 
(8723774) 940 Povm Rangem Zeo 
(75W47B/ 10.00 C Bear and Jamal 
(71706711 1040 Eekl Srravagaitre 

(8729958) 11.00 Ute wan Louie (8289010) 
1140 EoW Slravaganza (B29703B) 1240 
tricr«ibte HUk 16630710) 1240pm Mortal 
homtoat 17503294) 140 HgNandei 

(6298294) 140 Eagle Riders (7502566) 
240 Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 
(4674497) 240 Masked Ffeter (3413045) 
340 Big Bad Beedebcrgs (4759132) 340 
Power Hangars 2eo (3418590) 4.00 C Bear 
and Jamal (33314971 440 EeW 

Bvavagonra (3320381) 540 Spideiman 
(4665749) 540 Goosebumps (34178611 
6.00 Swcel Valev High (34 M774| 


640am Hood io Avanteu (33671) 740 
Dennis the Menace (97942) 8.00 Batman 


(26774) 840 An Altacfc (25045) 940 Dash 
Gordon (43197) 940 Bobb/s World 
(52687) 1040 Romuald tha Reindeer 
(64519) 1040 Robinson Sucroe (323811 
11.00 Danger Mouse (978871 1140 
Gravedale H^h (98316) 1240 Oscar's 
Orchestra (29861) 1240pm Halfway 

Across, the Galaxy and Turn Left (56403) 
140 By the Way Ol Ihe Steis (46328) 140 
Black Beauty (55774) 240 The Gttl from 
Tomorrow (4720* 240 Ocean Odyssey 
(9788) 340 An Attack (3856) 340 Rash 
Gordon (42131 4.00 Batman 13720) 440- 
5.00 The &g Dish (5132) 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Non-stop cartoons bom 6.00am (o 
940pm Includes Tom and Jerry, Popeye 
and The HlrVstoncs 

NICKELODEON _ 

640am Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 
(33854) 640 Courd Duckute 163213) 740 
Captain Sman and the Space Monkeys 
(94671( 740 Teles bom Crypncaeper 
(80478) 8.00 Bnjrv? the Kto 108500? 640 
Hey Arnold 1 187861) 9.00 Rugrals RB133! 
idoo Aaalin 1 Red Monsters (54565) 1040 
Doug (92577) 1140 Rodeo's Modem Lite 
(79213) 1140 Bailey Kipper's Port ol View 
(70942) 12.00 Kenan and Kei (92749) 
1240pm The Secret Wcrtd or Alex Mack 
(256101 140 Sister Saler (93942) 140 
Mcesha (ireao) 240 Round the Twist 
(27741 240 The Advgnams ol Pete and 
Pete (4294) 340 Slkddn Aiound (8381) 
340 Aaahhl Heel Monsters (6039) 4.00 
SUcten- Arcund M774) 640 Press Gang 
(5&23| 640-740 Doug (2403) 

TROUBLE _ 

1240 Heartbreak High (8501120) 140pm ' 
Madteon (401CT20) 140 Swe€4 Vafley ttgh 
14101364) 240 He ngimne (3568478) 240 
California Dreams (2229590) 340 Ryker 
tatwe (357021313409-2-5 (213510714X0 
Sweet Valley rtgh (2147942) 440 
Hangtime (2143136) £40 Saved by the Bed 
(3655958) 540 CaMoma Creams 

pi 34478) 640 Bvker Grove (2237519) 
640 Madran 12148671) 7.00-flJM Heart¬ 
break High (9508316) 

BRAVO _ 

8.00pm The Hew Twighl 2one [K719421 
840 The New Tmfegtn Zone (3567749) 9.00 
The Burning Zone (9424300) 10X0 Toe ot 
Duty (9507687) 1140 FILM: Backfire 
(2722918) ,140am The Burning Zone 


(42144921240 Tour ol Duty (9209701) 340 
RLM: To Sleep wttti Anger (4791275) 
5.00 77*? New TwitgM Zone (3842166) 540 
The New Twit ig In 3one (8479879) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Entertainment UK (6590) 740 
Roeeeniw (8687) 8.00 Roeeenne (9010} 
840 Monty Python's Flying Cirus (1045) 
940 Cheers (€6749) 940 Cybli (328551 
10.00 Fras>ef (93478) 1040 It's Garry 
Shandlng's Show (58346) 1140 Asytum 
(G1284) 1140 Nigrasland (7151B) 1240am 
Carnal Knowledge [14633) 140 Cyfa# 
(18362) 2.00 Enienamvrt UK (14121) 
240 Asylum (33256) 3.00 Frasier 159121) 
340-440 Garry Shancfing (245081 

THE SCW CHANNEL 

140am The Twilight Zona (17926331 140 
Tales at tire Unexpected (3406879) 240- 
440 HU4: The tauter Sfda ol Terror 
(8413879) 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

8.00em The Jay ol Paretrg (5033120) 940 
Grow with Joe (1951841) 1040 Stare and 
Gardens (4161294) 1030 Doing H Up 
(1339312) 1140 The Painted House 
(5911855) 1140 Ttw Old House w*h Steve 
and N urn (5912584) 1240 Van Can Cook 
(1633364) 1240pm Graham Kan 

(8802377) 1.00 Today's Gourmet 

(4029294) 140 Home Again with Bob Via 
(9252318) 240 Homehme (3564652) 240 
Furniture to Go (2136836) 3.00 Two's 
Country Coding (3656687) 340-440 This 
OW House (2131381) 

DISCOVERY _ 

440pm Rshfrig Adventures (222331^440 
Roadshow (2149300) 540 Terra X 
(3651132) 640 Mysienes. Magw: and 
Mtactes (2130652) 640 Untamed AJrca 
(Z20673BI 7.00 Beyond 2000 (3575768) 
740 Disaster (220229) 840 Animal 
Cractera (9417010) 940 Top Marques 
(5004519) 940 tt-Tech Drug Ware Ultra 
Science (7256233) 10.00 Arnnal Crackas 
(9603861) 1140 Porsche: The Ruing 
Legend (40K671) 1240 Ctasuc Wheels 
(3747512) 140am Disaster (1917275) 
140-240 Beyond 2000 (9071940) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

440pm Ancfem Mysteries (16890451 540 
Secret Serves (7526855) 640 VIMY: Birth 
ol a Nation (5543300) 740440 Biography 
King Arthur (4104861) . 




CHALLENGE TV _ 

VWrr with MB* Thne ftwee an hour. 

545pm Btockbuslers (5438297) 540 Fam¬ 
ily Fortunes (253890) 640 Canmpbrase 
(848300) 745 Sated the Canary (999768) 
7.40 Give Us A Clue (793671) B40 All 
Chied Up (931519) 940 Through Ihe 
Keyhole (176836) 946 Busman's Hctiday 
(901465) 1045 Treasure Hunt (625590) 
11.20 Love at Rrsl SgN (301478) 1240 
Sale ol the Century (57492) 1240am Hart 
to Hart (368791 140 Moonfigrtmg (51324) 
240 Christy 114966) 340 My Two Dads 
(55492! 440-540 The Fan Guy (98797) 

UK LIVING _ 

640am Tiny Living (8143346) 940 
taadags and Glamour (8383671) RTS Te 
Gordon Eton (6623010) 1045 Jerry 
Springer (7862807) 1140 The Young and 
the Resttasa (6835039) 1140 Brookstoe 
(2103381) 1245pm Why Me? Fled Lite 
Casa Srudtes (47578364) 1245 Tempest! 
(8773652) 140 Rotonda (8183403) 240 
The Agony Experience (9633229) 340 Live 
at Three [26150655) 445 The Jerry Springer 
Show (99472941 545 Ltago (79727323) 
540 Lucky Ladders (96370451 640 I 
Dream ot Jeame (3612836) 545 Ready, 
Steady. Cook (2001381) 7.05 Hearts Afire 
(10193)6) 745 Blockade (2655671) 845 
Potande (5525661) 940 RLM; Mafia 
Princess (05096521 1140-1240 The 
SpKy Sex Ftos (2014403) 

ZEE TV _ 

740em Jeegran 740 Guana Anjaane 840 
ZEE Cal&ng 540 Busness Update 940 
Hasye Tens Char Vasya 940 Campus 
1040 Nasal 1140 Aashiana 1l40Banegi 
Apm Baal 1240 Dastaan 1240pm Dhoop 
Aur Qiaon 1.00 FTU4: Bhagymran 440 
ZEE Zone Presents 4.10 ZEE Top 10 5.10 
Vtoam Au Beetai 6-00 Sorry Men Lorry 
640 ZEE end You 740 Euro Zlndagi 740 
CtnamagB 840 New® 846 Andaj B4S 
Jaal 940 Kasralain 1040 Commander 
1040 Song Yaatra 1140 ZEE Honor Show 
1140-1240 Arratehari 


The 24 hour music chanmL Indudea 
news, reviews. Hue oonoert tootago. Irter- 
vtews and me latest music vtdoo charts 


The video Mta chamaL Classic rocK and 
pop videos end me best new sow* 
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SWIMMING 43 


Early visit to Bath 
leaves Palmer 
feeling refreshed 


SPORT 


SAILING 43 



- I 


Skippers finish 
minutes apart after 
6,200-mile chase 


L i 


THURSDAY APRIL 101997 


Spanish eyes set on striker 


Barcelona stay 


tight-lipped 
on Shearer hid 


By Peter Ball 


THE North East may not win 
many trophies, but it is hist 
becoming the centre for inter¬ 
national transfer speculation. 
Yesterday, Newcastle United 
rather than Middlesbrough 
became the target, with Barce¬ 
lona reportedly offering £20 
million, a world record were 
the transfer to go ahead, for 
Alan Shearer. 

Both dubs were tight-lipped 
yesterday. A Barcelona official 
was unable to confirm or deny 
the reports: Kenny Dalglish, 
the Newcastle manager, char¬ 
acteristically would not even 
go that far, refusing all re¬ 
quests for a comment. 

Behind the barricades, 
though, there seems little 
doubt that Barcelona did 
make an approach for Shearer 
this week. Bobby Robson has 
long been an admirer of the 
player and made three at¬ 
tempts last summer to take 
Shearer to Barcelona when he 
first arrived at the Nou Camp. 

"Shearer has to be the best 
European striker in the game 
at present," Robson said at the 
time. “Certainly.. Germany, 
France. Spain and Italy 
haven’t got anybody better 
than him. 

“He is the traditional Eng¬ 
lish centre forward. He is as 
good as anything England has 
had since we started compet¬ 
ing in World Cups back in the 
!<?50s. He holds up the ball 


brilliantly, he is strong, brave, 
powerful in the air and a 
terrific finisher. He is a won¬ 
derful player." 

Blackburn, however, turned 
the bids down, and instead 
Robson signed Ronaldo from 
PSV Eindhoven. The arrival of 
the outstanding Brazil for¬ 
ward, who won the 1996 world 
player-of-rhe-year award, 
itiaJc a more prolonged ap¬ 
proach for Shearer unnec¬ 
essary. 

Now, with Ronaldo expect¬ 
ed to leave for Italy in an 
estimated £30 million move in 
the summer. Shearer would 
make a natural replacement 
The England striker's stock 
soared on the Continent after 
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ACROSS 

1 Laid with flags (5) 

7 Anointing with oik suave 
charm (7) 

8 St Francis's espoused Lady 

(7) 

9 Chy of oranges, of Barber 
• (7) 

11 Runner-op's place {6) 

13 Tty anyway t+,2.1.2) 

15 Wrinkles by eyes 15,4) 

19 Animal that gnaws (6) 

21 Acrobat's garment (7) 

23 Intuitive sympathy (7) 

24 Portable rocket-lanncher f7) 

25 Girls'toys (5) 


DOWN 

1 Samuel —, diarist (5) 

Briskly (mu&) (6) 

Boldness (6) 

Ropes: London hospital (4) 
Rigorous (6) 

Art assembled and glued (7) 
10 Eng, city, sounds like one 
leaving { 6) 

12 Disagree (6) 

14 A dub: a weapon-store f7) 

16 Moist-timber disease (3,3) 

17 Sluggish, dormant (6) 

18 Flinch, start back (6) 

20 NT boot Roman emperor (5J 
22 Haufcaborc(4) 
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SOLUTION TO NO 1063 

ACROSS: 1 False start 8 Alimony 9 Forgo 10 Tang 
11 Plangent 13 Such as 15 Status 1 7 Complain 18 Gala 
21 Aloud 22 Thought 23 Spoilsport 

DOWN: 2 Align 3 Slow 4 Seylla 5 Affinity 6 Torrent 
'Contestant 8 Antisocial 12 Palladio 14 Commons 
> 16 limel. 19 Augur 20 Coup 



his performances in Euro 96, 
and he came third in the world 
player-of-the-year poll behind 
Ronaldo and George Weah. 
The move would also do a kit 
for Robson’s standing in Bar¬ 
celona, Rea] Madrid's present 
superiority in the Spanish 
League having put him under 
a lot of pressure. 

Robsons bid for Shearer 
suggests that he is far from 
reconciled to leaving the Span¬ 
ish dub at the end of the 
season, as had been widely 
expected. If Ronaldo -does 
leave for Lazio or Juventus. a 
big-name replacement will be 
essential, as much for Barcelo¬ 
na's internal politics as on the 
field. 

But if Barcelona's interest is 
understandable, there seems 
little possibility of Newcastle 
allowing Shearer to go. Al¬ 
though he was Kevin Keegan's 
last, and at £15 million his 
biggest, signing last summer. 
Shearer has a longstanding 
relationship with Dalglish. Al¬ 
though Dalglish is expected to 
make some significant 
changes in personnel in the 
summer, he is likely to see 
Shearer as central to his plans 
for rebuilding Newcastle. 

Shearer has three years 
remaining of the four-year 
contract he signed when he 
arrived from Blackburn 
Rovers last August so there is 
no pressure on Newcastle to 
sell. Quite the contrary, in fact 
as Shearer's return to his 
home city was greeted on 
Tyneside as die return of the 
Messiah and the Toon Army 
would revolt en masse at any 
suggestion of their hero being 
allowed to depart 

He made his comeback after 
his third groin operation in¬ 
side a year in the FA Carling 
Premiership derby with Sun¬ 
derland cm Saturday, scoring 
Newcastle's equaliser in the J-l 
draw. He is still Newcastle's 
leading scorer, in spite of 
missing two months of the 
season with injuries. 

Since their days together at 
Blackburn, Dalglish has been 
among Shearer’s greatest ad¬ 
mirers and will dearly do 
everything in his power to 
retain the England striker. 

Barcelona’s reported £20 
million bid suggests that New¬ 
castle's payment of £15 million 
last year was not as unreason¬ 
ably high as thought at the 
time and, given the present 
inflated state of the market, an 
increased offer may be the 
only lever to prize Shearer 
away. With Newcastle in the 
process oi floating on the stock 
market, every one of their 
assets must have a price and. 
if the Spanish club was to 
return with a better offer, 
there would be greater pres¬ 
sure to sell. 

Shearer's vulnerability to 
injury, with three groin opera¬ 
tions in just over 12 months, 
could persuade Newcastle to 
cash in but, unless the fee 
Barcelona receive for Ronaldo 
reaches absurd proportions. 

that seems unlikely. 

Unlikely, but not impossi¬ 
ble, the way the market is 
going. Yesterday, Real Ma¬ 
drid moved to protect their 
greatest asset, Raul Gonzalez, 
fc>y giving him a new seven- 
year $2 million-a-year contract 
and by writing in to it a 
transfer fee of $42 million. 


VtaflPs future, page 44 
Joy for Fulham, page 44 



Jose Maria OlazabaL of Spain, straps his finger before beginning his practice round at Augusta National as he prepares for the Masters, 
his first major since his long injury break from golf, which begins today. Report, page 46. Photograph: Lenny Ignelzi 


Hick intent on regaining Test place 


By Our Sports Staff 


GRAEME HICK has been 
tipped to regain his place in 
the England side against Aus¬ 
tralia mis summer by David 
Houghton, the Worcestershire 
coach, who acted im the same 
capacity for Zimbabwe during 
the winter when they beat 
England in the one-day inter¬ 
national series. 

He believes Hick has re¬ 
gained his hunger for the 
game after a six-month break 
after being overlooked for 
England’S winter tour of Zim¬ 
babwe and New Zealand. 

“Graeme was in fine form 
on our pre-season trip to 
Zimbabwe and everything I 
have seen of him so for smacks 
of determination,'' Houghton 
said yesterday. 


"He has got himself super fit 
and now there is the desire to 
put runs on the board again. 
The break from the game has 
been good because now he 
wants to spend time at the 
crease. 

“I told him at the end of last 
season to lock his bat away in 
the cupboard and not to pick it 
up for six months. Maybe, 
sometimes, a little boredom 
creeps in when you are play¬ 
ing all the year round, butthat 
isn’t there this year because he 
has a specific aim — to get 
back into the England side." 

Houghton, 39, who said that 
he believed that Hick was still 
the best batsman available to 
England, has been asked to 
reconsider his decision to re¬ 
tire from Test cricket by the 
Zimbabwe selectors. They 


want him to continue to play a 
role by helping to consolidate 
recent successes, which 
indude a drawn Test series 
with England. “1 wasn't hav¬ 
ing second thoughts, but the 
Zimbawean Board are looking 
at the fact that we’ve had a 
good season in which we*ve 
won a lot of matches and are 
starting to get onto a roll." 
Houghton said. 

"We've quite a competitive 
side and they ... would like 
me to play on a tittle bit longer 
just to help maintain the 
current momentum. 

“I’m not under contract to 
Zimbabwe any more and it is 
really a case of seeing how 1 
feel around August time and 
whether l want to play again. 
The enthusiasm level is still 
quite high, although it dulls 


when you have to spend 2h 
days in the field. Fortunately, 
we didn't have too many of 
those last winter. 

“I still feel I can do a job in 
the Tests, coming in at five or 
six and putting some experi¬ 
ence in the middle order, but I 
don't think I should be playing 
one-day cricket 

“I tried to convince them to 
leave me out because lYn not 
up to the physical demands 
ariy more, but they still kept 
picking me.” 

Houghton is waiting to hear 
if he will be required again by 
his country in a coaching 
capacity and admitted that the 
fact he was still playing made 
for a difficult situation. “It put 
a lot of extra pressure on me 
and it is difficult for the 
captain in having the coach on 


the field. Where does the chain 
of command end?" he said. 

“I’m in charge in the dress¬ 
ing-room, but once we cross 
onto the pitch the captain is in 
charge. But if something goes 
wrong, should I take over 
from him or leave him to 
make mistakes? Fortunately, 
we have grown up as a team 
and it was able to work quite 
well, but I'm not sure if it 
would on a permanent basis. I 
think die coach has got to be 
off the park. 

"I don’t know if the 23mba- j 
bwe Board are going to re-, 
appoint me, but I was vny 
surprised dial they did oqt 
talk to me before I left home to 
come bade to Worcestershire* 




Atherton called, page 42 
Scotland lose, page# 


Murray and McCann lead 
chairmen in division lobby 


By Our Sports Staff 


THE prospect of a Premier¬ 
ship in Scotland, based upon 
the FA Carling Premiership in 
England, came a step closer 
when chairmen from the ten 
premier division dubs voted 
against recommendations for 
a proposed restructured 
League of 16,12 and 12 clubs 
next season. 

The plan to change tire 
present system, in which 
teams are divided into four 
divisions of ten, in favour of a 
16-team top division was origi¬ 
nally put forward Jack 
Stoedman. of Gydebank, 
three months ago but is cer¬ 
tain to fail. David Murray, 
chairman of Rangers, and his 
counterpart at Celtic. Fergus 
McCann, are also looking at 
change and how the bigger 
dubs can command more 
revenue through television. 

They are understood to 


want to create a top Scottish 
division modelled on the Eng¬ 
lish Premiership and affiliated 1 
to the Scottish Football Associ¬ 
ation. The remaining clubs 
would stay under the Scottish 
League umbrella. Any change 
could take at least 18 months to 
take effect 

A statement was issued 
from Murray's Carnegie 
Sports International company 
yesterday, headed “Scottish 
Football Initiative — The Way 
Forward". “A meeting of the 
chairmen of the ten premier 
division dubs took place today 
to discuss their concerns for 
Scottish professional football," 
the statement said. 

“The premier division clubs 
have decided to take forward a 
major initiative within Scot¬ 
tish football and will meet on a 
regular basis to discuss the 
initiative's progress. 


"The premier division clubs 
have engaged independent 
professional advisers and a 
further statement will be is¬ 
sued after the next meeting." 

The Scottish League man¬ 
agement committee are due to 
meet in Glasgow today and 
will confirm the end of the 16- 
12-12 proposal put forward by 
Steedman. The proposal was 
due to be voted upon by all 
dubs at the Scottish League 
annual general meeting, ar the 
end of next month, wit will 
now not even reach that stage. 

Scotland and Wales are to 
meet for the first time since the 
World Cup qualifier in 1985. 
They will play at Rugby Park, 
Kilmarnock, on May 27. The 
last time the two teams met 
was at Ninian Park,' Cardiff, 
the match ended in a 1-1 draw 
and Scotland qualified for the 
finals in Mexico. 


Rafter apologises for drinking lapse 



Rafter: regretful 


A REMORSEFUL Patrick 
Rafter yesterday apologised 
for playing a Davis Cup 
match for Australia last week¬ 
end while still affected by 
aloohoL 

Australian newspapers on 
Monday reported that Rafter, 
tire world No 43, and Mark 
Philippoussis went to a night- 
dub in Adelaide on Saturday 
to celebrate taking a 34) 
whining lead over die Czech 
Republic in their Davis Cup 
wodd group quarter-final. 

Rafter admitted that he was 
still feeling the effects of drink 
during hts reverse singles 
match on Sunday. 

"I'm glad you brought that 
up," Rafter said, when asked .. 


about the incident after his 
2-4 7-6, 6-4, win over Mark 
Woodforde, his compatriot 
and Davis Cup team-male, in 
die first round of the Hong 
Kong Open yesterday. 

‘It is totally my fault I 
think the one regret I do have 
is giving children foe wrong 
impression of using alcohol to 
win matches or be a good 
athlete. You just cannot do it" 

Rafter, Whose two singles 
victories against the Czechs 
had helped Australia to a SB 
win and a place in the semi¬ 
finals against United States, 
added: “It was a rare occasion 
for me to go out and celebrate 
like that” 

One of his opponents in the 


semi-final in September could 
be Michael Chang, the top 
seed in Hong Kong, who 
sailed into the second round 
with a 6-0, 6-1 win over 
Melvin Tong, a wild-card 
entrant from Hong Kong. 

Chang did not feature in 
United States* quarter-final 
win over Holland at the 
weekend, but said he was 
open to approaches for the 
semifinal “As for as the semi¬ 
final is concerned, it will be 
hard to overlook Jim Courier 
for the first singles spot" 
Chang said. “As for as the 
second .singles is concerned, 1 
am sure Tom Gutlikson jthe 
US Davis Cup captain] wifi be 
getting in touch." 
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